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                       Johan Schlebusch  
                     29 June 1951 – 13 April 2022 

With the passing of Johan Schlebusch, we have lost a good man 
and a committed member of the Cape Bird Club.   

Johan joined the CBC in 2002. He had already headed the 
International Tours portfolio for five years prior to joining the 

committee in 2013. He served for nine years, seven years of which 
were as Vice-chairperson, before stepping down at the AGM in 

March 2022. 

Johan brought to the committee management expertise and his 
skills as a strategic thinker.  A wise and shrewd man, he 

encouraged the committee to run the Club in a more businesslike 
way. While he knew his own mind and stood up for what he 

believed was right, he always showed a willingness to listen and 
look at an issue from all sides before making a decision. For me 

personally, as Chairperson, he was my mentor and advisor. I could 
turn to Johan for his sage advice whenever it was needed.  He provided a mountain of support, and 

he taught me much in my time on the committee. 

Johan was involved in both of two special flagship offerings of the CBC. 

Firstly, he chaired the International Tours portfolio for ten years, during which time he led eight 
tours, combining two things he and Joy loved – travel and birding.  Inspired by the success of the 
first tour in 2008, to Madagascar, which was organized as part of the CBC 60th birthday celebrations, 

he arranged and led tours to other exotic birding destinations – Ethiopia, Ecuador, Sri Lanka, Costa 
Rica, Ghana, Uganda, and Thailand. Participants on these tours said Johan was an easy-going 

travelling companion and showed true leadership and diplomacy in the way he handled the 
inevitable logistical problems that occur when travelling. 

Secondly, Johan was the man with the vision and the driving force behind the Education Programme. 
He strongly believed that the lives of youngsters from disadvantaged backgrounds could be 

positively influenced by reaching out to them through meaningful activities related to birds, birding, 
and conservation.     

Assisted by an education committee, he set up a programme in two non-fee schools in the 
Steenberg area. This programme has been well received and has reached over 120 children since its 
inception in 2017. So dedicated was he to the programme that, even after his resignation from the 

committee in March, Johan had offered to continue co-ordinating the Education Programme.   

Kristi Rossouw, the Enviro Club co-ordinator at Floreat Primary School, involved in the programme 

from the start, wrote of Johan: 

There are currently learners from Grade 6 to Grade 12 who have been taught things about birds and 

the natural world by “Uncle Johan” (as they fondly called him) that they never would have known.  

Working class schools know that many helpers come and go, or make promises they are unable to 

sustain for a variety of reasons. Johan was the exemplar of someone who understood what it looks like 
to truly partner together to create the future we long for in the present.  He led the education portfolio 

with humility and gentle assertiveness. He always walked next to, or rather a half step behind, us 
teachers, and showed utmost respect for us as we sought to provide opportunities for our learners  

What a man with a heart for our next generation of young people who still know so intimately the 

continuing injustices of apartheid South Africa!  Something teachers know is that when a seed is sown, 
it always yields fruit in a young life. Johan sowed humbly and generously. (Adapted.) 
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It was with immense sadness that we learned that Johan Schlebusch had passed away 

on 13 April this year.  As our Vice-Chairman up until the AGM on 24 March, he was an 
astute and proactive leader – and a kind and gentle man.  His passing is an enormous loss 

to our Club, and I’m sure I speak for all Club members in extending our deepest sympathy 

to Joy and the Schlebusch family.  Rest in peace, Johan. 

Priscilla Beeton has been our Club’s Chairperson for over seven years, and what a wonderful 
leader she has been.  A tribute to her and her many achievements as Club Chair, written by 

Gillian Barnes, appears on page 7 of this issue.  Those of you who were able to connect to Zoom 
for our AGM, will have been delighted to hear that she has been awarded a Promerops Award this 

year.  Congratulations Priscilla, and thank you for your valuable contribution to our Club.  

Congratulations are also due to our new Club Chairman, Mike Buckham, and our new Vice-Chair, 
Penny Dichmont.  I cannot think of two more able appointees for these roles, and we wish them 

every success in their future endeavours.  All the best, Mike and Penny.  We also welcome two new 
committee members: Jane Doherty and Joel Radue.  Jane is currently working on her master’s 

degree in Conservation Biology at the FitzPatrick Institute and she will be assisting Dave Whitelaw 
with the Conservation portfolio.  Joel is studying for his BSc at UCT, and he will be working with 

Penny on the Youth and Education portfolio.  We wish them well in their new roles.  

In this issue we feature some great articles, including a report on Flock to Marion by Otto Schmidt, 

with highlights by Frank Hallett and Marilyn Metcalf, and a report on a bird diversity survey of the 

Liesbeek River by Jane Doherty.  We also record the annual reports from the AGM, and we are 
especially excited to introduce a new-look rarities column by Otto Schmidt – a more chatty look at 

some of the rarities seen in our region in the last four months.  The excellent rarities column  
produced by Simon Fogarty in the past had become very long, thanks to Simon’s diligence in 

gathering sightings from a number of online and social media sources.  But because these sources 
are readily accessible to all, we felt that a shorter, more readable version was needed for the 
magazine.  Thank you Simon for all your hard work on the column, and thank you Otto, for 

agreeing to take on the creation of a completely new and different rarities column. 

EDITORIAL 

Johan also headed the Courses portfolio, arranging 
some extremely successful courses between 2015 

and 2020, when Covid lockdown began. This year he 
coordinated a free online Beginners’ Course which 

he insisted should be made freely available on our 
CBC YouTube channel. In fact, he arranged and led a 

successful outing for the attendees just two and a 
half weeks before he died. 

Johan with his generosity, his integrity, his calm 

wisdom, and his leadership, as well as his passion 
for reaching out to children and young adults from 

disadvantaged backgrounds, will be sorely missed.  

Rest in peace, Johan.  

 

 Priscilla Beeton 
CBC Chairperson February 2015- March 2022 

Fiona Jones 

Johan and his team leading an outing for  

children from the Education Programme 
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We are delighted to welcome these new 

members to the Cape Bird Club … 

Coralea Zweig, Noordhoek 

Ian Alexander, Glencairn Expressway 

Andrew Bell, Goodwood 

Andrea and Roger Koch and children Benji and  

  Matthew, Kenilworth 
Joy Downie, Muizenberg 

Marc Pelteret, Pinelands 

Charles and Jessica Mitchell, Camps Bay 
Sue Coulson, Harfield Village 

Ian Preston, Hout Bay 
John Gale, Newlands 

Suzanne Hayano, Hout Bay 
Jessica Burt and Benjamin Elliott, Muizenberg 

Matthew Fallon, Pinelands 
Rob Gous, Stellenbosch 

Paul Potter, Constantia 
Alec Mitchell, Newlands 

Antony and Angela Wain, Constantia 
Heather Parker, Edgemead 
Neil Smith, East London 

Roger Codrai, Observatory 
Rosalie and Neil Potgieter, Noordhoek 

Thank you for your donations ... 

Our grateful thanks go to the following 
members for their generous donations: Andrew 

Bell, Dick Barnes, John Lombard, Phillip Green, 
Grant Mackintosh, Pierre & Phillipa Cloete, 

Coralea Zweig, Gillian Stark,  Rob Gous, Cheryl 
Leslie, Keith Breetzke, Paul Potter, Joye Newby, 

Sheila Becker, Peter Morgan, Roger Codrai, and 
Fiona Jones.  Your donations are very much 

appreciated and will be put to good use!  

Welcome to our new members! 

   4 
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   8 

 10 
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 20 
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 29 

 30 

 

Promerops Award 2022  
The Promerops Award is bestowed annually on club members  

who have made outstanding contributions to the vision, goals,  

and running of the Cape Bird Club.  This year the award goes to: 

 
  Priscilla Beeton   

Congratulations Priscilla.  We applaud you for your efficiency,  

commitment, and hard work in carrying our Club forward. 

Special donation ... 

A set of six prints of beautiful eagle paintings by 
Kenneth Newman was donated to the Club by 
Marje Hemp, and used for fundraising by means of 

a raffle which was drawn by Joy and Johan at our 
AGM. The lucky winner was Julia Barnes. Thank you 

Marje, for this wonderful donation, which raised 
R2,540 for the Club. 
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Priscilla Beeton has 
been a member of the 

Cape Bird Club’s main 
Committee for 14 

years, and for 7 of 
those years she has 

served as Chairperson.  
Our Club owes her an 

enormous debt of 
gratitude for the many 

hours of work, the 
creative ideas, the 
dedication, and the energy with which she has 

tackled the running of the Club and its ongoing 
goals. 

Priscilla was encouraged to join the CBC in the 

1990s (the exact date lost in the mist of time), 
after having accompanied Heather Howell on a 

birding holiday to Kwazulu-Natal. She soon 
became an active member and took part in 
many of the outings, courses, and meetings, as 

well as being a willing helper whenever asked to 
assist. 

She was elected to the Committee in 2008 and 

served in various capacities – managing the 
notice board, organising courses, and taking on 
the role of Vice-Chair. In 2015 she was 

persuaded to fill the vacancy of Chairperson, a 
role that she has found challenging at times but 

always conducted with calm efficiency. 

Apart from her duties as Chair, she has arranged 
speakers for the evening meetings and assisted 

with outings and workshops for both the Junior 
School programme and the Youth portfolio, 
where her teaching skills were put to good use. 

Furthermore she has been invaluable at 
researching and sourcing things like binoculars 

for use at school outings, hats, caps, and buffs 
for sale to members, and assisting in the selling 

of donated second hand birding books. Her 
garage is at times so overflowing with books, 

magazines, and other birding-related para-
phernalia that it is a wonder there is space for 

her car!  

In 2020, when the pandemic made face-to-face 

club meetings impossible, Priscilla took on a new 
challenge – that of learning about all aspects of 

Zoom, from setting up the meeting to editing 
the recording and converting it to a video that 

could be posted on the Club’s YouTube channel 
for all to enjoy, especially those members who 

were unable to join the virtual meeting. 

Priscilla also produced the excellent video 
entitled “Why Join the Cape Bird Club?”, which 

can be found on our website under the “Our 
Club” menu tab. 

Another great achievement is her monthly 
Birding Buzz, an informative and fun magazine 

aimed at children between the ages of 7 and 16. 
This has proven to be very popular and several 

of our younger members have contributed 
photographs and reports of their birding 
experiences. The magazine is sent to the junior 

Club members, their parents, and the teachers at 
Floreat, Hillwood, and Steenberg primary 

schools. It is also available on the CBC website 
and can be found under the “Youth” tab. 

Every year the Cape Bird Club honours members 

who have made outstanding contributions to 
the running of the club and its various projects 
by bestowing on them a Promerops Award.    

This year there was just one recipient of this 
award, and that was Priscilla.  Congratulations 

Priscilla – you richly deserve this award! 

Although Priscilla has decided to step down 
from the Committee she will still be an active 

member of the Club, assisting with outings, 
arranging courses and evening speakers as well 
as continuing with producing Birding Buzz. 

Thank you, Priscilla, for 

your many years of 
diligent work, ideas, and 

commitment not only as 
Chairperson, but as an 
ordinary (extraordinary, 

some would say) 
member. We recognise 

the contribution that you 
have made over the 

years and wish you many 
hours enjoying the 

wonderful hobby of 
birding that you 

embraced all those years 
ago. 

  Thank you Priscilla 

Gillian Barnes 
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The last few months have seen the end of an 
auspicious era in the history of the Cape Bird 

Club’s committee.  After seven excellent years of 
leadership from Priscilla as our Chairman, she 

decided to step down and enjoy a slightly more 
relaxed engagement with the Club. We 

reluctantly said farewell, knowing how much 
energy she had put in, with her gentle but firm 

steering of the Club. We are delighted that she 
has offered to continue contributing to those  

projects she is passionate about, which will be a 
huge help to us.  

And then it was an incredibly sad farewell to 

Johan Schlebusch. He supported Priscilla as her 
Vice-Chairman for the duration of her tenure.  

Johan passed away suddenly on 13 April, just 
after stepping down from the committee. We 

feel so sad for Joy and the wider Schlebusch 
family and wish them all the best in adapting to 

life without Johan’s strength.  Johan made an 
enormous contribution to the Club through his 

quiet but experienced management skills and he 
will be greatly missed. (A full tribute to Johan 
appears on page 4.) 

We are very pleased that the remainder of the 
committee members have continued into 2022, 

giving the Club the continuity that it needs.  
Additionally, we have been joined by Joel Radue 

and Jane Doherty and we look forward to their 
contributions.  Joel is a prominent birder in Cape 

Town, combining voracious birding with 
successful guiding. His focus area will be to 

develop membership in the 18 – 25 age group, 
and also to assist with high school outings. Jane 
is currently doing an MSc in Conservation 

Biology at the FitzPatrick Institute of African 
Ornithology and has joined the CBC 

Conservation Committee. 

I will step into the very large shoes previously 
filled by Priscilla to take on the role of Chairman 

and will be very ably supported by Penny 
Dichmont as Vice-Chairman.  I am honoured to 
be assuming this role and will hopefully bring 

some of my passion for birds to the Club.  I have 
been involved in the Club for many years already 

through numerous talks and the annual quiz. I 
have also served on the committee for just over 

two years so I have seen the very efficient 
template established by Priscilla.   

Although Penny is a relatively new member of 
the committee, she has already brought a huge 

amount of energy to the Club with active 
involvement with our junior birders.  

The remainder of the committee will continue in 
their existing roles and, once again, I would like 

to thank all of them (Joy, Linda, Gillian and Dave) 
for agreeing to continue in service.   

The Club will celebrate its 75th anniversary next 
year and we have some very exciting plans to 
collaborate with the City of Cape Town to launch 

a Birding Big Year within the boundaries of the 
City.  We think it is the perfect way to encourage 

new members to join the Club, as well as assist 
the City in showcasing our incredible bird 

diversity within the large metro area. 

Looking forward to seeing you all out there in 

the field.  Let’s keep finding those good birds in 
our City.    

 

Bird’s  eye View 
News & views from your Committee 

Charles Saunders 

In March this year the 

Club received a 
generous bequest of 

R50,000 from the 
estate of Charles 

Saunders. 

Charles passed away 

unexpectedly in March 2020 of a heart attack.  
He had just moved into a new house in 
Villiersdorp and was looking forward to 

country living. He mentioned to me that he 
had seen 47 different species from the house 

only, and a total of 82 in the area since moving 
there in January 2020. 

He was a staunch member of the Cape Bird 
Club and for some years he arranged the 

camps (2011 to 2015). He also led a couple of 
tours: one to the Kruger National Park and one 

to the reserves of KZN, which many of our 
members enjoyed greatly. Charles served on 
the committee from 2011 to 2013. 

He is fondly remembered by many members. 
RIP Charles. 

Mel Tripp 

Mike Buckham 
Chairman, Cape Bird Club 



I had always regarded the story of the male Red-
chested Cuckoo attacking a hunter with the cry 

“Piet-my-vrou” as a quaint myth. 

However I’ve recently been reading about Le 

Vaillant’s account of his travels in South Africa.  
The flamboyant explorer wrote a graphic 

description of his “discovery” of this cuckoo, 
featuring Pit, a member of his team of hunters 

whose primary aim was seemingly to shoot 
everything they saw. His account of 

“discovering” the Red-chested Cuckoo reads ... 

 “It was Pit who was the first to bring me this 
bird. It was a female and I ordered him to 

immediately return to the site where he killed it, 
not doubting that he would find a male there.  

He asked me to excuse him from returning to 
the site of the shooting. 

“The reason for this was he believed that some 
misfortune would certainly happen to him. 

Hardly had he brought down the female than 
the male began pursuing him fiercely repeatedly 

calling at him “Pit mevrou, Pit mevrou”. He 
imagined that the bird was calling him by name 
and asking for his partner.“ 

Le Vaillant commented  “I found no way to calm  
this man’s agitated imagination and he 

consistently refused to shoot these birds”. 

So next time you see a Red-chested Cuckoo, 
remember: it is not easily intimidated! 
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Water hyacinth: a universal invasive 

It is generally known that the False Bay Eco Park 
has been badly impacted by water hyacinth. This 

is not the only site to be affected by this 
beautiful, but highly destructive plant. 

Alexander von Humboldt, the German naturalist, 

was so attracted by the plant when he visited the 
Orinoco Basin in South America in the early 

1800s that he transported specimens to a 
number of botanical gardens in Europe and 
North America. This initiated the spread of this 

invasive weed across the world. 

A recent review reported that water hyacinth is 
present in five continents, and only regions with 

a cold climate such as Canada and Northern 
Europe have not been invaded. While Von 

Humboldt was responsible for its crossing the 
Atlantic, there is no clear evidence of how it 

reached Africa. 

There is no doubt that the hyacinth is 
widespread in North Africa, apart from the 
Sahara, with both the Blue and White Niles 

being heavily infested. This also applies to Lake 
Victoria. But did it arrive in South Africa via the 

Nile? The first record came from the Cape Flats 
in 1913, but how it arrived there has not been 

established. 

Ignorance as to its potentially devastating effect 
on the environment has been documented in 

several countries. In 1959 a thoughtless 
shopkeeper was recorded as having deposited 

dying water hyacinth plants in the Vaal River in 
Gauteng.  

Similar accounts have been documented in Asia. 
In a letter to a friend, the wife of a Dutch expert 

adviser to the Siamese government wrote: 
“Today, I’ve seen the most adorable flower in a 

pond in the garden of Dusit (a palace of 
Chulalongkorn). I love it and I’ve just got to 

have it, but where could I find seeds?” This 
resulted in its cultivation until it proved to be a 

“nuisance” and was deposited into a nearby 
river. 

In the United States cultivation of the plant is 
still permitted under licence in several states. 

To date it has been recorded in over 50 
countries and continues to spread. Many 

authorities take the approach that it cannot be 
eradicated and should be “contained”. 

At Strandfontein it has now invaded four major 
pans, representing about 25% of the water 

surface area.  To combat this, an integrated 
approach has been taken, consisting of regular 

monitoring, manual clearing, and the use of 
biological agents. The harsh reality is that if the 

two most heavily infested pans were to be 
cleared, it would cost in the region of R4 
million per pan. We are holding thumbs that 

our efforts will at least halt its progress. 

 

CONSERVATION NEWS 

                             Dave Whitelaw 
Chairman, CBC Conservation Committee 

Piet-my-vrou!! 

Dave Whitelaw 
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BirdLife South Africa’s planned Flock to Marion 
cruise with MSC Cruises in January 2021 was 

unfortunately scuppered by the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Twelve  months and a lot of planning 

later, Flock to Marion was back on track for 
January 2022.  Much had happened in the 

interim, including two changes of cruise ship and 
a reversal of the route, with the MSC Orchestra 

now sailing from Cape Town on 24 January to 
the Prince Edward Islands and returning to 

Durban on the 8 day cruise with about 1600 
eager birders on board.  

Apart from giving birders the rare opportunity to 
bird far south, well into the Roaring Forties, the 

cruise was a prime fund-raiser for the important 
project of removing mice from Marion Island 

where they are posing a massive threat to chicks 
of many breeding seabird species (the Mouse-

Free Marion Project). 

The pandemic was still with us, and although the 

restrictions had been reduced, all participants 
had to produce a negative PCR test taken within 

48 hours of boarding.  This caused some last 
minute anxiety, especially to the out-of-towners.  

At the eleventh hour, a strong south-easter, 
predicted for the afternoon of 24 January, had 
all the boarding times 

brought forward, and the 
morning saw much frantic 

activity at the docks as all 
participants also had to go 

through a rapid antigen test 
before boarding. Everything 

went smoothly however, 
with the Orchestra leaving 

the harbour about 5 hours 
earlier than planned.  We 
then anchored in the bay for 

several hours as three life-
boats returned to the 

harbour to collect the 50+ 
passengers who had not 

been in time for the earlier 
departure.  Those of us on 

board were able to settle in 

to our cabins, meet up with other passengers on 
deck, spot the occasional bird or whale in the 

bay, and enjoy the view of the mountain with its 
steady build-up of south-easter clouds. 

Eventually the remaining passengers arrived, the 
life-boats displacing a large raft of Sabine’s Gulls 

in the bay, and we finally headed south along 
the Peninsula with the guides in their orange 

jackets quickly pointing out birds such as Sooty, 
Cory’s and Manx Shearwaters to the birders 

cramming the viewing decks. Then it was on to 
the dining hall to enjoy the first of the excellent 
dinners served by the friendly and attentive staff. 

As dawn broke on 25 January, the decks were 
packed with birders eager to add some seabirds 

to their South/southern African lists while we 
were still within 200 nautical miles of the South 

African coast.  A trawler with its following of 
birds created much early excitement as species 

such as Shy, Indian Yellow-nosed, and Black-
browed Albatross, Northern and Southern Giant 

Petrels, White-chinned, Great-winged, and Soft-
plumaged Petrels and several other species were 
added to the sightings list.  With the assistance 

of the guides on duty, birders in the right spots 
also managed to add several species of the 

diminutive storm petrels.  

Viewing deck 7 was always popular 
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Report by Otto Schmidt, & trip highlights by Frank Hallett and Marilyn Metcalf 
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Between birding, time was spent exploring the 
ship, locating the restaurants and other facilities, 

and negotiating the exceptionally long corridors, 
either to find one’s cabin or to locate the best 

spots from which to bird.  With the change in 
ships, a number of folks with “ocean view 

cabins“ had been upgraded to “balcony cabins,“ 
and these provided a lovely way to relax in 

comfort with the ocean and its birds almost at 
arm’s length. 

An enjoyable social get-together with other 
Cape Bird Club members in the late afternoon 
was followed by the first of the evening talks, by 

none other than the incomparable Peter 
Harrison who gave three exceptional 

presentations during the cruise. 

The morning of 26 January was an undoubted 
birding ID challenge as large groups of prions 

crossed the bow of the ship.  The majority of 
them were Salvin’s Prions, identified by their 
bulbous foreheads, and lifers for many on board. 

Four other prion species (Antarctic, Fairy, Broad-
billed and Slender-billed) were also spotted, the 

many photographs taken providing invaluable 
clues to identifying this tricky group.  

That evening a number of odd-looking birds 
could be seen in the corridors as birders dressed 

up for the Bird Party hosted by BLSA. 

As we headed farther south, Wandering 

Albatrosses also joined the lists, as did the 
occasional Grey-headed and Sooty.  27 January  
will forever be known as “Albatross Day”.   

Unfortunately our views of Prince Edward Island 
were limited to a distant outline shrouded in 

cloud, but being near the birds’ breeding 
grounds, activity became fairly frenetic with 

Wandering Albatrosses in large numbers and of 
every age/plumage variation surrounding the 

ship. These were interspersed with many Sootys 
and the occasional Light-mantled Albatross. 

Grey-headed Albatrosses were rather more 
difficult to spot, but the overall spectacle was 

astounding.  In addition to the many albatrosses, 
those watching the swells were rewarded with, 
usually brief, views of several species of penguin 

as well as small and speedy species such as 
diving petrels.   As the day progressed, the 

weather was rapidly deteriorating, and instead of 
anchoring off the islands and spending the next 

morning enjoying a similar spectacle, the 
decision was taken to move while the swells 

were still at about 6 metres rather than ride out 
the storm and the expected 10 metre swells.  We 

no doubt passed Marion Island at some point, 
but sadly this was not at all visible. 

By the next morning the seas were much calmer, 
we were much farther north, and the fabulous 

birding of the previous day was no more.  As we 
headed north on the return journey, the 

highlight of 28 January was the sighting of a 
white-backed albatross that was positively 
identified as a Tristan, announced appropriately 

by Peter Harrison at his talk on albatrosses that 
evening.  He had been called to one of the aft 

decks to view the bird about 45 minutes before 
his talk and could positively confirm the ID. 

A packed auditorium attests to the popularity  

of Peter Harrison’s presentations 
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Early the next morning the aft decks were 
crammed and another similar bird passed by 

several times with many photographs being 
taken.  It was also called as a 95% certain Tristan, 

and fortunately I was in the right position to see 
this one fairly well. 

The remainder of the trip became a mixture of 

fairly slow birding, plenty of socializing, enjoying 
the vast number of activities the floating 16-

deck luxury cruise liner had to offer – a number 
of folk took the opportunity to watch the men’s 
final of the Australian Open tennis tournament 

on 30 January – and just relaxing as we slowly 
headed towards Durban.  Late that afternoon, in 

glorious sunshine, a group photograph of the 
gathered birders displaying the Mouse–Free 

Marion banner was taken on deck. The cruise, an 
undoubted success, was in a large part a fund-

raising initiative for this important conservation 
project. 

On Monday morning, 31 January, it was time to 
disembark.  This went pretty well, although it did 

take some time for the buses to transport those 
flying out to the airport.  We had been told not 

to book too early a return flight in case of a 
delay in docking, but as we were well in time, we 
unfortunately had to spend about 7 hours at the 

airport waiting for our flight back to Cape Town. 
On board the Orchestra, covid testing had been 

pretty meticulous with daily mandatory 
temperature checks and we had not heard of 

any positive cases during the cruise.  However, 
as we waited at the airport with many others, 

reports of folks testing positive soon after 
disembarking started doing the rounds.    

Sadly, several days after returning home, Sandy 

and I joined this group and after the enjoyment 
of meeting and sharing this momentous journey 

with so many, we went into self-isolation to 
shake off the effects of Covid, which had 
delayed, but fortunately not derailed, this once 

in a lifetime opportunity of birding in the 
Southern Ocean.  Great credit must go to Mark 

and his team at BirdLife SA for putting this very 
ambitious trip together and seeing it through so 

successfully! 
 

 

——————————————- 

And some trip highlights …  

One of the highlights of the trip for me was to 
be able to sit on the balcony of the cabin and 

watch the albatrosses gliding effortlessly along 
beside the ship, keeping pace and even passing 
us. Watching them dipping in the troughs and 

then rising with the lift of the swells, with a gale 
force wind blowing, will remain an everlasting 

memory.                                                                                 

One could sit for hours watching these great 

birds being completely at one with their 
environment. One would expect smaller birds 

like storm petrels and Salvin’s Prion to be 
literally blown away, but no, they were there in 

abundance, flitting along the troughs. How they 
were able to survive and thrive in that harsh 

environment never ceased to amaze us.  

A mature adult Wandering Albatross 
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Looking for lifers … a porthole view 
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We learnt from Peter Harrison in one of his 
lectures that when young Wandering 

Albatrosses leave the nest they do not return to 
land for about eighteen months, but they do 

occasionally settle on the water. Taking off from 
the water they run along the surface until they 

get enough lift under their wings to get them 
into the air. 

Above is a young Wandering Albatross which 

has mainly brown plumage and a white face, but 
as the bird ages the plumage changes, adults 

having mainly white bodies, black and white 
wings, with some black on the tail. Their main 
food is squid and we were fortunate enough to 

see an Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross catch and 
eat a squid quite close to the ship. 

 

More trip highlights … 

There were many highlights for us on this cruise, 
the first being when we anchored in the bay with 
great views of Table Mountain, Robben Island 
and the Atlantic seaboard, while we waited for  
the forty odd passengers who had arrived on 
later flights. We managed to see Sandwich,  
Swift, (or Greater Crested) and Common Terns; 
Kelp, Hartlaub’s, and Sabine’s Gulls; also Cape, 
White-breasted, and Crowned Cormorants; a 
Cape fur seal, African Penguins, and a Southern 
Right Whale. Jaegers (possibly Parasitic) were 
flying close to Robben Island – a first for me. We 
watched as three tenders were lowered to 
collect the extra passengers, who eventually 
arrived in choppy seas, accompanied by the local 
NSRI, and were safely escorted onto the ship. By 
18h00 we were underway and moving past our 
home, Kommetjie, in misty conditions.  

Tuesday saw us up early and the bird guides 

were kept busy with Northern Royal, Shy, and 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatrosses sweeping over 

the rising swells. White-chinned and Great-

winged Petrels; Sooty, Cory's, and Great 

Shearwaters were also added to our list.  The 

birding on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday was 

spectacular, with Sooty, Wandering, Black-

browed, Light-mantled, and Grey-headed 

Albatrosses, as well as Fairy and Salvin's Prions,  

and Grey, Northern Giant, White-chinned, Blue 

and Soft-plumaged Petrels. Many storm petrels 

were also skimming the waves, including Black-

bellied, Grey-backed, Leach's, White-bellied, and 

Wilson's. You could not keep off the decks, even 

though the weather was cold and windy with 

some rain. The thick jackets, beanies, and gloves 

that had been recommended were put to good 

use. There were Macaroni and King Penguins 

flashing through the swells, plus whales and 

dolphins, often too quick to identify unless one 

got clear photographs. I did see Heaviside's and 

Hourglass dolphins, as well as Humpback and 

Pilot whales.  

A highlight of the trip for many was the series of 

lectures by Peter Harrison MBE. These were 

entitled, “Seven Years and Seven Continents”, 

“Penguins”, and “Ocean Nomads: the 

Albatrosses”.  It was an absolute treat to listen to 

A young Wandering Albatross taking off 
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Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross with its squid catch 
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his passionate telling of his love for seabirds, 

especially albatrosses. Many people were able to 

get their copies of his latest book on seabirds 

signed by him.  

A very social evening was held on Wednesday, 

where BirdLife guests were requested to dress 

up as birds. There were some hilarious outfits 

amongst the Cape Gannets, Red Bishops, a Fork- 

tailed Drongo, African Oystercatchers and other 

exotic looking birds.  

Unfortunately, there was a huge storm on its 

way, so after brief glimpses of Prince Edward 

Island and no sight of Marion for me, the captain 

of the ship took charge and the Orchestra had to 

head back towards Durban. Decks were closed 

to birders and only the stern remained open 

until the weather was calmer. On Friday and 

again on Saturday, there was great excitement 

when many got to see Tristan Albatrosses, 

photographed first and then identification 

confirmed by Peter Harrison. 

As we reached the warmer water of the Indian 

Ocean, there were fewer birds but some got to 

see Tropical Shearwater and Sooty Terns. 

On the last afternoon, we all gathered on the 

pool decks for a group photo in celebration of 

the “Mouse-Free Marion” cruise with boards 

organised by Mel Tripp for this purpose and 

musical accompaniment in the form of 'The 

Albatross' song. That same evening, the theatre 

was filled as Mark Anderson announced the 

winners of the “Sponsor a Hectare“ competition.  

R2,2 million was raised on the ship for the 

Mouse-Free Marion Project. 

Of course, we are hoping that the mice will be 

eradicated in 2024 and are waiting in 

anticipation for the next Flock destination to be 

announced. Thank you BirdLife SA for this 

special opportunity. 
 Marilyn Metcalf 

CBC Chairman’s Report 
March 2021 – February 2022 

Dear Members and Friends  

This is my eighth annual report and final one as 

Chair of the Cape Bird Club. It has been a 
privilege to continue in this role for over 7 years, 

and I thank all who have affirmed me in this 
position along the way.  

I am proud to say that despite all the difficulties 
of the past two years of Covid, the Cape Bird 

Club has continued to thrive and to achieve 
most of its goals of providing birding and 

learning opportunities, and of introducing 
birding as a new hobby to many.  The success of 
2021/2022 would not have been possible 

without an efficient and enthusiastic committee 
and dedicated portfolio holders who contributed 

time, skills, and effort to sustain our Club. 

I would especially like to thank the following 

(not in any special order) for their amazing 
support. 

The CBC Committee  

Peter Steyn is always supportive. To have one of 
South Africa’s birding greats as our Honorary 

President is indeed an honour. Happily, Peter’s 
health has much improved and we are thrilled 

that he has agreed to continue as President of 
the Cape Bird Club for the next year.  

Johan Schlebusch has served on the committee 

since 2013, became Vice-Chairman two years 
later, and served in this capacity for 7 years. 

Always there with his logical wisdom, his 
management expertise and his strategic thinking 

skills, he has taught me lots during my time as 
chairperson. Johan has also enthusiastically led 
the education project at Floreat Primary and 

Hillwood Primary in Steenberg and Lavender Hill 
respectively. Despite Covid restrictions, we did 

manage a couple of outings and education 
activities last year, including a most popular visit 

by Eagle Encounters. On Saturday 26 March, 
Floreat Primary learners will be visiting Boulders 

Beach to see penguins – a first for many of 
them!  

Johan has also been running the Courses 
Committee and from 2009 until 2018 led the 

International Camps portfolio. As a mark of our 
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appreciation of what he has given the Club, he 
received the Promerops Award last year. Sadly, 

Johan too is retiring from the committee. Thank 
you again, Johan, for your whole-hearted 

involvement in and commitment to the CBC.  

Our Club continues to be in solid financial 

health, thanks to Joy Fish, our Treasurer, and her 
assistant Mary Debrick. We have been able to 

make handsome donations to BLSA’s Mouse-
free Marion Project, and to other projects which 

Joy will mention in her Treasurer’s Report. Thank 
you Joy and Mary, for continuing to look after 
our finances so well – and with all the required 

checks and balances in place. Mary Debrick has 
handed in her notice … thank you for all you 

have done for the Club, Mary.  

Joy is an extremely practical person and a logical 

thinker, and she is always prepared to assist 
wherever she can over and above her 

responsibility as Treasurer. She has often helped 
me to clarify my thoughts about processes and 

issues, and she is also the Information Secretary 
of the Club, efficiently fielding and redirecting all 
the enquiries that come to the Club.  

Gillian Barnes has proved a most competent 
Minutes Secretary over the last year, keeping the 

minutes of committee meetings and the AGM. 
Her work as Camps Coordinator has frustratingly 

been curtailed during Covid lockdown, but I 
thank her for often being my sounding board 

and a special friend with whom to share many of 
my best birding experiences. She also assists 

with the website and in a myriad of ways, like 
leading outings and counts in the Deep South.  

Linda Merrett continues in her very quiet and 

friendly way to manage the CBS’s membership 
administration.  There has been a steady number 

of new folk joining the Club each month and it is 
Linda who assists and welcomes them. It is also 

Linda who reminds you to pay your membership 
subscription so please lighten her load by 

making a point of paying when you receive that 
first reminder from BirdLife SA.  

I have enjoyed having Mike Buckham on board 
with his carefully thought-through input, advice, 
and opinions on various matters before the 

committee, and above all his being so willing to 
be a speaker at our evening meetings – and we 

all know how entertaining his talks and webinars 
are. He has also proved an entertaining Quiz 

Master, encouraging us to learn about birds 
more widely than in our own part of the country.  

Penny Dichmont has been a great addition to 
our committee with her focus on CBC youth and 
the Claremont High School Bird Club which she 

has restarted. The young birders she nurtures   
may well be inspired to pursue birding as a 

lifelong hobby and even to go into conservation 
careers. She is always ready to take individuals 

and small groups birding and she also has that 
wonderful knack of surrounding herself with 

willing volunteers to assist her!  

The Conservation sub-committee continues 

under the leadership of Dave Whitelaw, who   
has been very supportive of me and has taught 
me much about environmental matters. Working 

with him over the past few years, I have come to 
appreciate how much irritating and stultifying 

red tape is involved in getting environmental 
projects off the ground. The spread of water 

hyacinth at many of our favourite birding 
destinations is one of the bigger conservation 

issues facing us. Keeping the pans at 
Strandfontein clear of water hyacinth and the 

fast-spreading typha continues to be a major 
headache and a very costly one. In reality, the 
Club is able to do little about the spread of the 

hyacinth as the area covered has become too 
vast.  Essentially Dave and his team are only able 

to offer ideas and support to the officials in 
charge of maintaining our birding areas. I thank 

them for monitoring the many conservation 
issues that come to their attention.  

Flock to Marion 2022 

My biggest personal highlight this year was 
Flock to Marion – the whole voyage was a 

splendid experience! It was so long awaited, and 
right up to the end we all wondered if it really 

was going to happen. I was so proud to have 
such a large contingent of CBC members on 

board, and some of them were also seabird 
guides on deck. Mel Tripp and Vernon Head 

were part of BLSA’s organizing team, and as  
Flock was a major fund-raising event for the 
Mouse-free Marion Project, I am proud to 

announce that we have, to date, sponsored 20 
hectares.   

(Hot-off-the-press: Mark Anderson announced 
last Thursday that Flock to Marion raised R3 

million for the Mouse-free Marion Project.)  
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Monthly meetings  

Our evening meetings programme has been a 
full one, albeit via the Zoom platform which, 

unfortunately, many members have not been 
able to access. Attendance has varied from 40 to 

60 computers logged in, and in many cases 
there were couples at those computers. People 

are also able to watch the presentations 
afterwards on the CBC YouTube channel. I thank 

the many speakers who have educated and 
entertained us on birding adventures and tours 
all over the world. We have learned about the 

effects of human activities on our beaches; 
pangolin conservation; and identifying LBJs. 

Other highlights for me were the photographic 
evening when seven members shared the stories 

behind some of their photographs, and the 
special open-air face-to-face gathering for 

members at Rondevlei in May. I hope that the 
committee will arrange a similar gathering this 

year for those unable to attend the evening 
meetings. The second face-to-face meeting of 
the year, the Annual Quiz under Quiz Master 

Mike Buckham, was hugely successful.  

Book sales 

I must thank Anne Greig who continues faithfully 

to run the new book sales. She is always ready to 
obtain ‘special’ books to support book talks and 

events such as Flock. Anne, we appreciate your 
hard work!  

Outings 

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to Daryl and 

Lynette de Beer who have planned our three to 
four outings per month – and unfortunately had 

to cancel them when Covid regulations called for 
that extreme measure. Many thanks also to all 

those who led outings during the last year and 
who have shared so willingly their time and 

expertise. The outings have been extremely 
popular– perhaps a mark of how important face-
to-face meetings are to our members. At times  

the large groups had to be divided into smaller 
groups to comply with regulations. Congrat-

ulations to all who attended outings despite 
having to wear masks and practise social 

distancing – difficult to do while chatting and 
catching-up with one another’s stories!  

Although not strictly a CBC offering, I would also 
like to thank Linda Hibbin who has organized 

the Kirstenbosch Garden walks.  Thanks also to 
the CBC and Tygerberg Bird Club leaders who 

bring kudos to the clubs in this public offering.  

Some regular counts have become so popular 

that members enjoy them as much as the 
planned outings, for example, John Magner’s 

first Sunday of the month count at Kirstenbosch 
is also a popular outing to a favourite 

destination.  

Counts, BIRPS, CWACS, and Atlassers 

Conservation is very important to the Cape Bird 
Club, and we have many members involved in 

the monthly, quarterly and annual counts – 
whether in wetlands or gardens, or counting 

birds along roads or at dams.  We thank these 
citizen scientists for their commitment and 
dedication as we do the many atlassers in our 

Club who regularly contribute data via BirdLasser 
for SABAP2. We applaud you for the roles you 

play in conservation.  

Communications 

I believe our good communications within the 
Cape Bird Club have been a real asset, 

particularly during Covid.  

Fiona Jones has produced three top class issues 

of Promerops this last year. Our magazine keeps 
members informed of the planned programme, 

provides a platform to share longer trip reports, 
and highlights the most special sightings and 
observations. In addition, Fiona ensures that 

every issue of Promerops has one or more great 
focus articles on interesting and important 

subjects. Exciting news is that Fiona received 
some well-deserved international recognition 

last month when she was informed by the 
Alexander Library of Ornithology (a branch of 

Oxford’s Bodleian Library) that they were keen to 
put a link to the web version of Promerops on 

their journals page, and also to link to the 
Promerops index (PROMdex) that Fiona has 
developed and made available on the CBC 

website!  Congratulations, Fiona!  

At times the committee has debated whether we 

should, like most other bird clubs, produce only 
a digital magazine. I, myself, however, love 

receiving my paper copy, and I am sure that 
others also find reading articles on a computer 

screen uncomfortable. Thank you, Fiona to you 
and your team, for a great production.  
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Cheryl Leslie continues to produce a good 
Newsletter. It serves as a reminder to members 

of planned events and informs them of last-
minute changes and new events. It is a platform 

for publishing short outings reports, as well as a 
place to showcase members’ photographs. And 

far from it being the monthly production 
originally intended, Cheryl has supplemented it 

with several News Snippets each month when 
the committee has needed to send out quick 

reminders, Zoom links, and important 
information. Thank you, Cheryl, for your 
willingness to always squeeze in that extra time!  

Cheryl has told me that some members have not 

been receiving their e-newsletters.  As soon as 
you realize that you have not received your 

monthly e-newsletter (which typically comes out 
a few days before the end of the month), please 

e-mail Cheryl to alert her, and  she will attempt 
to ascertain the cause of the problem. At 
present, Telkomsa users are having a problem.  

Our website is an ever-evolving tool, and new   

tabs have been added for accessing membership 
forms, a youth section, and new resources. There 

are also links to the YouTube recordings of our 
evening meetings and other video resources. Do 
yourselves a favour – take a look! Thank you, 

Gavin Lawson, Gillian Barnes, and Joy Fish as well 
as Kirsty Knighton-Fitt of Full Circle Creations, 

for keeping us up to date.  

Our Facebook page now has 3,700 members. Of 
course, that does not mean they are members of 

the Club itself, but it does tell us that there are 
many people out there who wish to share bird 

photos and information. We hope in time they 
WILL join the Cape Bird Club. Thank you to the 

administrators of our Facebook account – Cathy 
Jenkins, Cheryl Leslie, and Colin and Melodie 

Attwell.  

Thanks also to Linda Johnston for media 

publicity. She quietly, in the background, 
advertises evening meetings on the local media,  

and I regularly have members of the public e-
mailing to get the Zoom link of a meeting they 

have seen or heard advertised.  

Courses 

These have not happened during the last two 
years because so much was already being 

offered via Zoom. I am, however, really pleased 

to announce that Helen Fenwick will be giving a 
two-session online Course for Beginner Birders 

next week on 15 and 17 March, followed by a 
practical field session for course attendees on 27 

March. Everyone can assist by advertising to 
family and friends that a free beginners’ course 

is being offered by the CBC!  

Fundraising and donations 

I have already mentioned the donation given by 

the Cape Bird Club to BirdLife South Africa’s 
Mouse-free Marion Project. The CBC has  

sponsored 20 hectares so far, and many 
members have also personally sponsored 

hectares. For those unable to afford quite that 
much, the Club has offered to act as a 

depository, and will sponsor a hectare whenever 
R1000 has been gathered. Details are on the 

website under Conservation. This worthwhile 
cause will save the lives of many seabirds.  

More general fundraising has been fairly limited 

during Covid and has mainly been via sales of 
donated books. Many thanks to those who have 
donated books and old magazines to the Club. 

Some of the latter are used in our youth projects 
as are the field guides that have been donated. 

Other books have been sold either through 
advertising in our e-Newsletter or on a Facebook 

page called ‘Second-hand Bird Books’. The Club 
has raised R8,215 in this way. The raffle for the 

Newman raptor prints donated by a member, 
which is being drawn this evening, has raised 

R2,540. Thank you to the committee members 
and others who sold and bought tickets. And 
thank you to all those members who have made  

monetary donations – sometimes for something 
very specific like entry fees or transport for 

youngsters. We appreciate your generosity.  

The new CBC buffs are not really fundraisers, as 
there is virtually no profit on each buff sold – but 

this is a free and comfortable way for you to 
help advertise our Club, so we hope many of you 

will buy and wear one, especially as winter 
approaches. You can also help advertise our 

Club by ensuring that you have a bright yellow 
CBC sticker on your car. They will be on sale 

again at meetings when we meet face-to-face.  

The committee has just received from BLSA 
some Bird-of-the-Year posters for distribution to 

schools. Those of you who get African BirdLife 
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will all be receiving a Cape Gannet poster in the 
next issue. Please do NOT throw it away; rather 

give it  to a child or pass it on to the committee 
for distribution.  

Face-to-face meetings 

Some very exciting news: we are going to restart 

face-to-face/live evening meetings at Nassau 
Centre, starting with our April meeting. Please 

note that the April meeting is a week earlier than 
usual – on 7 April – because the Easter weekend 

begins the following Thursday. Attendees must 
be vaccinated against Covid and masks will have 

to be worn – but at least we will be able to see 
one another and socialize!!  

New faces 

“New faces” who will be taking on portfolios 
include Dennis and Gigi Laidler who have agreed 

to take over the Camps portfolio from Gillian 
Barnes for a couple of years. They travel often to 

places not too far away and they will no doubt 
introduce us to some exciting new destinations.   

Patrick (Paddy) Riley will again be picking up on 
the A-V Portfolio, heading a small team.  

We will be looking for someone to lead the “Tea 

Team” to serve refreshments after our evening 
meetings – to find helpers and draw up a roster 
and purchase supplies as necessary.  

Committee changes 

The next year will bring some changes to our 

committee. What is pleasing is that most of the 
present committee will be making themselves 

available for re-election, with only Johan 
Schlebusch and I having given notice of our 

intentions to retire. But we have two exciting 
nominations – Jane Doherty and Joel Radue – 

who will bring with them a fresh slant and new 
ideas. The new Chairperson will be elected by 

the  committee at their first meeting 

This evening I end my time as a member of the 

committee, which I joined in 2008, and my 
position as Chairperson (since 2015). Although it 

was a position reluctantly taken on seven years 
ago, I have enjoyed the overview of the Club 
that it has given me, and I have enjoyed working 

with and meeting the most wonderful and 
committed people and have made many friends. 

I will continue to be an active Club member and 
will still be running with some of the portfolios I 

currently hold: ‘speaker seeker’ until someone 
else volunteers to take that on; writer of ‘Birding 

Buzz’, the four page leaflet that is produced ten 
times per annum for young birders in the Club 

and schools; and I will continue assisting 
whenever I can with the Club’s youth and 

education projects. I have tentatively also 
offered to take over the Courses portfolio, and 

will soon be sending out a simple survey to find 
out what courses you would like. 

Finally, I would like to thank all our Cape Bird 
Club members for continuing to support our 

Club and I wish you all a bird-filled and exciting 
year to come!  

Just before ending, I want to draw your attention 
to next year. 2023 will see the Cape Bird Club 

celebrating its 75th anniversary – its Platinum 
Jubilee.  We need to mark this special year with 

a ‘big bang’! If you have any ideas about special 
events/activities that could be organised, please 

share them with the committee.  

Thank you.  

—————————————————- 

                   Priscilla Beeton 
Outgoing Chair of the Cape Bird Club  

Conservation Committee Report 
March 2021 – February 2022 

The Conservation Committee has remained 
unchanged and consists of Dave Whitelaw 

(Chairman), Felicity Ellmore (Secretary), Cliff 
Dorse, Suretha Dorse, Dick Bos, Simon Fogarty, 

Dieter Oschadleus, and Gavin Lawson. We meet  
every 6 weeks, outdoors in the early evening 

due to the pandemic.  

False Bay Eco Park: This year has again been 
dominated by attempts to control the water 
hyacinth at Strandfontein. Approximately 30% of 

the pans have now been invaded by hyacinth. 
Having accepted that biological control is not 

effective at this site, we have had to examine 
alternatives, including mechanical removal, 

saline infusion to the pans, and possibly the use 
of glycophosphates. While extensive research 

has been done on the effect of saline conditions 
on microorganisms, there is little on how rapidly 

they recover from exposure to high salinity.  
Several pans have been drained to effect manual 
removal but others are so large that mechanical 
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any dramatic reduction in bird numbers. A 
recent example is the sudden decline in birds at 

Athlone Sewage Works. We intend approaching 
the management to determine the reason for 

this.  

Driftsands Reserve:  Although this is not a 
site known for its birdlife, recent decisions have 

potentially serious implications for conservation. 
The reserve is important as the site of some 
critically endangered Dune Strandveld and a 

wetland. There has been a progressive increase 
in illegal land occupation. It has now reached a 

stage where Cape Nature has decided to de-
proclaim the reserve, which is a cause for 

concern.  

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs): 

Before any major construction can be approved 
the public is given the opportunity to critically 

examine the potentially negative effects on the 
environment. In Cape Town the council seems 

determined to go ahead with the Oakland 
housing development in the Philippi area, which 

will have significant effects on the aquifer. We 
have opposed this development but I personally 

doubt that it can be stopped. There have also 
been assessments at two windfarm sites. Both 
were minor adjustments at sites which have 

already been approved.  

                             Dave Whitelaw 
Chairman, CBC Conservation Committee 

removal would be necessary to clear them. As 
mentioned last year this costs approximately  R4 

million per pan. A meeting will be held with the 
WWTW staff to discuss this and also the 

possibility of approaching external funding 
sources.  

Typha continues to be a problem, especially on 
Pans 1and 2.  

Although water flow to the pans remains a 
problem, the amount of water to P1 and P2 has 

been regulated and a reasonable number of 
waders have now been reported on P1.  

Rondevlei: Hyacinth has also proved to be a 

problem at this site and several canals were 
blocked. The City tackled this with boats and 
mechanical removal of the hyacinth, but control 

of the weed is still a major challenge. 

A meeting called by the Deputy Mayor, Mr. 
Edward Andrews, suggested that the City 

Council is taking conservation more seriously. 
Several decisions were made, including 

alterations to the contracts of the City’s 
Expanded Public Works Programme workers and 
the establishment of a committee to investigate 

pollution of wetlands.  

Athlone and Mitchell’s Plain: These sites are 
also experiencing problems with water flow, and 

this will also be discussed with the WWTW 
management in an effort to establish the source 

of the problem.  

Protected Areas Advisory Committees 

(PAACs): The CBC has members on the PAACs 
of the major reserves in the City, which gives us 

input to decision making at these sites. 

Liesbeek River: Strandfontein is not the only 

area invaded by hyacinth and we were able to 
persuade the Invasive Aliens Unit to eliminate 

the plant from the lower reaches of the river. We 
also partnered with Friends of the Liesbeek in 

persuading the Unit to control other invasives.  

We have completed our survey of the birdlife in 
the Liesbeek basin and the data are currently 
being analysed. Preliminary analysis suggests a 

predictable spread of species.  

Counts: These enable us to monitor the 
birdlife at various sites around Cape Town. While 

theoretically we should continuously analyse 
these data, we at least attempt to respond to 

Nature Guides for the Western Cape  
As part of its Empowering People Programme, 

BirdLife South Africa has announced that an 
agreement has been signed with Airports 

Company South Africa to train 12 Nature 
Guides in the Western Cape.  The trainees will 

be sourced from the youth in the Khayelitsha 
and Mitchell’s Plain communities.  We hope to 
bring you more information about this initia-

tive in the future … so watch this space! 

The African Bird Fair 2022 

BirdLife South Africa will hosting The 
African Bird Fair 2022 on 22 and 23 

July this year … so be sure to save those dates!  
It will be a hybrid event, with the entire 

programme available virtually, and a face-to-
face event at Isdell House.  Do not miss it! 
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In the previous issue of Promerops we featured 
short descriptions of some of the bird counts 

that are regularly carried out by CBC members. 
Our aim was to provide some information about 

the counts and to encourage more CBC 
members to join a count team.  In this issue we 

continue with some more count descriptions … 

Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

The Athlone Sewage Works abuts Settlers Way 

opposite the old Athlone power station, which 
makes it easy to find and access.  Approximately 

nine years ago Cliff Dorse was approached by 
staff at the works for help with identifying an 

abundance of birds they had noticed after 
clearing the weeds out of the overgrown ponds. 

I joined the inaugural inspection count with Cliff 
and Callan Cohen plus a few other intrepid 

birders, and both waterbirds and bush birds 
were encountered. Apart from lockdown the 

count has taken place each month since then 
with Doug Harebottle, Dick Bos, and now 

Gerhard Bothma leading. 

The council staff also took an active interest in 
the early counts, with management sending 

some of their junior members, who had shown 
an interest in birds, to join us.  However building 

is now underway at the works, with major 
expansion and upgrading going on, so we no 
longer enter the section where bush birds can be 

found.  

The current count consists of a 2-3 hour stroll 
around the ponds which are on the Settlers 

Way/Jan Smuts intersection side.  Over the years 

Edith Stephens Monthly Count 

Edith Stephens was a well-known (and slightly 
eccentric) botanist and field naturalist who 

lectured at  the South African College – later the 
University of Cape Town – until her retirement in 

1940.  She was fascinated by the fresh water 
plants around the vleis of the Cape Flats, and 

could be seen out collecting specimens in her 
strange collecting attire – smock, bloomers, 

boots, and hat. One of her major goals was the 
restoration of the Cape Flats flora that had been 
overrun by alien vegetation. Accordingly, on 

receiving the Cape Tercentenary Foundation 
Award in 1957, she used the money to buy the 

Isoetes Vlei (named after the rare semi-aquatic 
plant, Isoetes capensis that flourished there). She 

donated the vlei to Kirstenbosch Gardens, and it 
later became the Edith Stephens Nature Reserve. 

the ponds have afforded us sightings of many 
bird species, with new  surprises still cropping 

up.  Sadly, either the water quality and/or the 
ongoing building have seen a marked decline in 

bird numbers, with some species, such as the 
flamingos,  completely disappearing.  This is why 

it is vital to continue these counts so that changes 
are documented.  More counters are needed – so 

do consider coming along for a visit. The birds, 
and the added bonus of the magnificent view 

across the water to Devils Peak, will make it well 
worthwhile. 

  More about CBC Bird Counts 

Gill Ford 

The ponds at Athlone WWTW 
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Edith Stephens Nature Reserve  
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Our group (consisting of 3-4 regular counters 

plus staff members if they are available) carries 

out a count at Edith Stephens on the first 

Thursday of every month, starting at 08h30.   The 

reserve consists of Cape Flats Sand Fynbos and 

Cape Flats Dune Strandveld surrounding the 
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large seasonal wetland. Nearly 100 bird species 
have been recorded there, as well as several 

endangered plant species and a population of 
the endangered Western Leopard Toad.  

We would welcome some additional counters to 

join our group.  The counts last about 2½ hours 

and you will find much to interest you.  To join 

one of the counts, contact Gerhard on 074 320 
0813 … you could well decide to become a 

regular!   
 

Consol Glass Count, Athlone 

This quarterly count takes place on the second 
Friday of February, May, August, and November.  

Our group of 2 regular counters meets in the 
parking lot of Kwanza Sands Minerals (a Consol 

Glass quarry) in Sand Industria just off the M7 at 
08h30, and the count lasts for about 2½ hours. 

The dredging process that takes place at the 

mine to extract silica sand for glass manufacture 
has resulted in large water bodies, which Consol  
Glass intends to hand back to the community as 

an urban park when the mining of this area 
comes to an end.  Although it will be some years 

before this happens, the company has started a 
rehabilitation programme in which banks are  

sloped, stabilised, and reseeded with indigenous 
vegetation, with a view to creating a sustainable 

wetland.  They consulted Cape Nature and the 
Cape Bird Club to ensure that their rehabilitation 

efforts were appropriate, and the CBC then 
undertook to monitor the bird numbers on a 
quarterly basis, as well as give suggestions for 

future rehabilitation initiatives. 

The result of the rehabilitation has been an influx 

of a number of bird species, including Reed 
Cormorants, Red-knobbed Coots,  African 

Darters, Yellow-billed Ducks, Blacksmith 
Lapwings, Three-banded Plovers, Brimstone and 

Yellow Canaries, Levaillant's Cisticolas, Little 
Rush Warblers, Lesser Swamp Warblers and Pin-

tailed Whydahs.  A sheer face of densely packed 
sand has become a well-established breeding 

bank for Brown-throated Martins.   

We would welcome some additional counters to 
help monitor the area.  Please contact Gerhard 

Bothma on 074 320 0813 if you are interested in 
coming along to this important count.  

 

Symphony Way Count 

This count takes place in the Symphony Way 

Nature Reserve on a quarterly basis on the last 
Friday of the months of January, April, July, and 

October.  We have 2-3 regular counters plus 
staff members if they are available and we meet 
at the nearby Edith Stephens Nature Reserve at 

08h30.   

The Symphony Way Nature reserve is a City of 
Cape Town reserve and is one of the stepping 

stone reserves across the Cape Flats, linking the 
Table Mountain chain and the Kogelberg 
Biosphere.  Our count provides valuable data on 

the seasonal presence of birds and their 
movements. 

The count lasts about 3 hours and many bush 

birds are seen.  The main reason for the count is 
to see the change from alien vegetation to 

fynbos as the reserve is transformed.  It serves as 
a reference for the reserve manager, Simonne 
Afonso, to know that the changes are impacting 

the wildlife in a positive way.  If you are 
interested in joining us on this transformational 

count, please contact Gerhard on 074 320 0813.  

 

Gerhard Bothma and Fiona Jones 
Gerhard Bothma and Fiona Jones 

Gerhard Bothma and Fiona Jones 

One of the water bodies at Consol Glass 
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The Symphony Way Nature Reserve 
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The Cape Bird Club embarked on a long-term 
bird survey of the Liesbeek River towards the 

end of 2020. The survey was coordinated by the 
Chair of the Conservation Sub-Committee, Dave 

Whitelaw, and a number of teams conducted 15-
minute point counts every two weeks at spots 

along the length of the river. These spots were 
selected to represent different physical features 

of the river, as well as different vegetation types. 

The main aim of the survey was to provide a 

baseline against which to compare future 
changes caused by urbanisation (such as  

infrastructure development and pollution) or, on 
the more positive side, to observe changes due 

to efforts to conserve and restore the river. A 
subsidiary aim was to understand seasonal 

changes, and therefore to conduct the survey for 
at least one year. (Some sites are aiming to 

continue for two years). Longitudinal data of this 
nature are quite unusual.  

This article summarises the first year of bird 
counts by the three teams on the lower reaches 

of the river, where the environment flattens out 
and opens up, providing relatively unimpeded 

views of the water, river banks, and sky. There 
are more reeds and fewer dense shrubs at these 
sites than higher up the river.   

Five people are involved in counting along this 

stretch, three from the Cape Bird Club (Penny 
Dichmont, Lynn Wilkinson and myself) and two 

volunteers from the Observatory community, 
Terna Gyuse and Alan Millar. The Club owes 

these two volunteers a big debt of gratitude as 
they allowed an important site to be added to 
the survey, where the final canalised section of 

the Liesbeek comes to an end, broadens into an 
area with small inlets and sloping banks, and 

joins the Black River. This site (which we call Site 
C) has proved to be particularly dynamic and 

rewarding, and the only one to be directly 
impacted during the course of the survey by 

grading and clearing in preparation for a 
commercial development.   

The first site (Site A) is higher up the river, on a 
narrow stretch with high banks, across Liesbeek 

Parkway from the Hartleyvale Stadium. Parking 
spots  and a pedestrian walkway line the edge of  

this site, and there are many passers-by, 
including dog-walkers. The second site (Site B) is 

a bit lower down, on the opposite side of the 
river, near the entrance gates of The South 

African Astronomical Observatory. Here the river 
is much wider with a central island and some 

muddy beaches that allow waders to forage.  It 
is generally a quieter area, but sometimes 

homeless people use this section for washing.  

Over the year in question (February 2021 to 
January 2022), we counted 21 times at Sites A 

and B, and 40 times at Site C. We identified a 
total of 43, 46 and 54 species at Sites A, B, and C 

respectively. We feel this is a slight undercount, 
especially with respect to swifts, warblers, and 
some seed-eaters: some birds were difficult to 

identify because they were too distant or hidden 
in the reeds, while sometimes our identification 

skills were sadly lacking.  The high number of 
species at Site C was a surprise, as this is 

A Year on the Lower Liesbeek 

Site A, opposite Hartleyvale Stadium 
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Site B, near the entrance gates to the Observatory 
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presumably the most polluted section of the 
river, given that it includes the area around the 

river’s confluence with the Black. The extensive 
vegetation on both sides of the Liesbeek, 

including the Raapenberg Bird Sanctuary, may 
contribute to this diversity. It was also at this site 

that we saw Cape Clawless Otters on two 
occasions.  

 

Some species were detected more frequently 

than others. Species that occurred more than 
half of the time in one or other of the sites were 

those that seem to be able to adjust to some 
degree of urbanisation, namely Red-knobbed 

Coots, Red-eyed Doves, Yellow-billed Ducks, 
Egyptian Geese, Hartlaub’s Gulls, Kelp Gulls, 
African Sacred Ibises, Hadada Ibises, Common 

Moorhens and Blacksmith Lapwings. Reed 
Cormorants and African Darters also occurred at 

Site C more than 50% of the time, as did 
Common Starlings in Sites A and B, and 

Southern Fiscals and Cape Weavers in Site A. A 
matter for celebration was that African Black 

Ducks occurred at Site A on 12 out of 21 
occasions: we were often anxious that they 

would zoom past on the fast-moving stream 
before we could catch them within the time 
limits of our count. 

Apart from the frequency of their presence, 
some birds also predominated in terms of 

numbers. We ended up counting Hartlaub’s 
Gulls on almost every visit and by the time we 

reached 2,881 at the end of our counting year, 
were heartily sick of them. Nonetheless, 

counting them revealed the flux in their numbers 
over time. At Site B, numbers suddenly swelled 

from less than 20 per count up to June 2021, to 
150 a month later, dropping off slowly thereafter 

to a third of their peak. We wondered what 
accounted for these changes.  

The example of Hartlaub’s Gulls raises a 

weakness in our survey method. We were 
instructed to count each and every bird that we 

could see well enough to identify, including 
those flying directly overhead. Clearly, several of 
these were not actually using the site, but 

travelling from one more distant area to another. 
The high seagull count for Site C is thus 

somewhat misleading, as the birds hardly ever 
settle. By way of contrast, the high numbers at 

Site B reflect the fact that many birds land in the 
wide, shallow area of water at that spot.  

A delight to watch were the kingfishers. We 
spotted Giant Kingfishers on 10 occasions, 

Malachites on 16 and Pied Kingfishers on 19.  On  
a very recent count at Site C we managed to 

spot all three species within the same half hour, 
but sadly not within our time limit. The large 

majority of Pied Kingfishers were at Site C where 
the birds usually occurred in pairs, flashing up 

and down the Black River, perching on the reeds 
at the confluence or hovering high above the 
water. At one time or another, we observed 

juveniles of each species, confirming that the 
birds must be breeding in the area. 

Another joy for the Site C team was when the 

Black-Crowned Night Herons, including several 
juveniles, began to roost in a willow tree from 

April 2021. Their numbers peaked at 17 on 18 
May when a loud noise caused them to all fly up 
into the air, revealing that many must have been 

hidden from our prying eyes in the centre of the 
tree during the weeks before. We made fools of 

ourselves trying to get to the site in the dark 
before the birds returned to roost, never 

managing to catch them, and never working out 
where their feeding grounds must be. By the 

end of September they had all disappeared.  

Apart from these specific details about species 

and numbers, what have we taken away from 
this experience of long-term counts on the lower 

Liesbeek?  First, returning to the same site 
repeatedly is more interesting than we had 

expected – on the one hand it is rewarding to 
get to know a site well, and on the other hand 
there always seem to be surprises. 

Site C, at the confluence of the Liesbeek  

and Black Rivers 
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Second, birdlife is remarkably resilient and it is a 
privilege to still be able to witness it in all its 

beauty within an urbanised environment. At the 
same time, it was painful to witness the start of 

clearing operations for the new commercial 
development at the former site of the River Club. 

Half of the area over which we counted has now 
been graded, and we no longer see the Black-

winged Kite which used to perch on one of the 
felled trees. 

———————————————- 

After perching for about two minutes, the bird 
flew behind the cottage. We followed it and 

found it on a low branch of a tree, where it 
stayed briefly, before flying off again. 

We could hardly believe that it was a Grey-
headed Kingfisher, because according to our 

Roberts field guides and apps, it is mostly found 
in the extreme north of South Africa, and not in 

the Western Cape at all. However, the purplish-
blue colour was very distinctive, and different 
from the normal kingfisher turquoise. Kathy 

pointed out that her SASOL guide had two pale 
spots on the  distribution map for this bird – one 

on the Peninsula and one in the vicinity of 
Langebaan – indicating that the species had 

been seen in the area on previous occasions, but 
was extremely rare. After much discussion, we 

decided that it was a Grey-headed Kingfisher 
juvenile, as it only had a few chestnut blotches, 

rather than the diagnostic chestnut belly. It was 
a lifer all round. 

We headed off to Geelbek Hide soon afterwards 
to make the most of the low tide. There was 

more excitement to come. As we were leaving, 
after enjoying a mixture of waders, Zoë heard an 

African Rail calling. She ran down the boardwalk 
past the shade cloth to get a clear view, followed 

by Penny. A birder who had left the hide a few 
minutes earlier was coming in the opposite 
direction to tell us where he had heard it calling. 

Jane Doherty 

The “Chestnut-banded Plovers”, consisting of 
Zoë Lunau-Johns, Penny Dichmont, and Kathy 

Sutton, took part in the “Wader Bash Lite” in the 
West Coast National Park in March this year. 

After a full day, rushing to six stops, we gathered 
for a presentation and some lucky draw prizes. 

To our surprise, the Big Prize, of two nights in 
the West Coast NP for four people, went to the 

Chestnut-banded Plovers! We invited Priscilla to 
join us. She readily agreed and offered to drive 

us there.  

We set off for Abrahamskraal Cottage on 

Monday 11 April. Soon after arriving, we sat 
down to enjoy some tea on the stoep. Kathy 
suddenly said, “What’s that?” as a bird landed on 

the edge of the carport roof. “A kingfisher!” 
Priscilla: “Yes!”. Zoë: (to herself) “Mmm…Grey-

necked? … Grey-backed? … then … Grey-headed! 
It’s a Grey-headed Kingfisher!” Penny: “What 

about Brown-hooded?” 

A Halcyon Visit to the West Coast   

The Grey-headed Kingfisher (Halcyon leucocephala) 
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Zoë, Penny, Kathy, and Priscilla 
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We scanned the reeds for movement. Then a 
shadow emerged, followed by another. In the 

fading light, it was just a flat silhouette, but a 
definite African Rail and another lifer for Penny!  

On our way to the cottage, we stopped at 

Abrahamskraal Hide. There again we heard the 
thrilling, trilling call of a rail, but did not see it.  

The hide soon felt like “home” as we took full 
advantage of being able to visit on our two 
evenings and two mornings there. The pair of 

rails were a recurring theme, and we later got 
multiple sightings of them, especially as the 

reeds in front of the hide had been recently 
cleared by the Honorary Rangers, improving 

visibility. 

Black Crakes, the evening flight of graceful 
African Spoonbills, and a very confiding resident 

Rock Kestrel all added to our enjoyment of this 
beautiful, peaceful spot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The beautiful and confiding Rock Kestrel 

Zo
ë 

Lu
n

au
-J

o
h

n
s 

Rare Bird Alert (on Telegram). This was because, 
as relatively inexperienced birders, we were 

worried that our ID would be refuted by other 
birders – we expected a barrage of sceptical 

comments! As a result, after some logistical 
problems, we only emailed Trevor Hardaker late 

on the second night.  

The following morning, we awoke to find a 
message on the Rare Bird Alert from Trevor, 
saying the kingfisher was a “seriously rare bird 

for the Western Cape, probably only the third 
ever record for the province”.  In an email to Zoë 

and Penny later that day, Trevor explained there 
had been one record of a Grey-headed 

Kingfisher, probably in the late 80s, in Cape 
Point Reserve, and another in the late 90s along 

the entrance road to Geelbek Restaurant. 

Although this was exciting, it was certainly a 

learning experience that we needed to report 
rare sightings immediately in the future.  

To continue with our adventures along the West 

Coast, on our second day we went to Kliphoek 
Salt Pans at Velddrif. Here we got great views of 

a Red-necked Phalarope, thanks to help from 
Jan Kotze of Kuifkopvisvanger Farm.  

 

Zoë writes: 

On the last day we visited the hide early in the 
morning. As we arrived the view was mainly of 

mist, which made it tricky to see anything, but 
patience prevailed ... a rail emerged from the 

reeds to the left, in front of the hide, before 
ducking into a small cluster of reeds. But then it 

came out into the open. I expected it to retreat 
within seconds. Luckily, the rail actually stood in 

The Red-necked Phalarope at Kuifkopvisvanger 
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Seeing a flock of Cape Penduline-tits on some 
dead branches, in the sunrise light on our first 

morning, was another bonus.  

A Western Barn Owl became another special 
feature, as we saw it fly off from the tree behind 

the cottage a few times.  Zoë had heard it calling 
throughout the first night.  

While at Geelbek Hide on our first evening, we 
had got a text from a friend, an experienced 

birder, confirming our ID of the Grey-headed 
Kingfisher. Unfortunately, we were still indecisive 

about whether to post the sighting on the Cape 
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the open, and so I got my best African Rail 
pictures on that misty morning. 

As we stopped at the Engen One-Stop that day, 
after visiting the Fossil Park, we scanned the 

electric pylons, in a last hope of seeing the 
Martial Eagle there.  As we approached the R27 I 

saw a large bird land on a pylon in the distance 
and then take off.  We followed it, pulling over 

to get a good view of it … Yes! It was the eagle 
we had hoped to see, carrying what looked like a 

small mammal. I returned home, with six lifers 
from the trip! 

           Promerops Caption Competition: The winner of this issue’s caption competition is:  Marilyn Hoole     

Congratulations Marilyn –  you have earned bragging rights for the next 4 months!  Photograph by:  Jenny Wentzel 

OH NO Mel … have we missed Flock to Marion?? 

Penny Dichmont and Zoë Lunau-Johns  

African Rail in the mist 
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We stopped at Seeberg Hide on the way to the 
Fossil Park. Not long afterwards, a large bird 

came flying in from the far right. We did not 
know what it was at first, but when we saw it 

make a steep dive into the water, we knew it was 
a Western Osprey. It caught a fish and then flew 

off to one of the wooden poles far away. 

Western Osprey with its catch 
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The star bird of the period was undoubtedly 
southern Africa’s first Laughing Gull, spotted on 

Santos Beach in Mossel Bay by Don Reid late on 
the afternoon of 6 February.  It was at first 

mistakenly identified as a Franklin’s Gull, but 
flight shots taken the following morning,  

showing the upper wing pattern, confirmed the 
identification and the rush to Mossel Bay by 

birders from across the country commenced.  
This vagrant from the Atlantic coast-line of the 

Americas seemed to have established a regular 
pattern of movements and many birders 
connected with it over the next six days, but by 

the morning of Sunday 13 February it had 
disappeared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A number of the visitors to Mossel Bay used the 
opportunity to head inland and look for the 

migrant Grey Wagtail at the Rust en Vrede 
waterfall outside Oudtshoorn.  This bird was first 

seen there on 25 January and stayed at this site 
until at least 5 March.  Very surprisingly, a 
second Grey Wagtail was spotted and 

photographed on a rooftop in Gardens, Cape 

Town on the morning of 5 May.  This sighting 
was almost certainly a case of “reverse 

migration”. Unfortunately, despite a number of 
local birders combing the area, it could not be 

relocated. 

A new species for the Western Cape was a Red-

breasted Swallow found by Dominic 
Rollinson at Rietvlei outside Cape Town on the 

afternoon of Sunday 17 April.  It was seen (and 
photographed) again the following day, but was 

not seen again thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost as exciting was the discovery, again by 

Dominic, of a Gull-billed Tern, a very rare bird 
in the Western Cape, at the Kliphoek Salt Pans in 

Velddrif on the West Coast on 14 April.  The bird 
was subsequently seen by numerous birders at 

two separate roost sites as well as feeding over 
de Plaat, with the most reliable site being 

Kliphoek where it was still present until at least 
the 10 May. 

 

  Western Cape Rarities Roundup 
11 January to 10 May 2022 

We hope you enjoy our new look rarities 

column!  Please note that none of the sightings 
listed below have been verified by either a 

regional or national rarities committee. Send 
your rarity sightings to Otto Schmidt at 

ottoschmidt@telkomsa.net. 

The Laughing Gull at Mossel Bay 
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The Red-breasted Swallow at Rietvlei 
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The Gull-billed Tern at Kliphoek Salt Pans 
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Unfortunately, seen only once by a group of four 
Cape Bird Club members, was a Grey-headed 

Kingfisher, perched on the carport of 
Abrahamskraal Cottage in the West Coast 

National Park on the afternoon of 11 April. (See 
“A Halcyon Visit to the West Coast” on page 24.)

This is the second record of this species for the 
WCNP and probably only the third record for the 

Western Cape.   

Also of interest was the sighting of a Black-

throated Canary at the Strandfontein Waste 
Water Treatment Works by Cliff Dorse on the 

morning of 22 April. It was relocated again the 
next day when a number of birders connected 

with it, and was last reported on April 29. This 
small seedeater, generally seen in flocks, just 

sneaks into the Western Cape in the dry far 
northern-eastern corner, but there are 

occasional records from farther south-west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A species regularly in the news during February 
and March was the European Roller, with a 
notable influx of birds across the Western Cape. 

The attractive Fulvous Whistling Duck is 

generally a tricky bird to find in the province, but 
from mid-January onwards considerable 

numbers appeared at various sites.  Paardevlei at 
Somerset West had 20+ birds on 19 January. On 

the following day, 30-40 birds were seen at 
Wildevoëlvlei near Kommetjie, and notable 

numbers have been reported from 
Strandfontein, mainly on Pan P4, with over 60 
birds present on 25 February.  Although a 

freshwater species, small numbers were even 
reported on the Berg River on 6 February and 

from the Geelbek hide in the WCNP by CBC 
members on a club outing on 20 March. 

Numbers of birds were still present at 
Strandfontein at the end of this review period.  

Of interest is the fact that the Namibia Bird 
Club’s journal Lanioturdus also reported 

numbers of these ducks from both inland and 
coastal habitats from November 2021 until 

February 2022.  One wonders where these birds 
are coming from. 

Perhaps the most elusive bird recorded over this 
period was a single Red-tailed Tropicbird.  The 
bird, presumably the same individual, had been 

reported from the Kommetjie area several times, 
and was seen again at the nearby Soetwater 

Resort on 4 February.  Then, a non-birder 
managed to get a cell phone shot of the bird 

whilst walking in Newlands Forest on 27 
February.  It was seen again over the Steenberg 

golf course on 9 April and the most recent 
record was from Platboom near Cape Point on 

26 April.  Each sighting sparked off a new wave 
of interest in this highly mobile bird, but it 
seemed to vanish into thin air, only to reappear 

again in an altogether different location.  

There were of course many other interesting 
rarities reported over this period, and reports of 

these can be obtained by signing up to receive 
Trevor Hardaker’s twice-weekly SA Rare Bird 

News reports. These cover all of the southern 
African sub-region, with emailed “breaking 

news” reports also regularly put out by Trevor.  
More specifically, interested Western Cape 

birders can sign up to the Cape RARE Bird Alert 
on Telegram, with a General Birding Chat group, 

also on Telegram, available for reporting other 
species of interest, or for general birding 
discussions. 

The Black-throated Canary  at Strandfontein 
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Victorin’s Warbler as Rockrunner 

Victorin’s Warbler Cryptillas victorini is endemic 
to rank mountain fynbos, from the Cederberg to 

the mountains to the west of Gqeberha (Port 
Elizabeth). It is typically associated with dense 
vegetation along streams and seeps, but 

occasionally occurs along forest margins and 
even in coastal scrub near Knysna.  It used to be 

placed in the genus Bradypterus together with 
other skulking warblers such as the Little Rush, 

Knysna, and Barratt’s Warblers in the family 
Locustellidae, but genetic evidence shows that it 

forms part of a small African family, the 
Macrosphenidae, which includes the crombecs, 

longbills and three other monotypic genera: the 
Cape Grassbird, the Moustached Grass-warbler, 
and the Rockrunner.  

From a birder’s perspective, its placement is 

perhaps best supported by its vocalisations, 
which are more varied than those of Bradypterus 

warblers. Indeed, the song is somewhat 
convergent with that of the Cape Grassbird, and 
Victorin’s Warblers sometimes respond to 

playback of Cape Grassbird song.  Recently, 
however, I was struck by the similarity of birds in 

the northern Cederberg to the Rockrunner. 
During a six-day transit from Sanddrift to 

Pakhuis Pass, I was surprised to find Victorin’s 
Warblers most commonly on some of the more 

arid rocky hill slopes. One morning near 
Boontjieskloof Hut I came across one running 

across a rock with its tail raised in a posture 
typical of a Rockrunner. Cape Grassbirds also 
occasionally perch on rocks, but I was struck by 

how much more agile the Victorin’s Warbler was, 
recalling a Rockrunner rather than the more 

ponderous Grassbird. 

 

——————————————————- 

Pre-migration ‘circusing’ in Little Swifts 

On 8 April 2022 I observed a flock of about 30 
Little Swifts giving an extended screaming 

display or ‘circusing’ above Muizenberg beach 
shortly after sunrise. The birds were circling in a 

tight group a few hundred metres above the 
beach, chorusing together, but occasionally 

stopped calling and dispersed, dropping 50-100 
metres at high speed, before regrouping and 

resuming the screaming display. Little Swifts are 
regular in small numbers in the Muizenberg 

area, usually among other swifts in mixed-
species flocks. However, there are no breeding 

colonies or roost sites where such circusing 
displays are common. This was the first time I 

have heard or seen them circusing in the area.  

The swifts’ flight behaviour reminded me of pre-

migration flocking in White-winged Terns (when 
there used to be enough terns to gather into 

large flocks before heading north). And the 
timing of the observation is consistent with pre-

migratory behaviour. The Little Swift is a partial 
migrant in the Western Cape, with SABAP 

records suggesting that most birds depart in 
April.   

Roberts 7 suggests that circusing in Little Swifts is 
associated with a variety of activities, including 

preparing for migration, citing Brooke and 
Vernon (1961, Ostrich 32(3):128-133). Indeed, the 

Birds of the Western Palearctic also makes the 
same claim based on the same source, but 

Brooke and Vernon only describe circusing at a 
breeding site; they don’t report pre-migration 
circusing in the species. The paper is based on 

Carl Vernon’s observations of a resident 
population in northern Zambia. Brooke and 

Vernon refer to David Lack’s classic book on 
Common Swifts, Swifts in a Tower (1956), which 

includes pre-migration preliminaries as one of 
the possible functions of circusing in swifts.  

I encourage other birders to report circusing in 
swifts away from their breeding sites, to give 

further insights into the functions of this 
behaviour. 

Members’ Observations 

Peter Ryan 

Peter Ryan 

Well done CBC members! 

Some great news following the highly 

successful Flock to Marion cruise in January of 
this year (one of the main aims of which was to 
raise funds for the Mouse-Free Marion project 

(MFM)): we have received a certificate of 
appreciation from MFM, confirming that the 

Cape Bird Club has sponsored the eradication 
of mice from 20 hectares of Marion Island.   

Congratulations CBC! 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES   

EVENING MEETINGS:  These are normally held at 20h00 on the second Thursday of each month 
at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  When the risk of Covid-19 

makes such gatherings unsafe, the meetings will be held online via Zoom, starting at 19h30.  Meetings 
feature interesting illustrated talks by birding experts, ornithologists, or professionals in related fields.  

Please look out for notices in the eNewsletter which will inform you about the format of the meetings 
and provide Zoom links for the virtual meetings. 

FIELD OUTINGS: are listed in the CBC Programme below, and reminders are sent out in the 

eNewsletter.   Please note that all Covid-19 protocols must be observed –  participants must wear 
masks, practice social distancing, and not share equipment.  A register will be kept by the outing 
leader in case we need to contact you.  Please stay at home if you are not feeling well. 

COURSES and CAMPS: are being gradually resumed after having been put on hold for a while 

due to the pandemic. Please look out for notices announcing these activities in the eNewsletter. 

BIRD COUNTS:  Our club supports ornithological research and conservation projects by conducting 

regular bird counts at a number of sites. Dates, times, and contact details of count leaders appear in 
the CBC Programme below.  Additional helpers are always welcome, so please contact the count leader 

if you would like to join a count. 

 .   

CBC PROGRAMME:  July – November 2022 

      JULY 2022  ———————–-———- 

Saturday 2 July  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      (Note later winter starting time.)                 

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours.  Dress warmly as it can get very cold in the hides.   
Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry 

permit at the gate.   

Directions: Take the M5 (Prince George Drive) towards Grassy Park.  Look out for Nando ’s at the 
5th Avenue traffic lights. Turn here – left if coming from the Rondebosch side or right if coming from 
the Muizenberg side.  Continue along 5th Avenue to the first set of traffic lights. Turn right into Perth 

Road and continue to the end of the road.  

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 3 July  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader:  John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Tuesday 5 July  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  SANCCOB  –  something different! 

Liaison:  Lynette de Beer        082 631 2114      lynettedb2@gmail.com 

Meet at 09h00 or 10h00.  We will be visiting the SANCCOB centre in Table View and we have 
booked two tours of the facility so that members can see first hand how SANCCOB operates.   

Tour One: 09h00           Cost: Adults R60, Children R50, Pensioners R40 – all for a good cause.    

Tour Two: 10h00    

NB.  It is essential to book your preferred time slot with Lynette no later than Tuesday, 28 June.  

mailto:lynettedb2@gmail.com
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Last month’s talk by Dr David Roberts, SANCCOB’s seabird veterinarian, plus his fascinating article in 
Promerops 319:10 (March 2021), are sure to have whetted your appetite for this tour of the SANCCOB 

centre, so be sure not to miss it.   The tour takes about one hour so members may like to visit the 
neighbouring Rietvlei Nature Reserve before or after their selected tour. There is an entrance fee to 

this reserve. 

Directions:  SANCCOB,  22 Pentz Drive, Table View.   Take the R27 (West Coast Road) out of 
town, past the Milnerton Golf Course. Turn right into Blaauwberg Road (M14) and then right into Pentz 

Drive.   SANCCOB is on the right.   Please arrive timeously to complete all Covid protocols. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 7 July – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 9 July  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 10 July  −  Strandfontein WWTW Quarterly Count (CWAC) 

Leader:   Graham Pringle    083 707 1339    Meet at: 08h30   (Note later winter starting time.)                 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 14 July  –  Wildevoëlvlei CWAC Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 14 July  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Magical Makuleke 

Speaker:  Jonathan Hemp 

Meet at 19h30 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30.  
Please check the eNewsletter for final meeting arrangements. 

Marje and Jonathan Hemp first visited northern Kruger in 1991, and have returned fairly regularly 

since.  In both 2020 and 2021 they tackled BirdLife SA’s Birding Big Day from the EcoTraining camp in 
Makuleke, the Conservancy bounded by the Luvuvhu River in the south and the Limpopo River in the 

north, also known as the Pafuri Triangle. It is arguably the best birding area in Kruger, with remarkably 
diverse habitats and specials such as Pel’s Fishing Owl, Arnot’s Chat, Racket-tailed Roller, Black-
throated Wattle-eye, Böhm's Spinetail, Tropical Boubou, and Crested Guineafowl. The talk will cover 

some of the fascinating history, the spectacular geography, and the rich avifauna of the region. 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 15 July  –  Athlone WWTW CWAC Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 16 July  −  Zandvlei Quarterly Count  (CWAC) 

Leader:   Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at: 08h00  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 17 July  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Dick Dent Bird Sanctuary, Strand                

Leader: Daryl de Beer     082 881 8590    daryldb@mweb.co.za 

Meet at 08h30. This wetland, which is situated close to the Lourens River, was once a waste-
water treatment works, however the 25 acres now enjoy conservation initiatives that maintain its 

natural wetland status.  

Directions: From the N2 take the Broadway Boulevard glide-off. At the traffic lights turn right onto 

(Note change of starting time.) 
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Broadway Boulevard. Cross the freeway and continue for some time, passing the Strand Golf Club and 
Dick Dent on your right. At the Da Gama Street traffic lights, turn right and then right again into 

Jennings Street. Continue to the T-junction at the end of Jennings Street. Turn right and park.  

———————————–—————————————————————————- 

Friday 29 July – Symphony Way Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30 at Edith Stephens NR. 

———————————–—————————————————————————- 

Saturday 30 July  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary CWAC Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

For the all-day CAR Count on Saturday 30 July, please liaise with members of your usual team. 

A CWAC Count will also take place at Radyn Dam (Malmesbury) on a weekday in July.  Additional 
helpers will be most welcome and can contact Otto Schmidt at 021 674 2381 for details. 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

      AUGUST 2022   —————————- 

Thursday 4 August  –  Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 4 August  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Succulent Workshop  

Facilitator: Alison James       NB.  Email: alisondougjames@gmail.com to book your place.  

Workshop duration: 10h00 – 12h30    Maximum 16 participants.     RSVP required.  

This is an outing with a difference! Following the great success of this event last year, Alison will once 

again host a workshop on succulent plants. Come and learn how to make your garden more drought 
resistant. Participants will receive notes on the plants that Alison introduces. She will include some 

succulents that attract birds. There will be a tour of her garden followed by tea and question time. Each 
participant will receive some cuttings (free), but Alison will also have 6-packs of mixed succulents on 

sale at R50 each.    

Directions: Those who book will receive directions by email.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 6 August  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      (Note later winter starting time.)                 

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours.  Dress warmly as it can get very cold in the hides.   
Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry 

permit at the gate.  For directions please see 2 July. 
————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 7 August  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 11 August – Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

—————————————————————————————————————-  

Thursday 11 August  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Two Rivers Urban Park  

Leader: Otto Schmidt     021 674 2381  or   073 043 2761      ottoschmidt@telkomsa.net  

Meet at 09h00. We will start birding along the Liesbeek River opposite Hartleyvale Stadium, 
including the temporary wetlands. We may see Giant, Pied, and Malachite Kingfishers, African Black 

mailto:alisondougjames@gmail.com
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Duck, and maybe even a Grey-headed Gull.  We will then visit the bird hide at the SA Astronomical 
Observatory which overlooks a temporary wetland area at the junction of the Black and Liesbeek 

Rivers. This wetland should be full at this time of the year and species seen here in the past include 
Little Bittern, Purple Heron, Greater Flamingo, White-faced Whistling Duck, Blue-billed Teal and White-

backed Duck.    Bring tea/coffee and snacks.ked Duck.    Bring tea/coffee and snacks. 

Directions: From Liesbeek Parkway, heading towards the City, turn right at the Station Road/ 
Observatory Road traffic lights. Hartleyvale Stadium is on your left. Cross the bridge over the river,  

then turn right again towards the Wild Fig Restaurant and continue towards the end of the road. Park 
just below the restaurant.  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 11 August  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Flock to Marion 2022 – In Search of Seabirds 

Speaker:  Otto Schmidt 

Meet at 19h30 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30.  
Please check the eNewsletter for final meeting arrangements. 

After a year’s postponement due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 1500 eager birders set off from Cape 
Town on 24 January 2022 on an 8-day/7-night cruise to the Prince Edward Islands in the Southern 

Ocean in search of seabirds, and also to raise awareness (and funding) for the proposed eradication of 
house mice on Marion Island. Otto’s presentation covers this third cruise organised by BirdLife South 
Africa. He shares with us something of life on board the huge MSC Orchestra as well as photographs 

(taken by him and other talented photographers) of the many special birds seen during the 
voyage.  This talk was presented at a Kirstenbosch Gardens Room to Grow webinar in May. 

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 12 August  –  Consol Glass Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  in the parking lot at Kwanza 

Sands Minerals, 19 Silica Road, Athlone. 

——————————————————————————————————————-  

Saturday 13 August  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————-  

Friday 19 August  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma  074-320-0813   Meet at:  08h30  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 21 August  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Rooi Els and Harold Porter Botanical Garden  

Leader : John Magner      082 8813845        johnmagner@netactive.co.za  

Meet at 08h30 in the parking area outside the Rooi Els restaurant/ shopping centre.  

We will walk along the gravel road at Rooi Els to look for Cape Rockjumpers, Ground Woodpeckers, 
and (hopefully!) a Sentinel Rock Thrush. We will then visit the beautiful Harold Porter Botanical Garden 

(a small entrance fee is payable unless you are a member of the Botanical Society, so remember your 
membership card). This garden is one of the best places to find the elusive Victorin’s Warbler and 

other endemics such as Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, and Cape Siskin. Bring tea and 
snacks.  

Directions: From Cape Town take the N2 through Somerset West. Just before the assent to Sir 

Lowry’s Pass turn right into Sir Lowry’s Pass Road (M165) towards Gordon’s Bay. Continue straight to 
the T-junction in Gordon’s Bay and turn left into Faure Marine Drive (R44) which takes you along the 

coastline and eventually becomes Clarence Drive. Cross the bridge at the start of the village of Rooi Els, 
then take the first right into Anemone Street and park in front of the small shopping centre where we 

meet.  

(Note change of starting time.) 
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Saturday 27 August  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt      079 130 7876      Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————–——————————————-- 

      SEPTEMBER 2022   ———————— 

Thursday 1 September  –  Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————–——————————————-- 
Saturday 3 September  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 

warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s 
licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.      For directions please see 2 July.  

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 4 September  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Tuesday 6 September  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Sunbird Centre, Silvermine Nature Reserve  

Leader: Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429      eric.margs@gmail.com  

Meet at 08h30 at the Sunbird Centre. The walking trail follows the middle section of the 
Silvermine River at the western end of Kleintuin mountain. We can expect to see a number of fynbos 

endemics such as Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape Siskin. Other species include Bar-
throated Apalis, Cape Grassbird, Cape Robin-chat, Jackal Buzzard, Southern Boubou, and Bokmakierie.  

Directions: Travel along Ou Kaapse Weg towards Fish Hoek until you see Silvermine Retirement 

Village / Noordhoek Manor / Silvermine Road on your right. Turn left here and drive through a boom 
gate and down the road. Park on the grass at the Sunbird Centre.  

———————————————————————–——————————————--  

Thursday 8 September  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 08 September  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Members’ Photographic Evening 

 

Meet at 19h30 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 
Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30.   

Members are invited to show a selection of 3-10 of their best photos of birds and to tell the story 

behind them.  They can be ‘stand-alone’ photos or a series of photos telling one story.  The story 

may describe the depicted characteristics or behaviour of the bird(s) or it may relate the circumstances 

in which you managed to take the photo.  The timing of your presentation is important - each 

photographer will have just 6 minutes to talk to their own photographs.  If you would like your 

photographs to be showcased, please apply BEFORE 19 August 2022 to pbeeton@mweb.co.za.  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 10 September  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

(Note change of starting time.) 

mailto:pbeeton@mweb.co.za
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Friday 16 September  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma    074-320-0813      Meet at:  08h30  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 18 September  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Ganzekraal  

Leader:  Gigi Laidler          082 485 8399           gigi.laidler@gmail.com 

Meet at 08h00: Ganzekraal is a Cape Nature Reserve on the R27 that has recently been 
proclaimed. It covers a large area inland as far as Mamre, but most of it is not accessible to the public 
at the moment. We will be walking in the  coastal section of the reserve, which will allow us to see a 

variety of coastal and terrestrial birds. This year the walk is at the end of the spring flower season, but 
that means we should see some different bird species compared to other years.  We access the area 

through the Ganzekraal Resort and walk north towards the Grotto Bay road. The walk will take 
between two and a half and three hours, then we will be back at the cars for tea.  

Directions: Travel up R27, past Koeberg Nature Reserve, Silverstroomstrand, and turn left 

towards Ganzekraal Resort. We will meet just outside the gate of the resort at 08h00.  

We will be parking the cars near the entrance of the Ganzekraal Resort and walking from there.  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 24 September – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt      079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

      OCTOBER 2022  ————————- 

Saturday 1 October  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton         079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 
warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s 
licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.      For directions please see 2 July.  

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 2 October  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner      082 881 3845       Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 6 October  –  Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 8 October   –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson       021 705 5224         Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 9 October  –   Strandfontein WWTW Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Graham Pringle       083 707 1339       Meet at: 08h00    

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 9 October  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Keurbos Bird Reserve, Elgin 

Leader:  Carin Malan   073 172 2660    carin.malan@fruitways.co.za  
Meet at 08h00.  Our leader, Carin Malan, is a keen bird photographer and, as an active 

committee member of BirdLife Overberg, she knows this area well.  Keurbos is Jessie Walton’s apple 

mailto:gigi.laidler@gmail.com
mailto:carin.malan@fruitways.co.za
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farm and nursery. Jessie has established an indigenous garden enjoyed by people and birds. She has a 
passion for rescuing injured and baby birds and assisting them back into the wild.  There is a lovely 

wetland where Jessie has constructed a hide at one of the ponds and this is where we will start birding.  
Bring your own refreshments. 

Directions:  Take the N1 from Cape Town towards Somerset West and over Sir Lowry ’s Pass.   Just 

past Peregrine Farmstall turn right onto the Viljoenshoop Road. Continue for about 5km, then turn left  
onto Highlands Road. Continue on this road for another 3.7km past the Keurbos Nursery on the right 

to the Keurbos Bird Reserve (no 71) wetland hide on the left. Park just beyond the farm cottages where 
Carin will meet us. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 13 October  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429       Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 15 October  –  Zandvlei Quarterly Count 

Leader:   Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at: 08h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Wednesday 19 October  –  EVENING MEETING  –  To be announced 

   PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE              

Meet at 19h30 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30.  
Please check the eNewsletter for details of the presentation and final meeting arrangements. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 20 October  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area 

Leader:  Dave Whitelaw    082 646 1024       davesue@mweb.co.za 

Meet at 08h30.  The Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area (KRCA) consists of 52ha in the 
centre of the racecourse, and is regarded as the best example of Cape Flats Sand Fynbos remaining in 

the Cape Peninsula.  It is one of the largest stretches of natural vegetation remaining in Cape Town's 
southern suburbs, and hosts more than 300 indigenous plant species of which 34 are considered to be 

threatened with extinction. Many of these rare species are endemic to Cape Flats Sand Fynbos.  

Besides being botanically important, it also hosts 11 amphibians, including 3 highly endangered 
endemic frogs, at least 17 reptile species, and 10 mammal species as well as a healthy bird community 

of at least 80 species. This outing will last 1-2 hours and will be led by one of the KRCA rangers. 

Directions:  Travel along the M5 and turn off at Exit 15.  If coming from the north, turn right into 
Racecourse Rd, (If coming from the south, turn left into Racecourse Rd.)  Continue on Racecourse Rd, 
(heading towards the mountain) to the traffic lights at the corner of the Kenilworth Centre, where you 

turn left into Doncaster Rd.  Follow Doncaster Rd. to the intersection with Rosmead Ave. where you 
turn left into Rosmead.  Continue to the Pick n Pay office park entrance (on your left)  and turn left at 

the traffic lights. The racecourse entrance is a short distance further on, to the right.  Secure parking. 

———————————————————————————————————————-   

Friday 21 October –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma  074-320-0813  Meet at:  08h30  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 28 October  –  Symphony Way Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30 at Edith Stephens NR. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 29 October – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt       079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

(Note change of starting time.) 
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        NOVEMBER 2022   ———————— 

Tuesday 1 November –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Soetwater Environmental Education Centre 

Leader:  Linda Hibbin    076 140 6667      linda.hibbin@gmail.com 

Meet at 09h00.  Soetwater is a protected natural coastal region. The rocky shores, vegetated 
dune system, fynbos, and mountain slopes provide a paradise for coastal birds, including cormorants, 

plovers, oystercatchers, and whimbrels, as well as terrestrial birds such as robins, francolins, weavers, 
kites and buzzards.  At the Environmental Education Centre we shall meet Lappies Labuschagne who 

will introduce us to what we can expect to find at the reserve.  Bring along your refreshments. 

Directions:  Follow Kommetjie Road to the Slangkop Road turnoff, (just past Ocean View, on the 
left). Turn left and follow Slangkop Road to the stop street. Cross the road and head straight downhill 

on Lighthouse Road to the entrance of the Soetwater Resort. A small entrance fee is required to enter 
the resort.  We shall meet at the entrance at 09h00. 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 3 November  –  Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 5 November  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 

warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.  Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s 
licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.      For directions please see 2 July.  

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 6 November  – Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner     082 881 3845       Meet at:  08h00 

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 10 November  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429      Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 10 November  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust 

Speaker:  Dr Odette Curtis-Scott  
Meet at 19h30 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. Should 
Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30.  Please 

check the eNewsletter for final meeting arrangements. 

Dr Odette Curtis-Scott is the Director of the Overberg Renosterveld Conservation Trust.  She will be 

talking about the work of the Trust over the last 10 years – conserving habitats for our unique 

biodiversity (including the Endangered Black Harrier).   

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 11 November  –  Consol Glass Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  in the parking lot at Kwanza 

Sands Minerals, 19 Silica Road, Athlone. 

——————————————————————————————————————-  

Saturday 12 November  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

(Note change of starting time.) 
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Friday 18 November  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma     074-320-0813     Meet at:  08h30  

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 20 November   –  SUNDAY OUTING  –   Cape Flats Nature Reserve, UWC 

Leader:  Dennis Laidler      082 365 2755     dennislaidler@gmail.com

Meet at 08h00.  The 30ha Cape Flats Nature Reserve and Provincial Heritage Site is a private 
nature reserve under the administration of the University of the Western Cape, first created as a refuge 
for Strandveld and Coastal Fynbos. It now functions as a base for ecological training, environmental 

education, and research, and provides a natural space for the public to enjoy.  It hosts dozens of 
species of birds such as Black-winged Kite, Spotted Thick-knee, cisticolas, mousebirds, Klaas’s Cuckoo, 

Cape Siskin, and a variety of water birds.  You will need to carry your refreshments with you. 

Directions:  From Cape Town on the N2 take the exit to Robert Sobukwe Drive, M10. Continue 
for some time until you turn in at the main entrance to UWC on the right. Once through the security 
check point, turn immediately into the Reserve parking area on the right where we will meet. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 26 November  – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt      079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

 

TIERFONTEIN RONDAWEL 

Self-catering rondawel for two in the 

Southern Overberg, near Baardskeerdersbos.  
Situated on a lily pond in pristine fynbos.  

Tranquil and relaxing. Beautiful walks and 
kloofing with excellent birding. 

www.tierfonteinrondawel.com                         

CBC  SMALL  ADS 

CBC Small Ads are available to all at R100 per insertion (max 50 words + heading).  Cash with order please.   

Rates for larger display ads on request. Contact Dennis Randell at 082 320 3377 or email randestates@yebo.co.za  

Bird watching, star gazing, trail biking. Only 40 
minutes from Cape Town. 

Fully equipped self catering cottage on a 
working horse farm. Air conditioned, free WiFi,  

TV, wood burner fireplace, gas braai. Peaceful 
and tranquil.  

Enjoy bird watching at the dam, endless trail 
bike riding, cosy nights by the fire. 

Couples only, no children or pets. R900 per 

night. 2 nights minimum stay.  Midweek 
specials available. 

Contact Viqui on 082 667 5296 or email 
info@toolnet.co.za 

THE HOBBIT HOUSE @ RODEO EQUESTRIAN, Malmesbury, Swartland 
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