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At our AGM on 10 March, our Chairperson, Priscilla Beeton, and our Vice-Chair, Johan 

Schlebusch will be stepping down from their leadership roles on the CBC committee, and 
from the committee itself.  This is a heavy blow, as they have been outstanding leaders of  

our club for seven years and six years respectively, and members of the committee for even 
longer.  Their wisdom and guidance (not to mention their enthusiasm and hard work!) will be 

sorely missed.  On behalf of our club I wish to extend enormous thanks to both of them for 
their contributions to the smooth running and the far-sighted development of the CBC.  A full 

tribute to these champions will be published in the July 2022 issue of Promerops. 

In this issue of your magazine we bring you two exciting trip reports.  The first is a report on a 
fantastic pelagic trip organised by Trevor Hardaker and his Zest for Birds team to assist BLSA’s 

Albatross Task Force in obtaining educational footage of seabirds thronging around a fishing trawler.  
You will enjoy the enthusiasm with which Trevor describes the trip, and won’t fail to get excited 
about the many thrilling sightings they had. See page 10.  The second trip report is by Gill Ainslie, 

who joined an epic tour of the Kruger National Park and the Makuleke Concession.  What a fantastic 
trip!  By the time I’d finished reading it, I was green with envy!  See page 15. 

Also in this issue, some of the leaders of our regular CBC bird counts have written descriptions of the 

particular counts that they organise.  We hope that by learning a bit about the various counts, you 
will be encouraged to join one of these really important data-gathering activities.  The first of these 

articles (on page 8) is about the Quarterly Strandfontein Count, while on pages 23 to 26 you will find 
descriptions of the counts at Wildevoëlvlei, Zandvlei, Paarl Bird Sanctuary, and Kirstenbosch.  Please 

consider doing your bit for citizen science and join a bird count team – you won’t regret it!                                                                                                                 

EDITORIAL 

A new Visitor Centre for SANCCOB 

To improve its self-sustainability in the years 
ahead and thus strengthen its seabird 
rehabilitation service, the Southern African 
Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds 
(SANCCOB) is planning to build a new Visitor 
Centre at its Cape Town base in Table View. The 
new development will offer a multi-purpose 
facility that will house a large educational space, 
meeting room, coffee shop, and souvenir shop. 
The centre, which will have a new entrance, will 
be constructed adjacent to the existing facilities 
and will offer exceptional views of the Rietvlei Nature Reserve and Table Mountain, as well as a view 
of the resident African Penguins and other seabirds in the Home Pen.  

SANCCOB's Education Department reaches hundreds of school pupils annually through its formal 
education programme and on-site school visits from education institutions in Cape Town. Young 
people learn about marine conservation, recycling practices, and how to be custodians of our natural 
resources.  The new centre will considerably expand SANCCOB’s educational reach, and on days 
when no educational activities are scheduled, the venue will be available for veterinary workshops, 
conferences, meetings, and events.  The coffee shop is sure to be popular with its view of the Rietvlei 
Nature Reserve and Table Mountain backdrop.  

Please help SANCCOB reach further, teach more, and be more self-sustainable. 

To make a donation, go to: https://sanccob.co.za/donate.php  
or email Ronnis Daniels at Ronnis@sanccob.co.za.   

Fiona Jones 

mailto:Ronnis@sanccob.co.za
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We are delighted to welcome these new 

members to the Cape Bird Club … 

Martin Vleggaar and son Ethan, Atlantic Beach 

Roslin Liemens, Strandfontein Village 

Elizabeth and Trevor Pascoe and Brodie and 

  Grace, Constantia 

Elize and Nico Koch, Somerset West 

David and Colleen Miller, Tokai 

Simon Raab, Paarl 

Janet and Rob Mackay, Kenilworth 

Bob Chappell and Carina du Preez, Claremont 

Siggi Öhler, Cape Town 

Brigid Ryan, Harfield Village 

Chris Ruthven and Lauren Gay, Sea Point 

Susan Kilroe, Simon’s Town 

Iris and Deryck Sheriffs, Constantia 

Suzanne Powell, Hout Bay 

Suzie and Desmond Mudge, Vyeboom 

Thea-Marie Ramsay, Bishopscourt 

Greg and Roberta Smith, Pinelands 

Ellen and Peter Doyle, Fish Hoek 

Veronica Gray, Newlands 

Daniel Mudge, Somerset West 

Ian Selvan, Muizenberg 

Wilna Rautenbach, Van Riebeeckshof 

Pierre and Phillipa Cloete, Pinelands 

Phillip Green, Pinelands 

And a warm welcome back to ... 

Grant Mackintosh, Stellenbosch 

Thank you for your donations ... 

Our grateful thanks go to the following 
members for their generous donations: Alison 

Gilbert, Sylvia Ledgard, Penny Le Mesurier, 
Susan Gie, Michael Buckham, Iris and Deryck 

Sheriffs, John Fincham, Barrie Gibson, Chris & 
Lauren Ruthven, Gavin and Anne Greig, 

Kathleen Cohen, Thea Ramsay, Suzie and 
Desmond Mudge, Greg and Roberta Smith, 

Ellen and Peter Doyle, Fay Linder, Frances 
Hemp, Greg Hudson, John van Zyl, Angela 
Zuyl, and Daniel Mudge. 

Your donations are very much appreciated and 
will be put to good use!  

Welcome to our new members! 
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Congratulations    
      BirdLife SA – 
       25 years on !! 

Many congratulations to BirdLife South Africa 
on its 25th Anniversary in 2021!  Since 1995, 

BLSA has been striving to achieve its aims of 
conserving birds and their habitats, and 

conserving biodiversity, through scientifically-
based programmes; through supporting the 

sustainable and equitable use of natural 
resources; and by encouraging people to enjoy 

and value nature. Through its numerous 
programmes and projects, BLSA has achieved 

many remarkable outcomes, and we are proud 
to be affiliated to this truly outstanding 
organization.  Congratulations BLSA!! 

CBC Privacy Policy 
In order to comply with the POPI Act, the Cape 

Bird Club has developed a Privacy Policy.  You 
will find the policy on our website under the 

heading Our Club, or just go straight to 
https://www.capebirdclub.org.za/cape-bird-club

-privacy-policy/. 
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CAPE BIRD CLUB AGM AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 

previous AGM held in March 2021 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

4. Chairman’s Report for the period March 

2021 to February 2022 

5. Financial Report for the year ended 31 

December 2021 

6. Election of Committee Members for 

2022/2023 

7. General / Any other business 

NB.  Please make an extra effort to attend 

this important meeting.  

After the business meeting we will be treated 

to a presentation by Michelle Vrettos (our 

new Education Programme Coordinator) on 

her research on falcons. You may have read 

in the Sept/Oct issue of African Birdlife a little 

about her research on the malar stripes of 

Peregrine Falcons. Her talk will be about that 

and also the research she did for her master’s 

degree. 

CAPE BIRD CLUB AGM  

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the  

CAPE BIRD CLUB will take place on 
Thursday 10 March 2022.  

The Covid situation will determine whether 
the meeting will be face-to-face. at 20h00  
at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High  

School, Palmyra Road, Newlands,  
or virtual, on Zoom at 19h30. 

 

 

We are pleased to announce that 
the full colour online version of 

Promerops will now be available 
on our website (www.capebird 

club.org.za) just one month after the 
publication of the hardcopy!  (Previously, you 

had to wait four months after publication to 
see the full colour version.)             

Promerops is now available 

online after one month ... 

Bird’s  eye View 
News & views from your Committee 

By now most members, if they have read the 
CBC News Snippets sent out at the end of 

December, will know that I will not be available 
for re-election to the CBC committee or as 

Chairperson at the March 2022 AGM. Johan 
Schlebusch, our present Vice-Chair, will also be 

retiring.  Both of us have served the club for a 
long time.  

This does leave the club in a bit of a crisis 
position which must be solved by you, the 

members of the club. We need two people to 
volunteer to steer the club as Chair and Vice-
Chair, in addition to filling at least two places on 

the committee. (Our constitution allows a 
committee of up to nine members.)  

Also needed are volunteers (not necessarily 
serving on the committee), to take on the  

portfolios listed in the News Snippets of 29 

December.  Please ask yourselves how you can 

help.  Is there a service you can offer to the club 
to ensure that a well-loved activity or important 

offering does not simply “die”?  We also need to 
look after the committee members and not 
overload them with responsibilities and tasks 

that can easily be shouldered by non-committee 
members. Remember, new people will bring in 

fresh ideas and energy.  

I must take this opportunity to reiterate my 

thanks to those many members who are already 
volunteering and supporting the club in any 

capacity.   

Over and above my task as CBC Chair, I have 

been involved in several operational activities. 
Some of these I fully intend continuing, which 
will mean that the position of Chairperson will 

be less onerous for the new incumbent. 
Whoever becomes Chairperson should be able 

to focus fully on the coordination and overview 
functions inherent in this position. I will be there 

to assist and answer questions, if needed.  

I have enjoyed my time as Chairperson. Despite 

some anxious and difficult times, there have 
been fun times. There is something very special 

about our CBC committee with its supportive 
camaraderie. I have made good friends both on 
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Renewing your membership:  Invoices are 

sent out by email (or by post if you do not 

have email), and you are encouraged to make 
your renewal payment by EFT or direct bank 
deposit to BirdLife South Africa’s account. 

Banking details: Account number 620 6750 
6281, FNB, Randburg, Branch code 25 40 05.  

Please use your membership number as 
reference.   

Address changes: If you change your home 

address or your email address, please inform 
BLSA at membership@birdlife.org.za, and  

copy to our membership officer, Linda Merrett, 
at membership@capebirdclub.org.za. 

Seniors … from the year you turn 60, you 
qualify for reduced CBC and BLSA members’ 

fees.  Be sure to inform BLSA if you qualify!  

    Did YOU forget to renew      

      your club membership? 

If you did, you could miss out on 
your copies of African Birdlife and  

Promerops.  So don’t delay!  

Many of you will be aware of my ongoing 
fascination with this unrelenting invader from 

South America, which has become a major 
problem at Strandfontein. 

And recently there has been an ominous new 

development: the appearance of this plant at 
several new sites on the Peninsula. Not 

surprisingly Rondevlei has been invaded. I 
understand that the Rondevlei staff and the 
City’s Invasive Species Unit have the situation 

under control there, but it is also rampant in the 
Liesbeek and Black Rivers.  

While the plant’s major form of propagation is 

vegetative, it also produces beautiful fragile 
flowers which in turn produce abundant seeds.  
Recently a number of articles have been 

published which have raised the question as to 
whether the seeds may not be important in the 

spread of the plant. And this is where birds 
come into the story. Could birds be assisting in 

its invasion, not only of South Africa but of the 
entire planet? (Nearly 90 countries are 

experiencing similar problems to ours.) 
 

 

 

 

The ongoing horror of water hyacinth 

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) 
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Dave Whitelaw 
Chairman, CBC Conservation Committee  

and off the committee. I have enjoyed an 
overview of the workings of the club and feel 

immensely proud of the achievements of the 
club and of individuals in the club.  I must say 

thank you to you all! 

We are hoping to resume face-to-face evening 
meetings and camps soon. Recent field outings 

have been well attended –  an indication of how 
much we are all craving to meet up with other 

birders. The committee has decided on the 
following Covid-19 policy:   

1.   People attending CBC outings are strongly 

encouraged to ensure that they are fully 
vaccinated and that they follow all Covid 

prevention measures – wearing masks, social 
distancing, and frequent sanitizing.   

2.  For evening indoor meetings, proof of full 
vaccination will be required and attendees must 

wear masks and practise social distancing.   

3.  Proof of full vaccination will also be a 
requirement for attending CBC camps. 

Safe and happy birding in 2022! 

                             Priscilla Beeton 
                   Chairperson, Cape Bird Club 

I would be grateful if members who visit 
Standfontein/Rondevlei, would pause for a few 

minutes at any of the pans that are invaded and 
note any birds that may be on the pan, and also 

note whether the plant is in flower. It may assist 
in giving some insight into this globally invasive 

plant. They can send these observations (date/
pan no./plants flowering?/species of bird) to me 

at: conservation@capebirdclub.org.za.  
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For some time now the CBC Committee has 
been concerned about the dwindling numbers 

of counters at CBC bird counts. These regular 
counts provide invaluable data that is used in 
ornithological research, which in turn informs 

conservation projects. The birders who comprise 
our bird count teams have been showing up at 

bird counts month after month for many years, 
and their contribution to citizen science is of 

inestimable value. However, many of our 
counters are getting on in years, and it is felt 

that some new, enthusiastic younger members 
are needed to keep these counts going.  To give 

you an idea of what the counts are like, our  
count leaders have provided descriptions of 
their particular counts, which we will feature in 

this and future Promerops issues. Below, Graham 
Pringle describes the Strandfontein Count, and 

further descriptions of CBC counts appear on 
pages 23 – 26.  Do consider joining a count – 

they are fun, friendly, and informative! 

 

The Strandfontein Quarterly Count 

Bird counts at the Strandfontein Sewage Works 
were started in July 1983 by Alan Morris and 

later taken over by Dick Barnes. Up until the end 
of 2019 the counts were run on a monthly basis, 

but as the number of regular counters steadily 
dwindled, it was decided to hold counts on a 

quarterly basis to coincide with the CWACs 
(Coordinated Waterbird Counts). At this stage I 

took over the co-ordinating role from Dick 
Barnes, who had served for many years. 

The Strandfontein counts are somewhat 
different to some of the other counts in that 

they are done by vehicle.  For the purpose of the 
count, Strandfontein is divided into four areas, 

with one vehicle covering each of these.  This 
means that we need a maximum of 16 counters 
to actively take part.  We presently have a 

committed core of only 10 members (most of 
whom have been involved for many years) which 

means that at times we find ourselves thin on 
the ground to cover all the areas. 

The average age of the present counters is also 
steadily increasing, so some new blood would 

always be welcome!  Participating in the count 
over a period of time is an ideal way to get to 

know your waterbirds, especially once you have  
had a chance to cover all of the four areas, as 
the habitats differ slightly. 

I’m sure that many members are well acquainted 
with the Strandfontein Sewage Works, which 

provide an excellent birding venue. Depending 
on the season and the amount of water in the 

pans, large numbers of waterbirds and waders 
can be seen, as well as a rarity every now and 

then!  At the time of writing, the last count was 
done on 10 October 2021 and the total number 

of waterbirds counted was 7983, of which 
flamingos accounted for some 3000. The total 
number of species counted, including non-

waterbirds, was 64 – exciting birding! 

The counts are held on the second Sunday of 

the month in January, April, July, and October. 
We generally start at 8:00am and depending on 

the time of year and bird numbers, we finish in 
two to two and a half hours, after which we get 

together for a cup of tea or coffee and discuss 
any interesting sightings or happenings. 

 

 

To join the count, please contact Graham at least 
a week beforehand on:  083 707 1339 so that he 

can make up the necessary number of counters. 
For count dates see the CBC Programme (p.30) 

Bird of the Year 2022 

The beautiful, charismatic, high-speed diving  

Cape Gannet ... is Bird of the Year 2022 
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  CBC  Bird  Counts 

                                 Graham Pringle 
Strandfontein Count Leader    

Ed. 
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To provide some background information to this 
story, Spotted Eagle-Owls have bred for some 

years in large black ornamental flower baskets 
that encircle the spacious courtyard as one 

enters to visit the Glass House via the turnstile at 
Gate One.  Unfortunately most of these baskets 

are situated above a water feature that 
surrounds half of the courtyard.  Sadly, in the 

past, adventurous owlets have jumped from 
their nest at night and drowned, despite the best 

efforts of Kirstenbosch staff to cover the area 
below with shade cloth, as was done in 2021. 

To avoid further drownings, it was decided that 
the chicks, once old enough, should be taken 

from the nest and relocated to a safer area.  In 
2020, we successfully relocated both chicks.  In 

2021 we removed the two chicks again and they 
too have survived successfully.  We may have to 

do it again next year if the owls persist in using 
the ornamental basket as a nest site, even in a 
year after they failed to raise any chicks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2021 owlets were growing rapidly in their 

flowerpot nest and becoming restless, so Elton le 
Roux, the Estate Manager, and I decided it was 

time to move them as they were soon likely to 
jump from their nest during the night. 

At 18h00 on Monday 25 October, as it was 

getting dark, Elton arrived with his ladder.  There 
was so much space in the basket that he had 
difficulty catching them, and during his attempt 

both owlets decided to jump out to make a soft 

landing on the shade cloth below, where I was 
easily able to retrieve them with Jenny’s help 

and put them in two soft black bags (to keep 
them calm).  We carried them to the fossil 

garden beside the Glass House where we had 
successfully released both chicks last year. 

Postscript:  My thanks to Elton le Roux and his 
team for all they have done:  shade cloth was 

laid below the nest and, in the event, proved 
very effective, when the chicks did jump out.  

Also a very interesting and informative board 
was placed on the balcony with details of owl 

biology.  From a variety of sightings between 
Monday 25 and Sunday 31 October, I feel sure 

that both owlets have survived and are probably 
soon to fly as their wing feathers were fully 
formed when we released them.  

  Relocation of Owlets at Kirstenbosch 

The indignant owlets soon after being released 
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The 

ornamental 

flower basket  

(with water 

feature below), 

where the owls 

habitually 

make their 

nest. 

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS 
Promerops is YOUR magazine - written  by 

CBC members, for CBC members.   

Contributions are invited in English or 
Afrikaans on birdwatching, birding news, bird 

behaviour, observations, birding trips, 
conservation or research projects. English bird 

names should be those listed in the latest 
BLSA Checklist of Birds. Afrikaans names 

should be those listed in the latest BLSA 
Voëllys,. Both lists are available at https://

www.birdlife.org.za/media-and-resources/bird-
checklists/.   

Please send your contributions to the editor, 
Fiona Jones, at promerops@capebirdclub. 
org.za.  The deadline for copy is 10 May 2022. 

Peter Steyn 

https://www.birdlife.org.za/media-and-resources/bird-checklists/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/media-and-resources/bird-checklists/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/media-and-resources/bird-checklists/
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Our passion for seabirds started many years ago 
and although we have been going to sea to 

watch pelagic species for several decades, we 
only started operating official pelagic trips under 

the banner of Zest for Birds in 2000. During the 
last 21 years, we have been fortunate to take 

thousands of people out to sea to show them 
the incredible birds that call the deep blue 

yonder home. However, it’s not just about 
running a business; we also strongly believe in 

playing our part in seabird conservation, 
otherwise there wouldn’t be any birds to show 
our clients.  

We felt really privileged when, once again, the 

Albatross Task Force of BirdLife South Africa 
approached us to assist them with a project. We 

have worked closely with them over many years, 
having run many trips to support their research 

and conservation projects, and now we had 
another opportunity to assist. The brief was 
simple … they needed to get footage of seabirds 

at a trawler for new educational material that 
they were putting together. Not only did we 

need to get them into position to film the 
seabird spectacle, but we needed to get footage 

of the various mitigation measures being used, 
e.g. bird scaring lines being set and pulled back 

in; the actual trawl net being lifted out of the 
water and also being set back into the water. 

And we needed to find them some awesome 
birds to film as well.  

Finally the day dawned. Sunday 22 August 2021 
looked like a good day based on predictions:   

there was to be very little wind and not much of 
a swell – all much needed in order to film out at 

sea on a moving boat! We gathered at Hout Bay 
harbour just before 07h00 and ran through a 
quick pre-trip briefing for everyone. Besides the 

crew from the Albatross Task Force, Cliff Dorse 
and I were on board to assist with finding birds 

and also to direct our skipper where to go. Our 
skipper was Grant Scholtz, one of our regular 

skippers for the Zest for Birds pelagic trips, who 
has developed an intimate knowledge of what is 

needed to make these pelagic trips as successful 
as they are, and is an integral part of our team. 

We left the harbour and headed out into the 

deep, enjoying the incredible sunrise over the 
mountains behind us. It wasn’t long before we 

started seeing our first pelagic species, White-
chinned Petrels and Sooty Shearwaters and, a 

little later, our first albatross of the day came 
gliding in for a closer look, an immature Shy 
Albatross.  

We had told the team that we wouldn’t be 

stopping on the way out unless there was 
something really out of the ordinary to look at, 
as we wanted to get to the trawlers as early as 

possible.  Our trip out was fairly uneventful, 
apart from a lone Soft-plumaged Petrel that 

came in right over the top of the boat giving us 
all fantastic views.  It turned out to be the only 

one that we saw on the day. After having 
travelled about 46 nautical miles (around 90km) 

south-west from Hout Bay, we eventually arrived 
at two trawlers at around 09h30.  Both of them 

were trawling (in opposite directions) and after 
spending a bit of time with both boats and 
talking to their skippers on the radio to find out 

when they would be hauling in their nets, we 

Early sighting – a Sooty Shearwater 

Tr
ev

o
r 

H
ar

d
ak

er
 

with BLSA’s Albatross Task Force – 22 September 2021 
Zest for Birds Pelagic Trip ... 
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selected the one with the newer and cleaner bird 
scaring lines, as it would look better in the 

filming, and then followed her for the rest of the 
day. 

There were already significant numbers of birds 

in the wake of our trawler and we set about 
getting into positions to film various interactions 
between them. Most of the regular pelagic 

species were around, with good numbers of Shy 
and Black-browed Albatrosses, Northern and 

Southern Giant Petrels, diminutive Wilson’s 
Storm Petrels, the Little Swifts of the seas, and  

the intricately patterned Pintado Petrels – always 
a firm favourite on winter pelagic trips – as well 

as plenty of White-chinned Petrels and Sooty 
Shearwaters. Cliff and I were also on the lookout 

for anything special in the mix and it wasn’t too 
long before the shout of “SPECTACLED PETREL!!” 
went out.  

Although still a rare species locally, it is one that 
has certainly increased in regularity in recent 

years and this increase is put down in large part 
to the mitigation measures that have been put in 

place in the fishing industry to reduce seabird 
mortality, so it was great to get a look at this 

conservation success story on our trip. 

As the day progressed, we enjoyed good views 

of many Subantarctic Skuas and also started 
seeing our first Indian and Atlantic Yellow-nosed 

Albatrosses, while a brief view of an Ocean 
Sunfish behind the trawler was an additional 
treat. Numbers of birds were starting to build 

and as we searched through the flocks for birds 
and interactions to film, suddenly the boat 

resounded with the shout that every pelagic 
birder wants to hear: “WHITEBACK!!”. This term 

is reserved for the great albatrosses, the Royals 
and the Wanderers, which are different from the 

smaller albatrosses (or Mollymawks) that we see 
on these trips, in that their dark upperwings are 

separated by a glaring white back, whereas in 
the smaller ones, the darker colour of the 
upperwing goes right across the back.  

Closer inspection of the bird revealed that it was 

an immature Southern Royal Albatross, a really 
special bird to see locally and already our fifth 
species of albatross for the day!  How crazy was 

it that just a short while later, a second individual 
came in as well. We were really being spoilt! 

Eventually, it was time for the trawler to start 

hauling in her net and we pulled up alongside Spectacled Petrel 
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Birds were already gathering in the wake of the trawler 
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The first “Whiteback” sighting –  

an immature Southern Royal Albatross 
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her so that we could film the crew pulling in the 
bird scaring lines before the net came up. Once 

this was done, we dropped back a bit to wait for 
the net to surface. Those who have been out on 

a pelagic trip behind a trawler will know that the 
mouth of the net is kept open under water by 

two large steel doors and these are generally the 
first to surface. In fact, when they do come up 

and bang against the back of the trawler as they 
are lifted out of the water, it is an all too familiar 

sound which is likened to a dinner bell for the 
birds! As soon as birds hear this sound, they all 
start to gather from miles away as they know 

that food is coming very soon. It wasn’t long 
before we were in the middle of an incredible 

spectacle, with thousands upon thousands of 
birds all around us. The net surfaced and it was 

complete mayhem behind the trawler, with birds 
all fighting for a piece of the action. There was 

so much action all around us that the 
videographer wasn’t quite sure where to point 

his camera most of the time. But the footage 
that was obtained was quite spectacular! 

During the mayhem, it pays to stay awake and 
keep searching through the masses – and before 

too long, another shout of “WHITEBACK!!” went 
up. A quick scan through the binoculars, and 

then grabbing a few photographs for 
confirmation, and we had our sixth albatross 

species of the day, a fine adult Northern Royal 
Albatross.  Most pelagic trips would aim to get 
at least four species on a day; would be 

extremely happy to get a fifth; and would 
consider themselves lucky beyond measure to 

get six albatross species on a day.  Out of the 18 
trips that we had already been on in 2021, this 

was only the second time that we had managed 
to get that many on a single trip!! 

We had had a lot of fun and the team had 
managed to secure some great footage for their 

project, but time was marching on. It was already 
14h00 and we still had a long way to go to get 

back to Hout Bay. I chatted to the skipper and 
we agreed to give it another 15 minutes or so 

before leaving to head back. We had a few last 
minutes to scan through the masses and enjoy 

our last views of this incredible spectacle. At 
14h09, I suddenly noticed an interesting bird 
heading in towards the trawler from a distance 

and shouted to everyone to get on to it. As soon 
as it got close enough, we could not believe our 

eyes when, what we had in front of us was a 
cracking immature Wandering Albatross, the 

bird with the longest wingspan of any species on 
the planet, and our seventh albatross species for 

the day!!  

The day had just gone from spectacular to 

insane!  And, to make things even better, it came 
in and landed close by, allowing us to approach 

it so close that, at some point, it was almost too 
close to fit all of it into the frame when taking 

photos.  What an incredible end to our trip! 

Eventually, we had to begrudgingly pull 

ourselves away and start the long haul back, 
arriving in the harbour just before 17h00. It 

would go down as one of our best and most 
exciting trips of 2021. Not only had the team 

from the Albatross Task Force managed to get 
all the footage they were hoping for, we were 

treated to some incredible birds as well.  And a 
simple and short message received from the ATF 

team the next day was the cherry on top of 
another successful Zest for Birds pelagic trip: 

“We can’t thank you enough, it was absolutely 

amazing!” 

Seventh albatross species of the day: a cracking  

immature Wandering Albatross 

Tr
ev

o
r 

H
ar

d
ak

er
 

Trevor Hardaker 



Promerops 322 

13 March 2022  

Release the River!  

A uniquely rainy bird breeding season  

in the Kalahari 

Generally, sparse rain and soaring temperatures 
over the spring and summer define the Kalahari 

Desert as an exceptionally difficult landscape for 
animals to breed in. PhD students Ben Murphy 

and Nicholas B. Pattinson are some of the most 
recent researchers from the FitzPatrick Institute’s 

Hot Birds Research Project to investigate the 
extraordinary lives of Kalahari birds, and how 
they manage to survive and reproduce in such 

an unforgiving habitat. In 2020, their research 
saw them return to their Kalahari Desert study 

site, the Kuruman River Reserve, to monitor the 
2020/2021 breeding season of their study 

species, the Fork-tailed Drongo (Dicrurus 
adsimilis) and the Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill 

(Tockus leucomelas). However, it was no ordinary 
season. 

Over the 2020/2021 field season, over 320mm of 
rain fell on the reserve, while the average daily 

maximum air temperature managed a measly 
32.2°C.  Compare this to the years before: in 

2019/2020 there was 130mm of rain and an 
average daily maximum temperature of 33.7°C, 

while in 2018/2019, 100mm of rain fell and the  
average daily maximum temperature was nearly 

35°C.  Bear in mind that these temperature 
values are for months on end – from the start of 
September until the end of March.  

With the unprecedented amounts of rain falling 
in the catchment areas that feed the Kuruman 

River (which bisects our study site), the 
2020/2021 season saw the hitherto dry riverbed 

full and flowing. Not a trickle mind you, but a 
3m deep torrent, which cut off those on the 

north side of the river from those on the south 
for over a month, with supplies having to be 

sent across by boat – in the Kalahari Desert! 

Despite the conditions, the researchers did their 

best to keep their heads above water with the 
explosion of breeding that occurred in the local 

bird populations. Of course, the hornbills and 
drongos were unhindered, recognising the 

favourable conditions and breeding as though 
their lives depended on it.   

All our monitored drongo pairs managed to 
build nests, with 58% successfully fledging 

chicks. If this seems low, compare it to previous 
years: 31% in 2019/2020 and 20% in 2018/2019. 

Incidences of second drongo broods (nests built 
post successful fledging) increased by 300% in 

2020/2021. Incredibly, two pairs built and laid 
eggs in new nests a mere two days after their 

previous chicks had fledged! Coinciding with 
increased drongo breeding efforts was the 
arrival of greater numbers of African Cuckoos 

(Cuculus gularis), which brood-parasitize Fork-
tailed Drongos. With the increased numbers of 

cuckoos and drongos breeding, incidences of 
parasitism increased dramatically: a 450% 

increase from 2018/2019 and 300% increase 
from 2019/2020. This spectacular cuckoo activity 

 The Kuruman River –140m wide and 3m deep – flowing across "Whiskers' Crossing" ... 

where we would normally drive across the dry river bed  

N
ic

h
o

la
s 

B
. P

atti
n

so
n

 



Promerops 322 

14 March 2022 

produced our first observation of a successful 
cuckoo chick fledging, a fantastic sighting! 

 

Interestingly, the now lush riverine habitat of the 
southern Kalahari attracted a number of new 

bird species, in addition to the incredible racket 
of rain frogs and the bubble of catfish foraging 

in the Kuruman River. Harlequin Quail (Coturnix 
delegorguei), Common Buttonquail (Turnix 

sylvaticus), Zitting Cisticola (Cisticola juncidis), 
and Monotonous Lark (Mirafra passerina) 

became resident in the long grass, while water 
birds including Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea), 

African Jacana (Actophilornis africanus), Ruff 
(Calidris pugnax), Common Sandpiper (Actitis 
hypoleucos), Three-banded Plover (Charadrius 

tricollaris), Yellow-billed Stork (Mycteria ibis), 
Abdim's Stork (Ciconia abdimii), and even a 

Dwarf Bittern (Ixobrychus sturmii) were seen 
moving through. 

Overall, despite the disruptions to research (and 

the incredible agony of wading through the 
waist-high, biting, acidic sour grass Schmidtia 
kalahariensis for months), it was a truly 

extraordinary season! The cry of an African Fish 
Eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) across a river in the 

southern Kalahari Desert will not soon be 
forgotten. 

 

 

Breeding was equally boosted in the hornbills, 
with 13 breeding attempts compared to just one 

in the drought of 2018/2019. This highlights a 
difference in strategy between the drongos and 

hornbills: in tough years the hornbills skip 
breeding, while the drongos will try anyway. 

Potentially this could be due to a cost-of-
breeding difference between hornbills, which 

take 2–3 months to breed, versus drongos, 
which need to invest just 3–4 weeks. The 

remarkable conditions also played into the 
hands of the hornbills given their ability to prey 
on just about anything they can get their bills 

on, with dozens of washed-up scorpions on the 
banks of the new river becoming excellent food 

for provisioning nests! 

A well-fed Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill  
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Justin Jacobs 

fetches 

hornbill 

chicks from 

their nest box 

for weighing 

and ringing. 

Researchers 

had to swim 

out to the 

nest box, 

which had to 

be moved 

further up 

the tree when 

the river 

arrived! 
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Biodiversity Observations … the free online 
open-source journal, can be accessed at: 

https://journals.uct.ac.za/index.php/BO 

Ben Murphy & Nicholas B. Pattinson 

FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology 

Cuckoo chick about to fledge from a drongo nest 

N
ic

h
o

la
s 

B
. P

atti
n

so
n

 



Promerops 322 

15 March 2022  

I am a fairly new birding enthusiast, having 
started in July 2020 during lockdown. As I had 

some funds available from a cancelled 
international trip in 2020, I booked a birding trip 

to Namibia in May 2021 with Nature Travel 
Birding and had an absolutely fabulous trip with 

them, seeing 270 species and 192 lifers (from a 
very low base!). Marc Cronje, my guide, was 

extremely knowledgeable and enthusiastic about 
birds, wildlife, and photography. So when 

trawling through Facebook one day and finding 
a post from Marc saying he was organising a 
small group birding trip to the Makuleke 

Concession in northern Kruger, I immediately 
emailed him ... and arrangements were soon 

complete.  I also piqued the interest of an old 
friend and medical colleague, Paul, who was also 

new to birding, but keen to join. 

We were met at Nelspruit Airport by Marc at 
lunchtime on 30 September and birding began 
almost immediately when Marc pointed out two 

lifers on fence posts just outside the airport: 
Rufous-naped Lark and Yellow-fronted Canary 

(lifelist numbers 351 & 352!). But even more 
special was a quick detour to a Bat Hawk nesting 

site on the way to our BnB in White River. We 
were fortunate to see a  juvenile by the nest with 

his large yellow eyes and white eyelid on one 
side when he blinked.  

After a very early and rainy start the next 
morning (Friday 1 October), the weather cleared 

up and we entered the Kruger National Park at 
Phalaborwa Gate just after 8am and immediately 

started seeing birds: Wire-tailed Swallows sitting 
on a wire; Black-backed Puffback, Southern Black 

Flycatcher, Southern Black Tit, Southern Yellow-
billed and Southern Red-billed Hornbills, and a 
White-bellied Sunbird. We also saw a lovely 

orange Kurrichane Thrush, and an Arrow-marked 
Babbler strutting about on the ground. But the 

most special was a gorgeous Red-headed 
Weaver acrobatically building his nest. 

We drove up through central to northern Kruger 

for the rest of the day. Birds seen along the way 
included Lilac-breasted Rollers, African Grey 
Hornbill,  Bateleur, Wahlberg’s Eagle, both Black- 

chested and Brown Snake Eagles, and an African 
Hawk Eagle.  In addition to a number of birds 

familiar to us in the Western Cape, we also got 
Jameson's Firefinch, Blue Waxbills, Shaft-tailed 

Whydah, Sabota Lark, Golden-breasted Bunting, 
Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, Cut-throat Finch, 

Cape Starling, White-fronted Bee-eater, and a 
rather grumpy-looking Green-backed Heron.  

As we travelled further north our trip list 
continued to grow with the addition of Magpie 

Shrike, Tawny and Martial Eagles, both Natal and 
Swainson's Spurfowl, Brown-hooded Kingfisher, 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl, Green-backed Camarop-
tera, Crested Francolins, Green-winged Pytilia, 

Red-billed Firefinch, and Rattling Cisticola.   

One of the day's highlights was a group of 

Southern Ground-Hornbills marching along the 
side of the H14, then taking off in disgust at 

being disturbed. Another highlight was watching 
a pair of Crested Barbets playing with a ground 

squirrel in a pile of leaves at the at Mooiplaas 
Picnic Site on the Tsendze River. But best of all 

was when Marc, on hearing the call of the 
African Barred Owlet at the picnic site, carefully 

tracked it (followed by Paul and me, plus a line 
of other enthusiastic birders also lunching there) 
through a gate in the fence to the adjacent 

Tsendze Camp Site, past several curious sets of 
campers, until we finally found it calling 

repeatedly in a tree above a couple of bemused 
campers!  

On the way back, we saw several Greater Blue-
eared Starlings in the campsite, and on hearing 

Kruger Park & Makuleke Concession 

Birding Trip (1-7 October 2021) 

The acrobatic Red-headed Weaver building his nest 

G
ill

ia
n

 A
in

sl
ie

 



Promerops 322 

16 March 2022 

some knocking sounds, we found a beautiful 

female Golden-tailed Woodpecker tapping away 
at various trees. Further along the river we 

caught site of a Brown-headed Parrot drinking in 
one of the pools. We also spent a wonderful half 
hour at sunset at the waterhole just outside 

Shingwedzi Camp before overnighting there. At 
the waterhole, we saw Saddle- and Yellow-billed 

Storks and Yellow- and Red-billed Oxpeckers. 

The next morning (Saturday 2 October) we 
headed off early for the Pafuri Gate. We saw a 
variety of birds along the way including African 

Firefinch, Spectacled Weaver, Mosque Swallow, 
Pearl-spotted Owlet, Purple Roller, African Palm 

Swift, Lesser Masked Weaver, Verreaux's Eagle, 

Burnt-necked Eremomela, Hamerkop, Grey Go-
away-bird, Tawny-flanked Prinia, Desert Cisticola, 

Bennett’s Woodpecker, African Jacana, and 
African Openbill.  

At about noon we arrived at the beautiful slow-

flowing Luvuvhu River, which is the border of the 
Makuleke Concession, and spent half an hour 

looking at all its wonderful birdlife: the 
ubiquitous Three-banded Plover, the more 

exotic White-crowned Lapwing stalking around 
the pools, and an African Harrier-Hawk perching 

just below the bridge. We also saw White-
browed Sparrow-weaver, African Pied Wagtail, 

Black-headed Oriole, Meves’s Starling, and 
White-backed Vulture among others.  

We tore ourselves away just before lunch to go 

off to the Pafuri Gate to meet the rest of the 
Makuleke birding group, all fairly experienced 

birders: Johan, a retired academic from 
Potchefstroom University, Ronel, a retired 

lecturer from Roodepoort and Cornie, her 
patient non-birding partner, Sam, a teacher from 

Nelspruit, and her eagle-eyed husband, Matt, a 
financial journalist. We also met up with two 

rangers from the EcoTraining Centre in 
Makuleke, Jasper and Zac. We transferred all our 
stuff to the open viewing truck and headed off 

to the EcoTraining Camp. On the way, bouncing 
around on the really rough dirt track, we saw 

countless doves, Little Bee-eater, White-crested 
Helmet-shrike, Double-banded Sandgrouse, and 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver among its fabulous 
nests. The highlight was seeing a Red-crested 

Korhaan doing its aerial display, flying up and 
then dive-bombing down – what an amazing 

and special sight! 

The Makuleke Concession lies between the 
Limpopo and the Luvuvhu Rivers, an area of 

about 24,000 hectares, and is not accessible to 
the ordinary tourist visiting the park. It is the 

ancestral home of the Makuleke people and is 
the wildest and most ecologically diverse area of 

Kruger National Park. The EcoTraining Camp is 
situated just south of the Limpopo River. It has 

amazing scenery with nyala trees, fever tree 
forests, thousand-year-old baobab trees, palm-

fringed wetlands and grasslands. Normally the 
weather is very hot (average 40˚C ) but during 
our time there it was usually overcast with 

occasional showers and some intermittent 

African Barred Owlet calling in a tree above the campers 
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The female Golden-tailed Woodpecker tapping at  

a tree base, Tsendze Campsite, central Kruger  
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sunshine. It was cool at night and certainly pretty 
cold when driving around in the evenings in the 

open truck, so warm wind-proof over-clothing 
was appreciated. Campers are accommodated in 

very comfortable raised thatched tented units 
placed on wooden decks in the shade of large 

nyala trees. Each unit has an ensuite bathroom 
consisting of a shower, washbasin with hot 

running water, and a flush toilet.  

The camp is not fenced and we had frequent 
visits by elephants at night and early morning –

rustling outside tents became a whole new 
sensation! Meals took place in a central dining 

area with an open-sided deck and braai area. 
There is no electricity at the camp, with solar 
lamps for all lighting and gas fridges for 

perishable food and drinks which were also 
available for purchase. A generator is switched 

on once a day for a couple of hours to charge 
phones, computers, cameras, etc., so a real 

spaghetti junction ensued at those times! At 
meal times we had frequent avian visitors in the 

surrounding trees, often popping on to the meal 
counters: Dark-capped Bulbul, and Meves’s 

Starling were the usual customers! 

After settling in and a light lunch/tea, at about 

4.30pm we drove to the Makwadzi Pan for our  
first walking trail. With Jasper and Zac leading 

the way with their rifles to protect us from wild 
animals, we walked through the bush to this 

truly wonderful spot with an absolute bonanza 
of birdlife in the fading light: Long-tailed 

Paradise Whydah, Squacco Heron, White-

breasted Cormorant, Little Egret, Western Cattle 
Egret, Great Egret, White-faced Whistling Duck, 

and Spur-winged Goose. In addition, we saw 
herds of buffalo and elephant wandering in the 

distance. We returned to the camp for a good 
meal with a drink or two, followed by an early 

night. 

The next morning (Sunday 3 October) we woke 
to no water. One of the wandering elephants 
had pulled up the water pipe from the camp 

windmill, emptying the tank – never dull in 
Africa! Fortunately we had plenty of drinking 

water, and water for ablutions was restored later 
that day. After a light breakfast we did a drive 

round the area and saw a few birds, including 
Natal Spurfowl, Grey-backed Camaroptera, 

Namaqua Dove, White-browed Scrub Robin, 
Little Sparrowhawk, Burchell’s Coucal, African 

Green Pigeon, Orange-breasted Bush-shrike,  
and Brown-crowned Tchagra (last five all lifers 
for me).  

After coffee and rusks in the bush, we did 
another long walk through fever trees (Jasper 
was as knowledgeable about plants, trees, and 

animals as Marc was about the birds) to 
Reedbuck Vlei which also had an abundance of 

great birds: herons, cormorants, egrets, White-
fronted Plover (ambling unconcernedly between 

several crocodiles sunning themselves on the 
bank!), Brubru, Marico Sunbird, and Lesser 

Honeyguide (another two lifers). In addition, 
there were herds of buffalo and eland on the far 

side. This was followed by another drive to a 

Morning coffee by the EcoTraining open viewing truck at Reedbuck Vlei, Makuleke   

P
au

l P
o

tt
er

 



Promerops 322 

18 March 2022 

different spot to look for more birds. We were 
not disappointed: a wonderful long sighting of 

yet another lifer, a Greater Honeyguide sitting 
on a nearby branch, and later on while enjoying 

coffee, we were treated to a long rendition of his 
characteristic “Vic-tor!” call. We also saw 

Common Scimitarbill and two more lifers, Retz’s 
Helmet-shrike and Trumpeter Hornbill. 

Brunch was a real treat with Jasper preparing a 
feast of French toast, scrambled eggs, bacon and 

tomato on the sandy bank of the Limpopo River 
at Crook’s Corner, where, from our vantage 
point in South Africa, we had close views of both 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe. We even had the 
classic African soundtrack of the African Fish 

Eagle calling. There were several basking hippos 
in the nearby pools plus a variety of birds. On 

the way back to camp, we saw several Saddle-
billed Storks, African Spoonbills and a Tropical 

Boubou. 

We returned to camp for a quick nap or time to 

spend sorting through and culling photos, plus 
yet another meal – I think this one was called a 
late light lunch!  We were back on the road at 

about 4.30pm and had a good sighting of Red-
crested Korhaan, but our main aim was to track 

down the sought-after Racket-tailed Roller in a 
patch of miombo woodland on the way back to 

the tarred road that links Punda Maria and the 
Pafuri Gate. Thanks again to Marc’s expertise 

and persistence, we finally found Racket-tailed 
Rollers, a pair, just a short walk off the dirt track. 

I had been spoilt by a really wonderful sighting       

of several of these birds putting on a fantastic 
rolling acrobatic air-show accompanied by their 

chattering chorus outside Rundu on my trip to 
Namibia, but others in the group were thrilled to 

get their first sighting of these very special birds, 
despite the overcast conditions and poorish 

light.  

We had some sundowners on the Luvuvhu 

Bridge where, in addition to a lone elephant 
drinking nearby, we saw lots of waders, while 

swifts and martins swooped up and down the 
river and under the bridge.  

Marc was keen to repeat his success in making 

clients’ dreams come true, so we spent a while 
on the rough dirt road back to camp, bouncing 

around in the dark, while shining lights to track 
down the Three-banded Courser. After a while, 

we were all convinced we had seen one in the 
scrub grass and spent some considerable time 

shining a flood light on the distant bird and 
taking lots of pictures. He must have felt like a 

famous film star pursued by a crowd of 
paparazzi! However, close inspection of the 
photos and judging the real eye colour despite 

the effect of the floodlight, we were devastated 
to discover it was actually a Spotted Thick-Knee. 

Shortly afterwards Ronel claimed to have seen 
yet another target bird, the Bronze-winged 

Courser on the other side of the truck. Still 
feeling his disappointment, Marc pooh-poohed 

this and said it was a Crowned Lapwing, of which 
we had seen many, and we returned to camp for 

another good dinner and bed. We did see a 

A lone elephant quenches its thirst at the beautiful Luvuvhu River 
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Fiery-necked Nightjar bounce up in the road in 
front of us to take away some of the sting of 

disappointment. Ronel had the last laugh 
though, as the next morning at breakfast she 

produced photographic proof of the Bronze-
winged Courser! 

On the morning of Monday 4 October, we set 

off to explore a few more pans on foot. We were 
rewarded by a brief sighting of a lifer for me: a 

bunch of the Bob Marley birds, the Crested 
Guineafowl, running away from us, and then a 

better view of a Goliath Heron and another lifer, 
a flock of Orange-breasted Waxbills together 

with a Zitting Cisticola in a nearby grass field. At 
the pan, we were all thrilled to see a rather 
distant pair of male and female Greater Painted-

snipe and a much closer African Pipit. Other 
birds seen were Marsh Sandpiper and Great 

White Pelican.  

After coffee, we walked to another pan (dodging 
a skittish herd of buffalo on the move!) and here 

we had great views of Woolly-necked Stork, 
Little Rush Warbler, Red-faced Cisticola, White-

throated Robin-chat, and Verreaux’s Eagle.  That 
evening we drove for sundowners to the truly 

spectacular Lanner Gorge of the Luvuvhu River, 
where we saw a Bearded Scrub Robin.  

On our last morning (Tuesday 5 October), early 
breakfast was considerably enlivened by a 

couple of elephants ambling around the camp, 
having spent much of the night wandering 

among the tents and disturbing our slumbers.  

We then went on a bush walk plus breakfast 
stop in the nearby Fever Tree Forest, getting lots 

of information on the trees and plants 
(especially the gorgeous red-hearted African 

hibiscus and fever trees) from Jasper, and on the 
birds from Marc. Birds seen included Terrestrial 

Brownbul and Meyer’s Parrot. This walk was 
particularly special for me as I saw my 400th lifer, 

a Chinspot Batis. The real highlight though, was 
on the way back, when we had a great view of a 

juvenile Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl in a tree above us. 
Afterwards, it was time to leave the wonderful 
Makuleke Camp, but fortunately it was not the 

end of Paul’s and my trip as we still had another 
day and a half with Marc travelling down 

through Kruger back to Nelspruit. We spent a 

An elephant strolling past the dining area 
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The magnificent Fever Tree Forest, Makuleke 

P
au

l P
o

tt
er

 



Promerops 322 

20 March 2022 

great half hour back at the Luvuvhu Bridge, 
where amongst the Wire-tailed Swallows 

swooping around, Marc pointed out some 
Böhm’s Spinetails, a target bird for Johan and 

yet another lifer for me.  We also had a long and 
really close look at a female Giant Kingfisher 

perched below the bridge, while a herd of kudu 
drank below. 

Marc, Paul and I then pushed on through 
northern Kruger towards Mopani Camp where 

we were overnighting. We continued to see 
wonderful birds, including Lappet-faced and 
White-backed Vultures and a pair of Kori 

Bustards facing off, and then settling down to a 
convivial drink at the waterhole. In addition, I 

saw a couple more lifers: Chestnut-backed 
Sparrow-lark and one I was really after, a pair of  

Harlequin Quail. The highlight was actually not a 
bird but a fabulous long look at a leopard 

dozing up a tree with its half-eaten buck kill, 
plus a hyena skulking around at the bottom of 

the tree feeding on the scraps that had fallen. 
We also had a great view of three elephants, one 
with huge tusks, walking by the road and then 

going to drink and play at a windmill waterhole 
in the fading light. At the waterhole outside 

Mopani Camp, we had excellent views of Pied 
Kingfisher fishing for supper, a Black Crake 

pecking away at the aquatic plant life and Water 
Thick-knees chilling at the water’s edge. 

Early the next morning (Wednesday 6 October), 
we popped back to the waterhole, and then 

further along we came across an African Hawk 
Eagle sub-adult taking flight, a Hooded Vulture, 

Red-breasted Swallow (another lifer), and a very 
chilled black-backed jackal, a crowd of monkeys 

with babies, giraffe, and a kudu bull. We reached 
the Oliphant’s River Bridge just before 8am and 

Marc set up his scope to look for the African 
Skimmers he hoped would be there. Indeed they 

were and we had a long look at a pair, albeit in 
the distance, together with a Grey Heron. An 
African Pied Wagtail strutted on the railings and 

a Yellow-billed Kite flew back and forth. We 
headed on, catching sight of some Burchell’s 

Starling, a rather bedraggled-looking Burchell’s  
Coucal in the light drizzle, and a Tawny Eagle. 

We reached Orpen Dam at about 10.30am in  
sunshine and had lunch there watching a myriad 

of birds, including an African Mourning Dove 
and an African Fish Eagle. Herons, storks, and 

egrets were happily sharing the space with loads 
of basking crocodiles, probably because they 

knew they had already eaten! Further along the 
road beside the N’waswitsontso River we came 

across masses of White-backed Vultures and a 
lone Marabou Stork, and a little further on 

several buffalo cooling off in the water, covered 
in Red-billed Oxpeckers.  Just after 1pm, we got 

up close and personal with a group of Southern 
Ground-Hornbills, adults and a juvenile, strolling 

casually along the road. This was closely 
followed by a bit of a traffic jam just inside the 
Numbi Gate as two hyena cubs were lying and 

scratching near their lair by the side of the road, 
while their sibling was chewing the tyre on the 

dolly wheel of one of the trailers.  

Cheeky hyena cub at Numbi Gate 
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So unfortunately our trip had finally come to an 
end – a truly memorable six days of fantastic 

birdlife, mammals, and scenery with a 
wonderfully knowledgeable (and patient!) guide, 

Marc Cronje of Nature Travel Birding, plus Jasper 
and Zac from EcoTraining at Makuleke. I 

personally saw 133 species in Makuleke and 118 
in Kruger Park proper (but there was a lot of 

overlap of species in the two areas), and my 
Lifelist jumped from 350 to 406. Other birders 

with more experience and better eyes saw many 
more.  It was also lovely to meet other birding 
enthusiasts, share experiences, and make new 

friends. Highly recommended for both novice 
and experienced birders! 

Gillian Ainslie 
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All birders have their favourite patches. With the 
rise of data-gathering tools such as BirdLasser 

and eBird, what defines a patch has become 
more complex. As a passionate atlasser, I regard 

my home patch as 3400_1825, which includes 
my neighbourhood as well as the Constantia 

Greenbelts, a piece of Cecilia Forest trail, Tokai 
Park, Little Princess Vlei and Rondevlei. I also 

keep a garden list, which many birders do, which 
constitutes a micro-patch within the larger area. 

eBird, which I have used infrequently, does not 

use the atlassing protocols of SABAP2 and 
Birdlasser – map cells of five minutes latitude 

and longitude. It focuses instead on sites, or 
patches. So a Birdlasser user will recognize two 
different pentads at Strandfontein Sewage 

Works, while an eBird user will consider the 
works as a single patch (though eBird does allow 

users to define smaller locations within existing 
sites). 

Away from home, most birders will have other 

favourite patches, often associated with holiday 
homes, campsites, picnic stops or farm dams. If 

Strandfontein is my second home in Cape Town, 
then Plettenberg Bay has offered the most joy 

(tinged with frustration, but more of that later) 
on holidays over the years. Plett is one of the 

most species-rich pentads in the Western Cape 
and enjoys several advantages. It has a wide 

range of habitats – ocean, forests, golf-courses, 
sewage works, wetland, estuary, river, and 
farmland – and the town is well situated in the 

pentad.  While there are some tricky species in 
the Robberg pentad to the south and the 

Uplands pentad to the north-west, most of the 
good stuff can be found around the town. 

And my favourite patch within the patch is a 
small strip of forest that runs along the side of 
Cupid Street from Beacon Way to the 

Keurbooms lagoon. At first glance, it doesn’t 
look too promising: there’s a grungy drainage 

ditch running under Beacon Way that spills into 
the gully and, while there is some indigenous 

vegetation, it is also thick with thorny lantana. It 
appears hemmed in by houses on both sides, 

and a steady stream of cars heads down to the 
lagoon, especially during the holiday season. 

While Plett locals have probably known about 
the spot for years, I discovered it somewhat by 

accident about a decade ago while driving down 
to Lookout Beach in a very noisy beach buggy. 

Between the clattering engine and the 
conversation straining to be heard above it, I 

suddenly became aware of the strident, 
unmistakable trill of the Knysna Warbler. The 

following morning, I went down early and spent 
some time walking around the small stretch of 

grass, peering into the thicket and up into the 
trees and reeds that fringe the lagoon. In the 
first hour, I picked up five sunbirds (including 

Grey and Collared), Olive Bush-shrike and 
Southern Boubou, two mousebirds, Cape Batis, 

Bar-throated Apalis, Burchell’s Coucal, Knysna 
Turaco, Knysna Warbler, and many other regular 

garden birds. 

Every time I bird in Plett, I spend time walking up 

and down Cupid Street, and I’ve since added 
Black-bellied Starling, Chorister Robin-chat, 

African Paradise Flycatcher, Terrestrial Brownbul, 
Knysna Woodpecker, Olive Woodpecker, Black-
collared Barbet, Red-chested Cuckoo, Brown-

hooded Kingfisher, Giant Kingfisher, and a 
songful if skittish Marsh Warbler.  

The lagoon edge – accessible via a narrow gap 
in the reeds – also offers good estuarine birds, 
waders such as Common Greenshank, Eurasian 

Whimbrel, Common Sandpiper, Grey Plover, as 
well as Little Egret, Purple Heron, and even a 

Western Osprey. 

Over the years, Plett has produced two 
frustrations to temper my love for birding the 

Micro-patch birding 
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Red-chested Cuckoo with a juicy catch 
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area. One is my continued failure to find a 
Narina Trogon, though others have had great 

views and, to make matters worse, recorded 
crippling images of the experience. The other 

frustration has been that the Knysna Warblers on 
Cupid Street call loud and long, but seldom offer 

any decent views at all. The thorny, dense scrub 
is perfect for their furtive skulking. And when 

they are visible, they are either horribly backlit or 
obscured by branches. 

This October, I arrived in Plett for an extended 
stay and, after a few murky days, made my way 
down to Cupid Street after dropping my children 

at school. After a few minutes of general 
morning song, the welcoming sound of the 

warbler started up.  I’m always relieved to hear 
its call: a defiant clarion against its vulnerability. 

And the Knysna Warbler’s song is remarkable, 
not only distinctive but punishingly loud for such 

a small bird.  

I looked around, and there it was – out in the 

sun, chest out, singing away. I almost couldn’t 
believe it. I moved very slowly to clear the view 
of foliage and had easily the best views of this 

bird in my life. 

Buoyed by my success, I wandered down to the 
lagoon edge. Some fishers had set up lines, 
sucking up bait from the mudflats, but the 

lagoon was otherwise quiet. The wind had 
suddenly picked up, ruffling a small flock of Pied 

Avocets huddled on the sandbar in the middle 
of the lagoon. Just then, I noticed another pied 

bird flapping awkwardly in the swaying reeds, 

before it gave up and flew in shallow swoops 
towards a houseboat. African Pied Wagtail, 

probably one of the birds that had been hanging 
around the slipway on the Keurbooms River. A 

great bonus for the morning. I scanned the far 
side of the lagoon, looking for the resident Pied 

Kingfishers, who obliged with a noisy display.  

With the customary Pied Crow gliding over the 

town on the way down, I had four pied birds, 
and added an African Sacred Ibis, Fiscal 

Flycatcher and Southern Fiscal for a truly black-
and-white conclusion to the morning.  

For anyone visiting Plettenberg Bay, an hour 

spent along Cupid Street is well worth it. It’s one 
of the most rewarding micro-patches outside of 
nature reserves in the Western Cape. 
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The Knysna Warbler, singing away 

A beautiful Chorister Robin-chat on Cupid Street 
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Ian-Malcolm Rijsdijk 

On 6 November 2021 at a ringing session at 
Diep River wetland in Elfindale, Cape Town, we 

caught three Yellow Bishops, one of which was a 
recapture – a male in full breeding plumage with 

ring BC12483.  

This bird was first ringed on 14 March 2008 at 
the same wetland as an immature male. It was in 

dull plumage but the large size had indicated a 
male.  It was recaptured and photographed a 
few months later in September, and again in 

December 2008 (the latter recapture being on 
the other side of the road but within 0.5 km of 

  Yellow Bishop longevity 
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the Diep River wetland). On both occasions it 
was in the dull plumage.  

The next time it was recaptured (on 3 September 

2016) was 8.5 years after ringing, and at the 
same wetland. This time it was in full breeding 

plumage. The wing length at immature stage 
was about 85 mm long, and considerably longer 

as an adult at 90 mm.  This male was probably 
resident in the same wetland in all its years as an 
adult, but avoided recapture in many of the 

ringing sessions held there. 

The most recent capture was 13 years 8 months 
after initial ringing, making this the oldest 

known Yellow Bishop in the wild. The previous 
record was an adult female ringed at Groot 

Fisantekraal farm in Durbanville, and recaptured 
11 years 1 month later (Oschadleus 2016). 

More weaver longevities may be seen at https://

birds4africa.org/weaver-research/weaver-
longevities/. 

Reference: 

Oschadleus HD, 2016. Oldest Yellow Bishop. Kite 112: 7. 

Wildevoëlvlei Count 

The Wildevoëlvlei site consists of a City of Cape 

Town sewage works and an adjoining  natural 

vlei  in the Fish Hoek valley at the southern end 
of the Noordhoek beach.   

Regular counts at Wildevoëlvlei were started by 

Eric Barnes in July 1985. Initially both the vlei 

and the sewage pans were counted, but since 
the early 2000s only the sewage works section is 
now visited. There are six pans at the sewage 

works, all fairly close together and enclosed by 
high security fencing.  

 

Over the years the number of birds and the 

species recorded have fluctuated, with some, like 
the Great Crested Grebe, no longer present.  But 

there is always the odd surprise. We have even 
seen otters on a few occasions.   

A small team of regulars meets monthly on the 
second Thursday of the month at 08h30, the 

only reason for cancellation being rain. Anyone 
wishing to join would be very welcome. 

 

—————————————————— 

Zandvlei Quarterly Count 

Monthly bird counting by CBC members started 
in 1974 at Zandvlei, and bird numbers continue 

to be recorded in different formats. The Zandvlei 
Nature Reserve records all bird species seen, 

including those that use bush and open spaces.  
These days the CBC counts are carried out on a  

The immature, dull-plumaged Yellow Bishop 
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Recaptured Yellow Bishop male 
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H. Dieter Oschadleus  

  CBC  Bird  Counts continued ... 

One of the pans at Wildevoëlvlei 
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Gillian Barnes 
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quarterly basis on the third Saturday of January, 
April, July, and October, and they are CWAC 

counts – i.e. only waterbird species are counted.  
The counts take about 2 hours of your time. See 

the records of previous counts at: https://
www.capebirdclub.org.za/zandvlei-cwac-counts/. 

For the purpose of counting, Zandvlei is divided 

into 10 areas and the counters are split into 
teams to cover these. Counting is done by 
walking and canoeing, with the Marina sections 

requiring occupants in two canoes to count the 
north and south sections. 

My interest is also the conservation of habitats in 
which the birds shelter, feed, roost, and nest. 

Since 1978 CBC members have been hacking – 
clearing invasive alien vegetation – at Zandvlei, 

an activity started by Alan Morris who was the 
CBC Chairman at that time.  See this link for 

what we do and have achieved – https://
www.capebirdclub.org.za/conservation-hacks-

invasive-vegetation-removal/. 

For both these activities you need to be an 

outdoor type of person who likes to be in the 
different elements, whatever they may be on the 

day – sun, wind, rain or all of them combined. It 
requires a person who is consistent by nature 

and happy to work alone or with others. Much 
can be learned as we do not always follow 

pathways, and we experience sightings of plants, 
animals, insects, and birds that few others come 
across.  

  

Paarl Bird Sanctuary Count 

Some of our little band of regulars have been 
supporting the monthly counts at Paarl Bird 

Sanctuary ever since they started almost 28 
years ago.  Valuable data has been recorded 

over this period and we hope that more 
volunteers will come and join us. 

In recent years there have been serious security 
concerns due to the proximity of the ever-

expanding informal settlement along the railway 
line bordering the sanctuary.  For this reason 

special security is provided to give us safe access 
to the inner Pans A, B, C and D for our counts on 

one day only – the last Saturday in the month 
from 8 to 11am.  Fortunately Pans E2 and E3 

inside the secure works area are readily 
accessible every day during working hours.   

The sanctuary is sadly neglected and overgrown 
in places but we are ever hopeful that when 

funding eventually becomes available for 
maintenance, staff, and security, it can return to 

its former condition as a true asset to the 
birding community and to Paarl tourism. 

The birdlife is still very rewarding and every 
count brings something unexpected.  We enjoy 

re-visiting our own familiar counting areas and 
greeting the regulars – Grey-headed and 

Hartlaub’s Gulls and their chicks, White-faced 
Whistling Ducks in their favourite corner, Water 

Thick-knees on the berm, Glossy Ibis, ducks by 
the dozen including African Black and Maccoa, 

and Blue-billed Teal.   Flamingos come and go 
and avocets are here in numbers sometimes.   

Counting by canoe at Zandvlei 

G
av

in
 L

aw
so

n
 

            Gavin Lawson  

email: glawson@axxess.co.za  Tel.  021 705 5224 Blue-billed Teals at Paarl Bird Sanctuary 
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https://www.capebirdclub.org.za/zandvlei-cwac-counts/
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https://www.capebirdclub.org.za/conservation-hacks-invasive-vegetation-removal/
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The old heronry on Pan D has slowly 
disintegrated and its occupants have recently 

settled in a new and more secure location, and it 
is full of life.  And always some surprises – 

maybe a Fulvous Whistling Duck or a Squacco 
Heron – you never know.   

 

We need additional counters from nearby areas 
– Paarl, Wellington, Klapmuts, and perhaps even 

Franschhoek or Stellenbosch.  From Cape Town’s 
northern and even southern areas you could 

make it a day’s outing.  Do some atlassing 
afterwards and on the way home make a stop at 
the PotBelly Cafe in Klapmuts to enjoy one of 

their moerse lekker meat pies, as we always do!  
Come and join us.   

Our count organiser is Gilbert Reinhardt, whose 

telephone number is 079 130 7876. 

We start our walk at the main entrance and walk 
up the lawns past the aloe gardens, a great spot 

for sunbirds, especially when the aloes are 
flowering. Walking up towards the Boomslang, 

we keep an eye open for Lemon Doves in the 
heavily wooded parts, where Cape Batis and Bar-

throated Apalis are also often spotted. 

—————————————————— 

Kirstenbosch Monthly Count 

The Kirstenbosch monthly count was started by 
Derek Longrigg in the early 2000s, as a BIRP 
count (Birds in Reserves and Parks). We count 

the number of species and not the total number 
of birds.  I took over as the leader of these walks 

in 2013 and have been doing it for the last nine 
years!  We meet on the first Sunday of the 

month and have a very enthusiastic group of 
regulars as well as occasional visitors from out of 

town. 

It is a very popular Sunday morning walk and we 

usually have more than twenty keen birders 
coming along. It is also very popular with 

photographers and presents many photographic 
opportunities.  

Jo Hobbs 
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Walking up the lawns of beautiful Kirstenbosch 

We continue our walk up towards the Protea 
Gardens, where we usually find many Cape 

Sugarbirds, always keeping an eye out for the 
elusive Forest Buzzard. Raptors often seen 

include Booted Eagle, African Harrier-Hawk, 
African Goshawk, and Rufous-breasted 

Sparrowhawk. 

Of course, the birds are not the only attraction 
on our walk. There are many beautiful and 
interesting plants, and we always have a few 

experts to explain their intricacies. We do come 
across small animals as well and some not so 

small.  The reports of the caracal kittens in the 
gardens remind me of the day we came across a 

caracal that had just caught a guineafowl! 

Tea on the steps above the Dell 
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The new heronry at Paarl Bird Sanctuary 
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On our way down it is usual for us to stop for a 
tea break on the steps above the Dell and get 

everyone together again – the group sometimes 
gets a bit spread out having got so involved with 

birds and nature!  The Dell is home to a pair of 
African Paradise Flycatchers that regularly breed 

there in summer, and African Dusky Flycatchers 
nest nearby. 

out of Cape Town, 8/10 (ES, WS, GaS, RiC,TH). 
Single birds seen on a pelagic out of Hout Bay, 

24/10 (DG, MB, TH) and a fishing trip out of 
Hout Bay, 29/11, reported by TH.  

Northern Royal Albatross – single birds seen 

on pelagics out of Simon’s Town, 24/9, reported 
by TH, Hout Bay, 24/10 (DG, MB, TH), a fishing 

trip west of Hout Bay, 6/11, reported by TH, 
Simon’s Town, 16/11 (TH, RC) 

Red-tailed Tropicbird – a bird seen at 09h30  
flying from Olifantsbos, 28/11 (JG), later at 

Wildevoëlvlei, flying towards Ocean View (RC), 
then circling over the crayfish factory south of 

Kommetjie, (JG) and last seen flying along 
Kommetjie Beach towards the Kom (RI). A bird 
seen at Wildevoëlvlei, 15/12, reported by AW 

Australasian Gannet – a new bird found on 
Malgas Island, was ringed, 12/10 (BD, PR) 

Eurasian Oystercatcher – on the Klein River 
lagoon, Hermanus, 18/11 (PV), 19/11 (JO, DB, SJ), 

20/11 (KW, VW, JW). It was usually seen on the 
beach in the morning and later moved to the 

lagoon. It was seen by many birders and last 
reported on 2/12 (ED, PD). A bird at the 

Keurbooms River estuary, 3/12 (PaR), 
subsequently seen by many birders, including 
13/12 (PL), 19/12 (AD) and last reported 8/1 (JO)   

Baird’s Sandpiper – a bird seen at the mouth of 
the Eerste River, Macassar, 7/12 (CD), 8/12 (KeH) 

9/12 (WB), 10/12 (JO, SF) and many more 
birders. Then a second bird arrived 19/12 (FD), 

subsequently seen by many  birders, including 
(SN). Two were last reported 2/1 (TG) and a 

single bird 8/1 (FD) 

Pectoral Sandpiper – a bird seen at Rooisand, 

outside Kleinmond, 5/10 (DB), 6/10 (MG), 7/10 
(HV), 8/10 (ES), 10/10 (JR, KW, CM, WB, JW, GS) 
and last reported 13/11 (LeV). A bird seen on a 

small pan on the road out of Witsand, 14/11 
(GW, CM); the following day, 2 birds were seen 

there (BK) and both were still present 30/11 (KH). 
A bird seen on the eastern side of Strandfontein 

WWTW, at -34.143, 18.334, 25/11 (JG). The bird 
flew off and presumably the same bird was re-

located on Pan P2 in the afternoon (MB). A bird 
seen at Fisherhaven at -34.36, 19.112, 24/11(JV). 

A bird seen at Rooisand NR, 19/12 (DB, JW), 
20/12 (CB), 21/12 LeV), 26/12 (SN). 3 seen on 
Pan P7, Strandfontein WWTW, 26/12 (GS), at 

least I present 2/1 (GS). 3 seen on Pan P1, 6/1 by 

RARITY SIGHTINGS 
10 September 2021 – 10 January 2022 

We finally end up back in the car park at about 
11am, having started out at 8am – about a three 

hour walk. There is an entrance fee if you are not 
a member of the Botanical Society. The number 

of species counted on our walk is usually 
between 25 and 35, depending on the season, 

the weather, and the luck!  We sometimes see 
unusual birds, sometimes miss old favourites, 

but are always entertained by someone! 

Please feel free to come along. I’m sure you will 

enjoy the morning. 

————————————————— 
John Magner 

Please report your sightings to compiler Simon 
Fogarty, tel. 082 348 2465, or fogarty@fhnew 

lands.co.za. Please note that none of the 
sightings listed below have been verified by 

either a regional or national rarities committee. 

NATIONAL RARITIES 

Southern Royal Albatross – a bird seen on a 

pelagic out of Simon’s Town, 24/9 and one on 
13/11 reported by TH. A bird seen on a pelagic 
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The African Dusky Flycatcher on its nest 
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about 25 birders on a Cape Bird Club outing. 

Broad-billed Sandpiper – one seen at Geelbek 

Hide, West Coast NP, 18/9 (RC) and 22 Dec (TV) 

LOCAL RARITIES 

Wandering Albatross – a bird seen on a fishing 

trip out of Simon’s Town, 9/11, reported by TH. 
Single birds seen on trips out of Hout Bay, 6/11 

(TH, CD, PL) and 14/11, reported by TH  

Spectacled Petrel – a bird seen on a pelagic out 
of Cape Town, 8/10 (RiC, ES, WS). Single birds 

seen on pelagics out of Hout Bay, 24/10 (DG, 
MB, TH), 30/10 (LR, TH), 1/12, reported by TH 

Flesh-Footed Shearwater – a bird seen on a 

pelagic out of Hout Bay, 28/ (TH) 

Pink-backed Pelican –  at the northern end of 
Zeekoevlei, 11/9 (TH) and the end of Peninsula 

Road, 15/9, reported by TH. On P2, 
Strandfontein WWTW, 17/9 (JO), on P2, 23/9 

(VW, RN) and later in the afternoon 2 birds 
present (MM). There were further sightings in 
Oct. and Nov. and last reported 12/12 (DW) 

Goliath Heron – on Vermont dam, near 
Hermanus, 13/9 (JV). Near the R4 at -34.805, 
18.784, 13/12 (HV) 

Black Heron – a bird seen alongside the 
Joostenbergvlakte Road at -33.7875, 18.7695, 
12/12 (PC), 13/12 (GS, IU, CT, KW), 14/12 (BrC, 

JG), 15/12 (JW) 

Great Egret – a bird seen in the Nuwejaars 

Wetland, Agulhas Plain, 8/11, reported by TH 

Green-backed (Striated) Heron – a bird seen at 
Marina Da Gama, 11/9 (TH, MO), 13/9 (RoV), 

14/9 (SN) 

Squacco Heron – a bird seen at Beaufort West 
WWTW, 8/10, reported by TH 

Black Stork – a bird seen at De Vette Mossel, 

Hermanus, 24/11 (AC) 

Yellow-billed Stork – 2 birds seen flying over 
Paardevlei, 6/1 (TH) 

Saddle-billed Stork – a juvenile bird, the first 

for the Western Province, seen along Point Rd, 
Pringle Bay and then flying towards Hangklip, 17 

Dec (DV), 18/12 (CD, JV). There were no further 
sightings in the area and then possibly the same 

bird was seen 3kms south of Grootvadersbosch 
at -34.017115, 20.833330, 22/12 (JoM). The bird 

was next seen near Heidelberg at -34.0530580, 
20.8418800, 1/1 (TH, WU, MM, GS, FJ, StF, SF), 

2/1 (KW, VH, OM, DW), 4/1 (CD, RS), 7/1 (JG), 9/1 
(RV) 

Fulvous Whistling Duck - At least 14 birds seen 
at Paardevlei, Somerset West, 22/11 (SN), 12 

there, including young ones, 23/11(WB, RC, MG), 
2 seen 8/12 (SN), 9/12 (LP), 5 seen 11/12 (FD), 22 

seen 29/12 (GS) and 26 seen 6/1 (TH). A bird 
seen at a farm dam in Piketberg, 26/11 (MaB). 3 

birds at Wildevoëlvlei, Kommetjie, 30/11 (MiM), 
4 on 1/12 (AW), 2/12 (RC), 6/12 (CC). A group of 

17 birds seen just beyond the breaking waves at 
Vleesbaai, 20/12 (EE) and 8 birds seen near 
Vleesbaai at -34.253, 21.875 27/12 (AmW).  

Knob-billed Duck – at least 6 birds seen from 
the Arniston to Struisbaai Road, about 16km 

south of Bredasdorp, 18/10 (DB), 2 birds at -
34.649, 20.074, 21/10 (MP), 14 birds 26/10 (JW, 

MT, StF, SF), 16 birds present, 30/10 (GS, KW), 12 
birds present 4/11 (VS), 8 present 14/11 (JG). At 

least 5 birds south of Bredasdorp, at -34.64895, 
20.07394, 10/11 (P & SS). A bird seen from the 

hide at Rooisand NR 27/12 (GS) 

Long-crested Eagle – single birds seen flying 
over Matjies Gym, Stellenbosch, 11/9 (JO), over 

Porterfield Road, Blouberg, 14/9, reported by 
TH, in Riversdale, 19/12 (BK), over West Street, 

Napier, 30/12 (SP) 

Brown Snake Eagle – single birds seen near the 

Klein River lagoon, Hermanus, 21/11 (SN), near 
Vleesbaai at -34.285, 21.860, 27/11, reported by 

TH, on the road to Hazekraal Farm at -32.991, 
18.385, 18/12 (OM), along Bordjiesrif Road, Cape 

Point NR at -34.310, 18.450, 30/12 (LG), outside 
Stilbaai at -34.335, 21.413, 30/12 (FJ), flying over 
Somerset West, 30/12 (KM) 

Eurasian Hobby – a bird seen on the R317, 2km 
north of the Wolvengat turnoff, 12/12 (SJ). A 

juvenile bird seen over his garden in Parklands, 
21/12 (TH) 

Corn Crake – a bird seen on Oak Valley Farm, 
Grabouw, 24/12, reported by TH 

African Crake – a bird seen in a wetland 15km 
north of Op die Berg, 3/12 (DiB) 

Baillon’s Crake – a bird seen in the reeds on the 
southern end of Pan P2, Strandfontein WWTW, 
24/9 (PR) 

Allen’s Gallinule – a juvenile bird at Dick Dent 
Bird Sanctuary, Strand, 9/11 (JJ), still present 10 

& 11/11 (SN) 
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African Finfoot – a female seen on the Breede 
River, opposite Silverstrand Estate, 31/10, 

reported by TH 

African Jacana – a bird at the last hide at 
Rondevlei NR, 2/10 (RN, WF) and Scotto hide, 

6/1 (TH) 

Greater Painted-snipe – a bird seen in a small 

wetland just past the Pearly Beach off-ramp, 
4/12 (PV) 

Lesser Sand Plover – a bird at the mouth of the 

Olifants River, Papendorp,10/11 (DB) and 1 there 
9/12 (TP). A bird at Geelbek hide, West Coast NP, 
8/1 (MO)  

Greater Sand Plover – single birds seen at the 
Orange River Estuary, Papendorp, 10/11 (DB), at 
Uilenkraals River, Gansbaai, 13/11 (DB), 20/11 

(PV), 24/11 (SN, CB), 26/11 (CM), 4/12 (PV), 7/12 
(SJ), 13/12, reported by TH, at the Olifants River 

mouth, 9/12 (TP), 3 birds, 200m upstream from 
Uilenskraal River bridge, 6/1 (LeV) 

Red Phalarope – a bird seen at Doringlaagte 

Camping & Chalets, 4 kms east of Montagu, 7/9 
(WiB). It was only reported on 22 September, by 

which time efforts to re-find it were 
unsuccessful. 

Red-necked Phalarope – a bird at Kliphoek salt 

pans, Velddrif, 18/9 (DD, LD), 26/9 (JC), 3/10 
(GS). 2 birds seen at  Kuifkopvisvanger salt pans, 

Velddrif, 12/12 (CD). A bird in breeding plumage 
at Kliphoek salt pans, 3/1(CrT) 

Double-banded Courser – 2 birds seen from 
the R307, SW of Moorreesburg, 12/9, (TH). A 

bird seen in the same area, 16/9 (FG), 8/10 (OS) 

Namaqua Sandgrouse – a bird, well out of 
range, over Royal Ascot racecourse, Milnerton, 

28/10 (BM,RM) 

Black Tern – a bird, later joined by another, seen 
roosting with Common Terns at Woodbridge 

Island, Milnerton, 27/12 (GJ, KW), 28/12 (MO), 
30/12 (WR), 1/1 (GJ, PD) 

Tambourine Dove – a bird heard calling from 
the Milkwood thicket at Macassar, 20/12 (TG) 

Common Cuckoo – a bird seen on Lion’s Head, 

5/12 (MoW). A bird seen at Rooisand NR 
between the hide and the sea, 11/12 (PV), 12/12 
(KeH, DB, JV) 

Great Spotted Cuckoo – a bird seen near 
Rietbron, SW of Beaufort West at -32.557, 
22.793, 21/11 (MW) 

Jacobin Cuckoo – a dark morph bird flew into 
an enclosed stoep in Betty’s Bay, it was released 

by the home owner and flew away, 28/10 (IK). A 
bird seen 1km inside the southern entrance to 

the West Coast NP, 27/11 (CS). A bird seen in 
Victoria Road, Camps Bay, 8/12 (DG) 

African Emerald Cuckoo – a bird seen in the 

Algeria campsite, Cedarberg, 16/10, reported by 
TH. A bird heard calling from the gum trees 

surrounding the campsite at Harold Porter BG, 
23/10 (DW)  

African Palm Swift – a bird seen flying over 

Dolphin Beach Pans, 12/9, reported by TH, 3 
birds present, 15/9 (TP), 16/10, reported by TH. 

A bird seen around the Sunset Hide, Rietvlei NR, 
17/10 (MM). 2 birds at the end of Popham St, 

overlooking Dolphin Pan, 18/10 (LV). 2 seen over 
his garden in Parklands, 12/11 (TH). Single birds 

seen 2km east of Rolindale Farm Stall, near 
Swellendam, 28/11 (PV), Melkbos pans, 18/12 
(BV), Burgers Walk flying towards Boulders, 2/1 

(LG), Dolphin Beach pans, 2/1 (AD) 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater – 5 birds seen flying 
over Malmesbury, 7/12 (RoV), 2 near the hide at 

Rooisand NR, 12/12 (JO, LeV), along approach 
road to Rooisand NR, 16/12 (VS) and 20/12 (SM). 

Several at De Mond, 16/12, reported by TH. 
Several on private land in Joostenbergkloof and 

flying over the R312, 21/12 (CD) 

European Roller – single birds seen in vicinity of 

De Hoop restaurant, 18/12, (RS), on fence 
approaching Rooisand NR, 21/12 (CW), on R43, 

1km from Botrivier, 23/12 (PV), A bird seen 
along Plateau Road near Good Hope nursery, 
23/12 (JeR, CC) subsequently seen by many 

birders and last reported 5/1. A bird seen near 
Witsand, 25/12 (ThP), at Wildevoëlvlei, 25/12 

(AW), 2 seen near Struisbaai at -34.749301, 
20.028070, 27/12 (AR), on Pan S8 at 

Strandfontein WWTW, 28/12 (VaS), near Breede 
River near Malgas, 28/12 (JaS) 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah – 2 birds seen 

south of  Murraysburg at -32.235, 23.642, 2/10 
(AB) 

Common Scimitarbill – a bird in the rest camp 

at Bontebok NP, 23/11 (HL). A bird at De Mond 
NR, 2/1 (AK) 

Crested Barbet – a bird was seen in a garden in 

Stonehurst Way, Durbanville, 22/9 (SS)  

Black-eared Sparrow-Lark – a bird seen in the 
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Bontebok NP at -34.066, 20.430, about midway 
between reception and the picnic site, 24/10, 

reported by TH 

Lesser Striped Swallow – a bird seen at the 
Bontebok NP, 26/9 (LV) 

Sand Martin – single birds were seen on a farm 
in Darling, 4/11 (WD), on Pan P1 Strandfontein 

WWTW, 7/11 (DW), at Rooisand NR, 13/11, 
reported by TH, between Pans P6 & P7, 3/1 (LG), 
Kliphoek salt pans, 8/1 (GS), near Pans P7 & P8, 

Strandfontien WWTW, 9/1 (OS) 

Eurasian Golden Oriole – single birds at Pearly 
Beach at -34.669, 19.513, 19/12 (SJ), Silver-

boomkloof, Somerset West, 3/1 (SN), Provincial 
Veterinary Laboratory, Stellenbosch, 5/1 (FD) 

White-starred Robin – a bird well west of its 

normal range, along the Bushbuck Trail, 
Grootvadersbosch, 10/11 (KC) and an immature 

bird seen in the same area at -33.982, 20.832, 
20/11, reported by TH  

Common Whitethroat – a bird at Roam Private 

GR, between Prince Albert and Beaufort West, 
24/12 and 2 birds present 25/12 (DoD), seen 

27/12 (KW), 28/12 (TH), still present 30/12 (DoD) 

African Pied Wagtail – a bird at the Postcard 

Café, Stellenbosch, 12/9 (JG), 13/9 (JO), 19/9 
(KW). 3/12 (MaT) 

Western Yellow Wagtail – a bird seen near the 
Stompneusbaai/Vredenberg/Paternoster inter-

section, 21/11, reported by TH. A bird near 
Rooisand NR hide,19/12 (DB), seen by many 
birders and last reported 26/12 (DiV) 

Grey Wagtail – a bird seen along the river to 
Rust en Vrede Waterfall at -33.395, 22.357, 

reported by TH, 29/11 (RV), 30/11 (DoD) 

Lesser Grey Shrike – single birds at -33.794, 
18.779, 14/12 (GS), SW of Murraysburg at -33. 

7937, 18.7795, 14/12 (JG)   

Red-backed Shrike – a bird seen near the 
Korentepoort Dam, Riversdale, 4/12 (BK). A 

young bird SW of Murraysburg at -33.7937, 
18.7795, 14/12 (JG) 

Yellow-crowned Bishop – a bird seen again at 

Lake Michelle, Noordhoek, 24/10 (WaS, CS), 
31/10 (AS) and still there 29/11 (RC) and 10/12, 

reported by TH 

Cinnamon-breasted Buntimg – a bird seen at 
the Garcia Pass near Robertson, 13/11, reported 

by TH 
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CLUB ACTIVITIES   

EVENING MEETINGS:  These are normally held at 20h00 on the second Thursday of each month 
at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands – but while the risk of 

Covid-19 makes such gatherings unsafe, the meetings will be held online via Zoom, starting at 19h30.  
Meetings feature interesting illustrated talks by birding experts, ornithologists, or professionals in 

related fields.  Please look out for notices in the eNewsletter which will inform you about the format of 
the meetings and provide Zoom links for the virtual meetings. 

FIELD OUTINGS:  are listed in the CBC Programme.    A full programme has been organised, BUT 

please check the eNewsletter to see if outings are going ahead.  If they do take place, please 
note that all Covid-19 protocols must be observed –  numbers will be limited to the number of 
people deemed safe for gatherings by government, participants must wear masks, practice social 

distancing, and not share equipment.  A register will be kept by the outing leader in case we need to 
contact you.  Please stay at home if you are not feeling well. 

COURSES, CAMPS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS: have been put on hold for a while and their 

resumption will depend on the intensity of the pandemic and national regulations.  Look out for 
notices in the eNewsletter. 

BIRD COUNTS:  Our club supports ornithological research and conservation projects by conducting 
regular bird counts at a number of sites.  Counts will be held if Covid regulations allow.   

Before setting out, please contact your count leader to see if counts will be going ahead.   

CBC PROGRAMME:  March 2022 – July 2022 

       MARCH  2022  ——————–-——- 

Tuesday 1 March  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Majik Forest, Bellville                               

Leader:  Kevin Drummond-Hay    074 587 3792         dikkop@icloud.com 

Meet at 08h30.  Kevin Drummond-Hay, a member of our neighbouring Tygerberg Bird Club, will 
introduce us to the Majik Forest, a garden in the Northern Suburbs with a wealth of shrubs, forested 

areas, dams, and flowing streams. We can expect to see: Red-faced and White-backed Mousebirds, 
Acacia Pied Barbet, Bar-throated Apalis, African Paradise Flycatcher. The last TBC outing to this venue 

achieved a count of 40 species for the morning. The walk will be approximately 2 hours. If anyone 
wants to do some extra birding, we can proceed to Doordekraal Dam just up the road. Bring along 

chairs to enjoy your refreshments on the lawn under the trees. 

Directions:  From N1 take the off-ramp to Jip De Jager. At the bottom of the ramp turn left into Jip 

De Jager. Continue on this road for approximately 5kms until you reach the intersection at Van 
Riebeeckshof Road. Stay in the middle lane till you are across the lights and then immediately look for 

parking on the left just after the lights.  

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 3 March – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

—————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 5 March –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a warm anorak 
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even if it is a hot day as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, 
driver’s licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.  Because of uncertainty due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle 1 week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be 
taking place.   

Directions: Take the M5 (Prince George Drive) towards Grassy Park.  Look out for Nando ’s at the 

5th Avenue traffic lights. Turn here – left if coming from the Rondebosch side or right if coming from 
the Muizenberg side.  Continue along 5th Avenue to the first set of traffic lights. Turn right into Perth 

Road and continue to the end of the road.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 6 March− Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 10 March – Wildevoëlvlei Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 10 March – CBC Annual General Meeting … Please see notice on p. 6 for details. 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 12 March − Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Friday 18 March – Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma    074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  

———————————–—————————————————————————- 

Sunday 20 March  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Farewell the Waders at West Coast NP 

Leader:  Mel Tripp      083 461 4365    trippmel3@gmail.com 

The Gates open at 07h00. Meet at 07h30 at the Geelbek Homestead car park. Remember your 

Wild Card so that you do not have to pay the entrance fee.   Catching the tides at the right time is 
crucial for optimum viewing of waders at the Langebaan Lagoon. We will start by doing  some bush 

birding on the way to Seeberg hide before returning to Geelbek by 13h00.  Abrahamskraal or 
Tsaarsbank can be done after lunch. We suggest  you share transport and allow for a full day’s outing. 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 26 March – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

—————————————————————————————————————— 

      APRIL 2022  ———————–-———-

Saturday 2 April – RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a warm anorak 

even if it is a warm day as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, 
driver’s licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.  Because of uncertainty due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle 1 week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be 

taking place.    For directions, see 5 March.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 3 April − Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 
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Thursday 7 April  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Spier Wine Estate 

Leader: John Magner      082 881 3845      johnmagner@netactive.co.za 

Meet at 09h00. Spier is one of the oldest wine farms in the country. It offers beautiful views and 
many birding opportunities during walks on the lawn, under the shady trees on the banks of the Eerste 

Rivier, and in the vineyards.  Meet in the car park at Spier where we will bird along the river, around the 
lake, and in the garden. 

Directions: Take the N2 out of Cape Town and turn left at the Baden Powell turn-off to 

Stellenbosch on the R310. After about 6 km you will see the beautiful Spier Wine Estate on your right.  
Enter the Estate and meet in the car park. 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 7 April  – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 9 April −  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 10 April − Strandfontein WWTW Quarterly Count 

Leader:   Graham Pringle    083 707 1339    Meet at: 08h00                   

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 14 April – Wildevoëlvlei Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 14 April – EVENING MEETING –  The Kgalagadi revisited – owls galore and much more 

Speaker:  Otto Schmidt 

Meet at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30. 

After an absence of 12 years, Otto and Sandy spent a week in the park in November 2021. Following 
an excellent summer rainy season, the birdlife was at its best, providing memorable sightings and 

great photographic opportunities. 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 16 April − Zandvlei Quarterly Count     

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Friday 22 April – Athlone WWTW Monthly Count     Please note: count is on 4th Friday of April 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  – provided the WWTW is open.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 24 April – SUNDAY OUTING  –  Keurbos Bird Reserve, Elgin 

Leader:  Carin Malan   073 172 2660    carin.malan@fruitways.co.za  
Meet at 08h00.  Our leader, Carin Malan, is a keen bird photographer and, as an active 

committee member of BirdLife Overberg, she knows this area well.  Keurbos is Jessie Walton’s apple 
farm and nursery. Jessie has established an indigenous garden enjoyed by people and birds. She has a 

passion for rescuing injured and baby birds and assisting them back into the wild.  There is a lovely 
wetland where Jessie has constructed a hide at one of the ponds and this is where we will start birding.  

Bring your own refreshments. 

Directions:  Take the N1 from Cape Town towards Somerset West and over Sir Lowry ’s Pass.   Just 

mailto:carin.malan@fruitways.co.za
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past Peregrine Farmstall turn right onto the Viljoenshoop Road. Continue for about 5km, then turn left 
onto Highlands Road. Continue on this road for another 3.7km past the Keurbos Nursery on the right 

to the Keurbos Bird Reserve (no 71) wetland hide on the left. Park just beyond the farm cottages where 
Carin will meet us. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 29 April – Symphony Way Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30 at Edith Stephens NR 

———————————–—————————————————————————- 

Saturday 30 April – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

      MAY 2022 ———————————- 

Sunday 1 May – Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count         

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845       Meet at:  08h00 

—————————–————————————————————————————— 

Tuesday 3 May  –  WEEKDAY OUTING – Intaka Island 

Leader:  Tony Williams    084 505 5450          capeokapi@gmail.com 

Meet at 09h00.  We will meet near the ticket office.  There is a small entry fee (and a discount 
for pensioners).  We will spend time in the various hides and walk the winding paths to see the variety 

of bush birds and water birds. Optionally, depending on the weather and time, we may also include a 
trip on a canal boat.  Bring along your tea and a snack.  

Directions:  From the N1 take Exit 10 onto Century City Drive which runs parallel with the N1. 

Follow the road, take the sharp left turn to the robot. At this robot turn right onto Century City 
Boulevard and stay in the left lane. Drive through 3 traffic circles. At the 4th traffic circle take the first 

exit left (signposted) and then the first left again into Park Lane.  Park your vehicle on Locomotive 
Square.  Collect a parking ticket from Intaka reception desk. 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 5 May – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 7 May – RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING            (Note later winter starting time.)                              

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047                                      
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a warm anorak 

as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s licence, or 
passport in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.  Because of uncertainty due to the Covid-19 

pandemic, please phone Merle 1 week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking place.     For 
directions please see 5 March.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 12 May  –  Wildevoëlvlei Monthly Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————- 
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Thursday 12 May –  EVENING MEETING  –  Rondevlei: an important conservation area -  

                                                                                                                                        then and now 

Speaker:  Dalton Gibbs 

Meet at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30. 

Rondevlei was one of the first nature reserves in Cape Town, starting off as the Rondevlei Bird 

Sanctuary. It started as a research station for bird migration, providing valuable information which 
changed our understanding on migratory birds. Since then this protected area has grown, changing its 

conservation purpose in a changing landscape.   This talk tracks the history and present day purpose 
of this important conservation area. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 13 May  –  Consol Glass Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma     074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  in the parking lot at Kwanza 

Sands Minerals, 19 Silica Road, Athlone. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 14 May  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 15 May –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Helderberg Nature Reserve  

Leader:    John Magner    082 881 3845      johnmagner@netactive.co.za 

Meet at 08h30.  This reserve is known for its mountain fynbos and a large variety of proteas. 

Five of the six fynbos endemics are found here, namely, Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, 
Cape Siskin, Victorin’s Warbler, and Protea Seedeater. 

Directions:  Take the N2 from Cape Town and turn left at the Somerset West/Strand intersection 
(Broadway).  Turn right into Main Road.  Follow the road to the Lourensford Road intersection where  

you turn left. Drive for some distance until you see a Shell garage. Then follow the signs to the Reserve 
– turn left into Hillcrest, then right into Reservoir Road and then finally left into Verster Avenue.  There 

is a small entry fee.  We meet at the main parking area at the top of the road opposite the tea room. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Friday 20 May  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  – provided the WWTW is open.  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 28 May  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

      JUNE 2022 ——————–-————- 

Thursday 2 June –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Wildevoëlvlei and Kommetjie 

Leaders:   Gillian Barnes           021 782 5429       eric.margs@gmail.com 

                 Marilyn Metcalfe          076 371 0358         komduke@gmail.com 

NB. Numbers are limited to 20 persons, so it is essential that you book your place with Gillian in 
the week before this outing. 

Meet at 08h30.  We will spend about an hour at the Wildevoëlvlei Waste Water Treatment 

Works, where we should see Water Thick-knee, Yellow-billed Duck, Cape Teal, Cape Shoveler, Southern 
Pochard, Little Grebe, Levaillant’s Cisticola, African Marsh Harrier, Reed and White-breasted Cormorant.  



Promerops 322 

35 March 2022  

It is not a very large area and is an easy walk.  From here we will proceed to the boat launching parking 
area at The Kom (Kommetjie). Marilyn will guide us on a walk around the island and then along the 

boardwalk to the lighthouse and back. Easy walking all on the level.  Birds expected: cormorants, 
seabirds (if the northwester is blowing), bush birds like Karoo Prinia and Cape Grassbird.  Also sunbirds 

along the path if the aloes are still flowering. Spotted Thick-knee, Glossy and African Sacred Ibis and 
gulls at the boat launch.  Bring along your own refreshments, which we can enjoy at the Kom. 

Directions to Wildevoëlvlei Waste Water Treatment Works:  From Ou Kaapse Weg or Fish Hoek, 

take Kommetjie Road (M65) and continue past Masiphumelele until you see the signs for the Waste 

Depot. Turn right into Wildevoëlvlei Road and travel a short distance to the end. The gate to the 

treatment works is on the left. The security guard will ask you to sign a register. There is limited 

parking at the office so please share lifts. Gillian will arrange for any overflow to park closer to the 
maturation ponds. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 2 June – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 4 June  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    (Note later winter starting time)                   

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047     
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Dress warmly as it 
can get very cold in the hides.   Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s licence, or 

passport  in order to obtain an entry permit at the gate.  Because of uncertainty due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, please phone Merle 1 week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking place.     For 

directions please see 5 March. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 5 June  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 9 June  –   Wildevoëlvlei Monthly Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

———————————————————–—-———————————————————- 

Thursday 9 June  –  EVENING MEETING  –  SANCCOB saves seabirds 

Speaker:   Dr David Roberts   

Meet at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30. 

Dr David Roberts, Clinical Veterinarian at the Southern African Foundation for the Conservation of 

Coastal Birds (SANCCOB), will present a talk about the organisation’s seabird conservation work. Join 
us as he shares insights of their proactive efforts and reactive responses to reverse the decline of 

seabird populations in southern Africa. SANCCOB is renowned for its interventions to rescue and 
rehabilitate seabirds such as the endangered African Penguin, Cape Gannet, and Cape Cormorant, and 

Dr Roberts has first-hand experience in providing medical and surgical treatment for ill and injured 
birds. From education and awareness to research and emergency response, this non-profit 
organisation is at the forefront of seabird conservation and Dr Roberts will leave you interested, 

informed about SANCCOB’s work, and eager to volunteer, visit for a tour, and perhaps even adopt a 
penguin undergoing rehabilitation at their facility in Table View. 

——————————————————————————————————————- 
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Saturday 11 June –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 12 June  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Annual seabird watch from Cape Point 

Leader:  Mel Tripp   083 461 4365         trippmel3@gmail.com 

Meet at 08h30.   This is one of the best locations for land-based seabird watching on the Peninsula 

– a good way to get to grips with some pelagic species that are mostly encountered on pelagic trips. 
Let’s hope for some ‘ideal’ winter gales to drive the seabirds closer to shore.  If you have a scope, 
please bring it along. After a few hours on the cliff face we will move off to one of the bays for a picnic 

brunch, so do bring refreshments. 

Directions: From Simon’s Town head south along the M4 and follow the signs to the Cape Point NR. 
If coming from the Kommetjie side take the M65 to the reserve, which is also well sign-posted. We 

meet in the parking area just beyond the pay point. Don't forget your Wild Card as Cape Point is very 
pricey to enter these days. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 17 June –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30  – provided the WWTW is open.  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 25 June –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

      JULY 2022 ———————–-———- 

Saturday 2 July  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      (Note later winter starting time.)                 

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours.  Dress warmly as it can get very cold in the hides.   

Entrance is free, but remember to bring your ID, driver’s licence, or passport in order to obtain an entry 
permit at the gate.  Because of uncertainty due to the Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle 1 week 

prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking place.     For directions please see 5 March. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 3 July  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Tuesday 5 July  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  SANCCOB  …  something different! 

Liaison:  Lynette de Beer        082 631 2114      lynettedb2@gmail.com 

Meet at 09h00 or 10h00.  We will be visiting the SANCCOB centre in Table View and we have 

booked two tours of the facility so that members can see first hand how SANCCOB operates.   

Tour One: 09h00           Cost: Adults R60, Children R50, Pensioners R40 – all for a good cause.    

Tour Two: 10h00    

NB.  It is essential to book your preferred time slot with Lynette no later than Tuesday, 28 June.  

Last month’s talk by Dr David Roberts, SANCCOB’s seabird veterinarian, plus his fascinating article in 

Promerops 319:10 (March 2021), are sure to have whetted your appetite for this tour of the SANCCOB 

centre, so be sure not to miss it.   The tour takes about one hour so members may like to visit the 

mailto:lynettedb2@gmail.com
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neighbouring Rietvlei Nature Reserve before or after their selected tour. There is an entrance fee to 

this reserve. 

Directions:  SANCCOB,  22 Pentz Drive, Table View.   Take the R27 (West Coast Road) out of 
town, past the Milnerton Golf Course. Turn right into Blaauwberg Road (M14) and then right into Pentz 

Drive.   SANCCOB is on the right.   Please arrive timeously to complete all Covid protocols. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 7 July – Edith Stephens Nature Reserve Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30   

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 9 July  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 10 July − Strandfontein WWTW Quarterly Count (CWAC) 

Leader:   Graham Pringle    083 707 1339    Meet at: 08h30   Note later winter starting time.                

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 14 July  –  Wildevoëlvlei CWAC Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 14 July  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Magical Makuleke 

Speaker:  Jonathan Hemp 

Meet at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 
Should Covid-19 restrictions necessitate holding a Zoom meeting, the meeting will start at 19h30. 

Marje and Jonathan Hemp first visited northern Kruger in 1991, and have returned fairly regularly 

since. In both 2020 and 2021 they tackled BirdLife SA’s Birding Big Day from the EcoTraining camp in 
Makuleke, the Conservancy bounded by the Luvuvhu River in the south and the Limpopo River in the 

north, also known as the Pafuri Triangle. It is arguably the best birding area in Kruger, with remarkably 
diverse habitats and specials such as Pel’s Fishing Owl, Arnot’s Chat, Racket-tailed Roller, Black-

throated Wattle-eye, Böhm's Spinetail, Tropical Boubou, and Crested Guineafowl.  

The talk will cover some of the fascinating history, the spectacular geography, and above all the rich 
avifauna of the region. 

—————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 15 July  –  Athlone WWTW CWAC Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813     Meet at:  08h30  – provided the WWTW is open.  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 16 July  −  Zandvlei Quarterly Count  (CWAC) 

Leader:   Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at: 08h00  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 17 July  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Dick Dent Bird Sanctuary, Strand                

Leader: Daryl de Beer     082 881 8590    daryldb@mweb.co.za 

Meet at 08h30. This wetland, which is situated close to the Lourens River, was once a waste-
water treatment works, however the 25 acres now enjoy conservation initiatives that maintain its 
natural wetland status.  

Directions: From the N2 take the Broadway Boulevard glide-off. At the traffic lights turn right onto 
Broadway Boulevard. Cross the freeway and continue for some time, passing the Strand Golf Club and 



Promerops 322 

38 March 2022 

Secure and peaceful 2 bedroomed  
cottage for short lets.  Sheltered deck  

with views of False Bay and beyond.  
Lovely flora and birdlife. 

Short walk to Fisherman’s Beach,  
Simonstown, CapeTown. 

Cell:  084 581 0100 or 

cottages@telkomsa.net TIERFONTEIN RONDAWEL 

Self-catering rondawel for two in the Southern 

Overberg, near Baardskeerdersbos.  Situated on 
a lily pond in pristine fynbos.  Tranquil and 

relaxing. Beautiful walks and kloofing with 
excellent birding. 

www.tierfonteinrondawel.com                         

CBC  SMALL  ADS 

CBC Small Ads are available to all at R100 per 

insertion (max 50 words + heading).  Cash with order 
please.  Rates for larger display ads on request. For 

bookings or enquiries please phone Dennis Randell at  

082 320 3377 or email randestates@yebo.co.za  

 

 

 

Yes!  A bat – a tiny (thumb-sized) bat – has won the annual competition in which members of the 

public decide which bird will be crowned New Zealand Bird of the Year! Described by competition 
organisers as a ‘flying furball’, this miniscule mammal (which is listed by the IUCN as Critically 

Endangered) was included in the competition in order to make the public aware of its existence and 
its plight.  Out of more than 58,000 votes from around the world, the New Zealand Long-tailed Bat 

received over 7000 votes – and the title – much to the chagrin of some birdwatchers!  However the 
organisers felt that raising awareness about this tiny bat would benefit all wildlife threatened by 

habitat loss, predation, and climate change … at the risk of putting a few beaks out of joint!                  

           … the New Zealand Long-tailed Bat !! 

       Meet New Zealand’s Bird of the Year 2021 ... 

Dick Dent on your right. At the Da Gama Street traffic lights, turn right and then right again into 
Jennings Street. Continue to the T-junction at the end of Jennings Street. Turn right and park. This is 

where we will meet. 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Friday 29 July – Symphony Way Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074 320 0813     Meet at:  08h30 at Edith Stephens NR 

———————————–—————————————————————————- 

Saturday 30 July  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary CWAC Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

For the all-day CAR Count on Saturday 30 July, please liaise with members of your usual team. 

A CWAC Count will also take place at Radyn Dam (Malmesbury) on a weekday in July.  Additional 
helpers will be most welcome and can contact Otto Schmidt at 021 674 2381 for details. 

 

http://www.tierfonteinrondawel.com
mailto:randestates@yebo.co.za
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