
 

Conservation Report Feb 2022 

Committee: Membership has remained unchanged, meeting take place every 6 

weeks. We continue meeting outdoors in the early evening due to the pandemic. 

False Bay Eco Park :This year has again been dominated by attempts to control 

Water hyacinth at Strandfontein. Approximately 30% of the pans have now been 

invaded by the hyacinth. Having accepted that biological control is not effective at 

this site, we‘ve had to examine alternatives including mechanical removal, saline 

infusion to the pans and possibly glycophophates. While extensive research has 

been done on the effect of saline on microorganisms, there is little on how rapidly 

they recover from exposure to high salinity. 

Several pans have been drained to effect manual removal but others are so large 

that mechanical removal would be necessary to clear them. As mentioned last year 

this costs approx. R4million/pan. A meeting will be held with the WWTW staff to 

discuss this and also the possibility of approaching external funding sources  

Typha continues to be a problem especially on Pans 1and 2.  

Although water flow to the pans remains a problem the amount of water to P1/2 has 

been regulated and reasonable number of waders have now been reported on P1. 

Rondevlei : Hyacinth has also proved to be a problem at this site and several canals 

were blocked, The City tackled this with boats and mechanical removal of the 

hyacinth. But the control of the weed is still a major problem 

A meeting called by the deputy mayor, Mr. Edward Andrews suggested that the City 

Council is taking conservation more seriously. Several decisions were made 

including alterations to the EPWP workers contracts and establishing a committee to 

investigate pollution of wetlands. 

Athlone and Mitchell’s Plain .These sites are also experiencing problems with water 

flow. This will also discussed with the WWTW management in an effort to establish 

the source of the problem. 

PAAC membership The CBC has members on PAAC (Protected Areas Advisory 

Committee) of the major reserves in the City, which gives us input to decision 

making at these sites 

Liesbeeck River: Strandfontein is not the only area invaded by hyacinth and we were 

able to persuade the Invasive Aliens Unit to eliminate the plant from the lower 

reaches of the river. We also partnered with the Friends of the Liesbeeck in 

persuading them to control other invasives. 

We have also completed our survey of the birdlife in the Liesbeeck basin and this is 

currently being analysed. Preliminary analysis suggests a predictable spread of 

species. 



Counts:  These are a method to monitor the birdlife at the various sites. While we 

should theoretically continuously analyse them we attempt to respond to dramatic 

reduction in numbers. A recent example is the sudden decline in birds at Athlone 

Sewage Works, We intend approaching the management to determine the reason 

for this. 

Driftsands Reserve: Although this is not a site known for its birdlife, recent decisions 

have potentially serious implications for conservation. The reserve is important as 

the site for a critically endangered Dune Strandveld and a wetland. There has been a 

progressive increase in illegal occupation. It has now reached a stage where Cape 

Nature has decided to de-proclaim the site, which is a cause for concern. 

Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs)  Before any major construction can be 

approved the public is given the opportunity to critically examine the potentially 

negative effects on the environment. In Cape Town the council is determined with 

the Oakland housing development in the Philippi area with significant effects on the 

aquifer. We’ve opposed this development but personally doubt that it can be 

stopped. There have also been 2 windfarms assessed. Both were minor adjustments 

at sites which have already been approved. 
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