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The 2021 Promerops Awards  
We are delighted to announce the recipients of the  

2021 Promerops Awards, which are bestowed on  

club members who have made, and continue to  

make, outstanding contributions to the vision, aims, and 

running of the Cape Bird Club.  This year’s recipients are: 

Felicity Ellmore    Johan Schlebusch    Margaret Maciver 

Congratulations Felicity, Johan, and Margaret … your commitment, 

passion, and hard work are greatly appreciated, and a credit to our club. 

 

The perky little bird on the cover of this issue is, of course, our charismatic Cape 
Rockjumper, BirdLife South Africa’s “Bird of the Year”.  We are indeed lucky to have this 

jaunty avian, with its bright red eyes, rufous chest, and interesting behaviour occurring on 
our doorstep. Sadly, the species is rated Near Threatened in the IUCN’s Red List, due 

largely to climate change and loss of habitat – and its numbers are dwindling.  You may be 
interested to read an article by two researchers at Rhodes University who are studying the 

decline of the Cape Rockjumper in a bid to find possible management strategies that will 
protect and sustain these lovely birds.  To read the article go to https://theconversation.com/ 

and search for ‘Cape Rockjumper’. 

In this issue we have two good-news stories to brighten your day. Firstly, Dr Katta Ludynia, the 

Research Manager at SANCCOB, describes the amazing rescue of almost 2000 abandoned Cape 
Cormorant chicks from Robben and Jutten Islands in January.  The rescue operation was a joint effort 

by a number of organisations, and was followed by a colossal rehabilitation undertaking involving 
SANCCOB staff and many volunteers who hand-raised the chicks and cared for them until they were 
strong enough to be returned to the wild.  See page 8.  And please look out for metal- and colour-

ringed cormorants and report your findings to SAFRING (www.safring.birdmap.africa) or SANCCOB 
(katta@sanccob.co.za) to help monitor the success of this operation. 

The other good-news story, by Danielle du Toit of the Endangered Wildlife Trust, is the establishment 

of a Vulture Safe Zone (VSZ) in the Great Karoo – a wonderful initiative involving several conservation 
bodies and the landowners and farmers in an area covering 23,000 square kilometres of Karoo 

landscape.  As with other VSZs, the aim of this project is to provide a safe area where some of the 
many threats to our vultures are mitigated by vulture-friendly farming, and in this case, to bring back 
our magnificent Cape Vultures to the Great Karoo and enable them to roost and breed there in safety 

once more. See page 11. 

Also in this issue we bring you our Chairman’s annual report for 2020/2021 (page 16) and the 
Conservation Committee’s annual report by Dave Whitelaw (page 22).  We also feature an account by 

Margaret Maciver on the Cape ‘Mystery’ Buzzards that occur and breed in parts of the Western Cape  
(page 13), and Otto Schmidt recounts his determined efforts to add the celebrated Crested Honey 

Buzzard to his Life List (page 26).   Enjoy! 

EDITORIAL 

Fiona Jones 

http://www.safring.birdmap.africa
mailto:katta@sanccob.co.za
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Welcome to our new members! 

We are delighted to welcome these new 

members to the Cape Bird Club … 

Shannon Watt, Noordhoek 

Christina Hagen, Bergvliet 

Christopher du Preez, Claremont 

Harold Wesso, Durbanville 

Stephan Kirsten, Muizenberg 

Warren Lewis, De Waterkant 

Anton-Louis and Suzanne Olivier  

  and children, Maike and Tomas, Hout Bay 

Wendy Kroger, Newlands 

Tanya Nel, Bloubergrant 

Claire and Charles Shields, Constantia 

Pam Crowsley, Kalk Bay 

Tess Dingley, Silverhurst 

Marinda and Hennie Nel, Tokai 

Christine Armstrong, Steenberg Estate 

Jenny Murphy, Rondebosch 

Rob and Maria Kiley, Tokai 

Lynn McMaster, Claremont 

Aadam Abdullah, Rondebosch East 

Fraser Crighton, Bredasdorp 

And a warm welcome back to ... 

Mark Jackson, Edgemead      

Cecile Watt, Noordhoek         

Wendy Priilaid, Century City  

We look forward to meeting you at our monthly 
evening meetings when the threat of Covid-19 

subsides.  For the moment we feel that it is too 
risky to hold these popular gatherings, so 

instead we are offering virtual events.  Please 
join our Zoom meetings which offer illustrated 
talks by ornithologists, birding experts, and 

other professionals on interesting birding and 
related topics.  Since hard lockdown ended we 

are delighted to have been able to resume our  
regular field outings. These take place usually on 

the first Saturday, third Sunday, and one 
weekday each month at a variety of excellent 

birding venues where you can enjoy being out in 
nature, seeing new birds, and making new 

friends.  
Please see the CBC Programme on page 31 and 
our e-Newsletters for more details.  

Thank you for your donations ... 

Our grateful thanks go to the following 
members for their generous donations: 

Mrs Alison Gilbert, Dr RD Barnes, the 
Mazomba Household, Cheryl Leslie, Mel van 
der Spuy, Johan Schlebusch, Derek & Berry 

Mandy. 

 Your donations are very much appreciated 
and will be put to good use!  

Looking for a gift for 
someone special? 

Give them a gift subscription 
to the Cape Bird Club ...  

and give delight for the whole year! 

Visit the Cape Bird Club website for 

more details: www.capebirdclub.org.za 

Why not give fun, friendship, 

excitement, new knowledge, 

and outdoor enjoyment? 

Photo of Cape Rockjumper by Mike Buckham 
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We would like to introduce two people who 
have taken on important responsibilities in the 

Cape Bird Club.  (See their photos on page 31.) 

Penny Dichmont, an active member, was 
elected to the committee at March’s AGM and 

has taken on the Youth portfolio. She joined the 
CBC nearly 20 years ago, when teaching in 

Giyani (Limpopo) kindled her interest in birds. 
She taught in other parts of southern Africa as 
well, including Sekhukhuneland and Eswatini. 

Since retiring she has become more active in the 
club and attends outings regularly.  

Penny has enjoyed encouraging pupils – first at 
LEAP Schools, and then Claremont High – to 

become involved in birding. She went on the 
successful CHS Eastern Cape bird tour in 2018 

and was amazed at the positive response from 
the teenagers. We are thrilled to have her join us 

on the committee, where she has already proved 
invaluable on several projects. 

Monique de Villiers is the new coordinator of 

the CBC’s successful education programme, 
taking over the position that was so ably filled 
by Sanjo Rose for several years.  2020 saw all our 

education activities suspended, which gave us 
time to search for a suitable replacement and we 

were absolutely delighted when Monique put in 
an application. She writes of herself:  

“At a young age I had already decided that I 

wanted to become a custodian of nature. This 
led to an undergraduate degree in Conservation 
Ecology and Entomology at Stellenbosch 

University, followed by a postgraduate degree in 
Conservation Biology at UCT’s FitzPatrick 

Institute.  During my studies I became ever more 
passionate about environmental education and 

intend using my knowledge to promote positive 
attitudes and behaviour towards the 

environment. I am extremely excited to have 
been appointed the Cape Bird Club’s youth 

programme coordinator and look forward to 
encouraging young learners to become budding 
conservationists and birding champions.” 

Welcome on board, Monique. 
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Seabirds: The New 
Identification Guide 

by Peter Harrison, Martin 

Perrow, & Hans Larsson  

Seabird enthusiasts, and 
especially those fortunate 

enough to have been on a  
Flock at Sea, will be very 

familiar with the legendary 
Peter Harrison and his 1983 

publication, Seabirds: An Identification Guide.  

Now, in 2021, Peter, in collaboration with Martin 

Perrow and Hans Larsson, has revised and 
updated this work to bring you the essential 
field guide to seabirds of the world: Seabirds: 

The New Identification Guide.  

This is the definitive book on seabirds – a 

comprehensive, lavishly illustrated, 600 page 
guide to the world’s 437 species of seabirds, 

from seaducks to albatrosses.  The detailed 
treatment of all known seabird species has been 

updated to incorporate recent research, and 
includes rediscovered and rarely seen species.  In 

addition to identification features, the text 
covers each species in depth, giving 
conservation status, geographic range, 

movements and migration, flight, behaviour, 
breeding biology, feeding habits, and the latest 

taxonomic usage.  It also stresses the various 
distinct colour forms within species, discusses 

similar species, and closely examines sub-
species.  The guide is illustrated with 239 superb 

plates carrying 3,800 full-colour paintings, and 
usually showing several views of a species to 

distinguish distinct subspecies, sexes, ages and 
morphs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exceptional book – a must-have for all 

seabird lovers and all those lucky birders who 
will be embarking on Flock to Marion! 

Bird’s  eye View 
News & views from your Committee 

          Gillian Barnes 
Secretary, Cape Bird Club 
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The article by Jessie Walton, regarding the very 
aggressive behaviour of Jackal Buzzards towards 

Black-headed Herons, particularly when they are 
breeding, (Walton 2020, Promerops 318:26), 

prompted this response.   

During occasional trips last year up to a dam at 
the top of the Highlands route in the Elgin Valley 

near where Jessie lives, we also saw the present 
Jackal Buzzard pair chasing all manner of raptors 
as she noted, especially the African Fish Eagle. 

The dam is edged with lush long grass, and the 
many overgrown ditches along the roadside 

between the vineyards must harbour not only 
frogs, but also rodents.  

Back in the KZN midlands on our home turf we 
have healthy numbers of Jackal Buzzards, and  

Black-headed Herons are prolific. Both species 
can be seen together on the blackened veld 

during the spring burns, and both species hunt 
in the moister grasslands. In my area there is a 

clear overlap of hunting territories, and therefore 
food species. The Black-headed Heron is well 

known as a voracious predator with a huge 
gape, able to consume not only birds, snakes, 

and frogs, but also rodents up to small dassie 
size.  

 

There must be terrific competition between 
breeding Jackal Buzzards and this heron – in fact 

the heron appears to be a more successful 
hunter, as it stands motionless in the grass and 

then lunges and stabs, whereas the buzzard  has 
to hunt from above and stoop, giving prey a 

better chance of escaping. The photos here 
show prey items in my home area.  The heron is 

consuming a huge African marsh rat (Dasymys 

Ingrid Weiersbye 

Jackal Buzzard vs Black-headed Heron 

A Jackal Buzzard with its vlei rat prey 
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Flock to Marion – BLSA’s expedition to our 
Southern Ocean islands, will depart from Cape 

Town on 24 January 2022 on the MSC Musica, 
and return to Durban on 31 January 2022.   

The ship will sail to the Southern Ocean where 
passengers will have the opportunity to see 

two remote sub-Antarctic islands and have 
sightings of a wonderful diversity of 

magnificent seabirds and marine mammals. 
There will be more than 40 bird and marine 

mammal guides on board, including Peter 
Harrison.  Very few cabins are still available, so 
book at once at https://www.msccruises.co.za/

cruise-deals/theme-cruises/birdlife-sa. 
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 A Black-headed Heron about to swallow a marsh rat  

Both these rodents occur in the moister long 
grass and I would imagine the marsh rat could 

be present around the dam on the Highlands 
route, pitting the Black-headed Heron right up 

against the breeding Jackal Buzzards. 

 

to Marion 2022 

https://www.msccruises.co.za/cruise-deals/theme-cruises/birdlife-sa
https://www.msccruises.co.za/cruise-deals/theme-cruises/birdlife-sa
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On 12 January 2021, Andile Mdluli, SANCCOB’s 
Penguin and Seabird Ranger on Robben Island, 

was conducting his routine island patrol when 
he witnessed Kelp Gulls feeding on small Cape 

Cormorant (Phalacrocorax capensis) chicks close 
to the Blue Stone Quarry. He noticed that many 

chicks had been left unattended by their parents, 
despite still being very young and not of an age 

to be left alone. Besides being predated on by 
Kelp Gulls (and later also by Sacred Ibis), the 

chicks were exposed to extreme heat as the 
temperature exceeded 30° Celsius on that day. 
SANCCOB and Robben Island Museum’s 

Environmental Unit were alerted, and in 
consultation with the seabird scientists at the 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the 
Environment, it was decided to wait until the 

evening to see if parents returned to their nest 
sites once it had cooled down.  Andile rescued a 

few chicks that had wandered off but remained 
on the lookout for parents to return. 

Unfortunately, this never happened.  

 

The following day, even more chicks were 
abandoned and a decision was made to 

intervene and start rescuing the remaining 
chicks to rear them at SANCCOB. With the help 

of Robben Island Museum, Two Oceans 
Aquarium, and the NSRI, over 1800 live Cape 

Cormorant chicks were rescued from Robben 
Island over three days. Hundreds of others were 
lost to predation, heat stress, dehydration, 

starvation, and hypothermia during the night. A 
week later, a similar situation transpired on 

Jutten Island, located off Saldanha Bay on the 
West Coast, and another 173 cormorant chicks 

were rescued with the help of SANParks and the 
Pelican Watch Volunteers. 

With 2030 Cape Cormorants admitted to 

SANCCOB, this rescue was the second largest 
seabird rescue in the Western Cape since the MV 

Treasure oil spill in 2000.  SANCCOB staff and 
volunteers worked tirelessly to hydrate, feed, 
and care for the chicks. This is not an easy task 

at the best of times but carrying out such a 
rescue operation during a global pandemic 

increased the logistical challenge even further. 
SANCCOB needed to make sure that all staff and 

volunteers were safe and stayed healthy, 
complying with COVID-19 rules and regulations, 

while providing the best care to their seabird 
patients.  

 

SANCCOB is often supported by international 

volunteers and partners, especially in times of 
crisis, when many zoos and aquaria send their 

           July 2021 

The Great Cape Cormorant Rescue 

Abandoned chicks – dehydrated and heat stressed 
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The NSRI transports boxes containing abandoned 

cormorant chicks to the safety of SANCCOB 
N
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I 

Traumatized and bewildered, the chicks  

emerge from their boxes at SANCCOB 
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staff to assist.  But in this case such support was 
not possible owing to international travel 

restrictions. However, Capetonians (and even 
people from further afield, including some 

“stranded” foreigners), once again came to the 
rescue and supported the rehabilitation process 

in any imaginable way, from preparing food for 
hundreds of hungry beaks, washing load after 

load of dirty laundry, cleaning pools and pens at 
SANCCOB to donating items needed, and giving 

financial support. It has been heart-warming to 
see how people come together, even during 
difficult times. 

Cormorants are well known to be a challenging 

species to care for and rehabilitate. Many chicks 
were in extremely poor condition when they 

were rescued and sadly many of the severely 
compromised chicks did not survive the first 
week. However, about 1200 rescued birds were 

successfully hand-reared at SANCCOB and 
prepared for release back into the wild.  

As cormorants are known to easily imprint on 
humans, special care was taken to reduce human 

interactions with the birds and not let the birds 
associate humans with food. This included full-

body black garments worn as disguises when 
feeding. 

Prior to release, all the birds were given an 
extensive health check, their waterproofing was 

graded, and they needed to reach a sufficient 
fledging weight. The chicks were ringed with 

metal bands, and the majority also had alpha-
numeric labelled colour rings fitted for easier 
resighting in the wild.  

As Cape Cormorants provide post-fledging care 

for their young, SANCCOB decided to trial a soft 
release method rather than the commonly used 
hard release carried out successfully in African 

Penguins. This soft release included the 
construction of a temporary enclosure on 

Robben Island where the birds were held for up 
to 48 hours prior to release into the wild. The 

birds were still fed during that time, and even 
after the enclosure doors were opened and they 

were free to leave, supplementary feeding was 
provided daily.  

While some birds seem to have flown off and 
joined the wild birds, of which many are roosting 

on the harbour walls of Robben Island, others 
have been staying around the enclosure, making 

use of the additional food provided. The first few 
weeks and months after leaving the nest (or the 

rehabilitation centre in the case of the hand-
reared birds) are often the most difficult in the 

An ailing chick receives medical attention 
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Each chick received an extensive health check  

before being released 
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Chicks looking well fed and growing fast 
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lives of many seabird species. They must learn to 
forage for themselves and juvenile survival rates 

are often lower than those of older and more 
experienced birds.  

Thanks to the individual marking of the rescued 
and hand-reared cormorants and the generous 

donations of binoculars and spotting scopes 
from a number of bird clubs and individuals 
around the country, post-release monitoring is 

currently underway. Birds have been resighted as 
far as Elands Bay along the West Coast and 

Struisbaai east of Cape Agulhas, indicating that 
the young birds have joined wild groups of Cape 

Cormorants following available fish along our 
coastline. SANCCOB hopes to see many of the 

rescued Cape cormorants resighted in the wild 
in coming years as these interventions can only 

be considered effective if the birds successfully 
recruit into the breeding population.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are thus encouraging all birders and 
members of the public to report any ring 

resighting to SAFRING. 

We have to acknowledge that even if the chicks 
were successfully rescued, rehabilitated, and 

released and are now integrating into the wild 
population, there are many threats that these 

birds face. The suspected reasons for the mass 
abandonment are a lack of food due to low 
levels of small pelagic fish stocks, primarily 

anchovy and sardine; a mismatch in timing of 
breeding and food availability; and the hot 

weather conditions. With the predicted increases 
in heat events due to climate change, which may 

also further negatively affect fish availability, 
these mass abandonments may become more 

frequent. Cape Cormorants are listed as 
Endangered by the IUCN and further reductions 

of their main prey, extreme weather events, and 
other threats might take this previously 
abundant species to the brink of extinction.  

SANCCOB is committed to improving its rescue, 

rehabilitation, and release efforts to prevent a 
further decline in this species and other 

threatened species. Through its Penguin and 
Seabird Ranger programme, SANCCOB keeps a 
watchful eye on seabirds to identify when 

intervention is necessary at some of the most 
important seabird colonies, and in doing so, we  

work together with many partners: government, 
NGOs, conservation authorities, and the public, 

to improve the protection and status of southern 
African seabirds. Go to www.sanccob.co.za to 

find out more about SANCCOB. 
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Young cormorants acclimatizing in front of  

their temporary shelter on Robben Island 
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Dr Katta Ludynia 
Research Manager,  SANCCOB  

A rescued chick, showing its metal and  

colour rings, resighted at Sunset Beach 
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Note: An edited version of this article appeared in African Birdlife 9(4):12, May/June 2021.  (Ed.) 

http://www.sanccob.co.za
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As with many other species, vultures are affected 
by a variety of anthropogenic threats. These 

include collisions or electrocutions on energy 
infrastructure, drowning in farm reservoirs, lead 

poisoning and, their most prominent threat in 
Africa, poisoning by agrochemicals. Poisoning 

can be either intentional or unintentional, but 
both have the potential to kill dozens, if not 

hundreds of vultures in a single event. 

Intentional poisoning is driven by poaching, and 

is closely associated with traditional medicine, 
where vultures are the intended victims. Sentinel 

poisoning is the name given to the action of 
poisoning vultures to prevent them from alerting 

anti-poaching patrols and rangers to the 
presence of a carcass. The poisoning of vultures 

and harvesting of their body parts for traditional 
medicine is associated with the belief that by 

eating vulture brains and other body parts, one 
will receive clairvoyant talents or traits, such as  
being able to predict the Lotto numbers. 

Unintentional poisoning is the broad term used 

to describe incidents when vultures become the 
unintended victims of poisons that are usually 

used to target other ‘problem animals’ such as 
predators that kill livestock or herbivores that 
damage crops. Vultures can either feed on the 

poisoned carcass, intended for the predator, and 
become the primary victim, or feed on the 

animal that has eaten the poisoned bait first and 
then become the secondary victim. Regardless 

of its form or targets, poisoning has driven rapid 
vulture population declines across southern 

Africa over the last 20 years alone, with some 
populations being reduced by up to 90%. 

Understanding these threats is the first step to 
removing them from our landscape and to 

helping steady the rapid rate at which our 
vulture populations are falling.  

The past decade has seen landowners 
throughout the Great Karoo realizing the 

importance of vultures in the ecosystem and 
finding ways in which they could contribute to 

the recovery of the Karoo’s lost Cape Vulture 
populations. After years of many conversations 

and alignment with scientific support, the Karoo 
Vulture Safe Zone project was born. 

The establishment of Vulture Safe Zones is a 
conservation action under the Multi-Species 

Action Plan to conserve African and Eurasian 
Vultures. These zones are specified geographic 

areas in which partners use targeted 
conservation methods to address key threats to 
relevant vulture species, and to complement 

existing conservation efforts (such as monitoring 
and rehabilitation) to promote population 

recovery and stabilization. 

A Vulture Safe Zone in the Karoo 

Our magnificent Cape Vultures – facing so many threats.   
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The Karoo Vulture Safe Zone (KVSZ) is a project 
in which farmers and other landowners in the 

Great Karoo have partnered with the 
Endangered Wildlife Trust, the Rupert Nature 

Foundation, South African National Parks 
(SANParks), the Mountain Zebra Camdeboo 

Protected Environment, and the SANParks 
Honorary Rangers. The project’s aim is to work 

with partners to create a safe area across 23,000 
square kilometres from Cradock to Beaufort 

West, incorporating protected areas such as the 
Mountain Zebra National Park, the Camdeboo 
National Park, the Karoo National Park, and the 

Mountain Zebra Camdeboo Protected Environ-
ment. The long-term goal is to encourage Cape 

Vultures back to their historical roosting and 
breeding sites in the Great Karoo and ultimately 

to recover this population through the 
establishment of a Vulture Safe Zone (VSZ) that 

links these key protected areas. 

The project has two phases. Phase 1 is the active 

assessment of individual properties by engaging 
with the landowners to identify the threats to 

Cape Vultures on each property. Phase 2 is the 
mitigation of these threats by working with 

landowners to make their property ‘vulture safe’ 
or threat free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first assessment survey was completed in 
August of 2020, delayed by the COVID-19 

pandemic and the subsequent lockdown. As of 
March 2021, over 500 000 hectares of land have 

been committed to becoming vulture safe and 

more than 70 landowners have signed up to 
manage their property in a vulture-friendly 

manner. The momentum is palpable. This is a 
very long-term initiative by the landowners of 

the Great Karoo, with many years of the journey 
still ahead. While the vultures have already 

started to return, the partners of the project are 
continuing to work full-time and tirelessly with 

landowners to create awareness and mitigate 
threats.  

During these times, conservation requires a 
multi-pronged approach and we must all work 

together to ensure a sustained natural 
biodiversity. In the spirit of conservation, the 

Rupert Nature Foundation has not only supplied 
important seed funding for the operations, but is 

also in the process of building a raptor 
rehabilitation centre, where injured or sick birds 

of prey, including vultures, can be rehabilitated 
with the goal of releasing them back into their 
home ranges – thus supporting the creation of a 

Vulture Safe Zone in the Karoo. So, with such 
commitment of landowners and the work done 

by all partners, the Cape Vulture will once again 
be able to soar over and live safely in the Karoo.   
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Here Danielle du 

Toit celebrates with 
Willem Wagener – 

the first farmer to 

have completed the 

initial assessment 

and signed up his 

property to become 
part of the Karoo 

Vulture Safe Zone. 
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Karoo Vulture Safe Zone Project 

Endangered Wildlife Trust 
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For more information on the Karoo Vulture Safe 
Zone Project, please contact Danielle du Toit  at 

danielled@ewt.org.za 



Promerops 320 

13            July 2021 

If you are a new birder you will not have heard 
of Cape (or Mystery or Red) Buzzards and they 

won’t be in your field guide.  If you are an 
experienced birder you may also not have heard 

of them, or if you have, you may feel you don’t 
believe such birds exist. 

But if you live in Constantia and surrounding 

areas, or Elgin, or Grabouw, you will have seen 
many Cape Buzzards – perhaps unknowingly. 

I have been observing the behaviour of these 
birds since I was first told about them – and they 

are a mystery!  No-one has a definite answer as 
to why we have these large brown buzzards, 

with various plumages, living and breeding here. 

When I started assisting Ann Koeslag with Black 

Sparrowhawk chick ringing, she told me about 
the Cape Buzzards, and pointed them out when 

we saw them.  Years ago they were referred to as 
‘Mystery Buzzards’ but no real research was 

done owing to financial constraints. Conjecture 
has it that way back, some Steppe (now 

Common) Buzzards stopped migrating back to 
Europe at the end of our summer to breed, but 
stayed in certain areas of the Cape and interbred 

with Forest Buzzards.  As to why they chose 
Constantia and Elgin, we just don’t know. 

This situation begs for some research, which 

would involve trapping birds and taking blood 
samples for DNA testing – but then it was found 

that these buzzards do not come down to traps. 
In fact they are almost impossible to catch as  
they are paranoid about hiding their nests and 

won’t go near a nest if a human is looking up at 
it.  So finding nests was my first priority and this 

needed hours, days, and even weeks of patience.  
When the adults saw me coming they would 

land on nearby branches and call very loudly.  I 
have dozens of photos of various adults with 

bills wide open as they try to chase me away or 
warn their chicks – but at least this is proof that 

there were nests nearby.  It took two months for 
me to find my first nest and I only saw it when a 
large chick was sitting upright in it!  At no time 

did I see an adult in that particular tree, but once 
the chick had given the game away, the adults 

intensified their calling! 

This article is not intended to provide scientific 
details, but rather to document my nests.  I have 

found five nests over a period of about five years 
which shows how well hidden they are. Cape 

Buzzards tend to use the same nest year after 
year, so the nest keeps getting bigger and 

bigger over the years.   And they do not like to 
be disturbed!  I have yet to see an adult feeding 

a chick, but I have twice managed to see adults 
on their nests.  When they realised a human was 

watching them however, on both occasions they 
froze until I left.  

The Soetvlei Nest 

One nest, near Soetvlei Avenue in Constantia,  

took me months to find after I had seen an adult 
breaking off sticks in the area.  The nest was in 

such a secretive place, it was practically 
impossible to find – I did so by sheer chance! 

Thereafter, the two adults accompanied my visits 
with such loud calling that I decided to stop 
stressing them and cut back my visits to just 

once a month. At these times I had to leopard 
crawl through long grass to where I could 

glimpse the nest!  One day I finally saw an adult 
head with two beady eyes watching me through 

the sticks and when she didn’t leave I realised 
she must have a hatched chick and was now 

invested in the nest.  I watched the youngster 
grow up from a fluffy white bundle, and all the 

time one of the adults would be loudly warning 
me to keep my distance. I watched the juvenile’s 
first  flight – and waited for the following season 

to see the whole process again.   

The next year they were gathering sticks again in 

the nest tree – but then they vanished.  The nest 

Cape ‘Mystery’ Buzzards  

and their nests 

Keep your distance – this is MY territory! 
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was then discovered by Egyptian Geese, but 
even after they left the buzzards didn’t return. 

Later they arrived in the area with a new looking 
fledgling so I realised they were nesting nearby.  

Going back to the old nest to try and find out 
why they had abandoned it, I discovered a newly 

laid BMX track very close by.  By examining 
every tree in the area I found another nest a few 

trees away but it was not during breeding 
season so I look forward to going back early  

next summer to see if I’m right in thinking that is 
their new nest. 

The Bel Ombre Nest 

Another pair of Cape Buzzards I watched had 
been using a nest in the Bel Ombre Meadow for 

some years.  They had become fairly used to 
people so didn’t really mind my watching them 

and the two chicks they raised. This is the only 
pair I’ve seen that became ‘domesticated’.  Sadly 

in August two years ago, as they were starting to 
fix up the nest, Council workers arrived with 

chainsaws and proceeded to just chop down 
some pine trees very close by.  As if that wasn’t 

enough noise, they then brought in the wood 
chipper, but by that time, all the birds that had 
started building – from thrushes to the Cape 

Buzzards – had abandoned their nest sites.  The 
buzzards never returned to that nest, but they 

appeared in the area last season with two 
youngsters – so it seemed that this pair had also 

just moved and built a new nest. I finally found 
the nest on Christmas Day 2020.  I know these 

birds well as one of them stays in the area all 
year and I see it often – it has plenty of Common 

Buzzard genes!  I don’t know if it is the male or 
the female as there doesn’t seem to be any size 

difference in Cape Buzzards, and they share the 
duties of nest building, incubation, and bringing 

food to the nest. 

The Tokai Nest 

This past summer, while looking for nests in the 

Tokai plantation, I noticed some large egg shells 
under a pine tree.  They were very similar to 

Forest Buzzard egg shells – mostly white but 
mottled at each  end.  Somewhere way up at the 

top of that pine tree I knew there would be a 
nest but nothing was visible at first.  The day 

came when I heard the sound of tiny chicks 
calling and finally I was able to see a small part 
of the nest with an adult head and two eyes 

watching me! 

As these chicks grew (there were two) I noticed 
that the call of one was about four times the 
volume of the second chick.  The parents 

seemed very stressed, and when the chicks 
called (most of the day it seemed) they would 

arrive promptly with food but would not go near 
the nest if any human or dog was nearby. The 

birds had made the mistake of building a nest in 
an area used by dog walkers, cyclists, horse 

riders, and walkers.  Every time I went down that 
way, the adults would circle above the trees 

screeching while their chicks would screech 
back.  One day to my total surprise there was an 
adult sitting out in the open just inviting me to 

take photos and when I looked past it at the 
nest I saw three birds!  One eventually slowly 

slipped off the back of the nest and I realised 
that it had been the other adult and the chicks 

were now quiet and busy eating something.   

As is usually the case with these buzzards, both 
adults were very different in appearance, and 
that was the case with the chicks too.  The 

biggest loudest chick was a beautiful rich dark 
rufous from neck to underbelly, while the  

second chick had white blotches all the way 
down.  They have moved into an area of gum 

trees and whinge all day for more food despite 
their already enlarged crops. 

Each time I went to this nest there were dozens 
of pellets on the ground directly under the nest.  

I hadn’t even considered that buzzards cast 
pellets. Curious about what they eat I took home 
a large packet of pellets which looked similar to 
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 A Cape Buzzard chick on its nest 
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owl pellets.  They were very hard and I couldn’t 
pull them apart, and had to cut into them. I 

found rows of tiny bones inside, just like owl 
pellets.  I also found a regurgitated rear half of a 

mouse and half a bird about the size of a 
sparrow lying underneath the nest.  These 

buzzards don’t have powerful looking talons, so 
it was interesting to see that they can catch birds 

as well as mice. 

So what more have I learnt about these birds?  

They are paranoid, they are very vocal when they 
have chicks, they detest humans coming 

anywhere near their nests, they hide the nests 
very cleverly but abandon them for even just a 
slight disturbance. 

My main finding was how much the plumage of 
these birds can differ.  Each year when I see  

adults with differing colouration, I’m fascinated 
by the differences, and also those of the (usually 

two) juveniles they raise.  I’ve stood and watched 
four birds – two adults and two juveniles – and 

each one of them had a different plumage which 
appeared to be a hybrid mix of Common and 

Forest Buzzard.  Lately I’ve noticed that the dark 
rufous form (Red Buzzard) is becoming more 
prevalent and there is one nest that produces 

the one beautiful chick with broad dark brown 
stripes right down its front.  Each year this one 

chick looks very like the previous year’s chick.   
So the same parents can produce a juvenile that 

looks nothing like them but exactly like their 
previous offspring.  I try to keep my photos of 

the various families separate so I can follow any 
changes in plumage.  It also seems that Cape 

Buzzards don’t chase their young away as Black 
Sparrowhawks do. 

As I write this, the 2019/2020 breeding season is 

almost over and juveniles are calling and 
whingeing across the suburbs in the south.  I 

have seen six juveniles from four nests but there 
are probably many nests I don’t know about.  

Each year I am seeing approximately six 
youngsters being added to the total, so taking 
into account the nests I don’t find, one can see 

why Cape Buzzards are becoming almost 
common in the suburbs of Constantia, Tokai, 

Rondebosch and further down the peninsula. 
When you see a buzzard in Constantia, Tokai, 

and all along the Greenbelt trails, it will probably 
be a Cape Buzzard – very rarely will it be a pure 

Forest Buzzard.  If you see a buzzard in summer, 
flying away from a forest and calling, it is most 

likely a Cape Buzzard.  Common Buzzards don’t 
breed or vocalize here, while Forest Buzzards are 
relatively rare on the peninsula and are also very 

secretive, preferring the depths of a forest even 
when breeding.  

Let’s hope that research in the future can 

provide some conclusive evidence about these 
intriguing ‘Mystery Buzzards’. 

 

A juvenile Cape Buzzard at Bel Ombre 
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A juvenile Cape Buzzard on the nest 
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Margaret Maciver 

Biodiversity Observations 

The free online open-source journal, 

Biodiversity Observations is now hosted by UCT 
Libraries, and can be accessed at: 

https://journals.uct.ac.za/index.php/BO 
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This year, the year of Covid-19, has pretty much 
stopped many of our activities, so this report will 

be shorter than usual. 

Zoom meetings 

With restrictions already beginning in early 

March and then the announcement of the strict 
lockdown on 27 March, our outings, courses, 

and bird counts were brought to a grinding halt.  
We all hoped the lockdown would end quickly – 
but as soon as we realized this was not to be, we 

had to make alternative arrangements, especially 
for our evening meetings which we believed 

were important to continue.  Many of us were 
thrown into the deep-end, learning the ins and 

outs of Zoom as online evening meetings began 
– including last year’s AGM. We thank our ‘Zoom 

Master’, Mike Buckham, very much for leading 
the way and for so patiently teaching us all what 

to do.  As was done for our online AGM last year 
we are again using e-mail to circulate the 
Chairman’s report and then presenting the 

financials for sharing and approval on Zoom.   

I am indebted to the committee who have 

worked hard to keep the club going and to do 
the right thing for the members.  We have 

continued our monthly committee meetings via 
Zoom, with detailed minutes being kept by our 

diligent and proactive secretary, Gillian Barnes.  

Donations 

Because of the cessation of our projects and the 

hire of the hall for meetings, we have had more 
funds at our disposal. The last year brought 

hardship to many, and we made a number of 
donations aimed at relieving that hardship. We 
supported a number of very worthwhile projects 

(to date to the value of R67 000) and I thank Joy 
Fish and her assistant, Mary Debrick, very much 

for so efficiently administering those payments. 
They are detailed in Joy’s Treasurer’s Report. We 

also took out corporate membership of 
SANCCOB in June – a long overdue step as we 

acknowledge the lifesaving work they do for our 
seabirds. 

Membership 

On a positive note, a year later, Covid-19 
lockdown is not as strict as it was in those first 

months, and on the whole, although we are all 
pretty fed up with Covid-19 fatigue, we are not 

quite so frightened, as we have come to know 
more about the virus. Despite the loss of 

essential club birding activities many people 
have continued birding on their own and with 

friends in small allowable groups. The committee 
has been pleasantly surprised at how many 

people have started birding, perhaps just 
noticing and hearing birds in their gardens as 

their frenetic lives slowed down and they spent 
more time at home, or perhaps inspired by the 
lockdown garden challenges.  During this last 

year we have had a surprising number of new 
members (surprising in that for a large chunk of 

the year we have had little to offer besides the 
Zoom meetings). Linda Merrett, our membership 

secretary, welcomes all new members. However, 
it also falls to her to follow up those members 

who have fallen behind in their subscriptions 
and this after both an invoice and a reminder e-

mail from BirdLife South Africa’s membership 
division (which administers our membership 
subscriptions) have already been sent. We 

encourage members to look carefully at their e-
mails and pay their memberships timeously so 

that the e-mails do not become lost in the 
plethora of other messages you are receiving.  If 

you suddenly realise you are not receiving your 
Promerops or African Birdlife magazines, that 

should alert you to check that your subscription 
is up to date!  Thank you so much, Linda for all 

you do! 

Online meetings, webinars and podcasts 

Many have enjoyed the learning online: not only 
viewing our own monthly evening meetings but 

also enjoying the excellent weekly webinars 
offered by BirdLife South Africa. Webinar 

courses such as those offered by Mike Buckham 
and Dave Winter in their Better Birding series 

have enthralled many of us. What is good too 
about these is that one can go back to the 

YouTube video of the webinar many times in 
order to refresh one’s learning. Many have also 

enjoyed “The Birding Life” weekly podcasts 
produced by Adam Cruickshank and team. 
During those he has interviewed some of our 

members, including Prof. Peter Ryan and Mike 
Buckham. Joel Radue and Adam Buckham have 

been interviewed for the special Youth podcasts. 
Those interviews can still be accessed as online 
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podcasts, so I urge you to listen to them if you 

haven’t yet done so. The Virtual African Bird Fair 
arranged by BirdLife South Africa on 5 

September 2020 was a great success – both 
interest-wise and also in that so many birders 

around the country got to participate, whereas 
before, in its physical format, only those living 

close to Johannesburg or those who could travel 
to the event were able to attend.  I am sure all 

those who watched Peter Harrison’s keynote 
address were as moved as I was!  The CBC was 
quite well represented by several speakers and 

Mike Buckham, along with Andrew de Blocq, 
hosted a cracking quiz to end a thoroughly 

satisfying day of presentations. There has been 
so much on offer that sometimes one can feel 

“zoomed-out”! 

Our own monthly evening Zoom talks have been 
varied. We visited Easter Island with Peter Hills, 
the Pitcairn Islands with Prof. Peter Ryan, and 

Ethiopia with Nick Fordyce and Garret Skead. 
Mike Buckham shared with us his bird-filled 

anniversary trip with his wife to Uganda.  
Michael Mason celebrated, with his beautiful 

photographs, the joys of the Kruger National 
Park. Tony Williams again enthralled us with a 

presentation on amazing birds around the world.  
Jessleena Suri’s excellent presentation on bird 

communities in our cities was very thought-
provoking.  Trevor Hardaker in his illustrated 
account of his participation in the Cape Town 

150 km Challenge must have encouraged some 
who had not considered this challenge before to 

register for 2021! Our non-birding talk by Dr 
Jeanne Tarrant focussed on the threatened frogs 

of the South Western Cape. Many thanks to 
these speakers! 

All along however, the committee has been 
mindful of those who have been unable to 

access Zoom and Facebook Live; they have had 
little to keep them going.  Sadly, despite the 

requests for evening meetings to resume at the 
lighter lockdown levels, your committee has not 

felt comfortable about this as we greatly feared  
that unbeknown to us (and them) there might 

be Covid carriers in an audience comprised 
largely of older and more-at-risk members.  The 

good news is that a special Cape Bird Club 
channel has been created on YouTube, where  

anyone can watch the recorded meetings, albeit 
after the event. We believe these recordings 
(available from the February meeting onwards) 

will be accessible to many more members. 

Our annual December Quiz – online – was most 
successful. Mike Buckham ensured that there 

were questions to suit all levels of birders. 
Participants were encouraged to form small 

teams either communicating via WhatsApp or 
gathering at one team-member’s home where 
Covid protocols could still be observed.   

Courses 

Courses have naturally not taken place in the last 

year.  We are however working on an online 
Beginners’ Course.  Helen Fenwick has taken on 

a major responsibility for this. Thank you, Helen. 

Youth and Education 

Led by Johan Schlebusch our vice-Chairman,  we 
have continued to debate and plan for the 

resumption of the Education Project at Floreat 
and Steenberg Primary Schools as soon as we 

are able to visit those schools again. We are 
currently advertising for a new Education Project 

Co-ordinator as Sanjo Rose has embarked on 
new studies and is unable to continue co-
ordinating and planning activities for us. Sadly, 

Khanyisane Falake in our youth portfolio on the 
committee is also stepping down, because of 

huge teaching commitments. She has been 
involved in discussions and sharing ideas to find 

a way forward for best supporting high school 
learners, but unfortunately the Covid lockdowns 

have prevented any practical activities at both 
primary and high school levels. Many thanks to 

both Sanjo and Khanyisane for what they have 
respectively done to take our youth projects 
forward. Kristi Rossouw continues to be our 

champion teacher at Floreat Primary and is 
raring to get going again as soon as schools are 

allowed to begin their after-school activities.  

The Better Birding Series – brightening lockdown! 
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Outings 

I would like to thank Daryl and Lynette de Beer 
for faithfully continuing to plan outings, three 

per month, ever hopeful that lockdown levels 
will allow outdoor gatherings.  Outings did begin 

in September and as testament to how members 
had missed these, they were pretty well 

subscribed – up to 45 birders at some outings.  
Outings stopped again for January and February 
when we went back into lockdown level 3. But 

this month, March, they have begun again. We 
must thank all participants for adhering to the 

Covid-19 protocols, always wearing their masks 
and trying to socially distance. We also thank the 

leaders of the walks: Merle Chalton for her 
legendary Rondevlei outings, Mel Tripp, Daryl 

and Lynette de Beer, Graham Pringle, Gillian 
Barnes, Dennis Laidler, Margaret Maciver, and all 

those who have been prepared to lead but 
whose outings were cancelled. I wonder if you all 
know that these leaders take time to do a recce 

before a walk so that they have a good idea of 
the layout of the area and the birds that could 

be found there!  They also ensure that a report 
of the outing is written for posting in the e-

newsletter and/or on the website. A new venue 
this year was the outing to the Cape Flats Nature 

Reserve at University of the Western Cape.  What 
a gem that is! 

Communications 

Our Communications Team deserve a huge 
accolade. 

Fiona Jones has continued as our Promerops 
editor, producing a high-quality magazine every 
four months. The magazine is both informative 

and entertaining – and we applaud her hard 
work and dedication in following up stories and 
articles, and also the hours she spends on her 
computer putting it all together. She has a team 
of people working with her to proofread and 
distribute this praiseworthy mouthpiece of the 
Cape Bird Club. Thank you also to all who have 
taken time and made the effort to submit 
articles and photographs.  

Fiona is amazing! She has, during this year, 
besides producing a fine magazine, set up an 
index to Promerops called PromDex which can 
be accessed on our website. Already all issues of 
Promerops from 2016 to the present are indexed. 
As new issues of the magazine are produced 
they are immediately indexed and retrospective 
indexing continues to grow the list.  This index 
will be a most welcome boon to researchers and 
students. 

Cheryl Leslie, ever helpful and proactive, has 
produced the e-newsletter, not only once per 
month but whenever we have needed to reach 
members with urgent information such as Zoom 
links, programme changes, and communiques 
from BirdLife SA.  I stress again the importance 
of ensuring that you are on the mailing list. It 
does provide good reading and is also an 
effective rapid communications tool. Melodie 
and Colin Attwell are in the background when 
she needs assistance and are assisting Cheryl 
and Cathy Jenkins with the Cape Bird Club 
Facebook page administration. We have seen an 
increase in numbers both joining the Facebook 
page and sharing their birding activities and 
photographs via this medium. It is always 
pleasing and fun to see what others are doing. 
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We thank all involved in running our website 
and keeping it up to date.  There really are some 

wonderful resources to be found there.  For 
example, the albums of bird photographs which, 

as long as the source is acknowledged, can be 
used free for educational purposes.  Most useful, 

especially for new birders or birders visiting 
Cape Town, are the descriptions of where to go 

birding around Cape Town. There is a load of 
information to be found on the website!  

Here I need to thank Sylvia Ledgard. She has 
been our club ‘information person’ for many, 
many years, first telephonically and latterly by e-

mail, answering the many queries sent via the 
website or forwarding them to the appropriate 

person for a response. Sylvia is now 
relinquishing this post as she feels these queries 

should be handled by someone who is better 
placed to deal with current issues. Sylvia, we 

thank you so much for all that you have done for 
the club and for the wider birding community. 

Sylvia was one of our first Promerops Award 
recipients, being honoured for all her years of 
service on the club committee and on the 

Western Cape Birding Forum.  

Priscilla Beeton has produced a newsletter for 

younger birders called “Birding Buzz” – two 
issues so far. It has been e-mailed to families in 

the club that we know have children in the 8 – 
15 year age group and also to our project 

schools and a couple of other schools with 
outdoor clubs. If you know a child who may be 

interested, please let us know and we will add 
the name to the mailing list. 

Conservation (Please also see the report of 

the Conservation Committee) 

The main committee has been working more 

closely with the Conservation Committee 
especially pertaining to issues around the 

Strandfontein Birding Area.  

The Strandfontein Birding Area signage project 

has largely been spear-headed by Joy Fish and 
Dave Whitelaw.  Decisions were made with the 

management of the False Bay Nature Reserve to 
erect new signage including maps demarcating 
the pans of the Strandfontein Birding Area and 

explaining the importance of the area as a 
Ramsar site.  We thank Mel Tripp for all the work 

he has put into designing the boards and being 
so patient with the many revisions as we sought 

to produce signs that both the management of 
False Bay Nature Reserve and the CBC were 

happy with.  We hope the new signage will go 
up shortly. A special thank you to both Joy and 

Dave for the huge amount of time and energy 
they have given and continue to give this 

project. A very generous member has donated 
funding for this project and also for the ongoing 

maintenance of the breeding banks. 

One of the major conservation issues at 

Strandfontein has been the spread of the water 
hyacinth. It was decided that visitors to the area 

can assist in keeping hyacinth-free pans from 
getting infected.  They have been asked to 

report any spread of water hyacinth in the P, 
S2, or any other pans to Joy Fish, Dave Whitelaw, 

or myself. All the relevant contact numbers are 
in Promerops and on the signs. 

Lockdown has negatively affected most of the 
monthly and quarterly bird counts, but as 

lockdown has eased they are starting up again.  
We must thank all the co-ordinators responsible 

for these as well as their teams. We thank Dick 
Barnes, co-ordinator of the Strandfontein counts 

for many years, as he now hands over the reins 
to Graham Pringle. Dick will continue to assist. 
Thank, you, Graham, for being so willing to take 

on this responsibility.  

Citizen science is alive and well with our many 
atlassers going ahead with their atlassing, as 

soon as they were able to go out.  

We thank Dave Whitelaw and his Conservation 
Committee for their work during what has been 
a difficult year.  

Joy and Mel decide where best to place the new signage 
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Sales 

Anne Greig has continued to make the 
bookshop available to members from her home 

in Constantia during the time that we have had 
no evening meetings. She advertises regularly in 

the e-newsletter and a number of people have 
made use of this service – especially when the 

new Sasol guide came out.  Jo Hobbs and 
Priscilla Beeton have managed to sell some 
second-hand books via the e-newsletter, so 

raising funds for the club.  We thank those who 
have donated books and magazines for this 

purpose and for use at our outreach schools.  
Another project taken on by the club was the 

distribution of the fourth edition Sasol guides 
(after the fifth edition came out) donated to us 

by the publishers via BirdLife South Africa – and 
we thank Jo Hobbs and John Fincham and the 

committee members who assisted with this 
distribution to schools and rangers and officials 
in reserves. 

BirdLife Bird of the Year posters 

As you all know the Bird of the Year for 2021 is 
the Cape Rockjumper, a bird endemic to the 

Western Cape and therefore particularly close to 
our hearts.  You will be receiving a poster about 
this charismatic little bird in your next African 

Birdlife magazine. Please do not throw it away.  
Pass it on to your local school or ask someone 

whom you employ to take it to their local 
school!  Give it to a teacher or a child who loves 

birds. Please also share with anyone in the 
teaching profession that there are more Bird of 

the Year resources on the BLSA website that can 
be used successfully in the classroom. 

To end this report, although I have mentioned 
some people by name, I have by no means 
mentioned everyone who has had a part to play 

in keeping the Cape Bird Club alive – members 
who have chatted to others about birds and 

birding, who have shared their birding expertise 
and who have arranged small allowable groups 

to go birding together. Thank you to all of you! 

 

 

Felicity Ellmore 

Felicity deserves a 

Promerops Award in 
recognition of all she 

has done for the 
Cape Bird Club and 

generally for birding.  

Apart from being a 
keen and extremely 

accomplished birder, 
Felicity is the 

Secretary of the CBC Conservation Committee, a 
position she has held in excess of ten years. She 

is an active member of that committee and 
assists whenever she can.  From 2007 to 2018 

she compiled the Sightings Column in 
Promerops, and she also leads CBC outings and 

Kirstenbosch walks. (It was she who recced and 
introduced the club to the much-enjoyed 
Ganzekraal route.)  

Felicity is an active citizen scientist and has been 

fully involved for many years in various counts 
both in Cape Town and further afield such as the 

CWAC counts at Langebaan Lagoon, the Berg 
River, Zandvlei Nature Reserve, and Radyn Dam. 

She is, without doubt, the club’s top atlasser, 
having submitted over 1250 full protocol atlas 
cards – a remarkable achievement. She not only 

atlasses locally, but also travels further afield, to 
cover under-atlassed areas. She also promotes 

atlassing to other birders and it is through her 
that many others have become involved. Bird 

ringing is also one of Felicity’s passions. She 
regularly rings birds at Paarl Bird Sanctuary

(despite the security problems there), Rondevlei 
Nature Reserve and elsewhere when required. At 

these ringing sessions, she is always happy to 
explain what she is doing to anyone, particularly 
interested youngsters.  

Birds, their monitoring and their conservation 

are all important to Felicity. Although recently 
retired, all through her busy full-time teaching 

career she gave every free moment she had to 
her passions, and she continues to do so.  As an 

ardent citizen scientist, she recently attended a 
Bio-Bash with the Biodiversity & Development 

Institute, a non-profit company of which Les 
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Promerops needs your observations! 
Please send your birding observations to 

promerops@capebirdclub.org.za.    

  The 2021 Promerops Awards 
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Underhill is a director, which fosters research 
and community action in the fields of 

biodiversity conservation and social develop-
ment. She assisted in data collection and bird-

mapping and taking photos for the Virtual 
Museums.  

Margaret Maciver 

Probably every Cape 
Bird Club member 

knows of and in some 
way follows Margaret 

Maciver, whether it is 
through the outings 

she has led, her many 
posts on the CBC 

Facebook page or 
through reading the 

articles she has written about her birding 
encounters in both our own Promerops and in 
BirdLife South Africa’s African Birdlife magazine. 

She has also been a presenter at several Cape 
Bird Club photographic evenings at which she 

has held the audiences spell-bound by the 
stories behind the photographs she is showing. 

She regularly leads outings for the club, her 

speciality being walks on the Constantia 
Greenbelts. She also assists with leading the 

Kirstenbosch Gardens walks.  

She arguably knows the position of almost every 

sparrowhawk nest in the Southern suburbs and 
loves to share that information with others. This 

is, in part, because she used to assist Anne 
Koeslag and her team monitoring the Black 
Sparrowhawk nests on the Cape Peninsula as 

part of the raptor research programme at the 
FitzPatrick Institute. She continues, on her own, 

to observe these and new nests regularly and 
shares these observations in her writings.  

For the last 24 years 

Margaret has served 
on the Intaka Island/
Blouvlei committee 

as the avifaunal 
expert, and she 

continues to do so.  

This quiet and un-

assuming lady fully 
deserves to receive 
this award. 

Johan Schlebusch 

Johan Schlebusch has 

served on the CBC 
committee since 2013 

and is an invaluable 
part of it. Since 2015 

he has been the Vice-
Chairman of the club, 
and he brings to the 

committee a great 
deal of management 

expertise and his skills as a strategic thinker.  He 
has enabled the committee to be far more 

businesslike and proactive and has a wonderful 
way of getting things going again when we 

become stuck on a problem. 

For 8 years he led a flagship offering of the Cape 

Bird Club – the international tours. In 2008, as 
part of the CBC’s 70th  birthday celebrations, he 
attended the Madagascar tour led by Ian 

Sinclair. That trip made quite a few people 
enthusiastic to do more, and a sub-committee 

was set up which was chaired by Johan. While 
the committee made the decisions where to go, 

it was Johan who did the lion’s share of the 
organisation that made the tours happen – 

flights, accommodation, hiring of local guides, 
etc. The list of Cape Bird Club international tours 

includes: Ethiopia, Ecuador, Ghana, Sri Lanka,  
Costa Rica, Uganda, and the last tour, Thailand 
which was in 2018. Johan was not only an easy-

going travelling companion but he showed true 
leadership in the way he handled the inevitable 

logistical problems.  

As well as becoming the Vice-Chairman in 2015 
he also became Chairman of the Courses 

Committee, a responsibility he still holds. The 
courses he has arranged have all been huge 
successes, and have covered a wide variety of 

topics catering to many different interests. His 
committee decides on a topic, but it is Johan 

who engages the speaker and ensures that the 
logistics for the day are all catered for.  

Many of you may not know that Johan is very 

involved in the leadership of an organization 
called Cool Play, a very successful NPO that, 

through sports training sessions, aims to achieve 
the transformation of young individuals, so that 
they learn to love sport and gain the life-skills 

that equip them to lead successful and 
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meaningful lives. His belief in the importance of 
reaching disadvantaged youngsters through 

meaningful activities has spread over to the club. 
It is Johan who is the driving force behind the  

CBC’s Education Programme which started three 
years ago in two schools. Until Covid-19 reared 

its head, this programme was on the up and up 
with expansion plans, and there is no doubt that 

as soon as we are able to resume our youth 
activities, Johan will be there! He has, through 

his Cool Play links, managed to put birding 
guides in some of the libraries at Cool Play 
schools, so spreading the message of birding to 

places we might not otherwise have reached. 

In addition to all the above Johan has, for a 

number of years, played an important role at our 
annual Quiz Evenings as the champion scorer, 

which has enabled those events to run smoothly 
and contributed to the competitive fun. 

Johan, the rest of the committee want you to 
know how much we value you and all you do for 

us. You fully deserve this award which we felt 
should be presented before the wonderful 
memories of those international tours faded 

away!  

The CBC Conservation Committee’s activities 
have been disrupted by the pandemic this last 

year and as a result little has been achieved. This 
report reflects some of our (limited) activities. 

The Cape Bird Club is represented on a number 

of PAAC boards (Protected Areas Advisory 
Councils) and the WCBF (Western Cape Birding 

Forum). No meetings of these committees have 
been held since the first lockdown. 

Strandfontein: This has been our major focus. 
The lockdown prevented staff and visitors from 

visiting the site for prolonged periods. During 
that time several problems arose – water levels 

in the pans P1 and P2 were neglected and rose 
to a level that was unsuitable as wader habitat, 
while flooding of the sandbanks prevented gull 

and tern roosting.  I am pleased to report that 
this has been corrected and the situation is 

returning to normal. 

The biggest problem however was the spread of 
the water hyacinth. Several more pans have 

been invaded, however the P pans seem to be 
unaffected. 

As lockdown eased we held a meeting with 

Strandfontein management and it was decided 
to erect a notice board that would contain a 
number of items including a short description of 

the hyacinth problem and a request for visitors 
to inform either Joy or myself if this weed was 

detected in any new sites. We also consulted 
management regarding the clearing of infected 

pans, however funding is a major problem as the 
estimated cost of clearing a single pan amounts 

to approximately R4 million.  We will meet again 
with management to discuss possible 

approaches to this financial hurdle. 

Other sewage works: These have received 

little attention primarily due to the fact that staff 
are reluctant to meet us or allow us access. 

The River Club: This mega development, 

which would have major implications for the 
Raapenberg Bird Sanctuary and the Liesbeek 

River, was a major focus. The development, if 
approved, would devastate the flood plain of the 

river and have a significant effect on Raapenberg 
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If you did, you could miss out on 

your copies of African Birdlife and  
Promerops.  So don’t delay!  

Renewing your membership:  Invoices are 
sent out by email (or by post if you do not 

have email), and you are encouraged to make 
your renewal payment by EFT or  direct bank 

deposit to BirdLife South Africa’s account. 
Banking details: Account number 620 6750 

6281, FNB, Randburg, Branch code 25 40 05.  
Please use your membership number as 
reference.   

Address changes: If you change your home 
address or your email address, please inform 

BLSA at membership@birdlife.org.za, and  
copy to our membership officer, Linda Merrett, 

at membership@capebirdclub.org.za. 

Seniors … from the year you turn 60, you 
qualify for reduced CBC and BLSA members’ 

rates.  Be sure to inform BLSA if you qualify!  

    Did YOU forget to renew      

      your club membership? 

Conservation Committee Report  
April 2020 – February 2021 
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which has a bird list of 68 species. Currently the 
review under the Natural Environment 

Management Act is awaited. 

Reed beds:  John Fincham drew our attention to 
the fact that reed beds along the Kuils River 

were sometimes burnt (to prevent uncontrolled 
burns). Cliff Dorse and I accompanied him to a 

number of sites, and the number of species 
using the beds was impressive. Cliff organised a 
meeting with the City officials in charge of the 

area and lines of communication were set up to 
ensure that burns only occurred once the 

breeding season was over. 

Bird Monitoring: We have commenced a 
project to document bird species and numbers 
along the Liesbeek river. This is in conjunction 

with Communitree, an organisation which 
revegetates degraded areas in the City. 

This joins the large number of sites which we’re 

monitoring, including Symphony Way, Edith 
Stephens Nature Reserve, and the Consul Glass 

works which we assisted in rehabilitating some 
years ago. 

 

—————————————————- 

                              Dave Whitelaw 
Chairman, CBC Conservation Committee 

Going through some old notes, I was reminded 
of several ringing sessions I had held in 

Kommetjie along the Bokram River some years 
ago.  Eight sessions were held, one in 2008, six in 

2010 and one in 2011. Five of these sessions 
were at a patch of bamboo close to the sea, 

where a large flock of Cape Weavers and a few 
Southern Masked Weavers regularly roosted. 

They resulted in catches of 0, 15, 21, 53 and 60 
Cape Weavers, as well as a few other species. 

The big catches provided some exciting 
recaptures. One Cape Weaver was caught here 
that had been ringed at Die Oog (14 km away as 

the crow flies). Three of the Cape Weavers 
ringed in Kommetjie were later recaptured at 

Clovelly (7 km) and one at Fish Hoek (4 km).  

One may therefore think that the zero weaver 
catch was rather disappointing. Far from it this 

time! On 19 May 2010 I had my nets up at the 
roost site as the weavers started waking up and 

calling in the reeds. Suddenly a Rufous-breasted 

Sparrowhawk flew over the reeds just as it was 
getting light and circled over the area, having 

heard the weavers below. The weavers must 
have noticed the raptor too as they went quiet. 

When the raptor circled again, amazingly it flew 
into my net!  

While ringing and measuring the raptor (ring 

569645), the Cape Weavers quickly left the roost 
in large flocks and later in smaller flocks, flying in 
different directions to their normal habitat, so 

none were caught. But I was very happy with my 
first Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk in the hand. 

  A bird in the hand ... 

H. Dieter Oschadleus 

 Rufous-breasted  

 Sparrowhawk  1 
 Lesser Swamp  

 Warbler  
9 

 Cape Robin-chat 5  Cape Bulbul  7 

 Levaillant's  

 Cisticola  1 
 Southern Masked    

 Weaver  
16 

 Little Rush Warbler  1  Cape White-eye  4 

 Pin-tailed Whydah 4  Common Waxbill  19 

 Cape Weaver  149  Karoo Prinia  3 

 Cape Grassbird 1   

Birds ringed / recaptured by Dieter 

at Bokram River from 2008-2011  

The Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk has been 

recorded catching weavers as prey, including 
Cape and Southern Masked Weavers. The 

captured sparrowhawk did not catch any early 
weavers that day, and nor did I on this session!

Contact Dieter at dieter@birds4africa.org if you 
would like to see bird ringing in action. 

A rather surprised Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk 
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House Sparrows in lockdown 

During 2020 I visited the Medi-Rite counter at 
Checkers in Kenilworth Centre several times to 

collect medicine. I noticed that there was a 
House Sparrow pair that was usually present 
near the counter. 

At 07h55 on 22 February 2021 I was standing 

outside the doors of Checkers, and could see 
staff inside getting ready for the day’s shoppers. 

As the doors opened, I walked briskly to the 
Medi-Rite counter. The birds were not there.  
Disappointed, I walked around the shop, 

returning to the counter a few minutes later. The 
House Sparrows were there, chirping on top of 

the Medi-Rite sign. Now I still didn’t know for 
sure if the birds had roosted inside the shop or 

not, although they probably did not have 
enough time to have come in from outside. 

Over the last few months I have occasionally 
visited this counter. The sparrow pair was once 

seen foraging at the butcher’s counter before 
being disturbed by customers. Although the 

shop is kept clean, probably bits of food fall out 
of boxes when being unpacked daily, providing 

food for the birds.  

 

I often wondered if the pair slept indoors at 

night. Hence my early visit. Three days later I 
visited again as the doors opened, this time with 

no shopping list, just an ornithological quest. 
This time the pair popped up from behind the 
Medi-Rite sign as I arrived. 

The Checkers entrance is at least 60 m from the 
closest mall entrance, and then it’s another 30 m 

or so from the entrance to Medi-Rite. Most likely 
on my first visit, the birds simply appeared from 

behind the sign while I was walking around.  

It is possible that the sparrows enter the shop 
when the staff arrive, but this is highly unlikely as 

the birds would have to wait near the doors and 
enter quickly with the staff. Also, it is 
unnecessary, as it is presumably much safer 

inside the shop (no predators) and probably 
more comfortable (near constant temperature) 

than outside.  

Thus the pair seems to roost indoors at night 
behind locked doors, probably with no way out. 
They seem to live most of their lives in artificial 

light, although they could visit outside the mall 
during the day. It is unlikely that they nest inside 

the shop – this needs more investigation, but I’m 
not keen on spending my days at the mall! 

 

—————————————————- 

Intertidal feeding by Red-winged Starlings  

Although Red-winged Starlings mainly eat fruits, 
Roberts 7 notes that they are versatile predators 

that take a wide range of invertebrate prey as 
well as the occasional lizard and even nestling 

birds. They also forage along the shoreline, and 
have been reported taking molluscs at Cape 

Point (Fraser 1990, S. Afr. J. Ecol. 1:73-76). At 
Muizenberg, they have been observed collecting 

seaweed to use for nesting material (Ryan 2013, 
Promerops 293:16).  

In late 2020, at Muizenberg, Red-winged 
Starlings were observed carrying shore crabs 

(Cyclograpsus punctatus) from the rocky shore to 
eat on the stoep of the nearby Het Posthuys 

historical house. The crab remains on the stoep 
included only one carapace (23 mm across), but 

a large number of legs were left behind, with 
pincers ranging from 12-23 mm in length (see 

photo). The only record of Red-winged Starlings 
eating crabs appears to be fresh-water crabs in 
Zimbabwe (Beasley 1991, Honeyguide 37:17-18).  

When I visited the shoreline in January 2021, 

there were at least three pairs of Red-winged 
Starlings regularly feeding at low tide along the 

rocky  shore  between  Muizenberg  Station  and  
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Cell phone photo of the male House Sparrow  

perched above the Medi-Rite sign 
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Bailey’s Cottage. They were surprisingly elusive, 
seldom allowing close approach, and the only 

visible prey taken were large polychaete worms 
(perhaps the mussel worm Pseudonereis 

variegata). Like the crabs, the worms required 
some time to subdue, and were often carried out 

of the splash zone to eat. Smaller prey, 
consumed on the low shore, may well have been 

overlooked. Gareth Williams also reported 
seeing Red-winged Starlings feeding on Cape 

reef worm (Gunnarea gaimardi) colonies on the 
rocky shore at De Kelders near Gansbaai, but 
was unable to confirm whether the reef worms 

themselves were being eaten. 

Only a few passerines are known to regularly 
forage on intertidal invertebrates, perhaps 

because of the high salt content. Unlike most 
birds, passerines lack a salt gland, and thus have 

to drink large amounts of fresh water to flush 
excess salt obtained in their diet. It is therefore  
perhaps not surprising that there are perennial 

freshwater streams at both Muizenberg and De 
Kelders. 

———————————————————  

Ground Woodpecker pecking wood! 

The Ground Woodpecker is an aberrant, flicker-
like woodpecker that feeds almost exclusively on 

ants, with only the occasional beetles and 
termites also recorded from their diet. Roberts 7 

notes that they are entirely terrestrial, and obtain 

all their food on the ground. I was thus surprised 
to see two Ground Woodpeckers pecking at the 

bark of a dead Mimetes fimbriifolius tree on 
Muizenberg mountain on 15 February 2021.  

The woodpeckers, two of a family group of five, 

were on the ground, keeping contact with 
occasional calls. As I approached along a path, 

they flew up, with one bird coming to inspect 
me, almost hovering while calling about 30 m 
away. The group then moved off 50-100 m, with 

four landing in the dead Mimetes tree. Scanning 
the group, it was clear that one was a recently 

fledged juvenile, but I was more taken by the 
behaviour of two of the adults, pecking at the 

bark of the tree in typical woodpecker fashion. 
One bird only pecked sporadically while moving 

up a branch, but the other worked away at one 
spot for close to two minutes. Once they had left 

the tree, I went to inspect and found a freshly-
excavated knot hole about 1.5 m above the 
ground on a trunk some 12 cm in diameter. 

There was no sign of any ant activity on the tree, 
nor was there any obvious insect hole in the 

excavated site, so it is unclear whether its 
enterprise was rewarded with a food item.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

Carapace and pincers left by Red-winged Starlings 

after consuming shore crabs (Cyclograpsus punctatus) 
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Peter Ryan, Paul Regenass,  

                     and Chris Taylor 

Peter Ryan 

Be sure not to miss out on the  

Virtual African Bird Fair 2021 

Following the enormously successful debut of 

this event last year, BirdLife South Africa is 
aiming to make the 2021 Virtual African Bird 

Fair the biggest event on the African birding 
calendar – offering a star-studded line-up of 
speakers, online exhibitors, cyber stores, 

opportunities to network with birders from 
Africa and around the world, and even an 

online auction. 

Mark your calendar now!  Sat. 31 July 2021 

The proceeds from this event will go straight 

into supporting BLSA’s conservation work. 
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On the morning of Saturday 30 January 2021, 
Kate Morris posted a photograph of an 

unfamiliar raptor she had seen over Lourensford 
Estate in Somerset West on the Cape RARE Bird 

Alert, with the query “Is this a Honey Buzzard? 
Seen this morning, Somerset West”. 

The responses from those in the know came very 

quickly, saying that the bird looked very much 
like a Crested (Oriental) Honey Buzzard, a 

species not yet recorded in southern Africa.  The 
Somerset West birding fraternity was soon 

mobilised, and by later that afternoon the bird 
had been spotted again and photographed at 

Spanish Farm, a well-known raptor viewing site 
on the slopes of the Helderberg above the town. 

The original photographs were sent to Finnish 

ornithologist Dick Forsman, a world renowned 
raptor specialist, and his initial thoughts were 

that the bird was very possibly a hybrid between 
a European Honey Buzzard, now relatively 
frequently recorded in southern Africa during 

our summer, and a Crested Honey Buzzard 
which overlaps with the European Honey 

Buzzard in central Asia where hybridisation has 
been recorded. 

This was a blow for local twitchers as it was a 

noteworthy record, but as a hybrid it was not 
“tickable”.  The bird appeared at the Spanish 

Farm site fairly regularly in the late afternoon 
over the next few days.  Many birders saw it, and 

as the photographic evidence mounted, the 
question as to its status was raised more 

frequently.  Behind the scenes, many additional 
photographs of the bird had now been 
circulated to raptor experts world-wide, and in 

his SA Rare Birds News report of 8 February, 
Trevor Hardaker summarised the overall opinion 

of all those consulted, including Dick Forsman, 
saying that “they have unanimously all come to 

the same conclusion that this is a pure CRESTED 
HONEY BUZZARD and is a juvenile bird in its 

second calendar year. They all agree that this bird 
shows absolutely no signs of being a putative 

hybrid with European Honey Buzzard and shows 
all the features one would expect to see on a 
Crested Honey Buzzard of this age”. 

No doubt great excitement for all those who had 
been to see the bird!  For me, heading out to 

see a hybrid raptor had not filled me with too 
much enthusiasm, but now that it had been 

pronounced “the real deal”, the 40 minute drive 
down the dreaded N2 for a southern African first 

seemed too good an opportunity to pass up.  

Wednesday 10 February seemed a good day to 
try, as the bird had been seen on both previous 

days.  With friend Ian Martin, I headed out, 
aiming to arrive at the Spanish Farm site by 

about 15h00.  This we did, and after parking 
down the hill and puffing up the steep incline on 

a very hot afternoon we joined the throng of 
birders already in position. Many of them had 
obviously been there before, as they were fairly 

comfortably settled in their camping chairs 
taking advantage of what little shade there was.  

We did not know the routine and battled in the 
heat.   

A number of raptors were spotted overhead, the 

first an unlikely African Fish Eagle, followed by 
both pale and dark phase Booted Eagles, African 

Harrier-Hawk, Common Buzzard, and Rufous-
breasted Sparrowhawk, but there was no sign of 

“the bird”.  By about 17h45 we were visibly 
wilting and headed down the hill to the car.  At 

17h55 I messaged Sandy to say we were 
heading home. In the same minute, Garret 

Skead, less than 100 metres up the hill, 
messaged that the Crested Honey Buzzard was 
passing low overhead.  Sandy picked up his 

message on the email at home and replied to 
me “Hope you are looking at it”.  I heard my 

phone ping a couple of times, but as we were 
already driving, I only received all this news 

when I got home – needless to say, I was not a 
nice person to be around for a while!!! 

On Friday 12 February, I felt ready to try again, 

so Sandy and I, after treating ourselves to lunch 
at Lourensford, drove the short distance to 

Spanish Farm and joined the 30+ birders at 
about 16h00.  This time we had the camping 

chairs, and it was fun to catch up with many 
folks we had not seen for 12 months or more 

since lockdown.  Trevor was there on his ninth 
visit to the site – he had seen the bird three 

times to date – and as the calm, warm and sunny 
afternoon wore on many birders, both local and 
from around the country, came and went.  By 

  A twitch in time … the Crested 

Honey Buzzard in Somerset West  
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19h30, as the light was starting to fade, we 
decided that we were not going to be successful 

on this occasion and headed home.  

On the Sunday the bird showed again, so 
Monday 15 February was going to be my third 

attempt to break my hoodoo.  Sandy joined me 
again, and many of the folks we had seen on the 

Friday were present again, including Trevor.  His 
first words to me were “I guess you didn’t come 

out on the weekend either!” This time it was 
windy and chilly, and I had left my jersey in the 

car down the hill, however, I wasn’t about to 
head down to fetch it in case the bird came over.   

At about 16h45 the call went out “Here it 

comes”, and a raptor could be seen flying in low 
over the forest to our left, heading straight for 

the open ground we were on.  Suddenly it 
disappeared, having dropped straight down into 

the trees about a 100 metres away.  By this time 
I had certainly not picked up on any of the 
distinguishing features, but fortunately it re-

appeared a few minutes later and started to fly 
over the valley away to our left.  It then perched 

on top of a tall pine tree, some way off and in 
the direction of the setting sun, but with the 

help of Vince Ward’s telescope, many of us had 
reasonable views of the bird, picking up on 

some of its ID features. 

After a while it took off again, and to everyone’s 
delight, it headed straight for us and flew low 

over the flat ground we were on, giving excellent 
views and good photographic opportunities.  

Success at last!!!  

Fairly frozen but very elated we headed home. 
We had certainly had better views of this special 

bird than we have had of the fair number of 
European Honey Buzzards we have seen over 

the years; we had some good pictures for our 
future enjoyment; and we had been part of a 

major birding event which had made several 
newspapers and radio channels.   

Otto Schmidt 

The Crested Honey Buzzard giving the twitchers a flypast 
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Even more pleasing was that this was almost the 
last day on which the bird showed reliably 

before becoming very erratic until 25 February 
when it appeared to have moved on.  However, 

nine days later, on 6 March, it surprisingly 
reappeared and showed well again for one last 

time.  

The convivial Spanish Farm twitch … waiting for that Crested Honey Buzzard to make an appearance 
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Please report your sightings to compiler Simon 
Fogarty, tel. 082 348 2465, or by e-mail to 
fogarty@fhnewlands.co.za.  

A list of all species that constitute Western Cape 
rarities, and the South African National Rarities 
list, can be found on the CBC website 
www.capebirdclub.org.za under ‘Resources’.  

Please note that none of the sightings listed 
below have been verified by either a regional 
or national rarities committee. 
 

NATIONAL RARITIES: 
 

Northern Royal Albatross – on pelagic out of 
Simon’s Town, 6/3, reported by TH. On pelagic 
out of Hout Bay, 27/3, reported by TH 

Salvin’s Albatross – on pelagic out of Hout Bay, 
17/4 (CD, TH, GD, AM, MiM) 

Red-tailed Tropicbird – seen at Soetwater, near 
Kommetjie, 20/3 (KH, CC, JR, JG, DS, MiM, CD). 
Seen flying east past Rooi Els 21/3, (DS), at 
Soetwater, 27/3 (KC) 
Australian Gannet – a new bird seen on Malgas 
Island, 18/1, reported by TH 

European Honey Buzzard –  seen at George 
Dam, 11/1 (ReV), Cecelia Forest, 20/1 (MB), on 
24/1 at Skeleton Gorge (RH), Cecelia upper 
contour kopje, (JG) and Darling Hills Rd, (GS). 
Lower Tokai Park, 25/1 (MiM), at Spanish Farm, 
Somerset West, 2/2 (GJ), 6/2 (TH) and 2 birds, 
7/2, reported by TH. On 8/2, over Kirstenbosch 
(CB) and Tokai Arboretum (MaM).  At Rozendal, 
Stellenbosch, 9/2 (HT), near Sedgefield, 28/2 
(PU), Spanish Farm, Somerset West, 23/2 (PS), 
Cecelia Forest 28/2 (MB), over Boomslang at 
Kirstenbosch BG, 9/3 (JR), De Hoop NR, 12/3 (JP), 
2 over Swartberg Pass, 17/3 (AW, DW), Rhodes 
Memorial, 20/3 (MB), Spanish Farm, 28/3 (DK) 

American Golden Plover – still at Kliphoek Salt 
Pans, 11/1 (GR), many more sightings and last 
reported 3/4 (JG) 

White-rumped Sandpiper – still at Kliphoek salt 
Pans, 11/1 (GR), 24/1 (JN) 

Baird’s Sandpiper – seen on S5 at Strandfontein 
WWTW, 8/11 (JG) - 9/1(AK), seen by many more 
birders and last seen 15/1 (MM) 

Pectoral Sandpiper – between pans S2 & S3, 
Strandfontein WWTW, 28/3 (JG) 

Broad-billed Sandpiper – Kliphoek Salt Pans, 
11/1 (GR) - seen by many birders and last 
reported 24/1 (JN). One seen from the Geelbek 
Hide, West Coast NP, 26/1, and 3 seen 21/2 (GJ). 

1 seen from Geelbek hide, 28/3 (PS), 2/4 (CD), 3 
seen 3/4 (TH)  

Franklin’s Gull – Black Oystercatcher 
Restaurant, Agulhas Plain, 11/1 (LG), 
Strandfontein WWTW, 12/1 (GS), subsequently 
seen by many birders and last reported 27/1 
(MB) 

Lesser Noddy – a bird, the first for the Western 
Cape, found in a tern roost at Strand, 8/4 (TK), 
subsequently seen by many birders and last seen 
17/4 (SW) 

White-throated Bee-eater – 5 birds seen in a 
garden in Kommetjie, 25/2 (PC, RC) and 3 birds 
seen just north of Kommetjie Lighthouse at 
09h07 on 27/2. They moved gradually north-
wards and were last seen at approximately 
10h15 flying over Die Kom. 

Grey Wagtail – Seven Passes Rd, near Hoekwil, 
7/4 (MH, JoK) 

Oriental/Crested Honey Buzzard – a bird, the 
first for Southern Africa, was seen circling over 
Lourensford Estate, Somerset West, 30/1 (KM). It 
developed a pattern of appearing late in the 
afternoons at Spanish Farm, Somerset West and 
was seen by many birders from all over the 
country. Last seen 6/3 (SW) 

Green Warbler – the first for Africa, found in a 
garden in Scarborough, 14/3 (CC). Despite many 
people searching for several days, it was only 
seen by a few birders. 

LOCAL RARITIES: 

Spectacled Petrel – on a shark diving trip, 13/2 
(CE), on a pelagic out of Hout Bay, 20/2 (AM) 
and 3 on pelagic out of Hout Bay, 6/3, reported 
by TH 

Manx Shearwater – 5kms off Cape Point, 4/4 
(MP) 
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Goliath Heron – Kliphoek Salt Pans, 1/1 (GR), 
many more sightings and last seen 1/4 (AS), 
Rondevlei NR, 1/5 (IR) 

Great Egret – Beaufort West Sewage Works, 
13/1 (JC), De Plaat, Velddrif, 28/3 (GS), last seen 
4/4 (RV) 

Squacco Heron – at Paardevlei Dam, 4/3 (SN, 
GJ), last seen 12/4 (SN), Sunset Hide, Rietvlei, 5/4 
(TH), Dolphin Bay pond, 17/4 (ToK), Dick Dent 
NR, 23/4 (SN), Breede River, Robertson, 26/4 
(MC), Sterkwater Dam, Ceres, 28/4 (WU) 

Dwarf Bittern – Vierfontein Farm, near 
Murraysburg, 27/4 (ST), 2/5 (KW, JaM, LF, SF), 
last seen 6/5 (ST) 

Black Stork – south of Piketberg, 17/1 (MP), 
Witzenberg Valley, Ceres, 27/1 (GS, WU), 
Stanford, 18/2 (GL), 2.2kms up Uilenkraals River, 
Kleinbaai, 23/2 (LV), between Atlantis & 
Philadelphia, 19/3, reported by TH. Near 
Malmesbury, 27/3 (RV), 1 flying near 
Moorreesburg, 8/5 (GS) 

Abdim’s Stork – flying over Cairnbrogie farm, 
Plettenberg bay, 30/3 (IP) 

Yellow-billed Stork – Berg River, 10/1 (JK) 

Cape Vulture – 14 birds on Cornellskop Farm, 
Bot River Vallley, 1/3 (WP)  

White-backed Vulture –  juvenile at Plettenberg 
Bay Game Reserve, 22/1 (MiB) 

Lappet-faced Vulture – Karoo NP, 30 & 31/1, 
reported by TH. 

Lesser Spotted Eagle – near Greyton, 30/1 
(ChB) 

Brown Snake Eagle – at West Coast Fossil Park, 
17/1 (NM), Van Der Stel Pass, 28/1 (LV), 3/2 (SN), 
2/3 (ChB), 11/4 (PV), Klipkop, 15km west of 
Beaufort West, 29/1 (ST), Langebaanweg, 21/3 
(RV), Kloof Rd, Stellenbosch, 4/4 (McM) 

Black-chested Snake Eagle – near Hopefield, 
10/1 (RV), near Geelbek, West Coast NP, 11/2 
(DG), between Napier and Caledon, 8/4 (LV) 

Eurasian Hobby – 2 near Sedgefield, 28/2 (PU) 

African Crake – Onrus Caravan Park, 18/4 
(J&SB), Groot Sleutelfontein Game Reserve, 
Prince Albert, 25/4 (MR), in garden at Lake 
Michelle, 26/4 (JS) 

African Finfoot – on Breede River, Robertson, 
19/4 (JM) 

Greater Painted-snipe – Paardevlei Pan, 4/3 
(SN) 

Lesser Sand Plover – Kliphoek Salt Pans, 24/1 
(JN), De Mond NR, 6/2 (DB), Kliphoek Salt Pans, 
28/3 (GS), upstream from Uilenkraals River 
bridge, (DB) 

Greater Sand Plover – seen from Uilenkraals 

Bridge, 9/1 (TL), Kliphoek Salt Pans, 10/1 (MP), 
24/1 (JN), 28/3 (PS) and last seen 24/4 (GrL) 

Red Phalarope – 2 seen on a pelagic out of 
Simon’s Town, 6/2, reported by TH. Several seen 
west of Hout Bay, 3/3 and 20 plus 6/3, reported 
by TH 

Red-necked Phalarope – P3 Strandfontein, 10/1 
(FD); S2, 27/1 (JN), Kliphoek Salt Pans, 10/1 (MP), 
last seen 7/4 (AS) 

Burchell’s Courser – 18 at Kolsvlei Farm, 
Piketberg, 24/2 (P&MaB), seen by many more 
birders and last seen 8/5 (GS), 2 at Nuwejaars 
Wetlands, 2/3 & 5/3, reported by TH. 

Temminck’s Courser – 3 over Kingswood Golf 
Estate, George, 5/2 (PU)  

Double-banded Courser – near Moorreesburg, 
19/4 (DG), last seen 8/5 (GS) 

Lesser-crested Tern – Rooisand NR, 6/2 (JoV), 
2/3 (SN), on P2, Strandfontein, 6/3 (OS), in tern 
roost at Strand, 10/4 (GB), 2 there 11/4 (CD), at 
Macassar WWTW, 10/4 (CC), last seen 18/4 (GS) 

Roseate Tern – 2 at Breerivier mouth, 27/4 (PU) 

Tambourine Dove – seen above the Enchanted 
Forest, Kirstenbosch BG, 7/3 (GL) and in the Dell, 
11/4 (PeD, KS) 

African Palm Swift – Dolphin Beach pans, 24/1 
(TH), Montagu, 3/2 (LV), Rietvlei, 6/2 (GS), near 
the entrance to Atlantic Beach Golf Club, 16/4 
and 2 south of Bredasdorp, 17/4, both reported 
by TH. Rietvlei NR, 1/5 (TH) 

Woodland Kingfisher – in the garden of 
Jonkersrivier Farm, between Worcester and 
Villiersdorp, 21/1 (GD, PD), who must be 
thanked for allowing so many birders access to 
see the bird. Last seen 9/2 (PD) 

Blue-cheeked Bee-eater – up to 5 birds 
between “Peninsula Radio Flyers” gate and 
Zeekoevlei Weir, 16/1 to 18/1 (ES, JG, JR, GS), up 
to 12 birds seen near Pearly Beach and 1 at 
Rooisand NR, 20/2, reported by TH, some still 
there 2/4 (PV), 4 just west of Gouritzmond, 5/3 
(DR), 4 flying over Ceres, 7/3 (CT), 10 along the 
gravel road from Elim to Struisbaai, 7/3, reported 
by TH.  4 at Strandfontein WWTW, 13/3 (JG), 25 
at Rooisand NR, 22/4 (AK) 

European Roller – near Suurbraak, 8/1 (RS), 2 at 
De Hoop NR, 19/1 (HF), near Hartenbos, 22/1 
(SK), 3 near Stormsvlei, 24/1 (SN), along R34, 
east of Elim, 26/1 (JR), Sparrekloof Farm, 
Bredasdorp, 29/1 (EH), Bontebok NP, 29/1 (RS), 
Stellenbosch, 30/1 (A&NV), east of 
Riviersonderend, 13/2 (DB), south of Beaufort 
West, 13/2 (DD), on R27 21kms before 
Herbertsdale, 21/2 (AW), near Suurbraak along 
R324, 22/2 (LL), near Swellendam, 23/2 (GrD), 
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28/2 (ES), at Van der Stel Pass, Bot River, 28/2 
(LV), near Greyton, 9/3 (DG), De Hoop, 16/3 (JP) 

Lilac-breasted Roller – Beaufort West, 26/1 (ST) 

Sand Martin – at Strandfontein WWTW, near S5, 
8/1 (CD), 9/1 (JR), 10/1 (FD), near P2, 28/1 (VH, 
MT), 9 birds, 27/3 (JG), 3 birds, 4/4 and 1bird, 1/5 
reported by TH. Sunset Beach, 4/4 (TH),  

Eurasian Golden Oriole – Mossel Bay, 31/1 
(RM), 2 at Somerset West, 13/1 (JV), east of 
Riviersonderend, 19/1, reported by TH. 4kms 
past Lamond Dam, 26/1 (LV), De Hoop, 9/2 (JR), 
over Spanish Farm, 9/2 (DH), Hermanus WWTW, 
18/4 (PV) 

African Red-eyed Bulbul – at least 2 birds at 
Algeria Camp, Cedarberg, 1/5 (JG) 

Dark-capped Bulbul – the birds that bred in 
Mossel Bay, still present 10/2 (RM), last reported 
16/3 (GS). One seen in Regent Rd, Table View, 
12/3 (MV) 

Marsh Warbler – at start of Brown-hooded 
Kingfisher Trail, Wilderness, 21/1 (PU) 

Willow Warbler – at the Geelbek Homestead 
picnic site, West Coast NP, 2/3 (JW) 

Spotted Flycatcher – Rockhopper Forest, 
Greyton, 24/1 (IB) 

African Pied Wagtail – Paardevlei, 8/4 (ChB) 

Western Yellow Wagtail – 5 kms east of 
Hermanus, 22/4 (PV) 
Red-backed Shrike – just south of Robertson, 
28/2 – 1/3 (ES) 

Black-bellied Starling – 2 birds, well west of 
normal range, in a garden at Infanta, 8/4 (PeS) 

Yellow-crowned Bishop – a bird was found at 
Lake Michelle, Noordhoek, on 11/2 and thanks 
to the many residents who accompanied birders 
to see the bird which was last seen 15/2 (HV) 

Yellow-throated Petronia – Uplands Road, near 
Plettenberg Bay, 17/1 (RuH),  

Red-billed Quelea – 6-8 at Kommetjie, 8/4 (ED) 
and 22 birds, 13/4 (RC), at Noordhoek, 13/4 (CS) 
and at Fisherhaven 13/4, reported by TH. At 
Platboom, Cape Point 16/4 (RC), several small 
groups around Scarborough, 17/4 (CC) and 35 
plus at Olifantsbos (JG). 10-12 at Platboom, 17/4 
(RC) 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting – at Silvermine, 
18/4 (MiM), Harold Porter BG, 18/4, Eastern side 
of De Hoop, 15/4 (CH), Tafelberg Road, 23/4 
(GS), 2 above road above Kommetjie Lighthouse, 
25/4 (TD), Harold Porter BG, 26/4 (VW), 2 at 
Steenbras River mouth, 2/5 (PL), Llandudno, 4/5 
and Blaauwberg NR, 5/5, reported by TH.  
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CLUB ACTIVITIES   

EVENING MEETINGS:  These are normally held at 20h00 on the second Thursday of each month 
at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands – but while the risk of 

Covid-19 makes such gatherings unsafe, the meetings will be held online via Zoom, starting at 19h30.  
Meetings feature interesting illustrated talks by birding experts, ornithologists, or professionals in 

related fields.  Please look out for notices in the eNewsletter which will inform you about the format of 
the meetings and provide Zoom links for the virtual meetings. 

FIELD OUTINGS:  are listed in the CBC Programme.    A full programme has been organised, BUT 

please check the eNewsletter to see if outings are going ahead.  If they do take place, please 
note that all Covid-19 protocols must be observed –  numbers will be limited to the number of 
people deemed safe for gatherings by government, participants must wear masks, practice social 

distancing, and not share equipment.  A register will be kept by the outing leader in case we need to 
contact you.  Please stay at home if you are not feeling well. 

COURSES, CAMPS, AND SPECIAL EVENTS: have been put on hold for a while and their 

resumption will depend on the intensity of the pandemic and national regulations.  Look out for 
notices in the eNewsletter. 

BIRD COUNTS:  Our club supports ornithological research and conservation projects by conducting 
regular bird counts at a number of sites.  Counts will be held if Covid regulations allow.   

Before setting out, please contact your count leader to see if counts will be going ahead.   

CBC PROGRAMME:  July 2021 – November 2021 

July 2021 
 

Saturday 3 July  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      (Note later winter starting time.)                 

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours.  Dress warmly as it can get very cold in the hides.   
Entrance is free.  NB.  Because of uncertainty due to the Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle 
one week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking place.    

   Meet our new office bearers …    

Penny Dichmont, our new Committee member, 
with portfolio: Youth & Education (High Schools) 

Monique de Villiers, the new Coordinator  

of the Cape Bird Club’s Education Programme  

(For full details, see the 
Bird’s Eye View  

column on page 6.) 
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Directions: Take the M5 (Prince George Drive) towards Grassy Park.  Look out for Nando ’s at the 
5th Avenue traffic lights. Turn here – left if coming from the Rondebosch side or right if coming from 

the Muizenberg side.  Continue along 5th Avenue to the first set of traffic lights. Turn right into Perth 
Road and continue to the end of the road.  

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 4 July  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Wednesday 7 July  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Klaasenbosch Trail (Constantia Greenbelt) 

Leader:    Margaret Maciver       082 459 8843     maciver@xis.co.za  

Meet at 09h00 at the end of Oak Avenue, Constantia.  This shaded circular trail is usually wind 
free, however it could be muddy along the trail if there has been some rain, so wear suitable footwear 
and bring a stick for balance if you tend to slip. There is a large open, grassy area with some tree 

stumps where we can have morning tea, weather permitting. Anyone could leave at any time as it is 
easy to find one’s way back to the cars. 

Directions:  Drive up Alphen Drive past the start of the Alphen Trail and the Alphen Hotel in the 

direction of Rhodes Drive. At the fork take the left hand road into Hohenhort Ave. Turn right into Oak 
Avenue (opposite Peter Cloete Avenue) and continue to the end of the cul-de-sac where we will park. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 8 July  –  Wildevoëlvlei CWAC Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

————————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 8 July  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Members’ Photographic Evening 

Zoom meeting starts:  19h30 – Zoom links will be advertised in the eNewsletter and on Facebook.  

(When face-to-face meetings resume they will start at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High 

School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  This will be announced in the eNewsletter.) 

Members are invited to show a maximum of 3 of their best bird photographs and to tell the story 

behind them. It may be 3 stand-alone photos or a series of 3 telling one story. The story may be that 

the photograph illustrates a specific behaviour, action, interaction, or characteristic of the bird, or it 

may be the circumstances in which you actually managed to take the photograph. Each photographer 

will have 5 – 6 minutes to talk to their own photographs.  Thus, there will be at the most ten 

photographers showcased on this evening. If you would like your photographs to be showcased, 

please apply before 20 June 2021 to Priscilla at:  chairman@capebirdclub.org.za.  We will give details of 

exactly how the evening will work much closer to the time. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 10 July  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Sunday 11 July  –  Strandfontein WWTW CWAC Count 

Leader:  Graham Pringle    083 707 1339    Meet at: 08h30   (Note later winter starting time.) 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 15 July  –  Athlone WWTW CWAC Count    

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813  Meet at:  09h30 – provided the WWTW is open.  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 17 July  −  Zandvlei CWAC Count 

Leader:   Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at: 08h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

mailto:chairman@capebirdclub.org.za
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Sunday 18 July  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Helderberg Nature Reserve  

Leader:    John Magner    082 881 3845      johnmagner@netactive.co.za 

Meet at 08h30.  This reserve is known for its mountain fynbos and a large variety of proteas. 
Five of the six fynbos endemics are found here, namely, Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, 
Cape Siskin, Victorin’s Warbler, and Protea Seedeater. 

Directions:  Take the N2 from Cape Town and turn left at the Somerset West/Strand intersection 

(Broadway).  Turn right into Main Road.  Follow the road to the Lourensford Road intersection where  
you turn left. Drive for some distance until you see a Shell garage. Then follow the signs to the Reserve 

– turn left into Hillcrest, then right into Reservoir Road and then finally left into Verster Avenue.  There 
is a small entry fee.  We meet at the main parking area at the top of the road opposite the tea room. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 31 July  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary CWAC Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876   Meet at: 09h00  

———————————————————————————————————————- 

For the all-day CAR Count on Saturday 31 July, please liaise with members of your usual team. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

A CWAC Count will also take place at Radyn Dam (Malmesbury) on a weekday in July.  Additional 

helpers will be most welcome and can contact Otto Schmidt at 021 674 2381 for details. 

———————————————————————————————————————- 

 

AUGUST 2021 

Sunday 1 August  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 7 August  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING      (Note later winter starting time.)                 

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h30. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration 2½ hours.  Dress warmly as it can get very cold in the hides.   
Entrance is free.  NB. Because of uncertainty due to the Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle 

one week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking place.   For directions please see 3 July. 

————————————————————————————————————— 

Wednesday 11 August  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Two Rivers Urban Park  

Leader: Otto Schmidt     021 674 2381 or 073 043 2761      ottoschmidt@telkomsa.net  

Meet at 09h00. We will start birding along the Liesbeek River opposite Hartleyvale Stadium, 
including the temporary wetlands. We may see Giant, Pied, and Malachite Kingfishers, African Black 

Duck, and maybe even be a Grey-headed Gull.  We will then visit the bird hide at the SA Astronomical 
Observatory which overlooks a temporary wetland area at the junction of the Black and Liesbeek 
Rivers. This wetland should be full at this time of the year and species seen here in the past include 

Little Bittern, Purple Heron, Greater Flamingo, White-faced Whistling Duck, Blue-billed Teal and White-
backed Duck.    Bring tea/coffee and snacks. 

Directions: From Liesbeek Parkway, heading towards the City, turn right at the Station Road/ 

Observatory Road traffic lights. Hartleyvale Stadium is on your left. Cross the bridge over the river,  
then turn right again towards the Wild Fig Restaurant and continue towards the end of the road. Park 

just below the restaurant.  

—————————————————————————————————————-  

Thursday 12 August – Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

PBS will be open 09h00-11h00.  

No access after 11h00. 
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Thursday 12 August – EVENING MEETING – Callan Cohen’s Birding Life 

Interviewer:  Mike Buckham 

Zoom meeting starts:  19h30 – Zoom links will be advertised in the eNewsletter and on Facebook.  

(When face-to-face meetings resume they will start at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High 

School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  This will be announced in the eNewsletter.) 

Mike Buckham interviews Callan on many topics including the Green Warbler in his garden in 
Scarborough, breaking the Birding Big Day record with 335 species, his most exciting birding trips in 

Africa, and how the CBC got him involved in birding. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 14 August  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————-  

Sunday 15 August – SUNDAY OUTING – Rooi Els and Harold Porter Botanical Garden  

Leader : John Magner      082 8813845        johnmagner@netactive.co.za  

Meet at 08h30 in the parking area outside the Rooi Els restaurant/ shopping centre.  

We will walk along the gravel road at Rooi Els to look for Cape Rockjumpers, Ground Woodpeckers, 
and (hopefully!) a Sentinel Rock Thrush. We will then visit the beautiful Harold Porter Botanical Garden 

(a small entrance fee is payable unless you are a member of the Botanical Society, so remember your 
membership card). This garden is one of the best places to find the elusive Victorin’s Warbler and 

other endemics such as Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, and Cape Siskin. Bring tea and 
snacks.  

Directions: From Cape Town take the N2 through Somerset West. Just before the assent to Sir 
Lowry’s Pass turn right into Sir Lowry’s Pass Road (M165) towards Gordon’s Bay. Continue straight to 

the T-junction in Gordon’s Bay and turn left into Faure Marine Drive (R44) which takes you along the 
coastline and eventually becomes Clarence Drive. Cross the bridge at the start of the village of Rooi Els, 

then take the first right into Anemone Street and park in front of the small shopping centre where we 
meet.  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 19 August  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813  Meet at:  09h30 – provided the WWTW is open to our 

group 

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Thursday 26 August  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Succulent Workshop  

Facilitator: Alison James                 NB. Email alisondoug@telkomsa.net to book your place.  

Workshop duration: 10h00 – 12h30          Maximum 16 participants.     RSVP required.  

This is an outing with a difference! Following the great success of this event last year, Alison will once 

again host a workshop on succulent plants. Come and learn how to make your garden more drought 
resistant. Participants will receive notes on the plants that Alison introduces. She will include some 

succulents that attract birds. There will be a tour of her garden followed by tea and question time. Each 
participant will receive some cuttings (free), but Alison will also have 6-packs of mixed succulents on 

sale at R50 each.    

Directions: Those who book will receive directions by email.  

——————————————————————————————————————- 

Saturday 28 August  –  Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt      079 130 7876    Meet at: 09h00  

           July 2021 

PBS will be open 09h00-11h00.  

No access after 11h00. 



Promerops 320 

35            July 2021 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Thursday 2 September  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Sunbird Centre, Silvermine Nature Reserve  

Leader: Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429      eric.margs@gmail.com  

Meet at 08h30 at the Sunbird Centre. The walking trail follows the middle section of the 

Silvermine River at the western end of Kleintuin mountain. We can expect to see a number of fynbos 
endemics such as Cape Sugarbird, Orange-breasted Sunbird, Cape Siskin. Other species include Bar-

throated Apalis, Cape Grassbird, Cape Robin-chat, Jackal Buzzard, Southern Boubou, and Bokmakierie.  

Directions: Travel along Ou Kaapse Weg towards Fish Hoek until you see Silvermine Retirement 

Village / Noordhoek Manor / Silvermine Road on your right. Turn left here and drive through a boom 
gate and down the road. Park on the grass at the Sunbird Centre.  

———————————————————————–——————————————--  

Saturday 4 September  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 
warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free.   NB. Because of uncertainty due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle one week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking 
place.   See 3 July for directions. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 5 September  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 9 September  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 09 September  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Around the world in 80 days, Part 2   

Speakers:  Johan Schlebusch and Joy Fish 

Zoom meeting starts: 19h30 – Zoom links will be advertised in the eNewsletter and on Facebook. 
(When face-to-face meetings resume they will start at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur 

High School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  This will be announced in the eNewsletter.) 

In May Johan and Joy entertained us with stories and special birding experiences they had on some of 

the exciting destinations around the world visited by the Cape Bird Club during the time Johan headed 
the International Tours Committee. This evening they continue. You do not have to have watched Part 

1 to enjoy this evening’s presentation. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 11 September  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson   021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 16 September  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813  Meet at:  09h30 – provided the WWTW is open to 

our group 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 19 September  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Darling Hills Road and Groote Post Bird Hide   
Leader: Simon Fogarty    082 348 2465      fogarty@fhnewlands.co.za 

Meet at 08h00. We will bird along the Darling Hills Road where we hope to see larks, pipits, 
African Stonechats, Capped Wheatears, and European Bee-eaters among others. After about 10km we 
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will turn right and visit the Groote Post Bird Hide.  Bring along chairs and your refreshments to enjoy 
under the trees at Groote Post. 

Directions: From Cape Town follow the R27 towards Langebaan. Turn right onto the Darling 
Hills Road opposite the Grotto Bay turn-off. We will meet here, at the turn-off, at 08h00. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 25 September – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt   079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

OCTOBER 2021 

Saturday 2 October  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton         079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 

are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 
warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free.   NB. Because of uncertainty due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle one week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking 

place.   See 3 July for directions. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 3 October  –  Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner      082 881 3845       Meet at:  08h00 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Wednesday 6 October  –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Grootboschkloof Trail, Constantia 

Leader:  Margaret Maciver        082 459 8843        maciver@xis.co.za 

Meet at 09h00.  This stretch of open land in Constantia has a variety of vegetation. Some areas 

have been re-planted with indigenous flora.  At the start of the walk is a 350m2 biodiversity mandala 
with plants that attract dragonflies, butterflies, and beetles.  The natural fynbos provides a walking 
corridor along a stream and wetland area and tall trees provide some forest birding.  We hope to see, 

among others, sunbirds, waxbills, white-eyes, bulbuls, Brimstone Canaries and hopefully the Black 
Sparrowhawks that nest here each year.   

Please try and carry your refreshments in backpacks as it would be a bit too far to walk back to the cars 

to fetch your tea and then walk back to the trail. There is a nice grassy area next to the mandala for 
tea, but bring blankets in case the grass is wet.  

Directions: From north or south on the M3 highway, take the Ladies Mile turn-off. Turn right and 
travel along Ladies Mile to the traffic circle at Bergvliet High School. Take the third exit onto Firgrove 
Way. Cross the Firgrove Bridge (over the M3) and park on the wide verge on the left on the corner of 

Soetvlei Avenue and Firgrove Way. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 9 October   –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson       021 705 5224         Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 10 October –  Strandfontein WWTW Quarterly Count 

Leader:  Graham Pringle       083 707 1339       Meet at: 08h00    

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 14 October  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429       Meet at:  08h30 

           July 2021 

PBS will be open 09h00-11h00.         

No access after 11h00. 
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Thursday 14 October  –  EVENING MEETING  –  The plight of coastal birds due to human  

                                                                                   leisure activities on beaches 

Speaker:  Andrew Jenkins 

Zoom meeting starts: 19h30 – Zoom links will be advertised in the eNewsletter and on Facebook. 

(When face-to-face meetings resume they will start at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High 
School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  This will be announced in the eNewsletter.) 

Andrew Jenkins, a well-known academic, ornithologist, and raptor specialist, as well as being an ardent 

conservationist, will be looking at the plight of coastal birds, especially the African Oystercatchers and 

White-fronted Plovers, along the Kommetjie / Noordhoek beach due to human leisure activities. He 

will also examine the effects of educational signage erected on the beach. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 16 October  –  Zandvlei Quarterly  Count 

Leader:   Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at: 08h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 21 October –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma   074-320-0813  Meet at:  09h30 – provided the WWTW is open to our 

group 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 24 October  –  SUNDAY OUTING  –  Ganzekraal  

Leader:   Felicity Ellmore       021 762 0176       fellmore@absamail.co.za 

Meet at 08h00: Ganzekraal is a Cape Nature Reserve on the R27 that has recently been 
proclaimed. It covers a large area inland as far as Mamre, but most of it is not accessible to the public 

at the moment. We will be walking in the  coastal section of the reserve, which will allow us to see a 
variety of coastal and terrestrial birds. This year the walk is at the end of the spring flower season, but 
that means we should see some different bird species compared to other years.  We access the area 

through the Ganzekraal Resort and walk north towards the Grotto Bay road. The walk will take 
between two and a half and three hours, then we will be back at the cars for tea.  

Directions: Travel up R27, past Koeberg Nature Reserve, Silverstroomstrand, and turn left 

towards Ganzekraal Resort. We will meet just outside the gate of the resort at 08h00.  

We will be parking the cars near the entrance of the Ganzekraal Resort and walking from there.  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 30 October – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt       079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

NOVEMBER 2021 

Tuesday 2 November –  WEEKDAY OUTING  –  Soetwater Environmental Education Centre 

Leader:  Gigi Laidler       082 485 8399         gigi.laidler@gmail.com 

Meet at 09h00.  Soetwater is a protected natural coastal region. The rocky shores, vegetated 
dune system, fynbos, and mountain slopes provide a paradise for coastal birds, including cormorants, 

plovers, oystercatchers, and whimbrels, as well as terrestrial birds such as robins, francolins, weavers, 
kites and buzzards.  At the Environmental Education Centre we shall meet Lappies Labuschagne who 

will introduce us to what we can expect to find at the reserve.  Bring along your refreshments. 

Directions:  Follow Kommetjie Road to the Slangkop Road turnoff, (just past Ocean View, on the 

left). Turn left and follow Slangkop Road to the stop street. Cross the road and head straight downhill 
on Lighthouse Road to the entrance of the Soetwater Resort. A small entrance fee is required to enter 

the resort.  We shall meet at the entrance at 09h00. 

PBS will be open 09h00-11h00.  

No access after 11h00. 
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Saturday 6 November  –  RONDEVLEI NATURE RESERVE OUTING    

Leader:   Merle Chalton      079 343 1047        
Meet at 08h00. These regular monthly outings are for all Rondevlei enthusiasts, and beginners 
are especially welcome. Duration is about 2½ hours, but you can stay as long as you like.  Bring a 
warm anorak as it can get cold in the hides.   Entrance is free.   NB. Because of uncertainty due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic, please phone Merle one week prior to this outing to confirm that it will be taking 
place.   See 3 July for directions. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 7 November  – Kirstenbosch Monthly BIRP Count    

Leader: John Magner   082 881 3845    Meet at:  08h00 

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 11 November  –  Wildevoëlvlei Count  

Leader:  Gillian Barnes      021 782 5429     Meet at:  08h30 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 11 November  –  EVENING MEETING  –  Southern African LBJs made simple 

Speaker:  Doug Newman 

Zoom meeting starts: 19h30 – Zoom links will be advertised in the eNewsletter and on Facebook. 

(When face-to-face meetings resume they will start at 20h00 at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High 
School, Palmyra Road, Newlands.  This will be announced in the eNewsletter.) 

Doug Newman will be talking about his expanded and updated edition of Southern African LBJs made 

simple published earlier this year.  The book offers a unique method for identifying and distinguishing the 
cryptic little birds that many find so difficult.  Using a three-stage process, the book guides readers 

through successive stages, each of which takes them closer to identifying the bird in question. As calls 
play a critical role in the identification of these birds, individual calls and comparative tracks are 

included - accessed by reading the featured barcodes via a free Bird Call app. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 13 November  –  Zandvlei Monthly Alien Vegetation Hack 

Leader:  Gavin Lawson      021 705 5224      Meet at:  14h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Thursday 18 November  –  Athlone WWTW Monthly Count 

Leader:  Gerhard Bothma     074-320-0813     Meet at:  09h30 – provided the WWTW is open 

 ——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday 21 November   –  SUNDAY OUTING –  Cape Flats Nature Reserve, UWC 

Leader:  Dennis Laidler      082 365 2755     dennislaidler@gmail.com

Meet at 08h00.  The 30ha Cape Flats Nature Reserve and Provincial Heritage Site is a private 
nature reserve under the administration of the University of the Western Cape, first created as a refuge 

for Strandveld and Coastal Fynbos. It now functions as a base for ecological training, environmental 
education, and research, and provides a natural space for the public to enjoy.  It hosts dozens of 

species of birds such as Black-winged Kite, Spotted Thick-knee, cisticolas, mousebirds, Klaas’s Cuckoo, 
Cape Siskin, and a variety of water birds.  You will need to carry your refreshments with you. 

Directions:  From Cape Town on the N2 take the exit to Robert Sobukwe Drive, M10. Continue 
for some time until you turn in at the main entrance to UWC on the right. Once through the security 

check point, turn immediately into the Reserve parking area on the right where we will meet. 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

Saturday 27 November  – Paarl Bird Sanctuary Monthly Count   

Leader:   Gilbert Reinhardt      079 130 7876     Meet at: 09h00  

——————————————————————————————————————— 

           July 2021 

PBS will be open 09h00-11h00.  

No access after11h00. 

mailto:dennislaidler@gmail.com
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The independently owned Windsor Hotel & Self-

Catering Apartments stand proudly on the edge of 
Hermanus’s breathtaking Walker Bay with a 

panoramic vista featuring the world’s best whale-

watching available in most rooms.  With an array of 
bird life and viewings available in the immediate 

vicinity of the hotel as well as in Fernkloof, there are 

endless possibilities for exceptional sightings of local 
and endangered bird life. 

Contact the Hotel directly for bookings: 

+27 (0) 28 312 3727 

Or email on info@windsorhotel.co.za 

Winter Special  

From R400 in a Non Sea Facing Room 

From R600 in a Sea Facing Room 

Rates are per person sharing per night 

Inclusive of Bed & Breakfast 

Valid till 31 August 2021 
Terms & Conditions Apply 

NAPIER BIRDSONG 

Relaxing getaway in the Overberg.  Ideal for bird 

lovers, stargazers, and romantics. Self-catering, 
well-equipped cottage. 3 beds: mes shower. 

Swimming pool.  Within easy reach of Arniston 

& Elim Wine Route.  Pets and children welcome.  

Tel. 082 773 4747 or email  jenhall@iafrica.com. 

FIJNBOS LODGE AND SPA,  BETTY’S BAY 

Discover Kogelberg biosphere, Harold Porter 

Botanical Gardens, Stoney Point breeding 
penguin colony and pristine beaches 1 hour 

from Cape Town Int.  Search for the scarce Cape 
Rockjumper along the upper rocky reaches on a 

coastal hike to Rooi Els 

071 294 0509  or  071 221 0608 

Visit https://www.fijnboslodgeandspa.co.za/ 

Email:  johannkrog@gmail.com 

TIERFONTEIN RONDAWEL 

Self-catering rondawel for two in the Southern 

Overberg, near Baardskeerdersbos.  Situated on 
a lily pond in pristine fynbos.  Tranquil and 

relaxing. Beautiful walks and kloofing with 
excellent birding. 

www.tierfonteinrondawel.com                         

CBC  SMALL  ADS CBC Small Ads are available to all at R100 per 

insertion (max 50 words + heading).  Cash with order 
please.  Rates for larger display ads on request. For 

bookings or enquiries please phone Dennis Randell at  

082 320 3377 or email randestates@yebo.co.za  

           Promerops Caption Competition: The winner of this issue’s caption competition is:  Alison James.    

   Congratulations Alison –  you have earned bragging rights for the next four months!    Photograph by:  J B Burger 

Well he’s definitely not  
from MY side of the family 
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