BIRDING BUZZ
March 2021 No. 2
This monthly newsletter is meant for young people who are interested in nature and in birds. Your
teacher or your parent can e-mail it to you or he/she could print it out for those who are interested
to read. Please feel free to share it with others who may enjoy reading it.

HAVE YOU SEEN THIS BIRD?
It is called a CAPE ROCKJUMPER. It is
endemic (not found anywhere else in the
world) to the mountain fynbos of the
Western Cape.
Each year BirdLife South Africa selects a
species as the ‘Bird of the Year’ — and
2021 is the year of the Cape Rockjumper.

It is one of South Africa’s most sought
after bird species. Strikingly handsome
medium-sized birds, Cape Rockjumpers
eats insects and seeds and can be seen
Photo by Otto Schmidt
hopping and running about on rocky
(CBC Photo Gallery, www.capebirdclub.org.za)
mountain slopes and crags in fynbos
habitat, often in pairs and small groups, foraging for food between tussocks of
grass and bushes. The sexes differ. The male has a dark rufous (reddish) belly and
rump, a black throat, and a white moustache; the female is duller, with a streaked
chest. In territorial display, the male spreads and half-cocks his white-tipped black
tail and gives loud-pitched whistles and calls. Often birders locate them only after
first hearing their distinctive calls. Although they can fly, they rarely do so.
Our closest and safest place where these birds can be relatively easily seen is at
Rooi Els on the dirt road at the foot of the Klein-Hangklip Mountain leading to
Pringle Bay.
Unfortunately, they face multiple threats, including habitat loss, and they are
particularly vulnerable to climate change. They have been classified as ‘Near
Threatened’.
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INVITATION

SHARE YOUR SPECIAL
PHOTOGRAPHS

They may be of anything to do with nature such as scenery, animals (wild, not
your pets), birds, flowers, and conservation groups in action.
Photos may be taken with a camera or with your cell phone. They may not be
bigger than 1 MB.
They may be sent by 26th March 2021 via WHATSAPP to 084 803 9987 or
emailed to chairman@capebirdclub.org.za. Do remember to include YOUR name
and contact details! Please also tell us what your photograph is about and when
and where you took it.
In the next issue we hope we can publish one or two of your submissions!

1.

2.

3.
3.

Photos by Zoe Lunau-Johns. (14 years old). Taken with her new camera in
Kirstenbosch Gardens in February/March 2021. Thank you, Zoe, for sharing your photos!
1. Cape Robin-Chat — Common in gardens. Sings beautifully.
2. Lemon Dove — Likes the floors of forests. Called a Kaneelduifie in Afrikaans because of its
cinnamon colour. ‘Kaneel’ means ‘cinnamon’.
3. Southern Double-collared Sunbird - Likes fynbos gardens. This is a young bird that still
has to get its bright red chest band.
Always send your submissions (photographs, competition entries, comments, suggestions) to
us at the following:
IMPORTANT Do not forget always to include your
CAPE BIRD CLUB
name and telephone no. and email address. We would
chairman@capebirdclub.org.za
also find it helpful if you included your age , grade and
Or WhatsApp Mobile: 084 803 9987
name of your school.
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AN AMAZING
BIRD FACT!
Wisdom, the albatross, the world's
oldest known wild bird in history,
has another chick at age 70.
Wisdom hatched the chick on 1 February
2021 in the Midway Atoll national wildlife
refuge in the North Pacific near Hawaii,
where more than a million albatross return
to nest each year.
Albatross mate for life, but will take another partner if they outlive their mate.
Wisdom’s long-term mate, Akeakamai, whom she has been with since 2010
according to the US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), fathered this new chick.
Wisdom has outlived previous mating partners as well as the biologist Chandler
Robbins, who first banded (ringed) her in 1956. Wisdom has hatched 30—36
chicks over the course of her lifetime. Albatross only hatch eggs every few
years - and just one each time.

JOKES!
Q: What do you give a sick bird?
A: Tweetment.
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BIRD WORDS
R300 PRIZE!

CROSSWORD
COMPETITION

WHAT TO DO
1. Complete the crossword. Some of the answers can be found in this issue of Birding Buzz and also in the last issue. Others may be found in the introduction sections of different bird field guides.
2. The 13 highlighted letters spell a mystery bird's name, but have been jumbled up. Find the bird's
name.
Submit your two part answer
before 26th March 2021

The first drawn
entry in which
both the
crossword and
the bird’s name
are correct, will
win a prize of
R300.
The judges’
decision will be
final

Only 1 entry per participant
allowed

NAME OF THE MYSTERY BIRD: __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
Take a photograph of your completed crossword and the mystery bird’s name
and send by WhatsApp to Cell no. 084 803 9987 or email to
chairman@capebirdclub.org.za Remember to include YOUR contact details.
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