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It features on the South African coat of arms and is the 2019 Bird of the Year, but recent studies 
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have shown declines of between 70-80% of Secretarybirds across the region. Field research 
has revealed a high mortality rate of young birds once they leave their nests which, 

coupled with severe habitat loss, can lead to a future population crash. The hope is that better 
understanding of this species will contribute to improving conservation actions. 

See page 2. Picture taken in Ithala Game Reserve on 22 July 2018.
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her end after colliding with and becoming entangled in a barbed 

wire fence approximately 70 km from her natal territory. Fences 

and powerlines are a considerable threat to young raptors and large 

terrestrial birds, in particular Secretarybirds. 

In 2018, Dr Melissa Howes-Whitecross took over coordination 

of the Secretarybird Project and has since fitted telemetry devices to 

three additional immature Secretarybirds, two of which have 

already been lost to collisions with high-voltage electrical cables. 

Tambo, a young Secretarybird rescued from the edge of the OR 

Tambo International Airport runway after suffering from a severe 

foot infection, was rehabilitated by the Johannesburg Wildlife 

Veterinary Hospital for four months and released in the grasslands 

of Devon, Gauteng. Tambo unfortunately died after colliding with 

electrical infrastructure only four weeks after being released in 

October 2018. 

The collision incident was reported to Eskom and the 

Endangered Wildlife Trust, and an investigation was 

launched to ensure that the root cause can be suitably 

identified and addressed through appropriate mitigation. In 

discussion with Mr Kishaylin Chetty, senior advisor from 

Eskom’s Biodiversity Centre of Excellence, he reiterated 

Eskom’s commitment towards minimising the impact of the 

power utility’s activities on South Africa’s wildlife and to 

ensure the long-term sustainability of South Africa’s 

biodiversity heritage. Kwezi’s death will hopefully result in 

the marking of the powerline to prevent further mortalities. 

The attachment of bird flight diverters will increase the 

visibility of the lines and help to deter birds from colliding 

with them in future. Several threatened bird species have 

BLSA’s Ernst Retief is working to understand and mitigate the 

impacts of fences on wildlife and has produced a brochure which 

provides information about this threat. Ernst states that “it is likely 

that we are vastly underestimating the detrimental impact 

infrastructure such as fences and electrical cables is having on our 

terrestrial birds”. 

The most recent loss was that of Kwezi, a young bird tagged on a 

farm near Besters, KwaZulu-Natal. A supportive farmer informed 

the project that a pair of Secretarybirds were breeding on his 

property, and Kwezi was fitted with a tracking device on 23 February 2019 at the age of about eight weeks. She showed the 

typical developmental pattern of the previously studied Secretarybirds, exploring the environment around her natal nest in 

ever increasing distances. On 23 July 2019, Kwezi set off on 

her first major dispersal flight and by 25 July 2019, she had 

travelled 26 km from her natal nest. Unfortunately, she 

would travel no further after she collided with the overhead 

cables of a large electrical transmission line at the age of only 

six months. BLSA’s Ingula Project Manager, Carina Coetzer, 

was quick to respond to the site when it was detected that 

Kwezi was no longer moving and confirmed the tragic news. 

A post-mortem showed that Kwezi had been feeding well 

prior to the incident with several large locusts and a dead 

snake found in her stomach. 

Unfortunately, a darker side of the telemetry study were the reports of mortalities of several of the young tracked birds. 

The first of the confirmed mortalities was of a female bird called 

Artemis, who was tagged in Leeuwfontein Nature Reserve on the 

northern edge of Gauteng in March 2014. A mere four-and-a-half 

months later, Artemis was found dead near the base of a large cliff   

350 km from her natal nest, seeming to have perished due to natural 

causes. The next confirmed mortality was that of BLiNG, a well-

known male tagged at Sondela Nature Reserve, who gained fame after 

dispersing northwards to the Makgadigadi Pans within two weeks of 

leaving his natal territory. BLiNG returned to Gauteng and spent 

several weeks foraging in the isolated patches of grassland within the 

Tshwane Metropole. However, one fateful afternoon when a fire had 

broken out underneath the grasslands of a large transmission line 

corridor, BLiNG collided with the overhead electrical cables and was 

killed at the age of two years and ten months. The third confirmed 

fatality during this study was a young female called Koffie who met 

SECRETARYBIRDS are apex predators in the open grasslands and savannas of sub-Saharan Africa. In 2011 the 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) uplisted the species from Least Concern to Vulnerable after an 

assessment showed evidence of a drastic decline in the size of the global population largely driven by loss of habitat. This 

prompted BLSA, under the project leadership of Ernst Retief and Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson, to initiate the BirdLife 

South Africa Secretarybird Conservation Project. The aim of this project was to improve the understanding of the 

movements, dispersal and survival of juvenile Secretarybirds across South Africa. Between 2012 and 2014, light-weight 

(38g), solar-powered, GPS-GSM telemetry devices were fitted to the backs of 10 juvenile Secretarybirds. Over 45,900 

location points were collected, and ground-breaking findings improved the understanding of the development and 

dispersal behaviour of young Secretarybirds. 
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Young Secretarybird killed 
on her first dispersal flight

CONSERVATION AND PROJECTS

Kwezi was fitted with a tracking device by

Photo: Carina Coetzer
Melissa Howes-Whitecross in February this year

The BirdLife South Africa 2019 Bird of the Year 

is the Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius. 

The campaign is used to highlight the 

conservation of these charismatic birds of prey 

that are widely distributed across sub-Saharan 

Africa. The BLSA Secretarybird Conservation 

Project started in 2011 and has tracked the 

movements of 13 immature birds around South 

Africa using GPS telemetry. Mortality rates of 

young raptors are known to be high globally and 

this project has seen no exception, with five 

confirmed mortalities and a further three 

suspected deaths during the study. The most 

recent of these was Kwezi who died at the age of 

six months after colliding with overhead 

electrical cables on a transmission line only 26 

km from her nest near Besters, KwaZulu-Natal. 

Southern Africa’s Secretarybird population is in 

trouble, and urgent steps need to be taken to 

ensure that these regal birds which stride across 

the African grasslands do not become another 

statistic of lost biodiversity in the ever-

increasing global crisis. 

The transmission structure that killed Kwezi 

Photo: Carina Coetzer
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Chisamba emerging as overall winner with his painting of 

the Collared Sunbird. “This event is instrumental in helping 

Zambians learn about BWZ and its role in Zambia’s 

conservation efforts. It also creates awareness about the 

importance of conservation”, said  programme manager, 

Chaona Phiri.

Since 1969, the organisation has implemented a wide 

range of conservation programmes and initiatives on birds 

and their habitats.  Some of the past projects include the 

Norwegian Ornithological Society-funded project to set up 

IBAs and a European Commission-funded project to train 

Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas monitors. BWZ has 

also contributed to the Zambia National Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan (2015-2025) with support from the 

Civil Society Environment Fund.

Currently, it is involved in a number of projects across the 

country, including the Isdell-funded vulture and Zambian Barbet conservation project. It is also implementing a project on 

biological control of Kariba weed in the Lukanga Swamp IBA funded by the Darwin Initiative, and the vulture safe zones 

project along the Luangwa River funded by the National Geographic Society, among others. In future, BWZ plans on 

expanding safe vulture zones in the country, transforming IBA into KBAs (Key Biodiversity Areas) and increasing its 

capacity in communication, advocacy and education to boost conservation efforts.

Lewis Kihumba

for the art competition 

Children engrossed in drawing birds 

Photo: Chaona Phiri

http://www.birdlife.org.za/what-we-do/terrestrial-bird-conservation/what-we-do/wetlands-grasslands/secretarybird/

melissa.whitecross@birdlife.org.za

BLSA would like to acknowledge the generous funding and support provided by the Airports Company of South Africa 

and Petra Diamonds, both previous BirdLife International Species Champions for the Secretarybird, as well as the Ingula 

Partnership, a collaboration between 

Eskom, Middelpunt Wetland trust  

and BLSA, for their support of the 

Raptors & Large Terrestrial Birds 

Project Manager. We would also like 

to acknowledge the assistance 

offered by numerous land owners, 

v o l u n t e e r s ,  b i r d  c l u b s  a n d 

conservation authorities across South 

Africa. 

Dr Melissa Whitecross 
For more information contact: 

011 789 1122 or 082 452 6021 

The preliminary results from this study have been collated into a recent publication by Melissa in Ostrich – Journal of 

African Ornithology titled Dispersal dynamics of juvenile Secretarybirds Sagittarius serpentarius in southern Africa. 

Future work for the project will include an assessment of suitable habitat conditions for Secretarybirds using the telemetry 

data and the over 600 observations collected during the Bird of the Year BirdLasser Challenge, where members of the 

public have been encouraged to submit their Secretarybird sightings during 2019 (see image below).

been sighted in the immediate area, including endangered Cape Vultures, so mitigation will be critical to prevent further 

mortalities from the powerline. 

Recent studies have shown declines of between 70-80% of Secretarybirds across southern Africa (Hofmeyr et al. 2014, 

Taylor et al. 2015, Garbett et al. 2018). Melissa suggests that “Secretarybirds, other raptors and large terrestrial birds are 

already under pressure due to the high levels of habitat loss they have experienced across the region. This, coupled with 

the high mortality rates of young Secretarybirds, is a concerning factor when considering their long-term survival and 

conservation. If young birds are not making it successfully into the breeding population, we will see the knock-on impact 

of this with a future population crash”. BLSA is working hard to secure safe areas within the grassland biome through 

biodiversity stewardship to protect suitable habitat for these flagship species. The organisation will continue to work 

towards improving the understanding of the ecology of these charismatic birds and furthering their conservation 

throughout the sub-region. 

Linking SABAP2 reporting rates 

to bird density estimates

BirdWatch Zambia celebrates a conservation milestone

“BWZ has done a lot of conservation work over the last 50 years and it is good to showcase our conservation successes 

through different projects and initiatives that we have undertaken over the years.” said BWZ board chairman Makando 

Sinyama.

The celebrations also included a school art competition which drew together various students from 11 schools. This 

competition involved a drawing of birds found in Zambia, with 11-year-old Jack Harrison from Martin House School in 

ON 31 August and 1 September 2019, BirdWatch Zambia (BWZ), the BirdLife International partner in Zambia, marked a 

milestone, celebrating 50 years of conservation in the country. The two-day event held at East Park Mall in Lusaka, 

brought together over 1,700 participants. BirdWatch Zambia’s works and achievements over the last 50 years were 

presented to the guests. The highlight was an exhibition of BWZ’s history and how that history has informed current 

projects and activities. These included an Atlas of Zambian Birds and Important Bird Areas book. In addition, guests had 

the opportunity of learning more about BWZ’s current projects, such as the vulture safe zones initiative. 

“I am excited to see the Zambian Barbet, a unique bird only found in Zambia, and know more about the movements and 

activities of a tracked vulture. I did not know the importance of vultures in the environment like this”, remarked an eager 

event participant Mwiza Nguzu.
2For example, density estimates of Cape Rockjumper are between 1–5 individuals per km  across their range, Cape 

2White-eye occur at a density of 40–50 individuals/km  in Fynbos, while Lark-like Bunting occurs at a density of 20-500 
2individuals/km . By comparison, SABAP2 reporting rates are 5-15% for Cape Rockjumper, 50-60% for Cape White-eyes 

BIRD conservationists regularly face the following two question ow many species do you have in an area, such as an s - h

Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA), and how many individuals of a species? The first question can be answered 

relatively easily using data from the Southern African Bird Atlas Project 2 (SABAP2). However, answering the second 

question is a bit more problematic as we do not count the number of birds seen when atlasing. The theory is that we can use 

reporting rates to answer this question in part, but it still needs work. This is precisely what Dr Alan Lee recently did and he 

shared some of his thoughts in a blog post (see ). He agreed that we can share the post https://bluehillescape.blogspot.com

with our bird club members. Although a bit technical, the overall message is a simple one; the SABAP2 data are extremely 

valuable for so many reasons, so please consider becoming an atlaser! If you need more information about the project,  

please visit the SABAP2 website ( )  or email Sanjo Rose at . http://sabap2.adu.org.za/ sabap2@birdlife.org.za

Blog Post by Dr Alan Lee

Introduction

Reporting rate is the most commonly used abundance measure derived from SABAP2 data and reflects how many times a 

species appears per pentad, or set of pentads. Intuitively, species with high reporting rates should be more abundant, i.e. 

have a higher density, measured as the number of individuals per unit area. But reporting rate might also be influenced by 

differences in the ease with which species are detected. Factors that might affect detection rate in addition to abundance 

include bird size, sentinel and vocal behaviour, as well as the habitat in which a species occurs.

http://melissa.whitecross@birdlife.org.za
https://bluehillescape.blogspot.com/
http://sabap2.adu.org.za/
mailto:sabap2@birdlife.org.za
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Dr Alan Lee 

Ernst Retief 

Sanjo Rose 

and 15-25% for Lark-like Buntings. Larger, louder birds also tend 

to have higher reporting rates compared to their densities: Karoo 

Korhaan for instance has a reporting rate of 35-40%, despite 
2occurring at a density of 1-2/km . So, while reporting rates broadly 

reflect densities, these relationships are confounded by habitat, 

size and life-history traits. This means we can’t just compare 

reporting rates between species to say one species is more 

common. But what about within one species’ range? Does higher 

reporting rate in some locations mean the species is more common 

there? Recently I explored the relationship between density and 

reporting rate in pentads for several species in the southern Karoo 

region. Our team calculated pentad-specific density estimates for 

49 species and compared these to reporting rates, finding a good 

match for 75% of these. That means for a given species, as a 

general rule, higher reporting rate generally means the species 

is more common.

But what about the exceptions to the rule? The species for 

which there was no clear link between reporting rate and 

abundance were generally the most common species. This is because they have high reporting rates, and reporting rate has 

an upper threshold of 100%. However, density estimates have no upper limit: for Cape Sparrow a reporting rate of 100% 

can mean a density estimate of 2, 10 or 50. The only way to get around this is to have many, many cards for a set of pentads 

(a hundred or more), where the required details then become apparent. A repercussion of this is that, for common species 

with high reporting rates, we may not be able to detect declines using SABAP2 data. Generally, though, the implications 

for this are that we can have greater confidence in the information derived from SABAP2 in terms of what reporting rates 

are telling us for a species. For instance, consistent declines in reporting rate over time are likely due to local declines in 

density: as long as we are consistent in our atlasing efforts.

With SABAP2 rolling forward, it also means that nearly all information required to make decisions regarding a species 

conservation status using IUCN 

criteria can now be acquired 

from SABAP2 data: range sizes 

and population trends, and for 

some species, population sizes. 

That is a great achievement, 

which anyone who has ever 

submitted a list to SABAP2 

can be proud of, although there 

are certainly species for which 

field work will be required: 

Hottentot Buttonquail being a 

case in point. 
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Figure 1: The SABAP2 website now displays 

reporting rate as a gradient, which allows one 

to get an idea of abundance within a range: in 

this case red indicates high abundance, while 

pink indicates low abundance.

2upwards of 20 birds per km

to 100%, then density estimates in this case could be ANY figure 

Figure 2: This chart illustrates the theoretical relationship for a hypothetical 

species, where increasing reporting rate is correlated with increasing real 

abundance in pentads across the species range. However, the species 

reaches an upper density threshold where this relationship fails to provide 

more information on abundance: when reporting rates reach levels close 

3. Next step is to click on your name which will now appear in yellow on the top menu and then select “My Data”.

6. Have a look at the other columns where you can view the species recorded on full protocol cards or on ad hoc cards, 

as well as the number of times you have recorded them – see the “FP Records” column. Clicking on the column header will 

quickly sort the column, making it easy to find a specific species. For example, my data list shows that I have recorded 

Laughing Dove 786 times while the Cape Turtle-Dove is a close second at 776. Scrolling down you can also see which 

species you have only recorded once. The same can be done for species recorded on ad hoc cards. 

1. Go to http://sabap2.adu.org.za/

FOR most birders, building a life list is part-and-parcel of their birding hobby. For some, that is what their hobby is all 

about, chasing new species to grow their life list. Others have a more casual approach: they will add new species if they see 

them, but will not be too bothered if the list remains dormant. However, experienced birders will also know that, on 

occasion, the validity of a person’s life list will be questioned, sometimes with reason, but, in my opinion, mostly 

unreasonably so. However, that is a debate best left for another time! However, did you know that as a SABAP2 atlaser, 

you can also build a life list: an atlas life list! And what is even better, it is a vetted list, so people will not be able to criticise 

your list that easily. 

2. Click on “Log in” at the top menu and on the next page enter your login details (if you do not know your login details, 

email us at ).sabap2@birdlife.org.za

I recently received a nice email from Dr Alan Lee on this topic. He writes “when I was 12 years old and just getting into 

birding our family did an overland safari to the Okavango Swamps. After two weeks I came back with a species list of over 

300. That was with Robert’s 5, and no playback, and no apps with calls. So MAYBE it was possible to get that many 

species, but should all those (over-enthusiastic) identifications be counted towards my lifelist? Today I am not so sure 

about all those IDs, so most probably not. That is one of the great benefits to me of using BirdLasser to submit my data to 

SABAP2. There are some checks and balances in BirdLasser to make sure that I do not enter birds incorrectly, and then 

there is also the out-of-range (ORF) system to make sure that the records I entered are valid. I vaguely remember a ‘lifelist’ 

of more than 600 by the time I hit university. But what I can be sure of is that the 454 species I’ve seen so far in SA, 

according to the BirdLasser life list function, since I started using the app 2-3 years ago to submit my data to SABAP2, is a 

far better indication of what I’ve really seen”.

How does a SABAP2 life list work? Alasers will know that all records submitted to SABAP2 go through a vetting 

process. For unusual records you are required to submit motivations via the out-of-range forms process. All accepted 

records are assigned to your atlasing profile and therefore contribute to your atlasing life list. Where can you check your 

atlas life list? Easy. Follow these steps:

5. Below the map are more menu items to help you explore your data. For your atlas life list, select the “Species” tab. A 

page with a table will load. This table contains all the species which you have seen since participating in SABAP2. In other 

words, your SABAP2 life list! So, as indicated above, only species which have been vetted and adjudicated will appear 

here. To see the total number of species recorded, scroll down and check the number of the last species in the “Spp 

column”. 

4. The next page will show a map of southern Africa and all the pentads you have atlased. To view pentads atlassed in 

the rest of Africa, you simply zoom out using the ‘+/-’ symbols in the bottom right corner. There is also additional 

information about the number of cards you have submitted and for how many pentads. 

Figure 1: Table of species seen during SABAP2 with the species seen the most at the top.

http://sabap2.adu.org.za/
mailto:sabap2@birdlife.org.za
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The trip occurred on a Saturday morning with a 

fair amount of wind and choppy seas, sandwiched 

between strong winds the previous night and later the 

same day. Noteworthy species recorded on the way 

out were Shy Albatross, Great-winged Petrel and a 

single Soft-plumaged Petrel. One of us spotted a 

storm petrel flashing past but it could not be identified 

to species.

But things got even better when a Black-bellied Storm Petrel flitted into the chum patch. This was only the 15th record 

of this species off the KZN coast. We watched in disbelief as more and more of these relatively chunky storm petrels 

arrived until, by the time we left, there were about 20 present. The previous highest total recorded at any one time was 

seven birds, so this was a landmark 

occasion. Black-bellied Storm Petrels 

seem to  be  ma in ly  ( l ike ly  even 

exclusively) passage migrants off the 

South African coast, especially when 

apparently moving south during August-

November, mainly September, so again 

our timing was right on the button. But 

what was particularly amazing, indeed 

unique, was that not a single Wilson's 

Storm Petrel came to the chum. Normally 

th i s  ub iqu i tous  s to rm pe t re l  f a r 

outnumbers others of its kin in these 

circumstances.

IT’S been many years since BirdLife Port Natal has 

arranged a pelagic trip off Durban. 2019, however, is 

the 70th anniversary of the club and provided an 

excellent opportunity to put this right as part of the 

year-long celebrations of this momentous milestone. 

The planned date of the trip was 7 September but this 

had to be moved to 28 September to accommodate the 

weather gods. The extra wait was well worth it.

After a few hours and replete with a 

surfeit of good seabird sightings we were 

about to head back to harbour when 

suddenly a ghostly grey apparition 

dropped into the middle of the chum slick. 

A Grey Petrel! Only the fifth record of this 

Arriving at our chum spot we duly heaved the 

required overboard and awaited results. We were not 

to be disappointed as the numbers and diversity of 

tubenoses slowly built up around the chum slick. White-chinned Petrel and Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, as always, 

were the most abundant species but good numbers of Great-winged Petrel, a few Cape Gannets and a single Shy Albatross 

also pitched up. There was major excitement as perhaps as many as 20 Soft-plumaged Petrels made an appearance, 

allowing close-up and extended views of this pretty and aerially dynamic Pterodroma. The two prime months for this 

species off KwaZulu-Natal are August and September, so we had our timing just right.

BirdLife Port Natal pelagic – back in business!
However, many birders not only keep a life list, but also a year list, a list of all the species seen in a year. You can also get 

such a list of the SABAP2 website. 

2. The first row shows you how many species you have recorded in each calendar year since the project started. Note 

that these records are only for species recorded on Full Protocol cards.

1. Click on the “Species by year” menu item under the map. 

3. If you click on a column header of a year, for example “2019”, it will sort the species according to the number of 

times you have seen the species in the calendar year. An easy way to find which species you have not seen is to have a look 

at the species with a zero against it. However, this only compares the sightings against your previous years, so be careful 

how you use the data.

7. Clicking on the “Latest FP” header will sort the birds in the order  of when you have last seen them.

So, while the atlas project is first and foremost about collecting quality bird distribution data which can be used for 

conservation purposes, you can also use your data profile to keep track of your own life list. Enjoy your atlasing!

Ernst Retief

Figure 2: Table of species seen per year. Only the columns for 2016-2019 are shown, 

but you can get this data from 2007 when the project started.

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

A SHORT reminder that Birding Big Day will be held 

on 30 November this year. For more information see 

https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-

big-day-2019/ 

It is important to remember that you need to register 

at this link: https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-

us/events/birding-big-day-2019/birding-big-day-2019-

entry-form/ 

A new feature of this year's BBD is that we will also 

have provincial challenges. We hope that this will level 

the playing field a bit. For more information see the link 

above.  

If you have any questions you are more than welcome 

to contact me. 

ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za

Manager: Data and Spatial Planning

BirdLife South Africa

Ernst Retief

082 325 6608

Play along by entering your data
on BirdLasser

TEAMS are invited to log their sightings on the mobile app 

BirdLasser. The sightings will automatically be displayed 

on a dedicated BirdLasser Birding Big Day event page 

(https://www.birdlasser.com/events/bbd2019). In order to 

participate, one member of the team must enter the data on 

BirdLasser while birding. 

During the day, the challenge page will automatically 

update as teams record their sightings, thus adding to the 

excitement of the day. Progress will be reported in social 

and other media. For more information about BirdLasser, 

visit www.birdlasser.com or email 

support@birdlasser.com.

For the first time we will also have provincial BBD 

counts. All participants will be loaded in each of the nine 

provincial BirdLasser events and scores will be kept as to 

how many species each team record in a province. Please 

note this will only be available for teams using BirdLasser.

A Soft-plumaged Petrel seen on the day – one of the 

most attractive and aerially dynamic seabird species.

Photo: David Allan

One of an unprecedented 20-or-so 

Black-bellied Storm Petrels attracted to the chum.

Photo: David Allan

https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-big-day-2019/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-big-day-2019/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-big-day-2019/birding-big-day-2019-entry-form/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-big-day-2019/birding-big-day-2019-entry-form/
https://www.birdlife.org.za/support-us/events/birding-big-day-2019/birding-big-day-2019-entry-form/
http://ernst.retief@birdlife.org.za
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Indeed, that is an apt description, 

but thankfully, that’s not the case. 

Adult Trumpeters all display a 

reddish or deep pink colour to the 

“blunt” or rear end to their casques. 

This growth tissue is more prominent 

in males, but because the rear end to the casque is usually concealed by feathers, it is not often seen. 

Image 6: Even young birds such as this immature male 

shows the red/pink casque patch.

The interesting part about the reddish rear end to the casque is that it’s not a 

seasonal phenomenon, as the reddish colour doesn’t change in brightness or 

intensity between breeding and non-breeding seasons. Photos show that the rear 

casque end is as red in the winter months as it is during the breeding season and 

almost matches the colour of their facial skin. Trumpeter Hornbills are unique in 

this respect. No other hornbills in Africa show this rear-end casque colouration, 

although Silvery-cheeked Hornbills seem to show very slight rear casque 

colouration when 

breeding, but this isn’t present in the non-breeding season. 

Image 3: Looking at male Trumpeters from side-on, the 

reddish rear end to the casque is often difficult to detect. It’s 

usually covered by feathers, as with this bird collecting mud to 

plaster its nest entrance (end October).

Image 2: A male preening a female in mid-winter shows the 

pinkish rear end to its casque. 

Image 5: A mature female showing an aged, well worn bill, 

and typically, a short “half-length” casque (October). The 

reddish casque patch is partially visible.

Image 1: A mature male with a well-worn casque that reaches the tip of its bill (August). Note the serrated bill that 

enables it to get a better grip on hard slippery fruit and prey such as woodlice and 

millipedes. 

AN observant birder from the 

KwaZulu-Natal south coast, Hazel 

Nevin, recently inquired whether the 

male Trumpeter Hornbill she’d 

pho tographed  had  an  in ju ry, 

remarking that the “wound” at the 

back of the casque, looked raw.

Image 4: However, when the crown feathers are slightly 

lowered, the reddish rear end to the casque is visible (end 

October).The reddish casque patch is more difficult to detect 

in females as the casque doesn’t protrude as high as in males.

H. Dieter Oschadleus

Checking my notes, I realised that I had visited this colony nearly 11 years previously. On 19 December 2008, I had also 

photographed a Hadeda nest (with 2 Hadedas) in the same Village Weaver colony (PHOWN 1453). The weaver colony 

was active with about 11 nests. This time, the Hadeda nest was very close to several weaver nests. This nest association 

record was overlooked in Oschadleus (2017). 

 Mark Brown also photographed this colony (PHOWN 1938) on 23 

September 2011, but did not note the presence of a Hadeda nest nor is a 

Hadeda visible in the photos. However, Hadedas may have started 

breeding in this colony at a later date, or inside the canopy where they 

may not have been easily visible from across the dam.

It is to be expected that the Village Weavers bred in every year in the 

same tree (as well as in other colonies in the Gardens). It is possible that 

Hadedas have been breeding in this colony in several, if not all, the 

intervening years from 2008 to 2019. The Hadeda-Village Weaver 

association at the Botanical Gardens appears to be the longest-running 

nesting association documented between Hadedas and a weaver species 

(over the course of 11 years), even if breeding did not occur in every year. 

Leatherbarrow (2006) noted a Hadeda nest for 8 years in a Gauteng 

garden and mentioned Masked Weavers breeding in the same tree – it is 

not clear if these weavers were nesting in the same tree for all 8 years, 

although this is possible. 

doschadleus@gmail.com

ON 13 October 2019, I photographed an active Hadeda nest (see Birdpix 94699) in a Village Weaver colony (PHOWN 

29032), at the National Botanical Gardens in Pietermaritzburg. The weaver colony of some 38 nests was in a large tree 

over a small dam near a bridge. The Hadeda nest was a bit higher than the weaver nests, and more inside the canopy of the 

tree. An adult and juvenile Hadeda were photographed on the nest. Hadedas and weavers appear to nest together in a 

protective association (Oschadleus 2017).
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The long haul home was also rewarding 

with one, probably two, Wilson’s Storm 

Petrels finally gracing us with their presence. 

Three Subantarctic (Brown) Skuas gave us 

close-up views as we approached the harbour 

mouth and, even closer in, an early Parasitic 

Jaeger rose out the water and flapped off.

The total number of pelagic seabird species 

recorded on the day was 10, above the average 

for these trips of 7-8. After such a great 

“come-back”, hopefully there will be regular 

BirdLife Port Natal pelagic trips to follow up 

on this one.

species in KZN waters and a national rarity. 

By far the best bird of the day.

David Allan
Curator of Birds

(with White-chinned Petrels in the background).

BELOW: The best bird of the day – KZN’s fifth Grey Petrel 

Photo: David Allan

Hadeda and Village Weaver nesting association

with the Hadeda nest in the same tree.

Photos: H. Dieter Oschadleus

ABOVE: The weaver colony 
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but our fears soon vanished, and we got on well, with much laughter and many 

entertaining conversations.

Anne Price

We took four days to travel to the Zambian border, crossing into Botswana at 

Stockport, and Zambia on the Kazangula ferry. The impressive suspension bridge 

being built there is due to be finished in early 2020, bringing much relief to all 

travellers, especially the truck drivers. 

In most of the places we camped in Zambia we stayed two or three 

nights, often in beautiful, peaceful, remote places, including Kasanka, 

Benguelu, Mutinondo, Kapisha Springs and North and South 

Luangwa. The weather was warm and dry every day and some of our 

party enjoyed an after-lunch snooze on most days. They claimed they 

were spotting vultures, but judge for yourself. 

Howick

Our route was customised to fit the birders’ opinions of the best places to see as 

many “lifers” (first-time seen birds) as possible. In other words, Warwick and Sean 

worked on the route with the very accommodating Karin and Craig, and the rest of 

us were happy to go anywhere! We saw 318 different bird species on the trip, with 

Sean and Warwick rewarded with more than 30 lifers each, and many more for the 

rest of us. Depending on how good our memories were at recalling whether or not 

we had seen the bird before, some were classified as “re-lifers”.

Included in the lifers that we hoped to see was the prehistoric looking, elusive 

and rare Shoebill Stork. Standing at just under 1.5 m, it lives in swampy marshes, so 

we needed water in the accessible parts of the Benguelu swamp to have any chance of seeing one. Fortunately for us, the 

rainy season had been good in the north, and there was lots of lovely, knee deep mud for us to tramp through.

Travelling from North to South Luangwa, we needed to cross the 

Luangwa River on a pontoon bridge. Three months after the end of the rainy season, the river had dropped significantly, 

but it was still high enough for the pontoon bridge to float, but not with a heavy Land Rover on it. Despite the lurking 

crocodiles, the enterprising people working the pontoon got to work digging out enough of the sandy bottom to provide 

sufficient draft for the vehicles to cross. It looked a bit precarious, but the Nelsons are used to driving in the bush.

We all returned home with our heads full of memories of the places, 

experiences, birds and animals we had seen and the people we had met 

and enjoyed, grateful for the logistical expertise and the extensive 

knowledge that Karin and Craig so generously shared with us.

One of the enjoyable aspects of travelling is eating out in the bush, and on this trip we ate exceptionally well. Karin and 

Craig produced unfailingly delicious meals and none of us ever went hungry. Meat was bought frozen and supplemented 

in towns where the Nelsons know where to buy it. For fresh fruit, 

vegetables and bread, we stopped at roadside markets, and small stalls in 

remote villages. Craig cooked bread a couple of times when it was in 

short supply. Best of all, in the eyes of some of our group, were the 

addictive doughnuts that are sold on the roadside, visible in transparent 

white buckets. Long before the daily tea stops eyes were scanning the 

roadside searching for doughnuts.

The first five nights of our trip were spent in chalets and the remaining 24 camping. Our canvas tents were almost large 

enough to stand in (well, for me, anyway) and consequently very 

comfortable, but not the lightest or simplest to erect. Karin 

demonstrated the process, which we copied with varying success but, 

by helping one another, we all became reasonably proficient. Taking 

them down and packing them into their bags proved to be much more 

problematic for some of us. Well, me in particular. I only managed to 

get full packing marks from Craig on Day 29.

Crossing the Luangwa River

Photos: Anne Price

Sean and Warwick indulging 

in postprandial contemplation

Shoebill, Benguela Swamp, 

August 2019

Next time you find yourself standing near Trumpeter 

Hornbills, salute these remarkable creatures. My world would 

definitely be a lot poorer without them.

Image 9: At a distance, immature males are difficult to 

separate from adult females. The immature male on the left has 

a more robust (and growing) casque than the mature female on 

the right that has a blunt front end to the casque.

Image 8: These rufous-coloured feathers vary in intensity 

and with age.

Hugh Chittenden

(All photographs taken by Hugh)

Image 11: Finally, as they say, “beauty is in the eye of the 

beholder”!

Image 7: Unlike many other hornbill species that have relatively smooth, shiny looking bills, those of the Trumpeter are 

rough-looking, often well-worn and even flaky. The only time that you’ll ever see a ‘clean’ and polished-looking bill on a 

Trumpeter is when the juveniles have recently emerged from nest incarceration. Their bills are paler than adults and have a  

shiny, glossy appearance. The juveniles also display rufous-coloured forecrown feathers for the first few years after 

fledging. 

I thank Alan Kemp for useful comments.

Mtunzini

Image 10: Damage to mandibles isn’t infrequent; I have 

twice seen adults with broken bills. Remarkably, this 

unfortunate individual was still able to feed itself. 
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BIRD TRIP 

The Ambers participants were Margie and Warwick Fraser, Anne Price and Sean Glynn – who, despite clear 

instructions on what to bring, managed to almost fill the back of one Land Rovers with his sleeping bag, pillows and 

clothing, especially hats. We probably all had a few misgivings about spending a month together with seven other people, 

Nelson Safaris supplied all the camping equipment, provided and cooked all the meals, managed and paid for all the 

border crossings, as well as all the fuel and costs of the transport. So all we guests had to bring was our personal gear, 

including a sleeping bag and pillow. Our duties were limited to erecting, taking down and packing up our personal tents, 

and washing all the dishes in pairs daily.

EARLY on 1 August this year four residents from the Ambers estate in Howick, two Durbanites, and Karin and Craig 

Nelson of Nelson Safaris packed ourselves and all our luggage into two Land Rovers and set off for a month-long trip to 

Zambia. Karin and Craig did all the driving, while we six passengers moved one seat each day, so getting a front seat view 

and a bit more legroom every three days. 

Going in search of lifers in Zambia
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Vumbuka Nature Reserve

Photos: Adam Cruickshank

The Sapphire Coast Birding Route must be one of 

South Africa’s best-kept birding secrets. The route 

winds along the upper South Coast of KwaZulu-Natal, 

stretching from the eziMbokodweni River in the 

North, to the aMahlongwa River in the South and 

about nine kilometres inland from the coast. With 

everything from coastal birds, to forest specials to 

soaring raptors, this stretch has it all. Close on 270 

species of birds have been recorded, with rarities and 

out-of-range species reported on more than one 

occasion.

The Amanzimtoti Sports Centre allows birders to 

walk alongside the Amanzimtoti estuary on well-

maintained trails. The Amanzimtoti Sports Centre, 

Amanzimtoti Cycle Club and Toti Conservancy do a 

The northerly reserves on the route, Umbogavango 

Nature Reserve and Vumbuka Nature Reserve, are both found within the Umbogintwini industrial complex. Both 

reserves are conservation areas that were the result of waste disposal dams being transformed. Umbogavango has trails 

that lead through exotic and coastal forest as well as dams. The reserve also has three bird hides overlooking the various 

water habitats. Umbogavango has a wide variety of species including Natal Spurfowl, Violet-backed Starling, 

Tambourine Dove, Green Twinspot, African Firefinch, as well as many raptor species such as Crowned Eagle, Black 

Sparrowhawk, and Long-crested Eagle. If one takes a short drive, Vumbuka is another gem that rises from within the 

factories in the industrial park. A walk through the forests filled with indigenous trees provides one with the opportunity to 

encounter many KZN forest specials such as White-starred Robin, White-browed Robin-Chat and in winter, the Spotted 

Ground Thrush. To visit the reserves, book in advance on 031 949 2081.

Just across the road is the Amanzimtoti Bird Sanctuary. This small park makes up for its size with the potential to see 

many birds. The sanctuary has lost a bit of its glory from former years, with much of the infrastructure not being 

maintained and unfortunately in a dilapidated state, but with the species that are seen on a regular basis, it is still well worth 

visiting. The park has a few easy walking trails that wind around the small dam in the coastal forest. Over the years, it has 

continuously delivered special birds, including Mangrove Kingfisher, Half-collared Kingfisher, Green Twinspot, White-

backed Night Heron, Palm-nut Vulture and the annual winter visitor, Spotted Ground Thrush. The sanctuary is a great 

location to see Malachite Kingfisher, Mountain Wagtail, Black-throated Wattle-eye, Olive Woodpecker and White-eared 

Barbet. The size of the park increases the chance of seeing many special species on a morning walk. It is often used  over 

weekends for picnics and braais, so it is best visited either during the week or early on weekend mornings.  

COASTAL forest, grasslands, beaches, estuaries and 

lush winding hills are all ingredients that provide a rich 

buffet for  birders to explore and “feast” on the birds 

that these varied habitats promise to deliver.

A short drive from the park is the Amanzimtoti  

Estuary. The estuary and beach, depending on the 

season, allows one to potentially see Pink-backed 

Pelican, Giant Kingfisher, Grey Plover, Sandwich 

Tern, Caspian Tern, Swift Tern and Goliath Heron, as 

well as both Reed and White-breasted Cormorant. The 

estuary provides great sightings both from the car park 

as well as the beach, and its accessibility means that it 

is easy to do a quick “stop and look”. This site is best to 

visit in summer when the migrant birds return. Be sure 

to carefully look through the terns and waders in 

summer, as there may just be a special bird in the mix.

great job keeping the trails maintained with their small but dedicated 

workforce. Even though the sports centre is right in the middle of the 

town, once you walk onto the trails it feels like you are far away from any 

urban location. The trails host many birds including Cardinal and 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, Mountain 

Wagtail, Pied Wagtail, and in winter the Spotted Ground Thrush. The 

area is relatively safe to walk as it is well used by everyone, from people 

walking dogs to cyclists exploring the maze of trails that wind through 

this small piece of natural habitat.

The Sapphire Coast Birding Route allows one to 

see great birdlife in its diverse habitats within a 

comfortable travelling distance from KZN’s other 

famous birding spots. It is truly an important gateway 

to KZN’s birding.

The Burchell’s Coucal Eco trail, one of the most popular local birding spots, lies inland on the north bank of the iLovu 

estuary at the Illovo Business Park. You will need to sign in to access the trails, which ensures that those using the trails are 

safe. The trails that wind along the banks of the estuary allow one to see Water Thick-knee, Little Bee-eater, White-

Fronted Bee-eater, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, Broad-tailed Warbler, Pygmy Kingfisher, Spotted Eagle-Owl, 

Western Barn Owl and some great African Fish Eagle sightings up close. When entering the trails at the gate, be sure to 

take some time to scan the water carefully for African Finfoot that has been seen on more than one occasion. The trails are 

also one of the best local areas on the upper South Coast for raptor sightings of Black Sparrowhawk, Crowned Eagle, 

Black-chested Snake Eagle and even the occasional European Honey Buzzard.

The southernmost point of this birding route is 

located around Renishaw Chapel, where this small 

hidden-away area is well known for its Crowned 

Eagle nest and Trumpeter Hornbills. It is easy to 

access and is one of the spots that many local birders 

frequent because of the great birding that is on offer.

Once one travels further south, the iLovu Estuary provides two great 

birding locations. The iLovu Estuary mouth is a fantastic spot for 

various tern species, African Oystercatchers, White-fronted Plover and 

Sanderling. If one visits the mouth either in the morning or in the 

afternoon, it’s not uncommon to see large flocks of terns huddled 

together and flying around feeding. The late afternoon, just before 

sunset, provides great light for photographing these stunning birds in 

flight, with the soft sunlight being well-positioned over your shoulder as 

the birds fly over the waves. Slightly inland from the mouth one can see 

Western Osprey and, at times, Palm-nut Vulture. The park alongside the 

estuary, at times, can be a birder’s delight with various sunbirds, 

weavers, and African Olive Pigeon feeding on the fruit in the trees.

Adam Cruickshank

The Umkomaas area, a little further south on the coastline also provides some magical birding. Empisini Nature 

Reserve is 120 hectares of natural vegetation, which has a superb forest area that is rich in birdlife including Narina 

Trogan, Knysna Turaco, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, African Emerald Cuckoo, 

Trumpeter Hornbill and African Black Duck.  A few kilometres inland from Umkomaas lies the KwaCele Tribal 

Authority Valley area. Dust roads wind through grasslands that are teeming with bird species. The area is good for 

Gorgeous Bushshrike, Grey-headed Bushshrike, Orange-breasted Bushshrike and Mountain Wagtail, as well as being 

prime raptor territory, with the mountain tops allowing one to see these majestic birds up close in flight. Black-chested 

Snake Eagle, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Lanner Falcon, Peregrine Falcon, Long-crested Eagle and Jackal Buzzard are amongst 

others that can be seen. This valley area is perfect for packing a picnic basket, slowly driving along the roads and taking in 

the stunning scenery.

For more information about the Sapphire Coast 
Birding Route email 
sapphirecoastbirding@gmail.com

The trails along the estuary at the 
Amanzimtoti Sports Centre are well maintained

Sapphire coast is a gem of a location

BIRDING DESTINATION

22 June 2019
Caspian Tern, iLovu Estuary, 

The iLovu Estuary

mailto:sapphirecoastbirding@gmail.com
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Adam Cruickshank

The Umkomaas area, a little further south on the coastline also provides some magical birding. Empisini Nature 

Reserve is 120 hectares of natural vegetation, which has a superb forest area that is rich in birdlife including Narina 

Trogan, Knysna Turaco, Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, African Emerald Cuckoo, 

Trumpeter Hornbill and African Black Duck.  A few kilometres inland from Umkomaas lies the KwaCele Tribal 

Authority Valley area. Dust roads wind through grasslands that are teeming with bird species. The area is good for 

Gorgeous Bushshrike, Grey-headed Bushshrike, Orange-breasted Bushshrike and Mountain Wagtail, as well as being 

prime raptor territory, with the mountain tops allowing one to see these majestic birds up close in flight. Black-chested 

Snake Eagle, Wahlberg’s Eagle, Lanner Falcon, Peregrine Falcon, Long-crested Eagle and Jackal Buzzard are amongst 

others that can be seen. This valley area is perfect for packing a picnic basket, slowly driving along the roads and taking in 

the stunning scenery.

For more information about the Sapphire Coast 
Birding Route email 
sapphirecoastbirding@gmail.com

The trails along the estuary at the 
Amanzimtoti Sports Centre are well maintained

Sapphire coast is a gem of a location

BIRDING DESTINATION

22 June 2019
Caspian Tern, iLovu Estuary, 

The iLovu Estuary

mailto:sapphirecoastbirding@gmail.com
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Grey Petrel, 28 Setpember, off Durban

Photo: Nicolette Forbes

CHESTNUT-BANDED PLOVER Charadrius pallidus

One, Richards Bay, 2–17 August 2019, 

VERREAUX'S EAGLE-OWL Bubo lacteus

(SA Rare Bird News report).

HAPPY spring to all birders! At last the days are getting 

longer, the birds are more vocal and the migrants are 

returning. Time to get out there and go birding! The rarities 

have been somewhat sparse since the last report, with 

seabirds making up the majority of interest. The old 

faithfuls of the Sooty Tern and the Eurasian Oystercatcher 

at St Lucia have returned, but one of the odder sightings 

was a Lappet-faced Vulture that turned up at the Oribi 

Gorge Vulture Hide.

One, Karkloof conservancy, 8 August 2019 

KZN Rarity

Georg Jacobs and others.

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER 

Haematopus ostralegus

AFRICAN CRAKE Crex egregia

RARITIES

KZN Rarity

National Rarity

One, St Lucia Estuary, 2–15 August 2019, 

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News report).

Up to seven, St Lucia, 19 July – 12 October 2019 

Elmarie Dekker.

HARTLAUB'S GULL Chroicocephalus hartlaubi

One, St Lucia Estuary, 17 August 2019 

GULL-BILLED TERN Gelochelidon nilotica

(SA Rare Bird News report).

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

National Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 2 August – 12 October 2019, 

One, St Lucia estuary, 15 September – 13 October 2019, 
Jason Boyce and others.

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus

(SA Rare Bird News report).

AYRES'S HAWK-EAGLE Hieraaetus ayresii

Fregetta tropica

One, offshore Durban, 

National Rarity

One, Leopard Mountain Lodge, 
Manyoni, 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

One, Mtunzini, 15 September 2019, Bailey Musgrave.

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

One immature, Port Shepstone, 18 July 2019 

(SA Rare Bird News report). 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

One, Sheffield Beach, 18 August 2019 

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD Fregata ariel

(SA Rare Bird News report).

Fifteen, offshore Durban, 28 September 2019, 

David Allan and others.

KZN Rarity

One, Empangeni, 7 September 2019 

David Allan and others.

Georg Jacobs and others.

Up to four, Mziki shareblock, near Phinda Private Game 
Reserve, 27 September – 5 October 2019 

HOODED VULTURE Necrosyrtes monachus

SOUTHERN FULMAR� Fulmarus glacialoides

One, Richards Bay, 20 September 2019 

(SA Rare Bird News).

National Rarity

KZN Rarity

BLACK-BELLIED STORM PETREL 

One, off Port Edward, 

GREY PETREL Procellaria cinerea

RED-HEADED WEAVER 
Anaplectes rubriceps
KZN Rarity

11 October 2019
 (SA Rare Bird News report).

28 September 2019, 

14 September 2019 

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT

The following KZN records have been accepted by the committee since the July 2019 honorary recorder’s report.

KZN Rarities Accepted

One, Westridge, Durban, 25 August 2019, Mike Jackson.

OTHER SIGHTINGS

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Broad-billed Roller

One, Umhlanga Rocks, 16 October 2019, 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

reported by Nicky Forbes.

African Openbill

One, Mount Edgecombe, 12 September 2019 

Lappet-faced Vulture

One, Oribi Gorge Vulture Hide, 28 September 2019, 

Brown Snake-Eagle

Andy Ruffle, Tyron Dall and others.

European Honey Buzzard

The migration has started, with the first record for the 

National Rarities Accepted
The following national rarities recorded in KZN have been accepted by the National Rarities Committee.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here have been submitted 

directly to me or have been posted on the SABirdNet or SA 

Rare Bird News and have not been vetted by any rarities 

committee for validation unless otherwise noted. As such, 

the information presented here should be used with due 

consideration. 

season in Pietermaritzburg on 15 October 2019 

(SA Rare Bird News report).

e-mail: sdavis@smri.org

59 Edmonds Road

DURBAN 4001

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302
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What has been interesting to note is that the cuckoos are 

calling less and are far less active than usual for this time of 

year. This will have something to do with many 

widowbirds and weavers not breeding fully yet. This is the 

latest that I have ever noted so few fully plumaged 

widowbirds this late in spring. (The Village Weavers of 

course seem to be on their own schedule and have been at it 

since late July.) I was surprised during a very good trip to 

Kruger National Park by not seeing a single bishop, widow 

or whydah in breeding plumage in late September.

I AM writing 

t h i s  w h i l e 

watching some 

r e l i e v i n g 

drizzle in the 

midst  of the 

hottest, driest spring experienced in some years (since the 

mid–1980s perhaps). This does not seem to have impacted 

the birding yet, with some really good birding around the 

Midlands.

Kruger really is a destination where you can see 

anything, breeding-plumaged widows aside. Despite the 

drought, I thought that birding was good, and I can honestly 

say that I did not dip on anything that I wanted to see, 

though it was interesting chatting to Kruger locals and 

regulars on how different perceptions are for an irregular 

KZN visitor to Kruger. What was most encouraging to see, 

despite getting used to the volume of human visitors in the 

18 19

CLUB NEWS AND CHAIRS’ CHIRPS

BirdLife
KZN MIDLANDS

the mentorship of Prof Colleen Downs of the Centre for Functional Biodiversity, at the School of Life 
Sciences, University of KwaZulu-Natal, in Pietermaritzburg.

Photos: Crystelle Wilson

‘Down’s Chicks’: The forum was attended by a large group of post-graduate students who are under 

Some speakers at the KZN Bird Forum:

ABOVE: Dr David Ehlers Smith, Dr Yvette Ehlers, 
Thobeka Gumede and Eckhart Buchmann

BELOW: David Allan, Tammy Caine, with Wade 
Whitehead behind her, Dr Melissa Howes-

Whitecross and Brent Coverdale

BirdLife South Africa was represented by Dr Isabel Human and Dr Melissa Howes-Whitecross. Isabel gave us a good 

insight into the governance of BLSA which is part of why it is a successful and well run organisation. Melissa showcased 

some of her Southern Banded Snake Eagle research, which was an excellent example of the sterling conservation work 

that BLSA is doing.

Chair: BLKZNM and Chairs’ Forum

Colin Summersgill

These forums are well worth attending and I would encourage everyone who has the time to attend these. They are held 

twice a year in Howick.

park, was the range of our varied population enjoying the park.

The BirdLife KZN clubs hosted a very successful forum early in October, held for the first time at the Ambers 

Auditorium, for which thanks are due to the Ambers Estate for allowing this. This was a good, comfortable venue which 

easily accommodated the much larger number of attendees than usual. Peter Divall, the forum chair, put together a really 

good programme of speakers with a balanced mix of science, information and display of studies currently happening 

throughout KZN.

The club is winding its way towards year-end with our annual braai coming up and the AGM early in the new year. 

Midlands are in the very fortunate position of having a large, willing and able committee who certainly get along with 

their respective portfolios well. This does make for an active and busy club.

WE will soon be bidding farewell to 2019 and moving into 2020, the last year of 

this decade. The United Nations have announced that 2021-2030 will be the 

Decade of Ecosystem Restoration. This initiative was conceived as a means of 

highlighting the need for greatly increased global cooperation to restore 

degraded and destroyed ecosystems, contributing to efforts to combat climate 

change and safeguard biodiversity, food security and water supply. The problem of the ecological crisis is not a fresh 

theme for conversation, and there is now an urgent imperative to initiate restoration and protection of ecological assets. 

No waiting for 2021 – we all need to get involved, and the adage to “think globally while acting locally” is now more vital 

than ever. anniversary di

As we move out of 2019, we will also be moving out of our 70th anniversary year which had a number of special themed 

events. For the last year of the decade we will be adopting another theme in the new year initiated by a comment from one 

of our newer members.

One of the delightful themed events during September 2019 was the seabird presentation and light dinner held at the 

Point Yacht Club on the evening of  6 September 2019. With the lights of the harbour twinkling in the background, David 

Allan gave a presentation on the seabirds found off Durban to the attendees. 

This was followed by a very exciting pelagic boat trip on 28 September 2019, which set off in fairly rough conditions 

from Durban at 06h00. Eight of the 12 participants were “pelagic virgins” and there were lifers all round. The sightings of 
thSoft-plumaged Petrel and Grey Petrel (only the 5  record for KZN) were highlights. BLPN is planning in future to offer at 

least two of these trips as outings per year for club members.

70th anniversary, celebrating seabirds and the big bird hunt

BirdLife
PORT NATAL

BELOW: Members of the club enjoy the anniversary dinner (left) 

Photos: Nicolette Forbes
and listening to David Allan’s presentation on seabirds (right).
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Image supplied
Herman Bos

We had one new outing to San Lameer Golf Estate, 

with residents Peter and Ann Wright as our tour guides, 

and had many interesting walks around the golf course and 

estate.

Birds of recent interest for the area: a House Crow has 

been sighted in Port Shepstone, a Common Cuckoo was 

seen in Underberg and the first Yellow-billed Kite of the 

season was spotted in late July 2019.

Barrie George Willis

At Vernon Crookes, we had no sighting of the Short-

tailed Pipit which is supposed to be resident at this site. 

Anyone with sightings or knowledge of the whereabouts 

of this pipit can contact me on 039 312 1311.

Stan Culley has erected a new bird hide on Culley’s 

Dam, and we are looking forward to viewing this on our 

outing at the end of October.

We would like to welcome Sapphire Coast Birding 

(satellite of BirdLife Port Natal) to the region.  They are 

under the guidance of Adam Cruickshank.

Report on the recent 

outings of our club on the 

South Coast:

Lake Eland:  88 species; 

Culley’s Dam 67, Burchell’s Coucal Eco Trail: evidence 

from the floods still obvious, 64; Skyline/Uvongo 

Conservancy: includes Scaly-throated Honeyguide and 

Brown Scrub Robin, 34; Vernon Crookes Nature Reserve: 

the highlight was magnificent views of Narina Trogon, 34.

Further details and photographs can be found on our 

blog: www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.com.

Please remember that if you pay your subscription by 

EFT and include a donation for the club, it is important to 

inform BLSA that it is intended for BLPN so that it can 

be correctly allocated. 

Calendar sales

The 2020 calendar sales are going well, with a huge 

number flying off the shelves in the first month of sales. The 

committee particularly would like to thank members Roger 

and Noreen Broomhall for their super effort in selling 50 

calendars (so far!).

Our last outing of the year will be at Springside Nature 

Reserve with the famous grilled sandwiches being on offer 

after the walk. We also have a fun evening planned for our 

last indoor event in December.

End-of-year functions and AGM 

David Allan represented 

B L P N  a t  H e r m a n ’ s 

memorial service and 

spoke of his love for birds 

and conservation. This 

was echoed at the evening 

dinner held at Doone 

Village, where Herman 

was a resident, on 28 

September. This event 

had been planned much 

earlier in the year and 

Herman was to be the 

guest speaker to show his video (made with Guy Gibbon) on 

birding in “green” Namibia (35 minutes long with a music 

soundtrack). As a tribute to Herman, Doone Village took the 

decision to press ahead with event, and David Allan 

presented the video and said a few words as honorary 

president of BLPN. The event was originally set up by 

Herman as a fundraiser for the club. Our heartfelt 

condolences to Jackie, Nick, Chris and family as they 

mourn the loss of a true gentleman.

Thank you for your kind donations 

Donations to BLPN have been gratefully received over 

the past year and we welcome all donations, both large and 

small.  Our thanks go to the following members for their 

generosity during 2019: R50 – R99: MA Blake, H Buzzard, 

AD Dixon, GL Richards, C Hemson, M duTrevou, RL 

Brown. R100 – R499: B Nortje, CW Roodnick. R500 – 

R1000: TJ Coxon. R1000+: M. Stainbank.

The date of our AGM has been set for 15 February 2020, 

and we are very pleased to have BirdLife South Africa CEO 

Mark Anderson as our guest for the meeting. Mark will give 

a presentation after the business part of the event is 

completed. We will have guided walks before the meeting 

and will be hosting a lunch at the end.

Membership

BLPN is pleased to report that membership is on the up and we would like to welcome all the new members to the club.  

Unfortunately, or should we say fortunately, we cannot welcome them all by name because there are 120 of them, but they 

do all receive a welcome pack from the club and many of these new members have been great supporters of the talks and 

walks. We are also extremely pleased to welcome a host of lapsed members back to the club.

Talks, walks and weekends away

The club offers a variety of walks to places familiar and new venues. We have been averaging six outings each month 

and our thanks go to those willing members who regularly act as leaders for these walks – Terry Walls, Sandi du Preez, 

Lesley Frescura, Tyron Dall and Jane and Mike Roseblade. Some slightly different activities are being tried out, with sit-

ins at different venues being well attended and a pop-up nature journaling event in the offing for November. 

Coordinated Waterbird Count (CWAC)

Arnia van Vuuren has continued to provide high-quality input to EIAs and SEAs which are pertinent to bird 

conservation – thank you, Arnia. This is not as easy as it sounds, as there are often long documents to read and letters to 

draft as well as attendance at meetings. Arnia has been busy in a number of areas including the Durban Bay SEA, the 

environment committee overseeing the development of the new container handling areas in the bay, monitoring of the 

runaway fire impact on Bluff Nature Reserve, assessment of the Clairwood wetland offset project and also assisting Rob 

Jamieson to deal with issues relating to development proposals which are raising their heads on D’Moss properties in 

Westville. BLPN has also been registered as an IAP on the Automotive Supplier Park Assessment which is kicking off and 

will be situated west of the N2 between the iLovu and uMsimbazi estuaries.

The objective of CWAC is to monitor South Africa’s water bird populations and the conditions of the wetlands which 

are important for waterbirds. This is done by means of a programme of regular mid-summer and mid-winter censuses at a 

large number of South African wetlands. Regular six-monthly counts are regarded as a minimum standard; however, it is 

recommended that counters survey their wetlands on a more regular basis, as this provides more accurate data. 

From a different perspective the club has scaled up its support of conservation by financial contributions. We are proud 

to announce that BLPN has become a Conservation League member of BLSA. This puts R3,000 into BLSA’s coffers 

towards conservation, and our membership status is reflected on their website as a tribute to the BLPN members’ support 

of the club. During the next two weeks there will be a rollout of a further larger contribution to BLSA’s Southern Banded 

Snake Eagle project. In addition, in recognising the importance of the BirdLasser app as a tool facilitating citizen science 

information for the important SABAP2 project, the club recently donated R4,000 to assist with updates to the app, hosting 

and storing the information. More conservation contributions are in the pipeline.

Indoor meetings at Westville (monthly) and Amanzimtoti and Kloof (bimonthly) continue to have interesting 

presentations for members to learn about birds, their habitats, issues and threats. Please support these events as both the 

speakers, and Jane Morris, the club’s activities co-ordinator, put a lot of effort into their organisation.

Conservation activities

Farewell - Herman Bos (1947 – 2019)

The last themed event under this banner during 2019 was the Big Bird Hunt 2019 which occurred during the month of 

writing this report (October).

CWAC summer survey counts are conducted on a pre-determined suitable date between mid-January to mid-February, 

while winter survey counts are conducted anytime between mid-July to mid-August. During the survey, any birds 

associated with water are counted, e.g. ducks, geese, flamingos, plovers, lapwings, herons, storks, egrets and some of the 

kingfishers. Depending on the site being surveyed, the counting methods may vary. This is a great way to learn more about 

our estuaries and wetlands with experienced birders and do your part for conservation at the same time. The summer 

CWAC counts take place on Sunday 26 January 2020. Please assist with these counts if you can. 

It was with great sadness that we learnt of the passing of Herman Bos, a long time stalwart of BirdLife Port Natal, on 24 

July 2019. He was a gentle and compassionate man who loved birding, was passionate about conservation and not afraid 

to act on his passions and put them into practice. For many years he led bird walks, gave photographic accounts of his 

travels (another of his passions) at our indoor presentations and was actively involved in a number of conservation issues. 

The first record of the Natal Bird Club’s and then BirdLife Port Natal’s involvement in CWAC goes back to the start of 

the programme in 1992. This is an important and core conservation effort of the club, so it is concerning that club members 

are no longer participating in these events. Steve Davis coordinates counts on the uMngeni and Durban Bayhead sites and 

for the last few counts has been left to do this with only the loyal backup of one of our newest members, Anneli Mynhardt.

Members contact details

Some exciting birds are starting to pitch up with the 

summer looming. A Bar-tailed Godwit has had a 

continuous stream of visitors to its location on the 

Amanzimtoti estuary, and reports of a Corncrake near the 

iLovu estuary have us itching to get out there for the 

summer. A Broad-billed Roller turned up at Umhlanga 

well south of its normal range, where it unfortunately 

broke a wing by colliding with a window. It is presently in 

the care of a local vet and will be released when healed.

Nicolette Forbes

Please note that changes to members’ contact details 

and especially email addresses should be sent to BLSA at 

membership@birdlife.org.za with a copy to our club’s 

membership email  so this can blpn.member@gmail.com

be updated on our database.

Happy birding to everyone and a joyous holiday 

season, and we hope to hear many birding reports over the 

next few months.

BirdLife
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We continue to monitor the evidence of all 

these beauties daily. Some are lucky to sight 

these, some are not. Birds can be elusive! 

This weekend (mid-October) also blessed us with a Little Bittern pair sighting.

Of special significance, in the past few months we have again sighted a Lesser Jacana pair, and an African Crake. Of 

great excitement was an African Finfoot pair – this is the first recorded sighting in 15 years at the weir. 

Our local hangout “the Weir” has continued to provide us with amazing specials. Atlas count for August was between 

79-98 and for September 89-109. October is definitely going to top this!

Of significance, in August, Ian Gordon (KZN SABAP2 coordinator) visited us to talk about “all things BirdLasser”. 

This was linked to another workshop we held for private and community game farm members of the now established 

Zululand IBA the next day, held at Mkhuze Cricket Club. 

WHERE has the year gone again? We are now past the quieter, last vestiges of 

winter without that much bird activity, but as usual Zululand never ceases to 

amaze, where we are blessed with birds in abundance. Spring arrived and with it 

the beginning of the return of the Yellow-billed Kites, summer migrant 

swallows, Lilac-breasted Rollers and the like. As usual, the “first sighting” was 

an all-out local competition.

We are working hard to assist Clive Vivier (Leopard Mountain) who has been driving this initiative for years and the 

We also monitored a pair of Greater 

Painted Snipes appearing to be nesting close 

to the weir wall – first sigthed by Kevin 

Westermann on 23 August. Kevin and myself 

were  horr i f ied  one evening dur ing 

September, whilst checking on them, to be 

faced with a rather large hippo who decided 

again (they do this from time to time) to come 

and graze on the grass in the vicinity of the 

snipes. At first happily chomping on grass 

about 100 metres to the right, we were 

thinking she would eat and then go back into 

the lake and back along the canal. We stood 

mortified and unable, despite our making the 

strangest of noises, to distract her, watching 

her move across chomping happily on the 

sweet green grass and ultimately walk 

directly next to the reed clump where we 

believe the nest was. Having to leave once 

dark, we messaged this occurrence to club 

members and all hands were on deck from 

early from the following morning to check on 

them. We were highly relieved when we 

eventual ly  found the  pair  showing 

themselves again. It is not clear if the 

nest/eggs were OK, as these birds do not 

seem to be sitting in the same spot again. 

Nature can be cruel. But we are grateful that 

now and again they still appear in the 

vicinity. 

Our monthly meetings and outings continue to be well attended. In September we did an outing to Intabe Ingwe and the 

committee overnighted at the stone cottage now known as Zulweni and utilised the time together to start brainstorming 

events for 2020. 

BirdLife
ZULULAND

ABOVE: A pair of Greater Painted Snipe at the weir, Lake 
Mzingazi, Richards Bay, 23 August 2019

BELOW: A hippo grazing in the vicinity of a possible 
nesting site of the snipes

Photos: Kevin Westermann

plan is to get all the rangers fully trained on the use of BirdLasser, so that they are collecting data on their reserves 

(pentads) throughout the year, as part of their daily activities around their reserves. As BirdLife Zululand we have 

committed to assisting with seasonal bird counts in these areas, to establish more concrete data on bird migration and 

arrival etc. These are exciting times, as we as birders reap the benefit of getting to bird on otherwise inaccessible (usually 

from a cost perspective) areas. As per the article in the last KZN Birds magazine, our aim is to turn the Zululand IBA into a 

KBA, and scientific data (provided by citizen scientists at their best) are some of the key criteria. I am grateful to Clive, Ian 

and BirdLife Zululand birders for embracing this initiative, which was started many years ago and has now come to 

fruition.

Now that it’s nearly time to count “sleepies” to Christmas; we have two more meetings, two more outings (October will 

see us weekending in Ndumo in the far north), November at UVS and our Christmas social to enjoy, before taking a little 

time out from club work, but never from birding.

Again this year, I want to take this opportunity to thank my committee for their support. Our 2020 calendar is looking 

good, with some new ideas and initiatives in the pipeline. I look forward to more exciting findings in our beautiful 

Zululand in the months ahead.

Carole Hills
For the love of birding

ACTIVITIES

Saturday 7 December 06h00 – End of year get-together at Springside Nature Reserve with Terry Walls. Come along 

early for walks or arrive later in the morning and join us for the famous toasted sandwiches at 11h30. It is essential to RSVP 

for catering purposes.  Phone or SMS Terry Walls 082 871 6260 or email: avianoak@yahoo.com.

Wednesday 11 December 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville). An evening of fun to celebrate birds and the end of our 
th70  anniversary year. Come and have some fun. Venue to be announced.

Try to share lifts where possible to limit our carbon footprint when travelling to and from activities.

 Participation is at your own risk. An indemnity form must be signed by each participant at the start of the activity.  

A fee of R20.00 will be charged for non-members. 

KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR ANY ACTIVITY BEFOREHAND TO GET DIRECTIONS, 

MEETING PLACE and PARTICULAR REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ACTIVITY.  

DECEMBER 2019

Tuesday 10 December 09h00 – Krantzkloof Birds indoor talk with Jane Morris.  From swamps, canyons, deserts and 

rugged coast lines – birding and travel in the USA. Krantzkloof Conference Centre.

 Saturday 4  January 05h45 – Umbogavango Nature Reserve with Terry Walls. This will be a great opportunity to get a  

good start to your year list, with a number of special birds. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 082 

871 6260 or email: avianoak@yahoo.com.

DIRECTIONS TO VENUES. Go to .http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
If unsure, ask the activity leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance.

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people who so willingly give of their time and knowledge 

to lead activities for the benefit and enjoyment of club members.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Please don’t forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and chairs to socialise afterwards. 

Please note that many places now charge, so take entrance money, Wild and/or Rhino Cards with you.

Wednesday 4 December 07h30 – Giba Gorge with Sandi du Preez. This is a new venue for the Wednesday outings. 

This is a longish but easy walk to the first waterfall. Birding can be productive here and anything can turn up.  Please note 

that there is R10 gate entry fee. Please contact Sandi for directions – 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

JANUARY 2020

Wednesday 8 January 06h30 – Tom Corfe Park, Sarnia with Jane and Mike Roseblade.  A sit in and wander around. 

A new venue bordering onto the rear of Paradise Valley. Those who walk will be doing some exploring. Advise Jane of 

attendance   or 082 442 2982.janette@mweb.co.za
  Wednesday 15 January 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville) with Prof. Colleen Downs. Her topic will be The 

importance of citizen scientists in monitoring Cape parrots. Come and learn about this iconic bird that inhabits the 

mistbelt forests of KZN.

mailto:avianoak@yahoo.com
mailto:avianoak@yahoo.com
http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
mailto:janette@mweb.co.za
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rugged coast lines – birding and travel in the USA. Krantzkloof Conference Centre.

 Saturday 4  January 05h45 – Umbogavango Nature Reserve with Terry Walls. This will be a great opportunity to get a  

good start to your year list, with a number of special birds. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 082 

871 6260 or email: avianoak@yahoo.com.

DIRECTIONS TO VENUES. Go to .http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/
If unsure, ask the activity leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance.

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people who so willingly give of their time and knowledge 

to lead activities for the benefit and enjoyment of club members.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES: Please don’t forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and chairs to socialise afterwards. 

Please note that many places now charge, so take entrance money, Wild and/or Rhino Cards with you.

Wednesday 4 December 07h30 – Giba Gorge with Sandi du Preez. This is a new venue for the Wednesday outings. 

This is a longish but easy walk to the first waterfall. Birding can be productive here and anything can turn up.  Please note 

that there is R10 gate entry fee. Please contact Sandi for directions – 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

JANUARY 2020

Wednesday 8 January 06h30 – Tom Corfe Park, Sarnia with Jane and Mike Roseblade.  A sit in and wander around. 

A new venue bordering onto the rear of Paradise Valley. Those who walk will be doing some exploring. Advise Jane of 

attendance   or 082 442 2982.janette@mweb.co.za
  Wednesday 15 January 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Westville) with Prof. Colleen Downs. Her topic will be The 

importance of citizen scientists in monitoring Cape parrots. Come and learn about this iconic bird that inhabits the 

mistbelt forests of KZN.
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Saturday 7 March 06h30 – Umhlanga Lagoon with Terry Walls. Wetland, dune forest ecosystems yield some 

interesting birds, not to mention the sandy shores of the Indian Ocean. Always a good birding venue, and a chance to see a 

few waders before they leave. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 082 871 6260 or email: 

avianoak@yahoo.com.

February 29 February 06h00 – Burchell's Coucal Eco-trail, Lower Illovo with Tyron Dall. The Burchell’s Coucal 

Eco trail lies inland on the river in Lower-Illovo at the Illovo Business Park. You will need to sign in to access the trails, but 

the trails that wind along the river allow one to see Water Thick-Knee, Broad-tailed Warbler, Little Bee-eater, White-

fronted Bee-eater, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, European Honey Buzzard, Pygmy Kingfisher, Spotted Eagle Owl, 

as well as some great African Fish Eagle sightings up close. Please confirm attendance with Tyron on 082 657 7400 via 

WhatsApp or phone call.  

Saturday 14 March 2020 – 08h30-16h30 – The BirdLife KZN Forum – a day of interesting talks about birds and other 

conservation topics. This event is open to all members and visitors and everyone is encouraged to attend. Venue and 

programme to be announced. 

Wednesday 11 March 18h45 – Indoor meeting Colin Summersgill will be speaking on the importance of the 

SABAP2 programme to conservation. Gain a better understanding of atlasing; some history and some personal 

anecdotes will make this an informative evening.

MARCH 2020

Sunday 15 March 06h30 – Priscilla Vale Farm, Camperdown with Malcolm Stainbank. A range of habitats to 

explore, including forest, grassland, cliffs, wetlands and dams.  Bring hats, sunscreen and walking shoes as there are short 

walks involved. A high-rise vehicle is a plus but come anyway and we will make a plan (doesn’t need to be 4x4). Bring 

082 451 8078 or email nicolette@mer.co.za.

Sunday 19 January – Mbozamba Wetlands (Sappi Stanger ponds and hide) with Nicolette and Ticky Forbes.  The 

waders at this time of year should be very good with waterfowl and other birds in the surrounding habitats.  The picnic site 

will be available to the group so bring food and chairs with you. Advise Nicky if attending: WhatsApp/SMS or call 

Thursday 23 January 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Sapphire Coast). Steve Davis is doing a talk called Sorting out wader 

identification – Have you ever looked at those greyish waders wandering around in the estuaries or on muddy lake shores 

and wondered what they were? Venue: Lords and Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.

Saturday 25 January 06h00 – Amanzimtoti estuary and beach bash 2020 with Steve Davis. We will spend the 

morning exploring the beaches and estuaries that are found around the Amanzimtoti and Illovo areas. Please confirm 

attendance with Adam on 061 485 3625.

FEBRUARY 2020

Saturday 1 February 07h15 – Pigeon Valley with Terry Walls. A summer visit to this small remnant patch of coastal  

bush which once covered the whole of the Berea. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 

082 871 6260 or email: avianoak@yahoo.com.

Tuesday 11 February 09h00 –Indoor meeting (Krantzkloof Birds).  Karen and Craig Nelson will entertain you with a 

topic to be advised.

Sunday 16 February 06h00 – Kwa ximba with Dave Rimmer There can’t be too many places on the outskirts of the .  

city where one can view or hear a mix of bushveld birds, forest birds, and of course water birds in the space of just a few 

hours as we wander along the uMngeni River. R30 per person conservation levy to be collected at the outset. Please advise 

Dave of attendance and to confirm arrangements  082 453 7255.daverimmer@mweb.co.za
Wednesday 19 February 07h30 - Jubilee Park with Sandi du Preez. A lovely, well-maintained municipal park in 

Westville, which has become famous for good sightings of Magpie Mannikins. Meet at the old bird hide. Please contact 

Sandi to confirm attendance 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

Saturday 15 February 09h00 – BLPN AGM. Please diarise this date. Mark Anderson of BLSA will be coming to 

address us. Venue and topic to be advised. 

Sunday 26 January 08h00 – Summer CWAC count with Steve Davis. This is an important monitoring programme; 

you don’t have to be a wader expert to assist.  Meet at uMngeni Bird Park. Advise Steve of attendance: 083 775 4459 or 

sdavis@smri.org.

Friday to Sunday 21 February - 1 March – A week In Zululand with Jane and Mike Roseblade.  Encompassing two 

weekends, come and join us for however long you can get away for. We will be visiting wetlands and reserves at a time of 

the year when there are still migrants around. Please advise Jane of attendance: 082 442 2982 or janette@mweb.co.za. 

Thursday 19 March 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Sapphire Coast). Gill Van Wyk is doing a talk called Gardening for Birds 

– Attracting birds to your garden is not difficult if you know what to plant and where to site the bird baths. Gill will speak 

about how to plant in such a way that you are able to attract a wide range of species to your garden by creating different 

habitats. She will also speak about the value of insects in your garden as well as giving some ideas of supplement feeding in 

difficult climatic conditions. Venue: Lords and Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.

Wednesday 18 March 07h30 – Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez. Forest and riverine birding, Mountain Wagtails 

are always present. There is a small entrance fee and pensioners’ rates. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic 

afterwards. Contact Sandi to advise of attendance  031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

your picnic lunch, stay and bird as long as you like. Please advise Malcolm of attendance  or malstainbank@gmail.com
083 781 1130.

Saturday 28 March 06h00 – Umbogavango Nature Reserve, Amanzimtoti with Adam Cruickshank. Bird specials 

for the trail include Olive Woodpecker, Mountain Wagtail, and Green Twinspot. This 36-hectare reserve is a conservation 

area that was the result of waste disposal dams being transformed and we will be walking on trails that lead through some 

exotic and coastal forest as well as dams with hides. Please contact Adam on 061 485 3625 to confirm attendance via 

WhatsApp or phone call. 

082 442 5016 will lead a walk in the morning, meeting at the Auditorium at 07h00.

Sunday 2 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Contact Roger O’Neill 083 230 6562.

Sunday 8 – The club end-of-year braai will be held at Bush Willow campsite, 23 km from Howick on the Karkloof road. 
As the road changes from tar to dirt, turn left and drive about 300 m. Meet the coordinator, Colin Summersgill, 033 818 
9013 or 060 827 3785 at 07h00 for an early walk up the hill into the forest, or come later. Fires will be lit at 10h30. Bring 
your braai meat, drinks, chairs and tables, friends and family.

15 January to 15 February – water bird counts (CWACs).  Contact Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333 if you 
would like to participate.

Pam Nicol 071 247 3604, conservation Brent Coverdale 082 560 9769, Karin Nelson 072 779 4219 and 

Saturday 22 – BLKZN Midlands AGM in the Ambers Auditorium  at 10h30 for 11h00. Mike Spain 033 239 5466 or 

Monday 3 to Friday 7 – Outing to Sand Forest Lodge 6 km outside Hluhluwe. This lodge has self-catering cottages that 
can accommodate either two or four people at a cost of R360 pppn sharing and R500 single. Contact Eve Hughes  

Wednesday 26 – Morning outing to the forest at Canopy Tours in the Karkloof. There is a conservancy fee of R30pp. They 
will serve coffee and muffins for an extra R30pp. Coordinator Sean Glynn 033 239 0684 or 082 468 58.

Sean Glynn 082 468 5805. 

Saturday 25 – CAR routes (Coordinated Avifaunal Roadcount). Coordinator Peter Divall 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.

033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.

Bird ringing at Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  
contact Karin Nelson 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

We no longer have permission to leave vehicles at Greendale car park during outings (2-hour limit on parking), but 
we will meet there, unless otherwise stated, to sign indemnities. Please arrange lifts with the coordinator or friends.

JANUARY 2020

Drummond Densham 083 321 7959, e-newsletter Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings 

Please contact the coordinator before an outing to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements. 

Sunday 1 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.

Wednesday 15 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Peter Divall: Birding in the Arid Areas of Southern 
Africa.

DECEMBER 2019

Sunday 19 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dams. Phone coordinator Ian Gordon 083 570 6782 for transport 
arrangements.  Directions below.

Wednesday 29 – Morning outing to Eston Sugar Mill Dams. Meet at Greendale Shopping Centre at 06h00 (no parking). 
Take the N3 south past Pitermaritzburg and turn off at the Umlaas Road offramp. Drive over the bridge and go left onto the 
R603 towards Eston for about 20 km. Pass Tala Game Reserve on your left, and then turn right just before the Caltex 
Service station onto the R624. Pass the Sugar Mill and then turn left onto Derek Bennett’s property. Coordinator Eve 
Hughes  033 330 2723 or 087 872 4333. There is a dam at Beaumont’s Eston Farmers Club which we will visit on the way 
home. They  offer lunches, but these must be booked beforehand by contacting Eve Hughes.

FEBRUARY 2020

Tuesday 11 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Tammy Caine on The plight of the Iron Lady – an account of Amur 
Falcon rescues and one falcon’s incredible story of survival.

MARCH 2020
Sunday 1 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Contact Roger O’Neill 083 230 6562.

BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS 
Committee: chair Colin Summersgill 060 827 3785, vice-chair Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, treasurer Viv O'Neill 

083 464 7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, outings Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, membership secretary 

Sunday 5 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h00. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.
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Saturday 7 March 06h30 – Umhlanga Lagoon with Terry Walls. Wetland, dune forest ecosystems yield some 

interesting birds, not to mention the sandy shores of the Indian Ocean. Always a good birding venue, and a chance to see a 

few waders before they leave. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 082 871 6260 or email: 
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February 29 February 06h00 – Burchell's Coucal Eco-trail, Lower Illovo with Tyron Dall. The Burchell’s Coucal 

Eco trail lies inland on the river in Lower-Illovo at the Illovo Business Park. You will need to sign in to access the trails, but 

the trails that wind along the river allow one to see Water Thick-Knee, Broad-tailed Warbler, Little Bee-eater, White-

fronted Bee-eater, Southern Brown-throated Weaver, European Honey Buzzard, Pygmy Kingfisher, Spotted Eagle Owl, 

as well as some great African Fish Eagle sightings up close. Please confirm attendance with Tyron on 082 657 7400 via 

WhatsApp or phone call.  

Saturday 14 March 2020 – 08h30-16h30 – The BirdLife KZN Forum – a day of interesting talks about birds and other 

conservation topics. This event is open to all members and visitors and everyone is encouraged to attend. Venue and 

programme to be announced. 

Wednesday 11 March 18h45 – Indoor meeting Colin Summersgill will be speaking on the importance of the 

SABAP2 programme to conservation. Gain a better understanding of atlasing; some history and some personal 

anecdotes will make this an informative evening.
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Sunday 15 March 06h30 – Priscilla Vale Farm, Camperdown with Malcolm Stainbank. A range of habitats to 

explore, including forest, grassland, cliffs, wetlands and dams.  Bring hats, sunscreen and walking shoes as there are short 

walks involved. A high-rise vehicle is a plus but come anyway and we will make a plan (doesn’t need to be 4x4). Bring 

082 451 8078 or email nicolette@mer.co.za.

Sunday 19 January – Mbozamba Wetlands (Sappi Stanger ponds and hide) with Nicolette and Ticky Forbes.  The 

waders at this time of year should be very good with waterfowl and other birds in the surrounding habitats.  The picnic site 

will be available to the group so bring food and chairs with you. Advise Nicky if attending: WhatsApp/SMS or call 

Thursday 23 January 18h30 – Indoor meeting (Sapphire Coast). Steve Davis is doing a talk called Sorting out wader 

identification – Have you ever looked at those greyish waders wandering around in the estuaries or on muddy lake shores 

and wondered what they were? Venue: Lords and Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.
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morning exploring the beaches and estuaries that are found around the Amanzimtoti and Illovo areas. Please confirm 

attendance with Adam on 061 485 3625.
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bush which once covered the whole of the Berea. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 
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Tuesday 11 February 09h00 –Indoor meeting (Krantzkloof Birds).  Karen and Craig Nelson will entertain you with a 

topic to be advised.

Sunday 16 February 06h00 – Kwa ximba with Dave Rimmer There can’t be too many places on the outskirts of the .  

city where one can view or hear a mix of bushveld birds, forest birds, and of course water birds in the space of just a few 

hours as we wander along the uMngeni River. R30 per person conservation levy to be collected at the outset. Please advise 

Dave of attendance and to confirm arrangements  082 453 7255.daverimmer@mweb.co.za
Wednesday 19 February 07h30 - Jubilee Park with Sandi du Preez. A lovely, well-maintained municipal park in 

Westville, which has become famous for good sightings of Magpie Mannikins. Meet at the old bird hide. Please contact 

Sandi to confirm attendance 031 701 4839 or 073 332 4431.

Saturday 15 February 09h00 – BLPN AGM. Please diarise this date. Mark Anderson of BLSA will be coming to 
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you don’t have to be a wader expert to assist.  Meet at uMngeni Bird Park. Advise Steve of attendance: 083 775 4459 or 
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about how to plant in such a way that you are able to attract a wide range of species to your garden by creating different 

habitats. She will also speak about the value of insects in your garden as well as giving some ideas of supplement feeding in 

difficult climatic conditions. Venue: Lords and Legends, Amanzimtoti. Contact Adam for details 061 485 3625.

Wednesday 18 March 07h30 – Paradise Valley with Sandi du Preez. Forest and riverine birding, Mountain Wagtails 
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for the trail include Olive Woodpecker, Mountain Wagtail, and Green Twinspot. This 36-hectare reserve is a conservation 

area that was the result of waste disposal dams being transformed and we will be walking on trails that lead through some 
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Wednesday 18 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Adam Riley:  Spectacular birds of the world.

083 321 7959.

Sunday 15 – Morning outing to Umvoti Vlei near Greytown. Coordinator  Kevin Cockburn 082 783 5436.

Wednesday 25 – Morning outing to Umvoti Vlei near Greytown. Coordinator  Drummond Densham 033 3304039 or 

APRIL 2020

Wednesday 15 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Rob Gous: Birds of the Atlantic Forest in Brazil.
Sunday 5 – Morning outing to Darvill at 06h30. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.

Sunday 19 – Morning outing to Midlands Forest Lodge in Lidgetton for a walk through grassland and a beautiful old 
forest. There is a conservation fee of R20pp. Phone Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.
Wednesday 29 – Morning outing to Midlands Forest Lodge in Lidgetton for a walk through grassland and a beautiful old 
forest. There is a conservation fee of R20pp. Phone Eve Hughes 033 330 2723 or 082 872 4333.

March 22 – 06h30: River Valley NR

January 12 – 06h30: Durban Bluff and Bayhead.

March 8 – 06h30:� Perlemoen Farm

January 26 – 06h30: San Lameer.

February 23 – 06h30: NPC Oribi or Lake Eland

BIRDLIFE TROGONS

February 9 – 06h30: Sezela or Eston Sugar Mill

Be as a bird perched on a frail 
branch that she feels bending 

beneath her, still she sings away all 
the same, knowing she has wings. 

— Victor Hugo


