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Dear friends and supporters of the CHS Bird Club 

 

. The Claremont High School Bird Club has continued to grow from strength to strength from its 

conception in 2017. The success of the club is testament to the glacial opportunities and possibilities 

that arise when the community, parents, schools, businesses and society work together towards a 

singular goal of social transformation.  

 

Following the success of the clubs‟ inaugural tour to the Eastern Cape in 2018, the club had their 

second tour in June this year to the Northern Cape, and it was a huge success. It was indeed a 

special experience for all those involved.  

We would like to extend a special thank you to the parents of the learners, individuals who donated 

to the club and the Cape Bird Club for their continued support.  

 

As an enrichment initiative, the learners were asked to write daily reports of their experiences and 

highlights, which were posted on our CHS Bird Club Facebook page. The following are extracts 

from those reports and an excerpt of the November issue of the Promerops (Cape Bird Club 

quarterly publication) 

 

Day Two (19
th

 June) Springbok to Augrabies 

 

We survived a winter night in Springbok. I guess that was our first success. As the sun rose, so did 

the birds. We were quickly alerted to the presence of Cape Weavers but that was not all that was 

around. Spotting an Acacia Pied Barbet gave me a boost for the day ahead. We made a slow start, 

not aware of what was awaiting us. 

The lifeless, semi-arid area quickly proved me wrong as I began counting lifers. We headed for a 

supposedly quick stop to find the Red Lark in the Red Dunes. Gilbert said, „We came to visit the 

Red Lark – how rude of it to not be at home.‟ We were all reminded that birding requires patience 

and we were rewarded after nearly four hours. It was the highlight of my day.  

I quickly learnt that the Orange River was not just a textbook river name. We waited there for the 

Rosy-faced Lovebird and indeed we spotted one and in the background was the Swallow-tailed 

Bee-eater. How can I forget the pair of African Pied Wagtails that welcomed us to Namibia?  

    (Asakhe Shaun Ditolo, Grade 12 student at CHS in 2018) 
 

Omelela Kaso and Miguel Mukangwa (grade 12) at the Namibian border 

                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lukhanyo Mtiki (grade 9) at the Orange River border 

  

 

 

Day 4 (21st June) Augrabies Falls to Meerkat Sanctuary 

 

We took our last tour of Augrabies in the morning. It was so 

beautiful. We saw a Booted Eagle, Black-chested Snake Eagle and 

a Verreaux‟s Eagle. We then left for the Kalahari Trail Nature 

Reserve. On the road everyone was tired so they slept, but „The 

Masala Boys‟ had their eyes on the road like hawks. We stopped in 

Upington and had some lunch. Thanks to Ro‟ees van der Speck‟s 

250% vision, we saw a lot of White-backed Vultures. 

We finally made it to the Meerkat Sanctuary in the reserve and 

Ro‟ees (again with his 250% vision) saw an African Wild Cat at 

the entrance.  

The tent pitching in the dark wasn‟t so bad this time round and after all the settling in and the long 

journey, we got to enjoy an amazing view of the stars. We took a walk in the dark and came back to 

have supper (braai brood!) with cake as dessert. We wish Mrs Abdullah a very jolly, happy 

birthday!                      

(Yamkela Tanana, Grade 8) 

 

Day 5 (22
nd

 June) Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

 

Today we wanted to have an early start because we were tackling the Mighty Kgalagadi. As we left 

the Meerkat Sanctuary, we saw two Southern Yellow-billed Hornbills, which were lifers for 

everyone except Mr Gilbert. 

We hit the park with high hopes to see lions because there was a kill the day before. Unfortunately, 

things did not go in our favour because we took the wrong road. Even though we did not see lions, 

the birding was pretty good because it was a raptor day again and we can‟t forget the Lilac-breasted 

Roller. 

Bateleur, Tawny Eagle, the cute Pygmy Falcon, Pale Chanting Goshawk (which seemed to be 

everywhere), Gabar Goshawk and African Harrier-Hawk are just some of the raptors seen. Ro‟ees 

van der Speck‟s „hawk eyes‟ spotted most of the raptors. On our way to Mata Mata, the Swallow-

tailed Bee-eater gave us a show again and the Crimson-breasted Shrike was just too beautiful!   

 
Northern Black Korhaan by Ro‟ees van der Speck (grade 10) 

 

 
Pale Chanting Goshawk by Ro‟ees van der Speck 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Although it is a birding tour, we have to mention the animals. It is Kgalagadi after all. At the first 

water-hole (Houmoed), there was a herd of gemsbok (oryx). Mr Abdullah spotted a Brown Hyena 

almost a kilometre away.  

Tomorrow we are going back into Kgalagadi, but we are doing a different route (Twee Rivieren to 

Nossob) and hopefully we‟ll see the Mighty Lion and some Lappet-faced Vultures. 

Special thanks to Mrs Abdullah for the food, Mr Gilbert for driving and Ms Falake for spotting the 

Bateleur (her favourite raptor).               

(Ro‟ees van der Speck, Gr 10) 

  

Day 6 (23
rd

 June) – Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 

 

Today started off as it usually does, with the group running late, in the -2 degrees Kalahari morning. 

On the one hand, we did not miss too much, as the birding was nowhere near as good as yesterday. 

However, we did manage to get one excellent sighting. Two lionesses on either side of the road.  

A bit further down the road, I found our first new species for the day, African Grey Hornbill, 

alongside a Tawny Eagle and a flock of Crowned Lapwings. About an hour later, we got excited 

about a falcon, which could have been a Red-necked, but ended up being a lanner.  

Another hour later, Ro‟ees and I saw what we thought was *another* Pale Chanting Goshawk, but 

we stopped to make sure. Thankfully we did, because it was our third lifer of the day, a Brown 

Snake Eagle. 

Eventually we reached the picnic site where we stopped for lunch and a game of soccer. In the 

middle of the game we were distracted by another new species for the trip, a Common Scimitarbill, 

and later a dust devil. 
 

A game of soccer at the lunch stop. (Note Buhle, on the right, is airborne!) 

  

After lunch we left to go look for a cheetah. 

Unfortunately, the cheetah eluded us, so we 

made *another* U-turn and ended up stopping 

at a water-hole for a few hours to look for 

more sand-grouse. We had to leave before 

they arrived, but we did get good sightings of 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater and Common 

Scimitarbill. Unfortunately, we ended up 

missing quite a few predators, especially the 

Honey Badger, which Abubakr and I was 

quite excited about seeing.    

(Aadam Abdullah, Gr 10) 

 

Day 7 (24th June) – The Meerkat Sanctuary 

 

We started the day with a fairly cold morning and a good cup of coffee. A few of us did some early 

morning birding and we finally got to PLAY WITH THE MEERKATS!! We enjoyed our time with 

the meerkats, especially when we used Aadam‟s beanie to „meernap‟ (kidnap) them.  

Buhle Qwesha with a meerkat  

  

Ro‟ees, Aadam, Lukhanyo and Buhle also got to see 

Violet-eared Waxbills and Green-winged Pytilia in the 

sanctuary. Then we went on the long drive to 

Kimberley. On the way, we saw a bunch of White-

backed Vultures and we had a good sighting of a 

Martial Eagle. 

We then arrived in Upington and had tyre issues. We 

eventually arrived in Kimberley at 8pm. Luckily no 

tents had to be pitched in the dark because we are 



staying in a hostel (beds!!!!! Ready-made supper!!) And the best biggest highlight … (drum roll, 

please). Our club has been nominated to receive an Owl Award by Birdlife SA!!!!                                            

(Abubakr Jeffrey, Gr 10) 

 

Day 8 (25th June) – Kimberley 
From the look-out at the Big Hole. L- R: Abubakr, Ro’ees, Aadam, Rabia, Yamkela and Lukhanyo 

  

Today we woke up in the Diamond City of 

Kimberley. The view on the ramp over the Big Hole 

was breathtaking. We were heavily disappointed to 

see that the city of Kimberley looked more like a 

village than a city, which raised a lot of students‟ 

eye brows as to why the diamond money was not 

used to develop Kimberley. 

Nonetheless, we spotted a few new birds at the Big 

Hole, such as the White-bellied Sunbird, Greater 

Kestrel and Peregrine Falcon. After that we left for 

Beacon Park. The place was so dirty we ended up 

doing a clean-up. After that we continued with the birding. We then ended our beautiful day at 

Kamfers Dam where all the Lesser Flamingos are protected.   

(Omelela Kaso, Gr 12 - new birder 

 

Ro’ees, Lukhanyo and Aadam doing a clean-up at Beacon Park in Kimberly.  

 

 

Day 9 (26th June) – To the Karoo National Park 

 

The tour is coming to an end, and family is being missed by many of 

the birders, but I am sure they will agree it was worth it. We had to 

hit the road by 9 a.m. and for the first time, we were actually on 

schedule.  

We were on a tight schedule to be at the Karoo National Park by 

3pm so we could do some birding before 6pm. That meant that the 

car would only focus on being as quick as possible. But as you all 

know with birding, all eyes were fixed on the windows, the same 

eyes that stopped the car every time they saw a bird. 

We hurriedly placed our trailer at the camp-site as time wasn‟t on 

our side. I had some difficulty identifying birds because we 

perceived features differently.  Nonetheless we saw a few birds, namely Cape Clapper Lark, Pale-

winged Starling and Mountain Wheatear. The others saw a Black-headed Canary while I didn‟t 

have time to see it before it flew away.   

On our way back to the camp-site, I saw an owl for the first time, my first owl being a Spotted 

Eagle-Owl. Its beauty was breathtaking (those eyes). It served as motivation to continue birding, so 

that I can appreciate more of what nature has to offer. 

Special thanks to our sponsors for their support and encouragement. Without the help of so many 

caring people we would never have experienced this. It would still just be something that people on 

TV do.  

       (Sibulele Prusente, Gr 11 - new birder) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Top birds of the trip 

 

Voted „Bird of the Trip‟: Red Lark 

 Ro‟ees van der Speck, Gr 10 (167 species for the trip listed on Birdlasser)  

Bateleur and Lilac-breasted Roller 

 Aadam Abdullah, Gr 10 (165 species on Birdlasser) 

Crimson-breasted Shrike, Red Lark and Rosy-faced Lovebird 

 Miguel Mukangwe, Gr 11 (new birder) 

Kori Bustard, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, African Fish Eagle, Verreaux‟s Eagle, African 

Hoopoe 

 

If you would like to read more about the tour and what the CHS Bird Club is doing, you can go to 

our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/chsbirdclub/ or email Khanyisane Falake at 

kfalake@claremonthigh.co.za. 

 
The extracts above were compiled by Penny Dichmont and Khanyisane Falake 

 

As we look towards the next year, we have already started planning for the possibility of touring the 

Kruger National Park in September. This will not be possible without the help of parents, teachers 

and the corporate community and the wider birding community as large. 

 

As such the club will host a few fundraising initiatives throughout the year in order make this vision 

a reality. 

Our first huge fundraising initiative is in the form of our very first birding quiz night. This will be 

held at Claremont High School on Friday 1 November 2019. We would appreciate all forms of 

support and contributions.  

 

Owl Award 

This year our focus as a club has been environmental conservation, this has been further solidified 

by our receipt of the Owl Award from BirdLife South Africa earlier this year. 

We want to spread a culture of environmental consciousness and conservation through the club and 

as such, we will be taking part in beach clean-ups, clean-up hikes, planting trees and our long term 

census count project for the Arderne Gardens. 

We welcome suggestions, ideas and invites to any worthy causes that we could assist in. 

 

The Owl award was awarded to Garth Shaw, who started the club in 2017 and Khanyisane Falake 

who has been running the club since Garth‟s departure from Claremont High School to become 

principal at Dale College in January. The award was to acknowledge the club‟s outstanding 

contribution to the conservation of birds. The award ceremony took place on July 25th in 

Johannesburg at the BirdLife South Africa headquarters. Ro‟ees van der Speck flew up to receive 

the award on behalf of Garth Shaw and Khanyisane Falake. We are humbled and grateful for this 

prestigious recognition. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/chsbirdclub/
mailto:kfalake@claremonthigh.co.za


 

 

 

 

Thank you 

The learners of the CHS Bird Club have written a few “Thank You “ notes to all of our friends and 

supporters: 

 

“I would like to thank everyone who has helped to make the trip possible and for continuously 

supporting the bird club. Without you, we would not be able to have gone on this life changing trip. 

You have made it possible for me to for the first time travelling out of Cape Town and being able to 

explore more of what South Africa has to offer. 

It fills my heart that there are genuinely good people out there who are able to give a helping hand 

without any gain for them. 

I have a new passion and that passion is birding, because of the trip to the Northern Cape my 

passion for birding has reached new heights and that would not have been possible without your 

support. 

I am now on a life list of 98 birds!!! Thank you” -- Sibulele Prusente – Grade 11 

 

“This tour was the first time that I have gone on a CHS Bird Club tour and it was an unforgettable 

experience of birding, learning, eating, and sleeping, on repeat.  

Thanks to your generous donations and support that made the trip possible. I was fortunate enough 

to share this experience with an amazing group of people. 

My highlight was definitely messing arounf with the meerkats and meeting Spike aka John Wick 

(the meerkat). Thank You” – Abubakr Jeffery – Grade 10  

 

“The tour was such an amazing experience! It is only my second year as a birder and my second 

year of joining the CHS Bird Club and I have already reached a milestone of more than 300 bird 

species. 

Thanks to your generosity I was able to learn so much more about birds, the environment, and have 

a lifelist filled with the most amazing bird species. I would not have traded that trip for anything 

else in the world. My highlights were seeing the wildlife at its best and seeing the Violet –eared 

waxbill was really cool and the fact that I was the only person to see it on the trip (they thought I 

was lying until I showed them the picture I took)” – Ro’ees – Hawk eyes- Van der Speck – 

Grade 10 

 

 

 



“Dear supporters of the bird club. 

I Lukhanyo Mtiki would like to thank you for making the trip possible. Your help and support is 

highly appreciated and we are very grateful. 

My highlight of the trip was the trip itself. I enjoyed everything, from the campsite in Springbok 

where we spent our first night to the Karoo National Park where we spent our last night. Thank you. 

My top birds were: Pygamy falcon, Bateleur, Crimson Breasted Shrike, Gabar Goshawk, Rosy- 

Faced Lovebird, Spike Heeled Lark, Red Lark and the Fawn Coloured Lark.” 

Once more I would like to thank everyone that has had an input in making the trip possible. In 

isiXhosa there is a saying that says “Nangamso!”, it means , may you do it to others as well” – 

Lukhanyo Mtiki – Grade 9 

 

 

“My most recent trip with the CHS Bird club was my most memorable yet. From the inside jokes, 

to the great camp food, to the amazing birding.  

None of this would have been possible without the support and donations from so many people who 

have shown us kindness and selflessness in their giving. I am overjoyed that you have selected our 

cause as one worthy of your backing. My highlight of the trip was definitely seeing the Red Lark, 

which took a solid 4 hours of searching. Thank You” – Aadam Abdullah – Grade 10 

 

 

“I am thankful for everything that you have done for me and my fellow birders. It was because of 

you that we got to go to various places in the Northern Cape and learn more about birding and got 

out to see more species that we would never thought we would ever get to see outside of Cape 

Town. 

The tour was one of the moments that I will cherish and keep dear to my heart because it exposed 

me to not only beautiful majestic birds, but to making new friends and forming strong bonds with 

great caring people. 

I would like to thank you, those who donated, assisted, supported, all those who played an 

important part in our journey. Thank you for giving opportunities for a young boy like me to gain 

knowledge and travel because these are rare opportunities that I would not have had without the 

CHS Bird Club.  

My greatest moment on the trip was getting lost with ma‟am (Ms Falake) and some other fellow 

birders, but instead of panicking, we found a quiet spot with loads of bird activity and started 

birding on this day we found a very special bird, a Chestnut-vented Tit-Babbler. 

We as the Claremont High School Bird Club love and appreciate everything that you did for us. We 

will forever be grateful. Thank you for supporting our cause and for the love you have shown us” – 

Buhle Qwesha Grade 9  

 

I have not been able to formally thank you for all of the support that you have given the CHS Bird 

club. 

You have been so generous and caring. 

This year has been such a huge learning curve for me as a member of the CBC, I have grown 

tremendously as a birder and I better understand the genuine and caring nature of the wider 

birding community. 

I am grateful that you have allowed my learners to be part of some of the most amazing once in a 

lifetime opportunities. I know it is not always easy to give or to understand why this bird club is 

such an amazing cause. 

On one of our outings with the Cape Bird Club, one of the learners said that for the first time in her 

life, she felt "loved". 

 At first I did not really understand what she meant, but then I realized that most of the learners 

come from backgrounds where they do not always get a chance to be around or interact with their 

parents, and adults in general, for many different reasons. 

The simple gestures of kindness and support that we have received have had, and will have, lifelong 

impacts on some of these learners and I am grateful on their behalf. 



Through birding lives are being changed, a seed of transformation is being sown and I am thankful. 

Khanyisane Falake 

 

 

Some events for this term: 

1. Birdathon Saturday 19 October False Bay Nature Reserve (free) 

2. Intaka Island visit Sunday 27 October 2019 Century City 

3. Fundraiser Quiz Night Friday 1 November 2019 

4. World of Birds Wildlife Sanctuary and Monkey Park 23 November 2019 

 

 

Do take a look at our Facebook page for more information about our outings and the general vision 

for the club. 

 https://www.facebook.com/chsbirdclub/ 

 

If you would like to be a partner of the club or make a donation, please use the details below: 

 
Bank details as follows: 

 

Claremont High School 

Business Current Account 

Standard Bank 310826128 

Claremont branch code: 02510901 

 

NB: Please use "Bird Club" as reference, and send proof of payment to kfalake@claremonthigh.co.za 

 

 

I look forward to your support. 

 

Yours, with much excitement 

KA Falake 
 

 

Chs Bird Club at the Birdathon 2019 

https://www.facebook.com/chsbirdclub/
mailto:kfalake@claremonthigh.co.za


 


