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Paarl Bird Sanctuary Report for 7 September 2019 

On Saturday 7 September 2019 I spent several hours in the whole of PBS with the 

support of the Superintendant of the Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW), Mr 

Jumart. Thank you for that Jurie. 

There were only positives this time, i.e. no serious negatives. 

The Management and staff of the WWTWs have achieved a lot in the Bird Sanctuary 

since the August report that included the net fishing incident. 

The picnic areas have been cleared of invasive vegetation and the tables and 

benches have been rearranged, and some have been painted. Photos illustrating 

this work follow. 

 

The picnic area opposite E3 pan has been cleared of invasive vegetation & the 
tables under the trees have been rearranged. 
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Cover for criminals has been eliminated by the extensive clearing of the 
invasive vegetation in the E3 picnic area. 

 

 

Tables & benches have been painted in the beautiful Kingfisher picnic area. 
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Another view of the beautiful Kingfisher picnic area. 

Unfortunately the good work in the Kingfisher picnic area has been spoiled by 

vandals defecating next to the newly painted tables. 

 

 

The top of the developing kingfisher bank (see text). 
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Members of the Mbekweni Eco Club are helping to construct the kingfisher bank 

(see photo). There will be a series of logs across the top to prevent trampling by 

cattle and people. Vegetation along the sides will be removed and they will be cut 

vertical to provide the kind of face that kingfishers and martins need to burrow into to 

construct nest tunnels. The vegetation includes a lot of the highly toxic castor oil 

bush, especially at the far end in the photo. This should be destroyed as a matter of 

urgency. 

Regarding the height of the bank, the present water level is up to a metre higher than 

usual because substantial rainfall has filled the pans maximally. When the water 

drops to a more normal level the height of the bank will increase substantially. 

The next photo shows the heronry in D pan. Unfortunately it is not a good photo. At 

least seven species of birds were nesting there at the end of August 2019, which 

emphasises the importance of D pan. This also confirms that birds are breeding 

successfully outside the protected area that lies within the security fence. 

The duckweed growing on the surface of D pan will need to be treated with 

herbicide. This should be done before the duckweed spreads to other pans. 

 

 

The heronry in D pan with nests of at least 7 species of birds in August 2019. 
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One of the species nesting on D pan is the Black-crowned Night Heron. This 
photo shows a sleepy juvenile in the heronry. They are active at night. 

Further evidence of successful breeding outside the security fence is the photo of a 

Southern Pochard female duck that follows. She had six ducklings on C pan. 

 

A Southern Pochard female duck with 6 ducklings on C pan. 
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The next photo shows four juvenile Lesser Flamingos in the foreground, with Greater 

Flamingos behind (pink feathers). The juveniles are likely to have dispersed from 

Kamfers Dam near Kimberley where successful breeding this year produced 

thousands of young birds. However, Kamfers Dam is the only place where they 

breed sporadically in South Africa. Both the flamingo species are classified as Near 

Threatened in terms of survival of the species. The presence of the juveniles 

emphasises the importance of PBS for successful dispersal and survival of young 

birds. 

 

 

Greater Flamingos with pink feathers & 4 juvenile Lesser Flamingos in the 
foreground. 

 

Finally, It is on record that there used to be thousands of visitors to PBS. A retired 

Superintendent of the WWTW has explained this as follows:  

"During those years there were a lot of visitors. They included many birders from 

overseas, as well as children from primary and secondary schools, varsity students, 

teacher students from two colleges in Paarl and one in Wellington, and groups like 

the Cape Bird Club and other bird clubs. Also staff from our Municipal Head Office 

used to visit the Sanctuary at lunch time on a daily basis." 

Report compiled by John Fincham (delayed due to illness). 


