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Views expressed in KZN BIRDS are not necessarily those of the editor, the clubs or BLSA. All national rarities 
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and may be held back for future editions. Contributions can be sent to the Editor, Crystelle Wilson, at 

crystelle.wilson@gmail.com or posted to Crystelle at Unit 18, Amber Lee, Private Bag X11, Howick 3290. 

THIS female Amur Falcon was one of hundreds of falcons rescued after a hail storm struck their roost in Mooi 

River in March. She was ringed and released after treatment at a wildlife rehabilitation centre in Howick, but 

was caught up in another storm at Newcastle barely 12 days later. The picture on the left, showing Amur 

Falcons arriving at the Mooi River roost , was taken on 4 March 2019, just five days before the storm hit the town 

(article on page 2). Another falcon, Survivor Queen, which was ringed by Rina Pretorius after surviving the 

Newcastle storm, was trapped by two boys in a jungle in India. Their parents noticed the ring and delivered the 

bird to forest officials who kept her for two days before releasing her near Jonai town in Assam on 19 May 2019.

https://bit.ly/2VRzz0p 

PHOTOS: Rina Pretorius, Crystelle Wilson

Deadline for the next edition is 1July 2019

Iron Lady survives two hail storms in 12 days

https://bit.ly/2VRzz0p


AS most keen birders know, every year the tiny, but resilient, Amur 

Falcons undertake an arduous migration from their summer 

breeding grounds in Siberia, China and Mongolia to spend the 

summer with us in South Africa. The species gets its name from the 

Amur River, which flows through Russia and China down to the sea. 

Their migration is roughly 22,000 kilometres and includes the 

longest sea crossing of any migratory bird of prey. 

Their migration route takes them across Asia, with their first 

major stop over being in Nagaland in India, just in time for the termite alate explosions that coincide with their arrival.  In 

the present day, this is a safe re-fuelling stop for them before their arduous trek across the Arabian Sea, but this was not 

always the case. In 2012, conservationists in India were horrified to discover that 

fishermen in the Doyang Reservoir district were stringing their nets across the treetops and 

netting between 12,000 and 14,000 falcons a day to be sold as food. Conservationists and 

organisations such as BirdLife International put pressure on the Indian Government, who 

reacted positively by placing a ban on the trapping and killing of the falcons. Instead, the 

“Friends of the Amur Falcon” education campaign was started, resulting in positive 

advocacy for the falcons, and heralding their annual stopover as a major tourist attraction 

for the area. (Editor: Read an article on the birds’ migration at https://bit.ly/2YdllbN )

The next leg of their journey, their trip across the Arabian Sea, is planned to coincide 

with a dragonfly migration, providing a type of flying “fast food” to sustain them on their 

five-day, non-stop marathon till they make landing in Ethiopia. From there they head down 

the African continent to Southern and South Africa where they remain from November to 

March, before heading back to their summer breeding grounds in the north. 

On 9 March 2019, the Mooi River Amur Falcon roost, which comprises between 5,000 

and 8,000 birds, was hit by a hail storm. Members from Nsele Emergency Services, Mooi 

The global population of these birds is estimated to be about one 

million, but not all of this population settles in South Africa for our 

summer. A count done in South Africa in 2009 recorded 111,291 

individuals present in the country at that time.  

The flight path of a female Amur Falcon, 

Longleng, fitted with a 5-gram tracking device 

on 30 October 2016
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By mid-morning, veterinarians Dr Margie Roach 

and Dr Peter Johnston, members of Ezemvelo KZN 

Wildlife and Ezemvelo Honorary Officers, Wildlands, Raptor Rescue, BirdLife KZN Midlands and members of the 

public joined the FreeMe KZN staff and volunteers to assist with the treatment of the falcons. Those falcons with minor 

injuries that were showing strong signs of recovery, were treated, rehydrated, given pain medication and transferred to the 

outside Raptor Flight Tunnel at FreeMe KZN. The more severely injured falcons continued with treatments under 

veterinary care in the clinic. 

Just as the team at FreeMe KZN were recovering, a second hail storm hit the Amur Falcon roost in Newcastle, KZN, on 

On 11 March, a team of registered SAFRING bird ringers arrived to ring and release those birds in the Raptor Flight 

Tunnel who had made a complete recovery. Among the ringers were researchers from UKZN and well-known citizen 

scientist, Rina Pretorius, who has been monitoring Amur Falcon, Red-footed Falcon and Lesser Kestrel roosts in South 

Africa for some time. Each bird was caught up, examined again for any missed injuries and boosted with electrolytes 

before being ringed and released. In total, 1,090 falcons were safely released over the next three days and 18 birds still 

remain under care at FreeMe KZN with fractures that will need several weeks to heal. These birds will have to over-winter 

at FreeMe KZN until the Amur Falcons arrive again in South Africa in November.

The rescue operation took most of the night, with the 

rescued birds being driven through to FreeMe KZN 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in Howick, where staff 

and volunteers were already on standby to receive the 

birds. The team worked into the early hours of the 

morning of 10 March to stabilise each of the tiny 

patients. 

River and District SPCA and members of the public 

rushed to the scene just before midnight to find around 

700 birds had been killed and over 1,000 were alive, 

but grounded, drenched and injured. 

The dead birds were collected by David Allan, curator of birds at the Durban Natural Science Museum. The DNA and 

other samples collected from these birds will give the single biggest dataset yet recorded for the species in South Africa, 

and possibly the world, and will lend itself to some amazing research opportunities on the species. 

KZN communities rally to rescue Amur Falcons

stricken by hail storms

The size of some of the 

hail stones in the storm 

that hit Newcastle

Below are members from BirdLife KZN Midlands, Deryck 

Day and Peter Divall, with Rina Pretorius from Newcastle.

IMAGES from the Facebook pages of FreeMe 
and MKProject: Amur, Red-footed Falcon, 
Lesser Kestrel Roosts 

The flight aviary at the FreeMe rehabilitation centre.

A male (left) and a female Amur Falcon  
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 You can zoom into the map, and if you select the 

square box on the top right hand side of the map, it 

will open the map in full screen view. By zooming into the area of interest you can see exactly where the species was 

recorded. Below the map are graphs of seasonal changes in reporting rate (the proportion of cards that contain the 

species), which gives some idea of the relative abundance of the species and is especially valuable for migratory species. 

By selecting the download tab, you can download the data for this species in different formats. 

Do you want to know if a species occurs in an 

area you will be visiting? SABAP2 maps can assist 

you! Visit  and http://sabap2.adu.org.za/species

search for a species in the search box. You can either 

scroll down the species list or simply type 

“kingfisher” to see a list of all the kingfishers in 

Africa. If you scroll down to African Pygmy 

Kingfisher and click on the name, a map is 

displayed with the pentads where the species has 

been recorded (Figure 1). 

Species maps

Do you want to obtain a species list for a 

site you plan to visit? Easy to do on the 

S A B A P 2  w e b s i t e .  V i s i t 

http://sabap2.adu.org.za/coverage/country

/southafrica and zoom into the area of 

interest (Figure 2). Double click on one of 

the pentads and a new page will open for 

the pentad. On the new page, click on the 

“species” tab below the map.

Pentad species lists

This generates a large table listing all the 

species recorded in this pentad (Figure 3). 

Do you want to know which is the most 

commonly recorded species? Click twice 

on the “Full ((RR%)” column heading. The 

table will be sorted according to reporting 

rate with the species with the highest 

reporting rate at the top. These tend to be 

the most common species in the atlas block 

and should be easy to find. As you go down 

the list, the reporting rate decreases, 

indicating that species are increasingly less 

likely to be seen. 

David Allan once again made the trip to collect the carcasses, which have contributed significantly to the collection of 

specimens already stored at the Durban Natural History Museum. 

22 March. This larger roost can have 10,000 plus falcons roosting there every summer. The hail stones that hit the 

Newcastle roost were much larger than those that hit the Mooi River roost, and tragically over 2,000 falcons did not 

survive the onslaught. 

The live birds were rescued and settled into the garage of local wildlife rehabilitator, Sylva Francis, in Newcastle. 

Teams from FreeMe KZN and the African Raptor Centre joined the group in Newcastle comprising of Sylva, members of 

the World Wide Fund for Nature and the Newcastle SPCA. Work continued till late to ensure as many falcons as possible 

were treated and if revived, uninjured and able, released again. A total of 820 birds from the Newcastle roost were 

released, with 27 returning with the FreeMe KZN team to join the Mooi River falcons needing over-winter care. 

FreeMe KZN is incredibly proud of its staff and volunteers, and very grateful to the organisations, vets, rehabilitators, 

bird ringers and members of the public who came to assist, and who supported us with donations and supplies. The success 

of both rescue operations has to be credited to the overwhelming surge of responses to the call for action from all the 

organisations and individuals involved, and above all the well-organised, disciplined and meticulous approach the 

FreeMe KZN team has to all its work with wildlife. These rescues are truly an example of keeping with FreeMe KZN’s 

motto of “Working together to enrich lives”.

Tammy Caine
www.freemekzn.co.za

PHOTOS: David Allan

David Allan reported on March 26 on the carcasses that were counted at the Durban Museum: 712 died during 

the Mooi River hailstorm and 1,088 died during the Newcastle hailstorm, in total 1,800. 

Update from the Durban Natural Science Museum

The SABAP2 website is a treasure of information

Figure 1: Map of African Pygmy Kingfisher. Click on the square in the top 

right corner to go to full screen view.

A NEW website for the Southern African Bird Atlas Project was launched in February 2019 

that boasts a modern look and functionality. The website is a treasure trove of information for atlasers 

and non-atlasers alike. This article describes some of the useful information available on the website. 

Figure 2 : Click on the pentad for which you would like a species list

Figure 3 : Click on the heading “Full (RR%)” to change the sort order so that the 

birds with the highest reporting rate are at the top.
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This idea has since spread across the world, informing conservation decisions and setting the model

Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas had their origins in the European Union – which at the time was still the 

European Economic Community (EEC). In 1979, the EEC adopted the Birds Directive, which requires all member states 

to identify and protect areas that are important habitats for birds. However, it soon became clear that few understood 

where the most important sites for birds were. It was time for BirdLife to take the helm. So we came up with the criteria to 

identify these sites – and started to put them into action.

for wider initiatives to follow suit. Here are the top successes achieved in that time.

WAY back in 1979, when people had only just stopped wearing flared trousers and BirdLife was still called the ICBP (The 

International Council for Bird Preservation), we launched a bold new idea – one whose influence has gone far further than 

we could ever have hoped.

By 1994, IBAs had started expanding across the world. There are now over 13,000 IBAs, which cover 6.7% of the 

earth’s land surface and 4.2% of the oceans.

Everyone knows about protected areas like national parks or 

nature reserves. But where should they be located? Often, 

governments may not realise how important a particular site is. IBAs set out to change this – and it worked. Mapping the 

IBAs in Tunisia prompted the national government to grant reserve status to 29 previously unprotected sites. And when 

BirdLife declared Lo Go Xa Mat in Vietnam an IBA, it generated considerable interest among local officials, who hadn’t 

realised the site’s value and had started to drain the wetland and convert it to farmland. These activities were halted and, in 

July 2002, Lo Go Xa Mat was declared a National Park.

1. They've made wind farms more bird-safe

But what makes IBAs unique? Firstly, they are identified using the same set of criteria across the whole world, in all 

countries and in all ecosystems. And unlike landscape-scale approaches such as Biodiversity Hotspots, they pinpoint 

single sites that can be protected by conservation action to safeguard crucial habitats for one or more bird species. They 

also tend to be important for wider biodiversity, protecting a diverse range of plants and animals.

Renewable energy seems like the perfect solution to the looming climate crisis: clean, low-emissions, and completely 

sustainable. It sounds too good to be true – and sadly, for the birds that meet their end colliding with the rotating blades of 

wind turbines, it is. But there is a way to prevent millions of deaths. The Soaring Birds Sensitivity Mapping Tool shows 

planners where birds concentrate in large numbers and makes sure they don’t build wind farms in important bird habitats, 

or right across birds’ flight paths. And what’s one of the main ways of mapping these sensitive sites for birds? Using IBAs!

Money and morals don’t always go hand in hand. But more and 

more financial institutions are using environmental criteria to 

decide where to invest their money, so that the projects they finance 

don’t damage species or habitats. In particular, the European 

Investment Bank (EIB) and the European Bank of Reconstruction 

and Development (EBRD) specifically reference IBAs in their 

safeguards. The EIB requires project proposals to state whether 

they will have a negative impact on IBAs, while EBRD considers 

IBAs as part of “priority biodiversity features” that are particularly 

irreplaceable or vulnerable. The World Bank and International 

Finance Corporation also use data on IBAs to screen out potentially 

damaging investments.

BirdLife International set out to identify the most important sites for birds in Europe 40 years ago.

Here’s how IBAs have helped to conserve the environment over the past 40 years.

3. They sparked the formation of hundreds of 
protected areas

2. They help banks to decide where to invest their money

A Baya Weaver nesting colony. These 

weaverbirds are found across the Indian 

Subcontinent and Southeast Asia

Photo: Tahirs Photography

THIS appeal comes to you from Karis Daniel:

 I am a newly-started master's student in the Department of 

Biological Sciences at the University of Cape Town. I completed my 

undergraduate studies in conservation biology at Wilson College and 

the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in the United States 

and am eager to continue my education by contributing to South Africa's 

vast conservation network.

Thank you again for your support; I look forward to seeing more of the birds that you encounter!

Karis Daniel

My MSc supervisors are Les Underhill and Greg Distiller at UCT, 

and Alison Cameron at Bangor University in Wales. Alison is 

particularly excited about this project because the existence of two 

independent mapping projects, SABAP2 and BirdPix, is a global first. 

She is keen to understand which statistical models are most reliable.  

If you have any questions or require assistance, please contact me at this email address:  or Les dnlkar006@myuct.ac.za

at .les.underhill@uct.ac.za

Msc Candidate, University of Cape Town

In light of the conservation significance of this project, I would ask 

you to please keep submitting your bird photos to BirdPix. We are on the verge of making important use of this database, 

and you can contribute by helping us to rapidly increase its size. We would also be extremely grateful if you would share 

your enthusiasm - encourage friends with photos of birds to submit as well.

I will be using your BirdPix data to “model” the full distributions of 

the species represented and compare these with distributions generated 

by the SABAP2 project. If we can successfully accomplish this with 

BirdPix data, the implications are exciting: modelled maps based on 

data in LepiMAP, OdonataMAP, ReptileMAP, etc. are also likely to be 

reliable.

My research project crucially involves the data in the BirdPix section 

of the Virtual Museum. BirdPix experienced its best year ever in 2018, 

when 19,526 records were submitted. The total number of records in 

BirdPix is 73,899, fast approaching 75,000. The monthly rate has 

increased to around 2,000 records.

Summary

Find gaps in the 2019 coverage map

There is lots more you can do on the SABAP2 website. Spend some time on the website, try out the different menu 

items and search for the hidden treasures. The data shown on these maps were collected by dedicated atlasers and we thank 

them for their contribution. If you are keen to become an atlaser, write to sabap2@birdlife.org.za

Ernst Retief

Easy. Visit  and then select the menu item “Coverage”, then “South Africa” and then the http://sabap2.adu.org.za/

province you want to atlas. A map with all the pentads atlased since 2007 will be displayed. To the right of the map select 

“2019” in the “Select Year” drop down box. This restricts the map to pentads atlased in 2019. By zooming into the area, it 

is easy to identify pentads that have not been atlased in 2019. 

BirdLife South Africa

Lastly, for the atlasers. Earlier this year we set atlasers a challenge to atlas 5 300 pentads in 2019. The reason for this 

request is that in order to monitor changes in bird distribution, we need data for as many pentads as possible each year. So, 

how do you know if a pentad has been atlased in 2019?

Call on birders to submit their bird photographs

In this map, the areas with small dots have 

a shortage of BirdPix data. The distribution 

maps generated for these areas are not 

reliable. In the next 12 months, there is an 

especial need to expand the dark areas 

and decrease the light areas. The definition 

of the dark areas on this map was quite 

generous! So even the dark areas could 

also use lots more data.

Five ways in which Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas have changed conservation

http://sabap2@birdlife.org.za


This idea has since spread across the world, informing conservation decisions and setting the model

Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas had their origins in the European Union – which at the time was still the 

European Economic Community (EEC). In 1979, the EEC adopted the Birds Directive, which requires all member states 

to identify and protect areas that are important habitats for birds. However, it soon became clear that few understood 

where the most important sites for birds were. It was time for BirdLife to take the helm. So we came up with the criteria to 

identify these sites – and started to put them into action.

for wider initiatives to follow suit. Here are the top successes achieved in that time.

WAY back in 1979, when people had only just stopped wearing flared trousers and BirdLife was still called the ICBP (The 

International Council for Bird Preservation), we launched a bold new idea – one whose influence has gone far further than 

we could ever have hoped.

By 1994, IBAs had started expanding across the world. There are now over 13,000 IBAs, which cover 6.7% of the 

earth’s land surface and 4.2% of the oceans.

Everyone knows about protected areas like national parks or 

nature reserves. But where should they be located? Often, 

governments may not realise how important a particular site is. IBAs set out to change this – and it worked. Mapping the 
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realised the site’s value and had started to drain the wetland and convert it to farmland. These activities were halted and, in 

July 2002, Lo Go Xa Mat was declared a National Park.

1. They've made wind farms more bird-safe
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3. They sparked the formation of hundreds of 
protected areas

2. They help banks to decide where to invest their money

A Baya Weaver nesting colony. These 

weaverbirds are found across the Indian 

Subcontinent and Southeast Asia

Photo: Tahirs Photography

THIS appeal comes to you from Karis Daniel:

 I am a newly-started master's student in the Department of 

Biological Sciences at the University of Cape Town. I completed my 

undergraduate studies in conservation biology at Wilson College and 

the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in the United States 

and am eager to continue my education by contributing to South Africa's 

vast conservation network.

Thank you again for your support; I look forward to seeing more of the birds that you encounter!

Karis Daniel

My MSc supervisors are Les Underhill and Greg Distiller at UCT, 

and Alison Cameron at Bangor University in Wales. Alison is 

particularly excited about this project because the existence of two 

independent mapping projects, SABAP2 and BirdPix, is a global first. 

She is keen to understand which statistical models are most reliable.  

If you have any questions or require assistance, please contact me at this email address:  or Les dnlkar006@myuct.ac.za

at .les.underhill@uct.ac.za

Msc Candidate, University of Cape Town

In light of the conservation significance of this project, I would ask 

you to please keep submitting your bird photos to BirdPix. We are on the verge of making important use of this database, 

and you can contribute by helping us to rapidly increase its size. We would also be extremely grateful if you would share 

your enthusiasm - encourage friends with photos of birds to submit as well.

I will be using your BirdPix data to “model” the full distributions of 

the species represented and compare these with distributions generated 

by the SABAP2 project. If we can successfully accomplish this with 

BirdPix data, the implications are exciting: modelled maps based on 

data in LepiMAP, OdonataMAP, ReptileMAP, etc. are also likely to be 

reliable.

My research project crucially involves the data in the BirdPix section 

of the Virtual Museum. BirdPix experienced its best year ever in 2018, 

when 19,526 records were submitted. The total number of records in 

BirdPix is 73,899, fast approaching 75,000. The monthly rate has 

increased to around 2,000 records.

Summary

Find gaps in the 2019 coverage map

There is lots more you can do on the SABAP2 website. Spend some time on the website, try out the different menu 

items and search for the hidden treasures. The data shown on these maps were collected by dedicated atlasers and we thank 

them for their contribution. If you are keen to become an atlaser, write to sabap2@birdlife.org.za

Ernst Retief

Easy. Visit  and then select the menu item “Coverage”, then “South Africa” and then the http://sabap2.adu.org.za/

province you want to atlas. A map with all the pentads atlased since 2007 will be displayed. To the right of the map select 

“2019” in the “Select Year” drop down box. This restricts the map to pentads atlased in 2019. By zooming into the area, it 

is easy to identify pentads that have not been atlased in 2019. 

BirdLife South Africa

Lastly, for the atlasers. Earlier this year we set atlasers a challenge to atlas 5 300 pentads in 2019. The reason for this 

request is that in order to monitor changes in bird distribution, we need data for as many pentads as possible each year. So, 

how do you know if a pentad has been atlased in 2019?

Call on birders to submit their bird photographs

In this map, the areas with small dots have 

a shortage of BirdPix data. The distribution 

maps generated for these areas are not 

reliable. In the next 12 months, there is an 

especial need to expand the dark areas 

and decrease the light areas. The definition 

of the dark areas on this map was quite 

generous! So even the dark areas could 

also use lots more data.

Five ways in which Important Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas have changed conservation

http://sabap2@birdlife.org.za


The Zululand IBA, which was proposed by BirdLife South Africa, is the culmination of 

several years of dedicated effort to get both private and community game reserves to sign the agreement linking the 

uMkhuze section of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park and the Pongola Nature Reserve, the only two areas originally 

registered with the IBA.

“The IBA also supports a critical component of savannah-nesting vulture species which in KZN are confined to 

Zululand. All of these vulture species are listed as globally threatened. Each year, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife undertakes 

AN area of 130,735 hectares, linking numerous game reserves in northern Zululand, has been 

declared an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area earlier this year. It has been described as “the 

single largest private sector conservation initiative in KwaZulu-Natal ever”.    

In its proposal BLSA states that “the diversity of habitat types in the area is the main reason for the large number of bird 

species present. In addition, the northern areas of the IBA support a number of species at the southernmost limit of their 

range such as Bennett's Woodpecker, Burchell's Starling, Red-billed Buffalo Weaver, Magpie Shrike, Pearl-spotted 

Owlet, Red-headed Weaver, Brown-headed Parrot, African Grey and Southern Red-billed Hornbills, Levaillant's Cuckoo 

and Purple Roller. 

The project was spearheaded by Clive Vivier, owner of Leopard Mountain Lodge. “We have this incredible wilderness 

area that needed to have its biodiversity and sustainable generation of income preserved through the green economy of 

eco-tourism,” he said. “The special focus is avi-tourism (birding), which creates jobs and taxable income and generates 

foreign exchange for the country, while at the same time preserving biodiversity for future generations. Along with avi-

tourism is the importance of saving bees and trees and the restoration of areas.”

After the success of IBAs became apparent, it wasn’t long before conservationists outside the bird world wanted a bit of 

the action. And so, in 2016, we helped to establish the Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) Partnership – an alliance of twelve of 

the world’s leading conservation organisations and funders, all working towards one goal – to map, monitor and conserve 

the most important places, not just for birds, but for life on earth. Not only are KBAs inspired by the same model as IBAs, 

but much of the science that we gathered from IBAs was used to design the criteria for KBA identification. All IBAs now 

qualify as Global or Regional KBAs.

4. They’ve guided countries’ progress towards global biodiversity targets
In 2010, the Convention on Biological Diversity met up to devise a strategic plan for conserving nature, outlining 20 

targets (the Aichi Targets) to be met by 2020 in order to slow the catastrophic destruction of nature occurring on earth. 

With the deadline nearing, it’s clear that not all of the targets have been met. But IBAs have helped governments to make 

progress towards some of the most important ones. Aichi Target number 11 commits signatories to conserving 17% of the 

earth’s surface, “especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity”. With IBAs forming the most comprehensive 

network of such sites worldwide, their coverage is used to track progress towards this target. Conserving IBAs is also a 

priority for target 12: preventing extinctions and helping threatened species to recover.

5. They’ve set the trend for conserving all life on earth

From this, we can see that IBAs have been the catalyst for a 

whole new approach – and their influence is sure to be felt 

through future decades.

Two papers reviewing the development and impact of IBAs 

have recently been published in Bird Conservation 

International:

– Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs): their impact on 

conservation policy, advocacy and action.

– Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs): the development 

and characteristics of a global inventory of key sites for biodiversity.

Jessica Law
BirdLife International

Photo: Aleksandra H. Kossowska
Lake Tana, Ethiopia is an IBA and a KBA 

Zululand IBA declared in northern KwaZulu-Natal

aerial surveys of the region to count the number of active vulture and raptor nest sites.

BLSA acknowledged Clive Vivier for driving the process with landowners and Johan and Alison Gouws from BirdLife 

Zululand who undertook extensive surveys to help increase the knowledge of the species that occur in the area. Johann 

was the former chair of BLZ and the current chair, Carole Hills, says the club intends to continue doing bird counts in these 

reserves.

Zululand Observer

“The following globally threatened species also occur: Martial Eagle, Bateleur, Crowned Eagle and Southern Ground-

Hornbill. Regionally threatened species include Half-collared Kingfisher, Neergaard's Sunbird, Marabou Stork, African 

Broadbill and Lanner Falcon. Range-restricted and biome-restricted species include Kurrichane Thrush, Chorister Robin-

Chat, Rudd's Apalis, Gorgeous Bush-Shrike, White-bellied Sunbird, Pink-throated Twinspot and Lemon-breasted 

Canary.”

Photo: supplied; map image BLSA

Clive Vivier (above) and a map of

the newly declared Zululand  IBA (right)

BIRD NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS

An eye-popping phenomenon

IT IS interesting that a handful of species in the region exhibit contrasting eye colour differences and that this phenomenon 

is often linked to recognised subspecies. One of the more notable examples is the distinctive crimson eye of the two 

northern Black-backed Puffback subspecies, hamatus and okavangensis. Their eye colour is in complete contrast to 

southern nominate cubla that has conspicuous orange, or yellow-orange eyes. The geographic divide between hamatus 

and cubla is roughly just south of the Tugela River.

Black-backed Puffback

Photos: Graham McGill
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This also applies to females.

Perhaps the best known example of eye colour difference within species is the northern Hadeda Ibis subspecies 

brevirostris that has a whitish coloured eye. If you are used to seeing southern African Hadedas, you'll take a step 

backwards in disbelief. Its eye is just so obvious and conspicuous. This race only just enters our region, occupying the 

waterways and adjacent areas of the Caprivi and northern Botswana.

Interestingly, the meaning of the specific name of the northern subspecies brevirostris is “short-billed”. Named in error 

by Reichenow as its bill is decidedly longer (and heavier) than that of hagedash! Perhaps he, at the time (1907), was 

comparing it to a different ibis species? 

African Green Pigeon shows an impressive plumage colour range within the region. 

Of the seven subspecies in the region, all have pale, white-ish eyes, except one, damarensis. This taxon has the most 

superb cobalt-blue eyes, a feature that is very evident in the field. Some of the African Green Pigeon subspecies in central 

Africa also have bluish coloured eyes. 

Less evident in-field is the paler eye colour of Black-collared Barbet bocagei subspecies that occupies the northern 

regions of Namibia and Botswana.

Eye colour differences within species, however, are more difficult to explain. The above photographic examples don’t 

seem to follow any particular pattern when it comes to eye colour. You could say that in the two species, Hadeda and 

Black-collared Barbet, the subspecies with paler eyes occupy the brighter, more northern habitats. On the contrary, the 

puffback and pigeon subspecies that occupy the hotter, brighter regions have darker eye colours! 

We also thank Johann Grobbelaar for comment and Graham McGill for allowing us to use his Black-backed Puffback 

photographs from southern KZN. 

There are also regional eye colour differences in species such as Cape Batis, but this may possibly be linked to specific 

regions and not subspecies differentiation. Also, the southern African Speckled Mousebird has a darkish eye, whereas 

some of the central and east African birds have whitish eyes. Although the two Rufous-bellied Tit subspecies do exhibit 

eye colour differences, pallidiventris  in Zimbabwe show darkish eyes. Yet the same subspecies in Malawi tends to show 

brighter eyes, not dissimilar to the bright eyes of diligens that occupies the Caprivi region. A less convincing example.

Hugh Chittenden and Greg Davies

We thank the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund for allowing us to include the pigeon plumage variation, illustrated by 

Ingrid Weiersbye (Roberts Geographic Variation of southern Africa, 2012).

In very simple terms, populations that occupy brighter, drier habitats tend to have paler plumages than those that 

evolved in higher rainfall areas, e.g. more densely wooded or forested habitats. So, in order to appear more camouflaged, 

they tend to have darker pigmented feathering. The African Green Pigeon illustrations (page 9) are good examples. The 

three paler, yellower subspecies occupy the drier, less wooded and brighter habitats within southern Africa. Conversely, 

the four darker plumaged subspecies occupy more shaded, well-foliaged, and forested eastern and southern regions.

Finally, it’s worth adding that most bird species in the region don't exhibit subspecific eye colour differences, the above 

being the most noteworthy exceptions.

Photos: Hugh Chittenden
Hadeda Ibis
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IN April I visited a neighbour and, while sitting on their patio, I saw a Red-eyed Dove fly onto the paving outside in very 

close proximity to us. We noticed it had what appeared to be seed sticking to its beak and it was clearly uncomfortable. In 

fact, it was in distress and I firmly believe it had come to us for help, as I was able to put my hands over it and lift it without 

it struggling at all.

We tried to clear its beak of the seed, but could see that the “blockage” went deeper and beyond our ability to deal with 

it. I noticed too that it gave off a foul odour, so we decided to take the bird to the Free-Me Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in 

Howick.

I guess there is a lesson here for bird lovers to 

keep feeders clean and dry, making sure that seed is 

fresh at all times.

Norman Freeman                 

Amber Lakes, Howick

However – in discussion with her, it is believed 

that this condition was possibly caused by the dove 

eating bird seed, provided by a well-meaning bird 

lover, but which had become wet and fermented. 

Being sticky, the bird would have had difficulty in 

swallowing the seed and it had probably stuck in 

the birds trachea and caused the infection.

The very compassionate and knowledgeable young lady on duty diagnosed the condition as being a very serious state 

of tracheal infection. The resultant inflammation caused the lower throat area to become enlarged and swollen, which is 

clearly evident in the photo. This was causing the 

bird difficulty in breathing. Unfortunately the 

condition was too far gone to save the dove and it 

had to be put out of its misery.

Photo: Norman Freeman
Red-eyed Dove, 13 April 2019, Howick

African Harrier-Hawk enjoys life

in Midlands residential estate

On 17 February this year I saw the bird pictured above 

regurgitating a pellet on a neighbour’s roof and then watched 

as it flew off using the cover of the roofs to a dam nearby  –  – 

where it tucked into a colony of Village Weaver nests.

The abundant food supply must contribute to its breeding 

success and immature birds are seen every year (picture right).

Crystelle Wilson  Amber Lee, Howick

THE Greater Ambers residential estate at Howick appears to 

be a happy hunting ground for African Harrier-Hawks. 

Speckled Pigeons breed prolifically in the roofs of the homes 

and the raptors are often seen raiding these nests and finding a 

convenient perch nearby to consume their prey (picture left).

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT MAY 2019

Halcyon leucocephala
KZN Rarity

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER 

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 23 April 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

THINGS are now starting to quieten down on the rarities 
front, although St Lucia and Richards Bay continue to be 
the places to go for long-staying rarities and frigatebirds! 
More unusual species for this report were Black-winged 
Pratincole between Franklin and Kokstad and a few Lark-
like Buntings in the Sani Pass/Underberg area.

RARITIES

Two, Muzi Pan, Zululand, 11 February 2019, 

One, Gingindlovu district, 16 February 2019 

National Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 12 February to 11 May 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

LESSER MOORHEN Paragallinula angulata

One, Sappi Stanger, 30 March 2019, Hennie Jordaan.

One immature, Port Edward, 12 March to 8 May 2019, 
Hazel Nevin, Adam Cruikshank and others.

One, Lake Sibaya, 16 February 2019 

Haematopus ostralegus

KZN Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 4 April 2019, 

Bernadette Wessels.

GREAT SNIPE Gallinago media

KZN Rarity

David Hoddinott.

National Rarity

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER 

Two, Ghost Mountain Inn, 23 April 2019, Manuela Krog.

CHESTNUT-BANDED PLOVER Charadrius pallidus
KZN Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 10 May 2019

One, Richards Bay, 18 April 2019, Kevin Westermann.

(SA Rare Bird News).

BLACK-WINGED PRATINCOLE 
Glareola nordmanni

(SA Rare Bird News).

ALLEN'S GALLINULE Porphyrio alleni

SPOTTED CRAKE Porzana porzana

KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).
One, in a garden in La Mercy, 23 April 2019 

One, St Lucia Estuary, 5 March 2019 
National Rarity
SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, between Franklin and Kokstad, 26 February 2019, 
Dylan Weyer.

KZN Rarity

AYRES'S HAWK EAGLE Hieraaetus ayresii

GREAT CRESTED GREBE Podiceps cristatus

DARK CHANTING GOSHAWK Melierax metabates
KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).
One, New Germany Nature Reserve, 28 February 2019, 
Daniel Loumeau.

KZN Rarity
Two, Klipfontein Dam, Vryheid, 15 April 2019 

David Hoddinott.

KZN Rarity
DWARF BITTERN Ixobrychus sturmii

Leon Bruggeman and Bernadette Wessels.

Eight, offshore of St Lucia, 4 May 2019, 

One, Mkhuze Game Reserve, 11 February 2019, 

One, Muzi Pan, Zululand, 3 March 2019, Nick Schaller 
(KZN Rarity accepted).

ABDIM'S STORK Ciconia abdimii
KZN Rarity

One, Man-Ya-Wana Private Game Reserve, 
28 March 2019, Digby Cyrus.

KZN Rarity
One, Richards Bay, 8 February 2019 

(SA Rare Bird News).

Two, Lake Teza, Zululand, 23 March - 19 April 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Giant's Castle Game Reserve, 9 April 2019, 
Dominic Rollinson.

GREATER FRIGATEBIRD Fregata minor
National Rarity

One, offshore of St Lucia, 4 May 2019, 
David Hoddinott.

One, St Lucia, 20 February 2019, (SA Rare Bird News).

One Zinkwazi beach, 15 February and 17 April 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

KZN Rarity

LARK-LIKE BUNTING Emberiza impetuani

(KZN Rarity accepted).

One, Pigeon Valley Nature Reserve, 19 April 2019, 
Crispin Hemson.

One, St Lucia estuary, 10 February 2019, 
Dennis Roberts.

Two, St Lucia, 21 February to 31 March 2019 

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD Fregata ariel

One, Karkloof, 9 February 2019 Tyron Dall 

(SA Rare Bird News).

One, Cape Vidal, 15-23 April 2019, Ian Ferreira and 
Gregory Gillespie.

KZN Rarity

KNYSNA WARBLER Bradypterus sylvaticus

National Rarity

Two, Sani Pass, 12 May 2019, Stuart McLean.

Call on people to keep bird feeders clean



IN April I visited a neighbour and, while sitting on their patio, I saw a Red-eyed Dove fly onto the paving outside in very 

close proximity to us. We noticed it had what appeared to be seed sticking to its beak and it was clearly uncomfortable. In 

fact, it was in distress and I firmly believe it had come to us for help, as I was able to put my hands over it and lift it without 

it struggling at all.

We tried to clear its beak of the seed, but could see that the “blockage” went deeper and beyond our ability to deal with 

it. I noticed too that it gave off a foul odour, so we decided to take the bird to the Free-Me Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre in 

Howick.

I guess there is a lesson here for bird lovers to 

keep feeders clean and dry, making sure that seed is 

fresh at all times.

Norman Freeman                 

Amber Lakes, Howick

However – in discussion with her, it is believed 

that this condition was possibly caused by the dove 

eating bird seed, provided by a well-meaning bird 

lover, but which had become wet and fermented. 

Being sticky, the bird would have had difficulty in 

swallowing the seed and it had probably stuck in 

the birds trachea and caused the infection.

The very compassionate and knowledgeable young lady on duty diagnosed the condition as being a very serious state 

of tracheal infection. The resultant inflammation caused the lower throat area to become enlarged and swollen, which is 

clearly evident in the photo. This was causing the 

bird difficulty in breathing. Unfortunately the 

condition was too far gone to save the dove and it 

had to be put out of its misery.

Photo: Norman Freeman
Red-eyed Dove, 13 April 2019, Howick

African Harrier-Hawk enjoys life

in Midlands residential estate

On 17 February this year I saw the bird pictured above 

regurgitating a pellet on a neighbour’s roof and then watched 

as it flew off using the cover of the roofs to a dam nearby  –  – 

where it tucked into a colony of Village Weaver nests.

The abundant food supply must contribute to its breeding 

success and immature birds are seen every year (picture right).

Crystelle Wilson  Amber Lee, Howick

THE Greater Ambers residential estate at Howick appears to 

be a happy hunting ground for African Harrier-Hawks. 

Speckled Pigeons breed prolifically in the roofs of the homes 

and the raptors are often seen raiding these nests and finding a 

convenient perch nearby to consume their prey (picture left).

HONORARY RECORDER’S REPORT MAY 2019

Halcyon leucocephala
KZN Rarity

GREY-HEADED KINGFISHER 

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 23 April 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

THINGS are now starting to quieten down on the rarities 
front, although St Lucia and Richards Bay continue to be 
the places to go for long-staying rarities and frigatebirds! 
More unusual species for this report were Black-winged 
Pratincole between Franklin and Kokstad and a few Lark-
like Buntings in the Sani Pass/Underberg area.

RARITIES

Two, Muzi Pan, Zululand, 11 February 2019, 
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National Rarity
One, St Lucia estuary, 12 February to 11 May 2019 
(SA Rare Bird News).

(SA Rare Bird News).

LESSER MOORHEN Paragallinula angulata

One, Sappi Stanger, 30 March 2019, Hennie Jordaan.

One immature, Port Edward, 12 March to 8 May 2019, 
Hazel Nevin, Adam Cruikshank and others.

One, Lake Sibaya, 16 February 2019 
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KZN Rarity

One, Darvill Bird Sanctuary, 4 April 2019, 

Bernadette Wessels.
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KZN Rarity

David Hoddinott.

National Rarity
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KZN Rarity
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(SA Rare Bird News).
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(SA Rare Bird News).
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(SA Rare Bird News).
One, in a garden in La Mercy, 23 April 2019 

One, St Lucia Estuary, 5 March 2019 
National Rarity
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(SA Rare Bird News).

One, between Franklin and Kokstad, 26 February 2019, 
Dylan Weyer.

KZN Rarity
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KZN Rarity

(SA Rare Bird News).
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David Hoddinott.
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One, Muzi Pan, Zululand, 3 March 2019, Nick Schaller 
(KZN Rarity accepted).
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Call on people to keep bird feeders clean



Guest speaker, Hugh Chittenden, with long-standing members 

of BLPN, Sally King Bartho and Gordon Bennett

PHOTO: Crystelle Wilson

thThe 70  anniversary celebration was held at 

the Krantzkloof Conservancy Centre on 18 May. 

Hugh Chittenden was the guest speaker and he 

gave a most interesting presentation on “Bird life 

in Durban and surroundings: past and present”. 

We had wonderful support from a number of 

organisations making it a successful event. Birding Ecotours, a tour company specialising in small group tours for birders 

to places around the globe, provided funding which covered the venue hire.  Andrew Whysall of Whylo very generously 

donated  a pair of Swarovski 8X25 CL compact binoculars valued at R12,000 which was raffled at R20 a ticket. The raffle 
thwas won by Shirley Power-Wilson of Musgrave Road, Durban. Coincidentally, it is also Swarovski Optiks’ 70  

anniversary this year.

course was somewhat experimental as it did not 

purport to advise on a choice of binoculars or how 

to identify specific birds, but to show how birds 

intersect our lives in legend, poetry and song, 

where species names come from, birding 

terminology and finally an introduction to 

logging bird sightings and the SABAP2 project. 

The course was attended by 250 people.  Further 

courses are planned to be held throughout the 

year.

Interesting sightings in the area include the sustained 

presence of Magpie Mannikins at Jubilee Park in Westville, a 

little gem of a park which has fine piece of swamp forest and 

is lovingly maintained through the leadership of John Hinck 

and Marion Spence. A further unusual sighting was of a 

Palmnut Vulture feeding on a dead turtle washed up on 

Illovo Beach (reported on Facebook by Karen and Willie 

Diedericks). At least four  of these vultures have been seen 

around Illovo Beach during March.

Adam Cruickshank, our vice-chair, organised another 

fund-raising event between 15 March and 30 April with the 

support of BirdLasser. He was sponsored for amounts 

varying between 10 cents and R10 for each bird he logged on 

the atlas project during this time. 

Nicolette Forbes
082 451 8078 

CHAIR’S CHIRP 

THIS is an exciting period for BirdLife Port Natal. Since holding our AGM 

on 16 February, the elected committee for 2019 has swung into action in their 
thportfolios with renewed energy and enthusiasm as we move into the 70  

anniversary year of the club.  

We have managed to reach a whole host of birders with a course entitled “Being a Better Birder” which was run six 

times between December 2018 and April 2019 at Paradise Valley, Krantzkloof and uMbogavango Nature Reserves. The 

Celebrating the past and changing the future

Some changes to the way the club does business includes a new email list service to members which allows the addition 

of more visual notices for outings, meetings and events. The outings are a great way for members and non-members to 

explore birding areas within the municipal boundaries and those further afield. Indoor meetings continue with excellent 

presentations and we ask members to please make the effort to support these once-a-month gatherings as there is a lot of 

work which goes into setting up the presenters and the venue. These meetings are also a good time to link up with fellow 

birders and speak to committee members with two or more usually in attendance at the meetings. There are a number of 

other activities being planned to try to reach more of the members with the possibility of a pop-up evening presentation or 

pub quiz in your area.

Palmnut Vulture feeding on a dead turtle, March 

2019, Illovo Beach

PHOTO: Karen Diederiks

One, Manyoni Private Game Reserve, 

One, New Germany Nature Reserve, 3 March 2019, Jane 

Morris and others. 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting

OTHER SIGHTINGS

25 February 2019 (SA Rare Bird News).

Corn Crake

One, Cotswold Downs Golfing Estate, 

20-26 December 2018, 

OUT-OF-RANGE SIGHTINGS

Sandy Yorke-Mitchell and Sandy Olver.

Caveat: the sightings recorded here have been submitted 

directly to me or have been posted on the SABirdNet or 

SA Rare Bird News and have not been vetted by any 

rarities committee for validation unless otherwise noted. 

As such, the information presented here should be used 

with due consideration. 

Steve Davis: Honorary Recorder
031 2054459, Fax: 031 2731302

e-mail: sdavis@smri.org

59 Edmonds Road

DURBAN 4001

The following KZN records have been accepted by the committee since the February 2019 honorary recorder's report.

KZN Rarities Accepted

CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

BirdLife
PORT NATAL

BirdLife
ZULULAND

CHAIR’S CHIRP

During April, we celebrated our 21st birthday with a “big birding weekend” 

on Saturday 6 - Sunday 7 April, visiting St Lucia and Mtunzini. Despite the 

“change-of-season” dearth of birds, our group of about 22 birders clocked up an 

awesome 94 species at St Lucia. We opted for two different walk destinations.

The estuary was for those feeling like a good walking workout  – and boy, did they! They walked all the way to and 

climbed the Maphelane tern roost on the Umfolozi river. They logged 51 bird species on the atlas list. Some specials 

included a flock of 17 Fulvous Whistling Ducks and an Eurasian Oystercatcher. 

GREETINGS from Zululand. Time seems to fly by (’scuse the pun). 

The second group had a less strenuous time, but still got good exercise along the iGwala Gwala trail where they atlassed 

43 bird species. Specials amongst them were Livingstone’s Turaco, Crowned Hornbill, Dark-backed Weaver and a 

stunning, close-up photo encounter with a Brown Scrub Robin. 

Sunday saw group of about 20 birders walk the paths of the Umlalazi Nature Reserve estuary in Mtunzini and they 
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CHAIR’S CHIRP

During April, we celebrated our 21st birthday with a “big birding weekend” 

on Saturday 6 - Sunday 7 April, visiting St Lucia and Mtunzini. Despite the 

“change-of-season” dearth of birds, our group of about 22 birders clocked up an 

awesome 94 species at St Lucia. We opted for two different walk destinations.

The estuary was for those feeling like a good walking workout  – and boy, did they! They walked all the way to and 

climbed the Maphelane tern roost on the Umfolozi river. They logged 51 bird species on the atlas list. Some specials 

included a flock of 17 Fulvous Whistling Ducks and an Eurasian Oystercatcher. 

GREETINGS from Zululand. Time seems to fly by (’scuse the pun). 

The second group had a less strenuous time, but still got good exercise along the iGwala Gwala trail where they atlassed 

43 bird species. Specials amongst them were Livingstone’s Turaco, Crowned Hornbill, Dark-backed Weaver and a 

stunning, close-up photo encounter with a Brown Scrub Robin. 

Sunday saw group of about 20 birders walk the paths of the Umlalazi Nature Reserve estuary in Mtunzini and they 



After returning to the picnic site and refreshments, the formalities got under way. Firstly, club chair Colin Summersgill 

presented a certificate of appreciation to Gordon Bennett, founder member, past president and leader of Darvill outings 

for 25 years. A gift of a book for Gordon is on order. 

Current club president, Mike Spain, also paid tribute to Gordon and then made a short speech outlining some of the 

highlights of the foundation of the Natal Midlands Bird Club 30 years ago (see below). After the formalities, we all 

enjoyed the celebration birthday cake, followed by a relaxed braai.

Viv O’Neill

ON 19 May 2019, a lovely autumn day, 20-25 birders assembled at Hilton 

College gates at 07h00 to join Colin Summersgill for an early walk. We split 

into two groups, each heading off in different directions, and crossing paths 

along the way. 

It seemed as if every species of waterfowl in South Africa 

was out there and each of us tried to identify them all at once. 

Dabchicks, Coots and all three Teals, White-faced Whistlers, 

Shovellers, Pochards, Yellow Bills and on the far bank, 

amongst a group of Darters and Reed Cormorants were three 

Knobbills, a male and two females.  

On a hot day in December – down memory lane

Treasurer   

 Mike Spain, 5 April 1987

The place was alive with birds! Excitement ran high as we piled out of the bakkie and moved through the long grass and 

tangled shrubs towards the water. There, crouched below the spread of a big old tree, we scanned the bright surface and 

dark banks. 

We were all there – Wee Gordie Bennett, P C Emmott, 

Doc Horner, Aids Ogilvie and me. 

We watched a Giant Kingfisher fly majestically across the 

water and then, high above us in the azure sky, we heard the 

cry of Africa, and looked up to see a Fish Eagle. What a 

place! What a day! In less than an hour we had run up over 

sixty species. 

It was getting really hot and I pushed back my hat to run a 

forearm across my wet brow. I looked towards the horizon, 

eyes narrowed to stop the glare. 

Darvill – quality birding on your doorstep.

All around us as we hid whispering to each other, we 

could hear and sometimes see, African Sedge, Cape Reed 

and Yellow Warblers, Bar-throated Apalis, Cape and 

Spectacled Weavers – it never stopped. 

There were no rolling hills, no forest of figs backed by 

purple peaks – just Nedbank Plaza and Meadow Feeds and a sprawl of sad houses. 

IT was only just after six o’clock, but the sun was already up and promising a scorcher of a day as our vehicle slowed down 

and came to a bumpy stop just below the first dam. 

On a mud patch away to our left, Ruffs, Wood Sandpipers, 

Little Stints and a solitary Common Sandpiper probed for 

their breakfast, whilst above them, Lesser Striped, Barn and 

White-throated Swallows in the company of Little Swifts 

and Brown-throated Martins caught their meal in the air.  

Our special thanks to all who contributed in any way to this 

successful milestone. Here’s to the next 21 years.  

On Monday evening, we celebrated our 21st birthday in true Zululand style and held a successful meeting, where we 

welcomed two new members onto the committee: 

Pieter Engelbrecht and Ruth Dawson. I’m so looking 

forward to some “younger generation” input. After the 

business part of the meeting was concluded, interesting 

topics were shared by our guest speakers. 

Hugh Chittenden took us through a thought-provoking 

presentation on rare and endangered birds in our area. His talks 

are so knowledgeable and insightful and really made me feel 

guilty to belong to the human race, which is increasingly 

contributing to the demise of our feathered friends. 

tallied up a total count of over 57 species. 

The sightings of the day included a pair of 

Black-throated Wattle-eyes and an Acacia 

Pied Barbet – which has not been seen in 

the area for a good while, as told to us by 

Hugh Chittenden, who popped by to say 

hello. Sadly the African Finfoot that is 

often seen there, was hiding. 

Carole Hills
082 465 6966

A great day was had by all, ending with 

a social braai with a spectacular sighting 

of a group of Great White Pelicans coming 

in to land. It was wonderful to have some 

of the local St Lucia birders join us on the 

Saturday, as well as Peter and Anita 

Divall, all the way from Howick, who 

shared the full celebration weekend and AGM with us. Thank you too, to Ingelore and Ian Taylor from St Lucia for 

attending the AGM. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/birdlifezululand

Mark Anderson, CEO of BirdLife South Africa, 

spoke on the projects that BLSA are currently involved 

in and the impact of these. He emphasised the 

importance of individuals becoming members of 

BLSA to contribute to the funds needed to run projects.

Anti-clockwise from front: Hugh Chittenden 

autographs a copy of the Roberts Bird Guide for 

Shevaun van Zyl, whilst new committee member 

Pieter Englebrecht and Jason Buhrmann wait 

their turn and local bird guide, Abednigo Dube,  

turns his hand to photography.

PHOTO: Carole Hills

Gordon Bennett and Mike Spain cut the 

anniversary cake 

PHOTO: Roger O’Neill

Club celebrates 30 years

Mark Anderson and Hugh Chittenden (back left) with the 

BirdLife Zululand committee for 2019. In the back next 

to Hugh are Rusty Lupton, Richard Johnstone (rarities) 

and new committee member Pieter Engelbrecht. Front 

from left are Karin Jacobs (secretary), Kevin 

Westermann, Carole Hills (chair) and new committee 

member Ruth Dawson.

PHOTO: Ingelore Taylor

PHOTO: Ingelore Taylor
Birders participating in the outing to St Lucia on 6 April 2019

KZN MIDLANDS
BirdLife
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Pieter Englebrecht and Jason Buhrmann wait 

their turn and local bird guide, Abednigo Dube,  

turns his hand to photography.
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Gordon Bennett and Mike Spain cut the 

anniversary cake 

PHOTO: Roger O’Neill

Club celebrates 30 years

Mark Anderson and Hugh Chittenden (back left) with the 

BirdLife Zululand committee for 2019. In the back next 

to Hugh are Rusty Lupton, Richard Johnstone (rarities) 

and new committee member Pieter Engelbrecht. Front 

from left are Karin Jacobs (secretary), Kevin 

Westermann, Carole Hills (chair) and new committee 

member Ruth Dawson.
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Birders participating in the outing to St Lucia on 6 April 2019
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If unsure, then ask the outing leader when you make contact to confirm your attendance. 

Sunday 23 June 08h00 – Birding at Amber Lee in Howick with Crystelle Wilson.  Please contact Crystelle to confirm and 

get directions 082 723 5158 or . There is a lapa at the dam where you can enjoy lunch crystelle.wilson@gmail.com

afterwards. Bring your food and chairs.

Support the outings as a lot of time and effort go into putting them together.

DIRECTIONS TO VENUES: Go to http://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/. 

OUTDOOR OUTINGS: Please don't forget to bring your tea/lunch baskets and chairs to socialise afterwards. Please 

note that many places now charge, so take entrance money, Wild and/or Rhino Cards with you.

KINDLY PHONE THE CONTACT PERSON FOR ANY SPECIFIC OUTING BEFOREHAND TO ENSURE 

THAT THE OUTING WILL TAKE PLACE. Participation is at your own risk. BirdLife Port Natal cannot be held 

responsible for theft/loss of property at any venue. An indemnity form must be signed by each participant at the start of the 

outing. A fee of R20.00 will be charged for non-members

JULY 2019

Saturday 1 June 07h30 – Pigeon Valley with Terry Walls. Please phone Terry to advise of attendance and confirm 

arrangements 082 871 6260 or  A small remnant patch of coastal bush which once covered the avianoak@yahoo.com.

whole of the Berea and never fails to delight. Spotted Ground Thrush is a common winter visitor. Directions: Travelling 

along the N3 towards Durban, take exit 3 – Ridge Road/Berea. Turn right over the bridge towards Glenwood. After a 

while, you’ll find Mazisi Kunene Avenue on your left – turn into it. Turn right into Princess Alice Avenue and the Pigeon 

Valley Park will be on your right. There is no parking inside the park, so find a spot along the road. 

Wednesday 12 June 19h00 – We are fortunate to be having Adrian Koopman, Professor of Zulu at the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal and publisher of many articles and books.  He has been involved with the study of names and naming 

systems and will be speaking on “Zulu bird names old and new: the Zulu Bird name Project 2013-2018”.  He will be 

followed by Eckhardt Buchman with a talk entitled “Oh shucks they changed the name again! How and why our birds' 

names change”. They will speak for approximately 25 minutes each and then take questions. There is always lively debate 

in the club regarding name changes so this promises to be an interesting evening. We meet at the Westville Methodist 

Church, Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville.

Wednesday 19 June 07h30 – Pigeon Valley with Sandi du Preez. Please advise Sandi of attendance 031 701 4839 or 073 

332 4431. A small, remnant patch of coastal bush which once covered the whole of the Berea. Spotted Ground-Thrush a 

special in winter and Buff-spotted Flufftails also present. Six sunbird species can be seen at this time of the year. 

Directions: Follow South Ridge Road from Tollgate, towards the University. Turn left into King George V Avenue then 

right into Princess Alice Avenue. The entrance is on the right. Bring chair, coffee/tea and eats for picnic afterwards

BIRDLIFE PORT NATAL

Please make use of the opportunity to bird with like-minded people.

JUNE 2019

attending our meetings and outings.  

Saturday 29 June 07h00 – Amanzimtoti Sports Club meet. Contact Tyron Dall on 082 657 7400 or Adam 061 485 3625 

for more information.

Please note that from 1 June 2019 there will be a nominal charge of R 20.00 for all non-members 

Saturday 6 July 07h30 – Durban Botanical Gardens with Terry Walls. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with 

Terry 082 871 6260 or . Durban Botanical Gardens can be broadly divided into three areas, open avianoak@yahoo.com

grassy ornamental gardens, wooded areas with tangles of vegetation and large trees and then the star of the show which is 

the lake area with its constant noisy and busy community of weavers, herons, ibis and waterfowl going about their 

business.  Red-capped Robin-chat, Drongos and Black Flycatcher give great opportunities for close encounters.  Black-

throated Wattle-eye is a real possibility. Directions:  From Berea Road, turn into Botanic Gardens Road and travel until 

the gardens are reached. Turn right into Sydenham Road and follow the signs to the new entrance.  After the walk we will 

go to the tea garden for refreshments.

ACTIVITIES Wednesday 10 July 19h00 – Bird Sense: Song, Rhythm and Music a talk by Nicky and Ticky Forbes. A fascinating look at 

bird calls, song and communication through sound.  This talk will make you more aware of the calls around you. Westville 

Methodist Church, Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville. 

Wednesday 17 July – Lesley Frescura.  Time and venue to be advised.  Please contact Lesley on  galefra@mweb.co,za

Sunday 21 July – Amatikulu with Steve Davis. Please advise Steve of attendance and to get time to meet plus final 

arrangements for the outing 083 775 4459  This small reserve is situated about 100 km north of Durban.  sdavis@smri.org.

Habitats include coastal, riparian and dune forest, grassland, lala palm, bushveld and estuary – the variety of which has 

resulted in a checklist of over 300 birds. Specials that have been seen here on previous trips include African Finfoot and 

White-fronted Bee-eater. Insect life is also usually good. Bring chairs and picnic lunch. Directions: Take the N2 north over 

the Tugela River and turn left at the sign to Amatikulu NR. (The sign is well after you have passed through the second toll 

plaza at Groutville.) Turn left at the signpost and at the stop street turn right going over the N2. Follow this road until you 

come to the next sign to the reserve entrance. Turn left onto this gravel road which is at places somewhat potholed. Park 

inside the entrance gate. An entrance fee is payable.  About 1 hour.

Weekend away 12-14 July – Umlalazi Nature Reserve with Jane and Mike Roseblade. Mtunzini has a lot of birding on 

offer and includes some winter specials like Mangrove Kingfisher, Chorister Robin-Chat and Spotted Ground Thrush, not 

forgetting that Palmnut Vulture is resident there. For campsites make your own booking direct with the reserve office on 

035 340 1836. Hutted accommodation can be booked via  . Directions: https://ekznw.co.za/Resorts/Umlalazi/Ezemvelo

N2 North Coast to Mtunzini Toll Plaza, for approximately 140 km, then follow the signs to Umlalazi NR.  Please advise 

Jane on  if you are attending. Emails regarding activities, times etc. will be sent to participating janette@mweb.co.za

members.

Saturday 20 July 08h30 – The winter CWAC count with Steve Davis.  The count takes place at uMngeni River and 

Durban Bayhead. Meet at the uMngeni Bird Park parking area at 08h30, for low tide at 11h30. Thereafter we will move on 

to Bayhead. Please bring hat, water, tea, snacks, binoculars and chairs (and wellies if you intend coming to Bayhead). We 

will have lunch near the Green Hub after the uMngeni count before moving to Bayhead. All welcome!

Saturday 3 August 06h00 – Umhlanga Lagoon with Terry Walls. Please confirm attendance and arrangements with Terry 

082 871 6260 or  Lagoon, wetland and dune forest ecosystems yield some interesting birds, not to avianoak@yahoo.com.

mention the sandy shores of the Indian Ocean. Always a good birding venue.  Directions: From the M4 take the Umhlanga 

Rocks Drive turn-off. Travel east then turn left into Lagoon Drive at the civic center. Travel to the end of Lagoon Drive and 

the entrance to the reserve is just past Breakers Hotel. Park in their car park. Meet at the reserve entrance.

Sunday 11 August 07h30 Umdoni Park, Pennington with Tyron Dall. Please confirm attendance via email or  – 

WhatsApp 082 657 7400, . Meet at the Environmental Centre. Umdoni Park consists of pristine dalltyron@gmail.com

coastal and riparian forest. It is one of the best places south of Durban to find the elusive Green Malkoha. Winter will also 

be a good time to visit to try and find Spotted Ground Thrush, White-starred Robin and Olive Bushshrike. Other forest 

specials to look out for include Narina Trogon, Lemon Dove, Crowned Eagle, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, Brown Scrub 

Robin, etc. GPS location to meet up (Environmental Centre) is -30.392521, 30.682240, or see directions on 

https://blpn.org/activities/directions-to-bird-club-venues/ page.

Wednesday 14 August 19h00 –Westville Methodist Church, Jan Hofmeyr Road, Westville. Blessing Majoka, a keen 

birder, photographer and plant enthusiast and who is a field ranger from eThekweni Municipality, will address us on 

various reserves of the Greater eThekweni municipal area and more specifically what birds we could hope to encounter on 

a field outing to one of these reserves.

AUGUST 2019

Wednesday 21 August 08h00 – Botanic Gardens with Sandi du Preez. Please advise Sandi of attendance 031 701 4839 or 

073 332 4431. Durban Botanical Gardens can be broadly divided into three areas: open grassy ornamental gardens, 

wooded areas with tangles of vegetation and large trees and then the star of the show which is the lake area with its 

constantly noisy and busy community of weavers, herons, ibis and waterfowl going about their business.  Red-capped 

Robin-Chat, Drongos and Black Flycatcher give great opportunities for close encounters. Black-throated Wattle-eye is a 

real possibility. Directions: From Berea Road, turn into Botanic Gardens Road and travel until the gardens are reached. 

Turn right into Sydenham Road and follow the signs to the new entrance. After the walk we will go to the tea garden for 

refreshments.
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Committee: chair Colin Summersgill 060 827 3785, vice-chair Sean Glynn 082 468 5805, treasurer Viv O'Neill 083 464 

7666, secretary Sally Cumming 072 119 4253, outings Eve Hughes 033 330 2723, membership secretary Pam Nicol 071 

247 3604, conservation Brent Coverdale 082 560 9769, Karin Nelson 072 779 4219 and Drummond Densham 083 321 

7959, e-newsletter Rosemary Forrester 082 767 7366, evening meetings Sean Glynn 082 468 5805. Bird Ringing at 

Darvill, Karkloof Conservation Centre, Cedara, Hilton College:  contact Karin Nelson 033 330 3027 or 072 779 4219.

Please contact the coordinator before an outing to confirm the time of meeting and other arrangements.  

JUNE

Wednesday 19 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by David Allan: “A window into a global world: Pelagic 

seabirds along the KZN coast – their diversity, seasonality and population trends”.

Sunday 2 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.

BIRDLIFE KZN MIDLANDS 

Sunday 16 – Morning outing to Cumberland. There is a conservation fee of R30pp. Luiz Mateus 084 061 8496.

AUGUST

Wednesday 21 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Prof Colleen Downs:  “Urban Birds”.

Wednesday 17 – Presentation in Ambers Auditorium at 18h00 by Nick Evans: “Snakes and birds”.

JULY

Tues day 13 – Presentation in Woodgrove at 18h00 by Meyrick Bowker: “Birds of Lake St Lucia: past, present and 

future”.

Sunday 21 – An outing to Shongweni Dam near Durban. There is an entrance fee, or a Wild card can be used.  

Coordinator Ian Gordon 083 570 6782.

Wednesday 28 – An outing to Shongweni Dam near Durban. There is an entrance fee, or present a Wild card.  Meet at 

Greendale Shopping Centre at 07h00 to arrange transport. Norman Freeman 033 239 0843 or 083 570 6782.

Sunday 4 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h00. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.

Wednesday 31 – Morning outing to the Pietermaritzburg Botanical Gardens. There is an entrance fee of R27 pp, or 

R20 pp for pensioners.  Meet at Greendale Shopping centre to arrange transport. Coordinator Jane Irvine 073 429 7142.

15 July to 15 August – CWACs (water bird counts).  Contact Eve Hughes if you wish to participate 033 330 2723 or 

Wednesday 26 – Morning outing to Cumberland. There is a conservation fee of R30 pp. Meet at Greendale shopping 

Centre at 07h30 to arrange transport. Coordinator Sean Glynn 033 239 0684 or 082 468 5805.

Sunday 18 – Morning outing to the Pietermaritzburg Botanical Gardens. There is an entrance fee of R27 pp, or R20 pp 

for pensioners. Coordinator is Dave Crampton  082 771 7274 or 033 845 3512.

Sunday 7 – Morning outing to Darvill at 07h30. Contact Roger O'Neill 083 230 6562.

082 872 4333.

Saturday 27 – CAR routes (roadcounts).  Contact Peter Divall if you wish to participate 033 239 5537 or 083 263 4169.

THE spring KZN Bird 

Forum will be held in 

Howick on Saturday 

5 October 2019, followed 

Both meetings will take 

place in the auditorium 

Peter Divall 

pdivall@mweb.co.za

in Amber Valley.

by the Chairs’ meeting on 

Sunday 6 October.

NOTICES

ON THE 
LIGHTER SIDE

USEFUL BIRDING LINKS

BLPN Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/548435061954256/

www.birdlifetrogons.blogspot.co.za.  

http://www.birdlife.org.za/go-birding/bird-friendly-establishments/kwazulu-natal/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/birdlifezululand 

BLKZNM Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1665147100412251/?ref=bookmarks 

http://www.birdlife.org/

https://www.birdlife.org.za/

http://sabap2.adu.org.za/

“I want to sing like the birds sing, not worrying who listens or what they think.”  –  Rumi
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