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FRC AGM – 24 April 2018 

We are pleased to announce a top-notch speaker for our AGM ! 

Our guest speaker is Emeritus Professor Jenny Day and she will share 

some thoughts on drought and the impact thereof on fresh water systems.   

Local residents are surely very aware of the need to limit our water 

consumption but how much thought do we give to the effects of the 

limited water supply flowing into seasonal wetland and river systems!? 

Plus the threat to these systems of water extraction? 

Jenny was a lecturer at the UCT Department of Zoology for 40 years and 

was the Director of Freshwater Research Unit at UCT from 1993 until 

2011. She is currently Honorary Professor, Institute for Water Studies, 

University of the Western Cape and Freshwater Research Centre, Cape 

Town. Jenny was also a long-standing resident of Rosebank and knows the 

Common well. 

We encourage you to join us!  We start the evening at 5:30pm with drinks 
and snacks followed by our guest speaker. After some time for questions, 
we wrap up with the brief AGM agenda.   

Tsui //Goab 

Newsletter  APRIL 2018 
FriendsofRondeboschCommon@gmail.com 

 

FRC:  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Date : Tues 24th April  2018 
Venue: The Guide Hall in Alma Road, Rosebank 
Arrive: 5:30 pm for refreshments;  6:00 pm Short talk: 

Drought and the seasonal wetlands of the Cape Flats 

Speaker: Prof. Jenny Day, Freshwater Research Centre, Cape Town 
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The Challenges of 2018 

2018 is pounding along a t a furious pace – in fact it the first quarter is 

already behind us!  On the political front, both in SA and internationally 

there is a flood of news of huge variety and varying impact on our lives! 

On our doorstep, we are also facing challenges in maintaining our local 

patch!  Members of our FRC committee are struggling with different 

challenges and sadly the affairs of Rondebosch Common have not received 

as much attention as they need.  

The committee again is appealing to our members and supporters to 

consider stepping up and coming on-board to play an active role in the 

work of conserving and maintaining this wonderful inheritance.  

We do not even have a Chair!  Tim Jobson is currently acting-chair (under 

duress ) and it would be wonderful if we can find fresh, enthusiastic 

volunteers to make a difference.  

COMMON Christmas trees 

The initiative to allow the limited harvesting of the surplus trees in the 

Pine Grove along Camp Ground Road was well received by members of 

the community.  

Rondebosch Parks department 

gave FRC permission to sell some 

of these small trees as Christmas 

trees as a fundraising project.  Just 

over R2000 was raised which is a 

welcome addition to our funds.  

UNFORTUNATELY … since then it 

seems that some (maybe) well-

intentioned hacker has been 

cutting the pines!  The pine grove 

is a historic feature of Rondebosch 

Common and as such it also 

enjoys Heritage protection.   
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The FRC committee do manage the trees and over the years we have 

thinned the trees and lifted the low branches. We also collaborate with 

City Parks to remove dangerous trees. As part of the Rehab Plan, we are in 

the process of more formally recording the boundary of the grove.  

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  

Did you take a look at our new notice 

board recently?  It is a bit sad and 

needs some TLC!!   

We are going to get a cover for the 

2nd side as any notices pinned here 

simply blow away! 

 

Would you be prepared to help FRC 

by regularly updating the content 

and generally looking after this new 

asset? 

 

 

 

 

Can you resist this offer!?  
Please contact us:  FriendsofRondeboschCOmmon@gmail.com 

  

The Noticeboard 

There is the saying 
or so there should be 

that she or he 
who holds the key 

takes on the displaying 
 

However 
 

The responsibility is great: 
it’s safekeeping of keys 

of combatting the breeze 
of avoiding the bees 
or even falling trees 

these dangers all await! 
 

So why would you volunteer? 
Simply ‘cos the Common’s there. 
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2018 SPRING WALKS  

The 2018 Spring Walk season will be most interesting !  We look forward 

to these walks as they present a wonderful opportunity to share the 

flowers of the Common with new comers and to get many “old-hands” to 

help explain and record the sightings. 

Last year, even with the drought, we recorded two new species on the 

Common, namely Ornithoglossum viride and Adenogramma molluga. 

2018 Walk Dates 

Sundays  11h30 to 13h00 

29 July 19 August 16 September  

30 September 7 October 11 November 

 

If you have a group of about 10 people you can 

contact us and we will try to arrange a special 

walk for your group. It is preferable if the walks 

start late morning as few flowers are open 

before about 11-11:30. 

 

 

  

Fay Howa …  

intrepid hunter in action! 
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Restoration Plan for Rondebosch Common 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the Friends of Rondebosch Common 

are embarking on a detailed Restoration Plan.  

In the last few months Alex Lansdowne  has completed a vegetation and 

habitat quality survey and produced a draft “Habitat Condition 

Assessment Map”. This is being reviewed.  

The plans for 2018 include planting additional Moraea aristata into the 

current two areas and into a third plot. 

 

Campground Road Circle and Berm and Communitree 

“The ways humans aspire to live now in modern times is in conflict with 

our environmental support system. It is becoming more and more obvious 

that we are destroying the very support system which we cannot live 

without. WE have become distracted and forgotten that air, soil, water is 

our breathe, our food, our life.” 

(Communitree) 

Communitree works with volunteers to 

green areas such as public open spaces and schools. Frances Taylor and 

some of her volunteers have taken over the care of the circle and berm on 

Camp Ground Rd. The volunteers look after potted plants grown from 

seed or cuttings until they are ready to be planted and then some of the 

volunteers will continue to care for the area that has been planted.   They 

aim to re-introduce indigenous vegetation throughout Cape Town with 

low-income neighbourhoods a priority.  

If you wish to be a volunteer and be involved with one of their urban 

greening projects, or you have ideas on suitable spots, or for funding of 

projects, please contact Frances frances@communitree.in 

To see the work they are involved in and their future ambitions , we 

encourage you to visit their comprehensive  website  

https://communitree.in/cape-town   

mailto:frances@communitree.in
https://communitree.in/cape-town
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FROM FACEBOOK  

Friends of Rondebosch Common can be followed on 

Facebook.  Anyone can use this open group to share 

experiences and photos of plants, animals and 

activities seen and enjoyed on Rondebosch Common.  

We urge you to “like” our page and to post your pictures and comments – 

this will help us in preserving the Common as we can point to the 

community interest and support we have!  

Simply search for “Friends of Rondebosch Common”, join the group 

and get posting!    As usual, we like to include samples of recent postings: 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Friends.of.Rondebosch.Common/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Friends.of.Rondebosch.Common/
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Old Common Rubbish Dumps 

Following a post on the FRC Facebook page where some “artefacts“ being 

dug up by moles were reported by a member of the group, Patrick Hurly 

posted the useful response below:  

Besides the one raised rubbish dump there seem to be scattered 

broken crockery in a great deal of the sandier parts of the 

Common. Some looks Dutch and is often very thick with blue 

pattern, other looks British and very fine china. Probably the 

soldiers didn't bother to dump anything they broke in the official 

rubbish disposal places. Maybe not the kitchen waste either!  

I push anything I find back into the sand so that someone else can 

have the pleasure of finding it again sometime in the future. 

Because your find was on the heritage site you are not supposed 

to remove anything anyway. 

 

BOOKS and CARDS 

We do still have limited stock of our cards and 

our book, Rondebosch Common.  Currently you 

can contact Joanne or Tim (refer Committee 

list) and Starke Ayres also has stock. 

We would like to make them available for sale 

at another local shop but have not managed to 

make suitable arrangements.  

 

Betty’s book is a treasure for information and as 

I get to know the flora more and more the more I notice in Betty’s book –

she had an artist’s eye for noticing things.   
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Friends of Rondebosch Common are an affiliated member of WESSA  

(Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa) 

  FRC Membership 

PLEASE renew your annual subscription by EFT or at our AGM 
 

Name of account: Friends of Rondebosch Common 
Bank: ABSA 

Branch: Rondebosch  Branch Code: 632005 
Account number: 9048123299 

Please use your surname & initial as reference 
 

Send suggestions and general comments to 
FriendsofRondeboschCommon@gmail.com 

2018 Membership Fees 

Individual or family:  1 year: R75 
     3 years membership:  3 year: R200 
Pensioners & Students:  1 year: R40 
      3 years membership:  3 year: R100  

(max to 2020) 

mailto:FriendsofRondeboschCommon@gmail.com
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YOUR FRC COMMITTEE 

 

 
Chair:     Vacant ! 
Vice-chair & Membership: Tim Jobson:  021 689 3098 / 083 679 2688 
Secretary:    Joanne Eastman 021 685 3451 
Treasurer:    Joan Alexander 021 671 7270 
Minutes Secretary:   Louise Parker 
Newsletter & PRO:   Sue Oppenheim 021 686 8968 
Hacking Officer:    Patrick Hurly  021 686 8283 
Marketing:   Stephen Croeser 082 348 1516 
Other:    Mark Callaghan / Dan Retief 
Environmental Issues:  Lucy du Toit / Zoe Poulsen 
Spring Walks Co-ordinator: Joanne Eastman 

 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

For issues such as: dumping, digging out bulbs, picking flowers, injured wild animals, 

snakes in your garden, erecting illegal structures, lighting fires or over-nighting on the 

Common, please call Mr Moses (021 761 5071) during office hours. 

 

Metro Police:  0860 765 423 for traffic and non-SAPS law enforcement.  

City's Displaced Peoples' Unit (DPU):  021 596 1999 (24/7) 

Land Invasion: 080 022 5669 - only if a structure has been built 

 

South African Police Service: For serious crimes on Rondebosch Common call  

       Rondebosch Sector Van at 082 378 9264 or Mowbray Sector Van at 079 894 1466 

General Emergency: Including FIRE  landline 107 or cell phone  112.   

       Or call 021 480 7700. 

FIRE COMMAND -  CENTRAL CONTROL:  021 590 1900. 

 


