
MINUTES OF THE CAPE BIRD CLUB CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 23 April 2018 at Dave’s house.

Present:   Dave Whitelaw, Felicity Ellmore, Gavin Lawson, Simon Fogarty, Suretha 
Dorse, Cliff Dorse, Dick Bos, Dieter Oschadleus.

1. Strandfontein – Dave had a meeting with the Strandfontein staff about clearing 
Hyacinth. They have undertaken to clear S3 – it will be added to the next budget and
should be done between January and June. They will need a swan neck to do the 
job, Asieff agrees.
From June there will just be Roli and Crystal (a field ranger), there are some EWP 
laborours at the moment. The whole of False Bay Reserve is understaffed – there 
are site managers for each section but no Field Rangers. CBC must ask about this at
a PAAC meeting.
Cliff suggests that SWWTW have a management plan for the pans – have a 
rotational clearing of the pans and this needs to be budgeted for.
2.Other Sewage Works 
Athlone –There was a count last week-a very low species count. There is lots of 
building happening and the place is a mess. While Dick was away they used rubble 
to block a spill. Dick spoke to the people there, Enver and others, and they agreed 
with Dick. Cliff will email Enver and arrange a visit.
Mitchells Plain – Dave and Simon went for a follow up meeting but Robert Amos 
wasn’t there. They had dumped sand into the pans but hadn’t flattened it.
Borchards Quarry – John Magner hasn’t communicated with Dave for ages.
Wildevoelvlei – Dave has been in contact with Gillian Barnes. Gavin has asked her 
for the data from the counts.
3. Raapenberg –Dave is concerned about the river Club development which seems 
to be going ahead. The Heritage people are also against it.
4. Philippi – Dave went to a meeting about the sand mine, the residents aren’t 
happy about it. Recently Alan Winde said that the core area in Philippi needs to 
remain agricultural land
5. PAACs – need to write something for Promerops so members are aware of them.
Zandvlei – there were two guys working in Westlake Wetlands ( invasive species), 
now they don’t have jobs. Zandvlei Trust paid their salaries for 6 months. 
There is a new invasive plant in the vlei, which is salt tolerant, called Musk Grass. It 
is spreading and when the Kingfisher machine was used to clear it, it damaged the 
machine.
6. Penguins – Suretha met with Fazlyn and they went to a meeting of the Penguin 
Advisory Committee on 20 March in Simons Town. How will she give us feedback in 
future? – a short summary emailed to Dave.
7. BALCIs – Dave has sent stuff to Doug to look at.
What happened to the Paarl data – Tony Williams hasn’t replied to Dave.



8. Black Eagles – Simon spoke to Colin de Kock on the morning of the AGM. He 
says that a big problem is also the motorbikes that use the area and create a 
disturbance. The owner lives in Namibia and isn’t worried about the disturbance. 
Simon spoke to Peter Hill, who had met a guy at the quarry who was trying to look 
after the eagles – fenced off the area etc. Colin said the eagles raised a chick this 
year.
9. Swift Terns – Cliff contacted Bruce Dyer who confirmed all the terns had left 
Robben Island.
10. Edith Stephens – Counts are happening. Dick went to a count as Gerard 
Bothma is organizing the counts. Not counting at Consul Glass yet. There is work 
happening at Edith Stephens and there might be soil left over – maybe Consul Glass
can use it.
Dave will send Dieter Stacy’s email.

NEXT MEETING – Monday 28 April 2018 at Dave’s house, at 7h30pm.


