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Very soon this ·year•s breeding season will 
end 9 and the Organiser of the Nest Record Card 
Scheme ~~ll be looking forward to a spate of 
cards. Let us not disappoint him. Mr. G~D. Un
derhill has taken over this task from Mr .. John 
Martin, who had been in charge of Nest Record 
Cards for many years and who has usually been the 
mos·t active contributor; this year he again topped 
the list of individual contributors. In his last 
report covering 1963, w~. Martin mentioned 50 
members who contributed cardsb . The following com
pleted ten or more cards each: Messrs. D. & Eo 
Ashforth 95, Dr .. Broekhuysen 32, Mr .. A. Brown 10, 
Mrs. ]),L Knipe 13, Mr .. G. Lestrange 46, Mr. Jack 
MacLeod 71, Mrs. Martin 49 1 Ivir. R. Martin 83, 
I1Ir., J .. Martin 120, Mr .. Moore 15, TI'Ir. Morris 43, 
Miss C .. Robinson 12, Mrs .. Rowan 13, JIIIr. Rowlands 
11, Mrs. Sawkins 16, JIIIr .. Schmidt 115, Mr. Under
hill 17, Prof.. Y'ys 8 5, JI!Ir.. Wildon 18, Prof. 
Winterbottom 15, Rondevlei Bird Sanctuai'iJ 136 
and Mr. D. Skead 71. 

27 Members filled in less than ten cards each. They 
could easily increase their contributionso May I ask all 
members to read again Professor Winterbottom's appeal in News
letter 68, October 1962, in which he states: 
"Common species are even more important than rare ones, be
cause it is only for them that we can hope to get enough Nest 
Record Cards to solve some of our most interesting problemsn .. 
May I also draw the attention of our members to the report 
on the Nest Record Card Scheme in "The Ostrich11 , March 1964 .. 

European Hous·e Sparrows at Darling 

On 22nd October, European House Saprrows were seen at 
Darling By Prof~ Winterbottom. It is most interesting that 
Mrs. Rowan stopped in Darling with Mr. & Mrs. R. Moreau in 
August, but saw no sign of them theno 

11r. David Skead who left the Cape Bird Club Area, sent 
me a few notes just before he departed for ::Sloemhof: 

Cape Cormorants Nesting 

On 15 October, 1964, I noted 61 Cape Cormorants sitting 
on nests, built on the west facing ledges of Cape Maclear 
in the Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve. This is of partic
ular interest as this species has not been previously breeding 
in the Peninsula area. Our Check List records them as breed
ing on the islands in Saldanha Bay • 
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Yellowbill J)u~k_fhi_gg_ over the sea 

EarJ-ior this year while walking along the beach at 
DJ.::i -rautsbos, I happened to note a flock of birds flying 
down the coast towards me. My first reaction was that 
"The Trek Duikers are flying unusually high today", and 
I momentarily paid no more attention. On second thoughts 
I could not recall v~~en I had ever seen Trek Duikers 
flying high over the sea, so I :put my binoculars onto them. 

The Trek Duikers turned out-to be a flock of 29 Yel
lowbill Duck., Realizing that it was unusual to see Yel
lowbills flying over the sea, I watched them more closely. 
The birds flew past me, then came in and circled over the 
bay and split into two flocks. One flock remained at the 
same height and disappeared down the coast. The remaining 
flock of 14 came right down to sea level and also flew 
off down the qoast, but just skimming the waves in the 
same manner as Trek Duikers do& 

The q_uestion arises: How often do Yellowbills fly 
over the sea and hovv often do we miss them by merely dis
missing them as common Trek Duikers? It may be worth our 
while to keep a sharper lookout. 

Wattled Starlings in the Cape Peninsula 

On 8 May 1964 I noted a floe~ of about 60 Wattled 
Starlings in the company of a larger flock of European 
Starlings at Olifantsbos. This appears to be the second 
record of this species for the Peninsula. I noted a sin
gleton in 1962~ also in the Cape of Good Hope Nature Re
serveo 

Professor Uys reported the following observations: 

The House Sparrow is now in Bredasdorp too. vVhen 
passing through· the town on 9 August, I not-iced a male 
House Sparrow feeding on some scraps in the main street. 
Later I also saw House Sparrows at Napier~-

Eclipse Records of Geese and Duck 

Mr. Jack MacLeod and I have noticed some rather un
usual eclipse records in geese and duck. On 2 August we 
travelled along De Hoop Vlei in a boat and were surprised 
to find q_uite large numbers of Egyptian Geese in eclipse. 
These birds were q_uite incapable of flight and were flap
ping around in front of the boat - some eluding us by diving 
:for prolonged periods and others by taking to the shore and 
disappearing among the bushes.. More surprising still is 
that we found two Yellowbill Duck in eclipse on 22 August 
also on De Hoop Vleie Both these species are known to 
breed in August in our area and to find some individuals 
in eclipse seems rather anomalous. 

Additions to Cape Bird Club Check List 

Professor Winterbottom writes: 

On 25 June my wife and I went via Rawsonville, Brand 
Vlei and Doornrivier to Robertson. One section of the road 
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on the Worcester - Robertson border had been newly made by 
putting a grader through the natural veld and is not to 
be recommended for cars with low clearance - or to speed 
fiends. 

One result of the trip was to add five species to the 
Cape Bird Club Districts Lists, three for Worcester and two 
for Robertson.. The Worcester birds were the Black Crake 
(near Rawsonville) 9 the Titbabbler and the Grey Tit, the 
last two in the karoo country around Doornrivier. All these 
species are already known from the District as a whole, 
but not frcm south of the :Breede River. The same applies 
to one vf the Robertson birds, the Chanting Goshawk. 
The other, however 9 the Pale-winged Starling, is new for 
Robertson and has previously been recorded from the Cape 
Bird Club Area only in Clanwilliam., There can~ I think, 
be little doubt that these birds (we saw two together) had 
been driven dovvn from the mountains farther north by the 
weather, for the peaks of the whole Langeberg were snow-

/~ covered. 
b~ 

On 13 October 9 1964 9 Mr,. Underhill 9 my wife and I 
found a ~~ale-bird or Prion in the last stages of exhaustion, 
and with a large cyst on the right wing, near the seaward 
gate of the Strandfontein - Muizenberg sewage area. It 
proved to be an example of Pachyptila desolata 9 the Dove 
Prien, whose nearest breeding ground-is Kerguelen. Accord
ing to our Check List this species nas not been recorded 

from the Peninsula area before. 

Red-eye~ Dove Records 

In reply to Mrs. Rowan 1 s a:rpeal to watch the doves 
(c:f. Newsletter 74 of May, 1964) Miss Clare Robinson sent 
some very interesting records. She has recorded the Red
eyed Dove at Timour Hall Road, Plumstoad 9 off and on :for 
many years, the earliest written record is from 1949. 
A table of monthly records for the years 1955 to 1963 shows 
that it has been recorded :for every month of the year; 
in 1962 and '63 it was recorded :for each month of these two 
years. In 1964 she has also recorded it for each month up 
to September. 

Her sister found the Red-eyed Doves very erratic at 
Kraai:fontein which is not :far from Stellenbosch as the crow 
:flies, and there was a time when she never heard them at 
the farm at all& 

Spoonbills near Ca1J0 Town 

A number of Spoonbills were recently observed at 
various places in the vicinity of Cape Town. Mr. Morris 
first reported a :flock of seven which he :frequently saw at 
a permanent pan in Yvetton Road, Philippi in the second half 
of April. On 26 July Mr .. Mackenzie watched 3 Spoonbills at 
Rietvlei. On 15 August I saw 3 at a vlei off Strandfontein· 
Road. On 3 October I saw 4 and on 17 October 9 Spoonbi.lls 
:feeding in the shallow water of Jacobs Vlei, Phjlippi; they 
were together with 4 Sacred Ibis and eventually these 13 
birds flew off together. 
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On 10 October Mr. Clarke observed a Bar-tailed God
wit at the Zeel-coevlei Outlet, which is at :present a very 
good spot for- watching waders. 

In the beginning of May 1964 I was given a ring, 
C 1003, which had been taken from a deao_ heron at Jacobs 
Vlei, Philippi. 

Dr. Broekhuysen informed me that this ring had been 
put on a large nestling Grey Heron by him and Messrs. Po 
Ste;srn and Po Zoutondyk at Rondevlei on 18 September, 1951. 
This bird reached an age of nearly 13 years. The ring was 
still in perfect condition. 

FoedinK Behaviour of Gulls 

Mro Underhill reports: 

On 4 S3:ptember 9 1964, at 6 p~m. there were several 
Hartlaub's Gulls standing in the shallows in the bed of the 
Black River, near the sewerage pumping station, Mowbray. 
Ywo seemed to be feeding - repeatedly pecking at a few 
square inches of the surface of the water. A look through 
binoculars showed one bird stirring up the mud by soldierl~,r 
"marking time". It did this vigorously at intervals for 
several seconds at a time. 

How many oiro.s de: you know? 

Mr. Philip Tongue mad an interesting suggestion; 
he writes 

I read a short tim.e ago on the death of fl. Dutch orni
thologist that his :proud boast was that he had seen and 
identified over a thousand different species of birds. 
This sent me to the various lists I keep when I am in dif
ferent countries and, :rather to my surprise, I found that 
my own total (with some assistance from the experts in the 
Cape Bird Club) was just over 400o It then occurre~ to me, 
that since thew is a little of the competitive spirit in 
all of us~ that other members of the Cape Bird Club might 
like to use the Newsletter to compare their "Life-Lists" 
with those of other members. Perhaps it is unnecessary to 
add that in compiling one 1 s lifelist, one has to be comple
tely honest and to exclude everything not :positively identi
fied., The brov,rn bird that just disappeared round the corner 
but which might have been a Double-breasted Gozzle-wozzle 
must, in all cases, be regretfully excluded. 

On 22 September 1964, Mr. and Mrs .. Fred Sawkins were 
asked by Mrs. Anderson, of Ivlowbray, to accompany her to a 
nest-site of a Treble :Banded Plover (Charadrius tricolla
rius), containing four· eggs. They write~ 

We were· surprised at the number, as we understand that 
seldom have more than three eggs been laid by this species .. 
We immediately thought of the :possioility of two females 
sharing the same nest, but after two long watching :periods 
we only saw two birds, presumably the :pair·o 
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The nest was discovered by George Anderson and his 

sister, Jessie 9 was able to take a very clear photograph 
of the nest and four eggso It would be interesting to 
know whether any members have come across this phenomenon 
before. 

We are aware that in Europe the Plovers lay up to 
four eggs 9 but have never known of it before in this coun
try from a single female of tb.at specieso 

A message fTo:n the Rinp;ing OrgA:o.iseT 

Tiro Go MacLachlan9 the Hono Organiser of Ringing, 
writes~ 

At a recent South African Ornithological Society Coun~ 
cil Meeting which I attenC:ed as Ringing Organiserj it was 
suggested that many members were not keeping retrapping 
data becau.se the Ringing Organiser did not r·2q_uire it., 
This is true because of the vast amount of additional data 
which would become available and which would be too much 
for the Ringing Organiser to cope with. 

However 9 this must not be construed as an indication 
that retrapping data are !lOt valuable and Council sug
gested that I draw all brsD.ches attention to the extremely 
valuable data to be gained from retrapping records. 

I would therefore draw all members attention to this 
and encourage them as much as pos,:3i ble to record such 
data but keep them in their own records. It does not 
matter of course if ri~gi:c.g records forwarded to the Or
ganiser have recapture data on them 9 but such data cannot 
be dealt with by the Organisero 

HartJ_m1b 1 s Gull nesting at Rietvl8i 

In September Mr o Tvbrgan found a nest of a Hartlaub's 
Gull containg 2 eggs a11 Rietvleio This appears to be 
the first record of this g~ll breeding on the mainland9 
it breeds in numbers on RobbeY.J.eilando 

Professor Winterbottom further reports~ 

In Newsletter 73 9 I gave an example of our ns:pecies by 
JJistricts by months" rGc:crC. scheme. We use 17 Districts, 
so the maximum theoretical score for any bird is 17 x 12 = 
= 204. In practise, however, there are 15 :District - months 
for which we have no reccr::·ds at all, so the maximum prac
tical score is 189. On this basis 9 the most regular and 
widespread species in the South West Cape Are: 

Fiscal 183 
Mossie 182 
Cape Turtle JJove 180 
Cape iVagtail 169 
Laughing JJove 165 
Cattle Egret 162 
Bokmakierie 160 
Pied Starling 160 
Cape Weaver 160 

Caue Robin 159 
Cape Bunting 154 
Cape Bulbul 152 
Stone Chat 152 
Karroo Pri.nia 14-9 
K1rroo Robin 148 
Eu.ropean S-tar.ling 147 
Yellow Bishop 142 
Cape White Eye 140 

The Black-shoulder Kite (139) is next. Of the 
migrants~ only the Larger Striped and White-throated 
Swallows (111 and 101 respectively) exceed lOOo 




