





Some time ago notes from Mr. Martin appeared in
the News Sheet telling about the habit of Cepe Sparrows
building winter nests. These nests 2re usually built when the
nights start getting cold. and only occasionally do they use
them for eggleying in spring.

This year he has a family of five ( two females.
and three males) building & nest in a gum tree next door.

He is not sure whether all five carry building material to
the nesty at least three do , as he saw three arriving in

. the tree at the same time with their beaks full of grass and
sticks. However, he hes seen all five in his garden tugging
at nest meterial , and so is inclined to think that 211 take
part in meking the nest. They all sleep in the nesti es he
hzs watched them go in &t sun down.
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Do Colies cling together in 2 anlid mass for

L.murmth in the cold weather 7.

Mr. Meleod noticed five or six some time ago

- clinging together in 2 solid mass apparently for warmth; now

_Mr. Martin has seen the same thing. .
While he was watching a pair of Bokmakierie

&t Gordons Bay , a Cape Coly flew into a nearby fence with

its face next to its feet. Suddenly three or four more joined

it and they hung together like a swarm of bees. They remained

. like that for several minutes until disturbed by Mr. Martin

eoming close in order to find out whether they were &ll

_elinging to the wire or whether some were cli ing to the

. feathers of others . He still does not know.

The following notes from Dr. Winterbottom are
-1nteresting,

When , in News Letter No.34 , I produced a list

. of the birds of Riversdale in the Club recorda y I expected
some of our senior members recalled that some years ago Dr.
‘John Muir published & list of Afrikaans names of birds from
this district, and mey have wondered why I did not use that.
"Well, although those names were used in Riversdale, it wes
‘not certain which of the birds themselves occurred within the
‘district and which did not. However, recently while some
earine was being done et the South African Museum , a serics
‘of letters from Dr. Muir to the late Dr. Gill turned up and
were passed on to me. Unfortunztely , there is not trace of
Dr. Gill's replies 4 so that we don't know the identities of
the specimens which Dr. Muir sent unless he- himself commented
on them in & later letter. However, the following.l4 extra
Species cen be added to the list with safetys = .. = .

t.e Pelic_an-. : Speckled Coly Grested Flycatcher.

pe Vulture- Red-faced Coly ‘Sickle-wing Chat

¢k Eagle Greater Honeyguide Swee Waxbill

sh Harrier ‘Cape Batis . Black—head Canary
ous-cheeked NightJar. Fairy Flycancher.




Of these the most notable is the Nightjar , which
identified by Dr. Gill from a specimen , so there is no
bt about it. Incidentelly , when I listed the conspicuous
ssions , I mentioned the Pied Crow. Dr. Muir says in one

his letters that he himself has not seen it in the dis-

trict.>
i - On 5th and 6th June , I visited the Yserfontein
area. On the 5th I was in the Sandveld vegetation by the sea
mhen a Dird popped over my head and into a bush. Fiom the
ck glimpse I got of it it looked to me rather like an
is, but very bigy so I cautiously approached the bush. The
d nipped acrosss the narrow spa&ce into another bush where
was partially visible in the poor light. From its build it
looked like a2 Tit-babbler but it seemed very light zbove
I remebered that , as it flew over, it under-parts lacked
ieé red-brown of thet species. Well , T wanted & Tit-babbler
two for the Museum , &nd if it wasn't a Tit-babbler I wan-
~1it ‘even m°ret 80 I collected it. As I went to pick 1t up
momentary doubt as to whether it might not be & Fairy Fly-
Btcher crossed my mind , but I was already pretty sure of
t it actually was - a Fairy ( or Layard's) Tir-babbler,
first definite record from the Club's area in modern times,
‘my own from Citrusdal was a mile on the wrong side of |
Oliphants River.
I have gone into &1l these misidentifications for

urpose. The Fairy Tit-babbler (take 2 look at its picture [

'Bobert's) is 2 bird with few prominent
//field characters...4
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field characters and , although I havenow collected four al-
together , I have never identified it alive. None of our
expert field workers ( and seme of them are a great deal bet-
.ber then I am and &s experi as any) has identified it at all
in the Club’s &rea. Yet the bird was originally described
from Mazalmesbury and has bcen there all the time. All of which
goes to show that we do not know as much about our birds

2g we scmetimes think we doj and we can't assume that a bird
is extinet in our zrea becpase none of us has seen it since
Leyard's or Andrew Smith's day.

Next morning, I went down to the salt-aan and :saw
at least 500 flamingoes - all greater , s fer as I chuld see.
Among them were at least & dozen young ; not yet full grown
and predominantly breown and buff in plumage. This reinforces
what Dr. Broekhuysen and Mr. Liversidge said at the A.G.M, ie
that there must be an undiscovered breeding coleony somcwhere
in the Western Cape., &nd that in turn underlines what I have
szid in the last parsgraph : that we deo not know &s much
about our birds as we socmetimes think.

.. . In News Letter No. 35, I gave a list of binds re=
forded from the Werm Bokkeveld , a valley basin in the es- . _
‘carpment mcuntaing . 10 birds were added tec this Iist in - | d
News Leter 36, making 48 in all. ;

' “<: ‘Now here far ¢omparison , is a list , baseé.on two’
.field cards ( one for April-, theiother for May) , for the =d-

" “joining valley basin § the DPe Doorns area. from.de Wet to the

foot of the Heariver ‘pass. Species marked(-) have not yet
_been reborded from- the Warm Bokkeveld:

"Babchick ARG Cape Rock Thrush . "Pied Starling
Cattle Egret =7 ‘Mountain Chat (+) - Cape Sparrow.

- Hammerkop. - Pamiliar Chat _ -Cape Weaver.-

Rock Kestrel = Karroo Robin Red Bishop (~)

" "“"Moorhen(-) Neddieky(~} - - - Mountain Siskin.
Cape Dikkop(- ) Cape W;gteil( ) : Cepe. Canary (=)
Cape Turtle Dove Fiscal Black-head Canary(-)
‘Laughing Dove _ Bokmekierie (=) - White~throated Sced |
Thick-billed Lark (-) European Stariling’ eater (=) - 1
Eeed Cormorans Yellow seed-eater Cape Bunting (=) .

; 'Blﬂck Shouldernd Klte. i
. In addition . sy D'e Robert's reported the Green-gpotted
Wood Dove from de We% , and Mr: H.L.Hare collected the
White-winged Seedezter at Orcherds. Totals 32 Spp. You can
do better than that 1



On July 7th , Messrs Clarke and Schmidt went to Robben
Island. The:e were hundreds of Hartlzub's Gulls in and. near
the nesting celony . but only 8 occupied nests ( 7 with twe and
1 with ore egg) were found. There were , however, dezens of
half grown and nearly full-grown young ; only one downy young
wes found , but there may have been more hidden in the vege-
tation. Oniy 4 Swift Terns were seen flying, but none seemed
to be nesting,

On a rocky stretch of the beach two Turnstone in
breeding plumage were seen as well as two Black Oyster-cat-
chers. The Malachite Sunbird seems to be quite common on
Robben Island , several males were seen.

Mr,., Schmidt has sent the following early breeding re-
cords
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‘ At Philippi Blacksmith Plover had their first

. egg on 27th June, the second egg was laid on the afternoon

‘of 28th . Unfor tunately the nest was robbed on June 29th ,

. probably by Hartlaub's Gull.

; At Plumstead two young Uagtail left the nest on
~ 16th July . The ‘eggs must have been laid on 17th June. He
gaw the Wegtails building on July 22nd.

- On 12th Mey at the Sewage farm Surzndfontein ,

ﬁr. Brown saw & mixed flock of Swallows and Martins hawking
insects over the sewage cenal. Taking cover in the bush
" Déside the river he had a close-up view of the biirds. The
S totel flock of 50 plus consisted mainly of Cape Rock Martins
and Cape Sand Martins , but he definitely counted 4 European
grwallows ( 8 of which had excepticnally long tail strcamers)
tend one Larger Stripe-breasted Swallow , which was rather
" dull in colour and probably in moult or & juvenile. An oc-
casional Black Swift joined the group for a: few moments
‘and then continued on its way.

Mrs. Toylor!s curiosity has been aroused by the
Hartlaub's Cull since its appearance about the streets of
Greenpoint. She has lived 2t GreenPoint since 1947 and 1955
was the first year in which she saw these gulla regugdrly
walking about the streets , one even raiding a dust bin.
These gulls appeared around the flat during the
riod Ist October - middle of November 1955 5 on 17th
Bnuery she made a note saying " There haven't been any
glls for weeks now". During the lagt week in April this year
“heard and s2w them from her office window in Wale Street ,
they returned to her neighbourhood in the same week.

Can enyone tell her why these birds come inland
ing the winter months 7.




Pan African Congress.
Messrs J.C. Trayl or ( Pty) Ltd. of Port Ellzabath héve

and hotel reservations xo; aouth Af: iC“n membe s proceealnﬁ to
‘Livingstone to the Pan African Ornithological Congress
'8ceduled July 15th -20th 3 1957,

E 5.A.0.5. membeis wishing to attend should book through
jlessrs. J.C. Traylor (Pty) Ltd. , P.0O.Box 1271 , Port Elixa-
feth ; if they wish to be certain of accomodation, and it is
padvisable to make arrangements early to aveid disappointment
@8 the demand for sccommodation in Livingstone and at the
Victoria Falls Hotel 1s always heavy during July.

i It is hrped that, if trere are sufficient members

t may be pogeible to charter aircraft which would consider=-
ly reduce costs . Those hoping to attend are sirongly urged
book through Mesgsrs J.C. Traylor as it would make the
eniszation of this Congress very much easier for all con-
rnedl if the travel arrengements are directed thirough this
CHETIEL » '

_ I have the following letter from Mr. Liversidge
@ddressed to the members of the Club.

"At the meeting of the Club held last night I
most kindly given the set of four volumes of Sterk &clatems
The Fauna of Scuth Africa --Birds", Cane & Macdonzld's Birds
“'Su%ankand a peir »f stinkwood back-ends, to support these
e books.
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This gift s a token of "eppreciation" from
members of the Club is mest emberraessing te me . The
acvivities of the Club have efforded me very great pleasure
indeed , &nd when I heve found my dutles & little onercus
the moment has been swamped by the satisfacticn and enjoy-
ment of some mesting ot cuting.

I tharnk you &ll very much indeed , it is most
kind 2nd genercus, ani I can honestly say tﬂat I am thrilled
t~ have the set of Stark and Sclater =t long leste and the
more pleased to obtain it in this way - 2 lasting source of

It will b

pleasures
1oyalty to the Esstern Rsgvince.
Thanking you &1l agzin,

Yours sincerely ,
" Richard Liversidge.
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