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The flamingos don’t care;
neither do the hippos,
carp, tortoises, the near-

extinct whorled heath or the very
rare Little Stint.

However, the handing over of
a certificate at the False Bay
Nature Reserve (FBNR) on World
Wetlands Day was important. 

It was the culmination of many
years of a dream that began in a
lounge in Zeekoevlei. 

A contagious dream that
proves that it is possible for local
and national governments, volun-
teers and NGOs to work together
to achieve a goal.

On Monday February 2, World
Wetlands Day, people came from
the shores of Zeekoevlei and the
Department of Environmental
Affairs in Pretoria to celebrate the
FBNR being declared a Ramsar
site of international importance. 

The Bulletin went along to
find out what makes this site
unusual is that it incorporates a
wastewater treatment plant. It is
also a truly urban site as it is sur-
rounded by residential develop-
ment.

The 2 300 hectare nature re-
serve comprises six parts: Ronde-

vlei, Zeekoevlei, Strandfontein,
Pelican Park, Slangetjiesbos and
the Zandwolf coastal section.

With 250 bird species, 80 of
them breeding in the area, Asieff
Khan, manager of False Bay
Nature Reserve, said the water
treatment plant is regarded as an
international aviary tourism bird-
ing hotspot with every bird maga-
zine stating that it is the place to
visit.

VIPs were invited on a tour of
the FBNR and were greeted at
Rondevlei Nature Reserve by Mr
Khan, Julia Wood and Clifford
Dorse. Soon we were climbing
one of the two viewing towers
before following Mr Dorse to one
of the six bird hides. This Kirsten-
hof resident has been with the
reserve since his student days in
the 1970s and is thrilled by the
Ramsar status. 

We were then taken on a water
tour of the reserve, the northern
shore lined with properties and
organisations.

Some of these spearheaded
what was then known as the False
Bay Ecology Park, listed under
Ramsar.

Site of significance
The False Bay Nature Reserve has received international
recognition as a wetland of international importance.
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