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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The Protected Area Advisory Committee meeting was attended by 21 representatives from 17 

organisations. 

 The expansion of the Fynbos Corridor north of Sandown Road is picking up speed. 

 Typha capensis (bulrush) reeds were sprayed with herbicide at Waves’ Edge and Dolphin Beach. 

 The Cape Flats sand fynbos restoration project at Milnerton Racecourse needs an ecological burn. 

 Several uncontrolled wildfires occurred in the Nature Reserve. 

 A waterbird census counted over 4,000 waterbirds in the Nature Reserve. 

 Bathymetry surveys were conducted to determine the topography of the Rietvlei bottom. 

 Rainfall was below average. 

 The estuary mouth had to be breached with an excavator. 

 Level 6B water restrictions are in place. 

 Volunteers assisted the Nature Reserve in its daily activities. 

 320 people were reached with environmental education programmes. 

 587 people used the reserve’s meeting venues. 

 2,344 people used the reserve’s recreational facilities. 

 Two new students, an intern and a field ranger joined the team. 

 A joint operation removed 12 illegal structures bordering the Nature Reserve. 

 An old boardwalk is being replaced and a bird hide was maintained. 

 Large amounts of litter and rubble were removed from natural areas. 

 

2 HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

2.1 HIGHLIGHT: A new plant species, Gethyllis 

ciliaris, was added to the species list of the Milnerton 

Racecourse by reserve supervisor, Kyran Wright.   

Gethyllis ciliaris (also known as “koekoemakranka” – 

see this link) is a geophyte from the family 

Amaryllidaceae. It has small spiralled leaves which 

disappear when the plant is in flower.  

The species flowers between December and 

February and is found on mountain slopes and 

coastal flats (see Figure 5 right).  

It is classified as Near Threatened by the IUCN Red 

List, and it brings the number of Red List species at 

Milnerton Racecourse to 38. 
 

2.2 CHALLENGE: Illegal overnight structures and displaced people are some of the toughest challenges 

faced by the Nature Reserve. Displaced people generate a large amount of waste that is never removed, 

unless special teams are sent to do the work. Some of the locations are extremely unsanitary. 

The displaced people have no access to toilets, so they use the natural environment for their ablutions. They 

also sort through large amounts of disposed waste that they remove from wheelie bins during the waste 

removal cycles. They also collect waste from commercial and industrial areas. Once the extracted items of 

value from the waste, they then dump the remaining waste in the Nature Reserve, which contributes to 

environmental degradation. If this problem is not addressed on a regular basis, the Nature Reserve will be 

completely overrun by illegal structures and waste in a short time. 

  

http://pza.sanbi.org/gethyllis
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3 CONSERVATION PLANNING 

3.1  The Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) for Table Bay Nature Reserve had its eleventh 

meeting on 18/01/2018. The meeting was attended by 21 representatives from 17 organisations, including: 

Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve  

CCT: Biodiversity Management Branch  

CCT: Coastal Management  

CCT: Environmental Health  

CCT: Environmental & Heritage Management Branch  

CCT: Water & Sanitation, Catchments Planning 

CCT: Sport and Recreation: Coastal Coordination Unit 

CCT: Wastewater Treatment  

Friends of Rietvlei  

Milnerton Aquatic Club 

Milnerton Canoe Club  

Milnerton Central Residents Association  

Paardeneiland City Improvement District  

SANCCOB  

Sunset Beach Homeowners Association  

Sunset Links Homeowners Association  

Woodbridge Island Body Corporate 

Some of the items on the agenda included: 

 Erosion in Table Bay: economic, social, legal, oceanographic and international implications, 

presentation by Mr Darryl Colenbrander 

 Dust suppression on the seasonal pans in the light of low water levels, water restrictions and blue-

green algae in Rietvlei: Implications for Table View residents, open discussion facilitated by Mr Koos 

Retief 

 Diep Estuary action plan update, feedback provided by Mr Koos Retief 

 Quarterly report summary for the period October to December 2017, presentation by Mr Koos Retief 

 

The establishment of Protected Area Advisory Committees is provided for in the Protected Areas Act, and is 

primarily intended to involve neighbouring communities in decision-making regarding protected areas. 

The PAAC is the only forum at the Table Bay Nature Reserve in which neighbouring communities, user 

groups and interested and affected parties can readily have their opinions represented to the 

Management Authority. As such, the public are encouraged to contact the Nature Reserve office to 

determine who is representing their various interests on the PAAC. 

 

3.2 The expansion of the Fynbos Corridor north of 

Sandown Road is proceeding.  

The current land owners, Milnerton Estates, are 

presently clearing the portions of land that will be 

handed over to the Nature Reserve.  

They are also constructing temporary fencing to 

protect the corridor land parcels from the 

surrounding development activities, as well as taking 

measures to protect sensitive wetlands from pollution 

and cement dust.  

Several site meetings have been held to advise the 

land owners and developers on how the land 

parcels should be managed until such time as they 

are handed over to the Nature Reserve (see Figure 1 

right).  

Figure 1. Temporary fencing between the Parklands development 
and the Fynbos Corridor. 
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4 FLORA 

4.1 Typha capensis (bulrush) reeds were treated 

with herbicide in the water bodies at Waves’ Edge 

and Dolphin Beach Hotel. The suppression of the 

reeds is done to alleviate the impact of seed 

dispersal on the surrounding residential communities. 

The Ward Councillor of Ward 107, Cllr Nicky Rheeder, 

contributed R80,000 towards the project. Another 

R100,000 was provided by the Environmental 

Management Department (see Figure 2 right). 

The dead bulrushes are being left in place to retard 

any regrowth of the reeds. It is expected that the 

reeds will eventually grow back again due to these 

water bodies being used as stormwater detention 

ponds. Pollution and nutrients in stormwater speed 

up the growth of the reeds. 

 

Figure 2. Herbicide treatment of bulrushes at Waves' Edge. 

  

4.2 The restoration of the Critically Endangered Cape Flats sand fynbos in a portion of the Milnerton 

Racecourse is dependent on being able to protect the area from browsing by Cape grysbok. The area was 

previously used by horse trainers and the indigenous vegetation was all but removed from this portion. 

A grysbok exclusion fence (red line in Figure 3 below, also see Figure 4), was erected by the landscaping 

contractors appointed by the Milnerton Racecourse. The exclusion fence, which consists of shade cloth 

stapled to wooden droppers, often tore lose after strong winds and had to be repaired several times. It is 

planned to replace the shade cloth with a proper steel mesh fence to exclude the grysbokkies from this 

portion for several years while the site is being restored. An adult female Cape grysbok was inside the 

fenced-off restoration area on 8/02/2018. She was captured and scanned to determine if she was chipped. 

Since she had no ID chip, a microchip was inserted into the animal and then she was taken out of the 

restoration area and released back into the Nature Reserve.  

The fynbos restoration site will be burned in the next quarter as part of a prescribed ecological burning plan. 

This burn will be the first formal record of fire on this particular portion. Further seed collecting was done from 

the naturally vegetated areas in the Nature Reserve. Plant cuttings and seed bearing cones were taken 

from various Leucadendron laevisanus plants for later replanting in the restoration area. The seeds and plant 

cuttings will be introduced into the restoration site after the burn to promote the regeneration of the fynbos 

and the restoration of the Nature Reserve.  

A high berm of soil in the north-western corner was flattened with a grader supplied by Kenilworth Racing to 

shape the area back to the original topography. This restoration work is also part of a Masters’ degree study 

being conducted by Landi Louw under the supervision of the Cape Peninsula University of Technology. 

 

Figure 3. The restoration site at the Milnerton Racecourse. 

 

Figure 4. Repair of the exclusion fence at Milnerton Racecourse. 
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4.3 Plant bulbs and seeds were searched and rescued from various development sites in Parklands near 

the Diep River. Seeds were collected from Serruria trilopha and bulbs of Brunsvigia orientalis were 

excavated. This plant material will be used at a later stage to restore degraded areas in the Nature Reserve.  

4.4 A new plant species, Gethyllis ciliaris, was 

added to the species list of the Milnerton 

Racecourse by reserve supervisor, Kyran Wright.   

Gethyllis ciliaris (also known as “koekoemakranka” – 

see this link) is a geophyte from the family 

Amaryllidaceae. It has small spiralled leaves which 

disappear when the plant is in flower.  

The species flowers between December and 

February and is found on mountain slopes and 

coastal flats (see Figure 5 right).  

It is classified as Near Threatened by the IUCN Red 

List, and it brings the number of Red List species at 

Milnerton Racecourse to 38. 

 

Figure 5. Gethyllis ciliaris at the Milnerton Racecourse. 

  

4.5 Invasive alien plant species were removed 

from various management sections as indicated 

below: 

 At the Zoarvlei Section Guavas (Psidium 

guajava), various Palm trees, Manatoka trees 

(Myoporum tenuifolium), Spanish giant reeds 

(Arundo donax), Port Jackson (Acacia saligna), 

Caster-oil plant (Ricinus communis), Rooikrans 

(Acacia cyclops) and Lavatera (Malva arborea) 

were removed. 

 At the Coastal Section Lavatera and Rooikrans 

were removed. 

 At the Milnerton Ridge boundary Port Jacksons, 

Manatokas, Brazilian pepper trees (Schinus 

terebinthifolius) were cleared.   

 At the Table View boundary Port Jacksons and 

various Eucalyptus trees were removed. 

 

Figure 6. Applying herbicide to Spanish giant reed regrowth at the 
Zoarvlei Section. 

4.6 A river clearing team was appointed to clear Eichhornia crassipes (Water hyacinth – see this link) in 

the Diep River. The team is funded from a R600,000 budget allocation for the Diep River, provided by the 

Expanded Public Works Programme. The team started the clearing work in the Milnerton Lagoon Section 

(see Figure 7 below) and will be progressing upstream in the Diep River over the next months. 

 

Figure 7. Water hyacinth stockpiled on the bank of the Milnerton Lagoon. 

  

http://pza.sanbi.org/gethyllis
http://www.invasives.org.za/legislation/item/246-water-hyacinth-eichhornia-crassipes
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4.7 Some conspicuous flowering plants that were observed this quarter included Amaryllis belladonna 

(the March lily – see this link) and Haemanthus coccineus (the April Fool flower – see this link). 

 

Figure 8. Amaryllis belladonna (March lily) at Rietvlei Section. 

 

Figure 9. Haemanthus coccineus (April Fool flower) at Rietvlei Section. 

  

http://pza.sanbi.org/amaryllis-belladonna
http://pza.sanbi.org/haemanthus-coccineus
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5 FAUNA 

5.1 An integrated water bird census was conducted on 02/02/2018. The census was done by the Nature 

Reserve staff, covering 11 survey sections. The water birds numbered a total of 4,016 birds comprising of 38 

species (see Figures 10-12 for details). 

17 species with single-figure counts (totalling 62 

birds) accounted for 1,5% of the water bird census, 

including: one Great crested grebe,  Purple heron, 

Purple swamphen, and African black oystercatcher 

each, two Black-crowned night heron, Red-billed 

teal, Greenshank, and Water thick-knee each, three 

African darter and African spoonbill each, four Little 

grebe and Mallard hybrid each, five Black-headed 

heron, Pied avocet and Sandwich tern each, six 

Hadeda ibis and Swift tern each, and nine Cape 

teal. 

12 species with double-figure counts (totalling 383 

birds) accounted for 9,5% of the water bird census, 

including: 12 Grey heron, 18 Cattle egret, 20 

Common moorhen, 23 Reed cormorant and Glossy 

ibis each, 28 Blackwinged stilt, 32 Whitebreasted 

cormorant, 34 Little egret, 37 Cape shoveller, 40 

Cape wagtail, 57 Sacred ibis, and 57 Common tern. 

8 species with triple-figure counts (totalling 2,447 

birds) accounted for 60,9% of the water bird census, 

including: 104 Greater flamingo, 129 Yellow-billed 

duck, 166 Blacksmith lapwing, 214 Kelp gull, 264 Red-

knobbed coot, 410 White pelican, 440 Spurwinged 

goose, and 720 Egyptian goose. 

One species (Hartlaub’s gull) with a quadruple-figure 

count (totalling 1,126 birds) accounted for 28 % of 

the waterbird census. 
 

Figure 10. Relative contribution of low, medium and high counts. 

 

Figure 11. Relative contribution from each survey section. 

 

Figure 12. Relative contribution from the various bird groups. 
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5.2 Ad hoc wildlife observations can sometimes 

be very helpful to build a record of species in a 

Nature Reserve. 

We request visitors and neighbours to send us 

photographs of interesting sightings. 

The Reserve Management office will try to identify all 

species, but sometimes specialist input is required to 

obtain an accurate identification with a certain 

amount of confidence. Submissions can be sent to 

tablebay.naturereserve@capetown.gov.za. 

 

Figure 13. Heady maidens (Amata cerbera) maiting. 

5.3 Monthly bird counts were conducted in the 

Milnerton Racecourse on 25/01/2018, 21/02/2018, 

and 22/03/2018. 

 

Figure 14. A Cape burrowing scorpion. 

5.4 A scorpion survey was conducted in the 

Milnerton Racecourse on 16/03/2018. An ultra-violet 

(UV) torch was used to detect the scorpions at night 

since they glow under UV light. Four scorpions, all 

presumably of the same species, Uroplectes lineatus 

lesser thick-tailed scorpion – see this link) were 

recorded (see Figures 15-16 below).  

This scorpion is endemic to the Western Cape and 

ranges from 15 to 30 mm in length. These specimens 

photographed below were very small and their 

identification is not yet certain. 

In another survey near the Diep River, a Cape 

burrowing scorpion (Opistophthalmus capensis – see 

this link) was found (see Figure 14 left). 

 

Figure 15. Scorpion under normal light. 

 

Figure 16. The same scorpion under UV light. 

  

mailto:tablebay.naturereserve@capetown.gov.za
http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org/arachnids/scorpions/buthidae/uroplectes_lineatus.htm
http://www.biodiversityexplorer.org/arachnids/scorpions/scorpionidae/opistophthalmus_capensis.htm
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5.5 Wildlife photographers Jan and Frieda Prinsloo submitted some of their best pictures from this quarter 

for publication in this report (see Figures 17-20 below). 

 

Figure 17. African spoonbills grooming each other at Rietvlei (notice the ring on the bird at the right). 

 

Figure 18. A female Cape grysbok drinking water at Rietvlei. 
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Figure 19. An adult and a baby Water mongoose at Rietvlei. 

 

Figure 20. Four Cape clawless otters at Rietvlei. 

 

6 SOIL 

6.1 A bathymetry survey of the vlei bottom adjacent to the Rietvlei shoreline near the Al Mare 

development was undertaken by a City surveyor on 18/01/2018. The survey results are being evaluated, 

along with surveys of the shape of the shoreline, to determine whether any erosion of the shoreline is 

threatening the nearby development.   
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6.2 Another single-beam bathymetry survey of the Rietvlei deep water lakes was conducted by a 

member of the public who is a marine geophysicist, Michael Machutchon. The survey was done without any 

cost to the Nature Reserve. A graphic representation of the topography of the bottom of the Rietvlei 

bottom can be deduced from the depth measurements (see Figure 21 below). 

 

Figure 21. Bathymetry of the Rietvlei deep water lakes deduced from water depth measurements (image supplied by Michael Machutchon). 
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7 WATER 

7.1  Rainfall recorded in the Table Bay Nature Reserve remained below average during this quarter. The 

total rainfall during this quarter was 19 mm at Rietvlei and 18.7 mm at Milnerton Racecourse. 

Figure 22 below indicates the monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse in 2018 plotted 

over the average rainfall pattern.  

Figure 23 below indicates the accumulation curves for Rietvlei and Milnerton Racecourse, plotted over the 

average rainfall accumulation curve. 

 

Figure 22. Monthly rainfall records of Rietvlei and Milnerton 
Racecourse in 2018 plotted over the average rainfall pattern. 

 

Figure 23. Rainfall accumulation curves of Rietvlei and Milnerton 
Racecourse in 2018 plotted over the average accumulation curve. 

  

7.2 The estuary mouth at the Milnerton Lagoon started closing last year due to low flow in the river and 

the formation of a sand bar along the seafront (see Figures 24 below).  

This resulted in river water being unable to flow out 

to sea, and water levels rising steadily until local 

flooding became a concern.  

Environmental authorisation was obtained to use an 

excavator to breach the sand bar to prevent 

flooding, and this method was used on 17/10/2017, 

07/11/2017, 05/12/2017, and again this quarter on 

21/02/2018.  

The breaching prevented the water level from rising 

to the point where nearby public infrastructure could 

become flooded. However, due to the very low flow 

rates coming down from the Diep River into the 

lagoon, the mouth closed again on 26/02/2018.  

The lagoon is monitored on a daily basis to 

determine at what point the water levels will pose a 

danger of flooding. 

 

Figure 24. The artificially breached estuary mouth. 
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7.3 Level 6 water restrictions were implemented by the City of Cape Town from 1 January 2018 until 

further notice. The Nature Reserve also took steps to prevent the loss of water by removing or putting 

stoppers in external taps, and by using rainwater for the flushing of toilets. The restrictions that currently apply 

are listed below: 

RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL CUSTOMERS 

 No watering/irrigation with municipal drinking water allowed. This includes watering/irrigation of gardens, 

vegetables, agricultural crops, sports fields, golf courses, nurseries, parks and other open spaces. Nurseries and 

customers involved in agricultural activities or with historical gardens may apply for exemption. For more information, 

visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater. 

 The use of borehole/wellpoint water for outdoor purposes, including watering/ irrigating and filling/topping up of 

swimming pools, is strongly discouraged in order to preserve groundwater resources in the current dire drought 

situation. Borehole/wellpoint water should rather be used for toilet flushing. 

 All boreholes and wellpoints must be registered with the City and must display the official City of Cape Town signage 

clearly visible from a public thoroughfare.  

 Visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater for how to register. 

 All properties where alternative, non-drinking water resources are used (including rainwater harvesting, greywater, 

treated effluent water and spring water) must display signage to this effect clearly visible from a public thoroughfare. 

Visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater for further information. 

 No topping up (manual/automatic) filling or refilling of swimming pools with municipal drinking water is allowed, even 

if fitted with a pool cover. 

 The use of portable or any temporary play pools is prohibited. No washing of vehicles (including taxis), trailers, 

caravans and boats with municipal drinking water allowed. These must be washed with non-drinking water or 

cleaned with waterless products or dry steam cleaning processes. This applies to all customers, including formal and 

informal car washes. 

 No washing or hosing down of hard-surfaced or paved areas with municipal drinking water allowed. Users, such as 

abattoirs, food processing industries, care facilities, animal shelters and other industries or facilities with special needs 

(health/safety related only) must apply for exemption. For more information, visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater. 

 The use of municipal drinking water for ornamental water fountains or water features is prohibited. 

 Customers are strongly encouraged to install water efficient parts, fittings and technologies to minimise water use at 

all taps, showerheads and other plumbing components. 

RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 

 All residents are required to use no more than 87 litres of municipal drinking water per person per day in total 

irrespective of whether you are at home, work or elsewhere. Therefore, a residential property with four occupants, for 

example, is expected to use at most 10 500 litres per month. 

 Single residential properties consuming more than 10 500 litres of municipal drinking water per month will be 

prioritised for enforcement (see note 1). Properties where the number of occupants necessitates higher consumption 

are encouraged to apply for an increase in quota. For more information, visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater. 

 Cluster developments (flats and housing complexes) consuming more than 10 500 litres of municipal drinking water 

per unit per month will be prioritised for enforcement (see note 1). Cluster developments with units where the number 

of occupants necessitates higher consumption are encouraged to apply for an increase in quota. For more 

information, visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater. 

 You are encouraged to flush toilets manually using a bucket with greywater, rainwater or other non-drinking water. 

 No increase of the indigent water allocation over and above the free 350 litres a day will be granted, unless through 

prior application and permission for specific events such as burial ceremonies. 

RESTRICTIONS APPLICABLE TO NON-RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS 

 All non-residential properties (e.g. commercial and industrial properties, schools, clubs and institutions) must ensure 

that their monthly consumption of municipal drinking water is reduced by 45% compared to the corresponding 

period in 2015 (pre drought). (See note 1 below.) 

 All agricultural users must ensure that their monthly consumption of municipal drinking water is reduced by 60% 

compared to the corresponding period in 2015 (pre drought). (See note 1 below.) 

 The operation of spray parks is prohibited. 

 No new landscaping or sports fields may be established, except if irrigated with nondrinking water. 

 For users supplied with water in terms of special contracts (notarial deeds, water service intermediaries or water 

service providers), the contract conditions shall apply. 

NOTE 1: Failure to comply will constitute an offence in terms of the City’s Water By-law, 2010. The accused will be liable 

to an admission of guilt fine and, in accordance with section 36(4), an installation of a water management device(s) at 

premises where the noncompliance occurs. The cost thereof will be billed to the relevant account holder. Customers 

with good reason for higher consumption need to provide the City with motivation to justify their higher consumption. 

Other restrictive measures as stipulated in Schedule 1 of the Water By-law, 2010 (as amended) still apply. Exemptions 

issued under Level 4B and 5 restrictions still apply, subject to review with the possibility of being revoked. Water pressure 

has been reduced to limit consumption and water leaks, and such may cause intermittent water supply. For further 

information visit www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater or contact us at water@capetown.gov.za  

http://www.capetown.gov.za/thinkwater
mailto:water@capetown.gov.za


Table Bay Nature Reserve | Tafelbaai-natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo lase-Table Bay 
 

CITY OF CAPE TOWN QUARTERLY REPORT – 1 JANUARY TO 31 MARCH 2018 14 

 

8 FIRE 

8.1 A prescribed ecological burn is being planned for a portion of the Milnerton Racecourse. This burn is 

intended to promote the restoration of a portion of the racecourse that was previously used for horse 

training. Various fynbos seeds, seed-bearing cones and propagated plant cuttings will be planted back into 

this area after the burn (see discussion under point 4.2). 

The Biodiversity Management Branch supported the burn because of the fact that no potable water will be 

used to control the fire. The burn is required for the restoration of Critically Endangered Cape Flats sand 

fynbos since fynbos seeds require a fire to germinate. 

The Branch has placed a general moratorium on ecological burns due to the water crisis, but due to the 

small size of the intended burn and the ability to manage it without potable water, it was approved. A large 

amount of seeds are being held in storage in storage and plant cuttings are being propagated in a nursery.  

A open burning permit application was submitted to the City’s Air Quality Management Department on 

31/01/2018. A site meeting was held with Fire Services at the site of the proposed burn on 01/02/2018. 

Another site inspection with Air Qualtiy Management was held on 19/02/2018.  

The Fire Services and Air Quality Management both supported the permit application in principle on 

19/02/2018, subject to notifying the public about the proposed burn. A media release was issued and two 

articles appeard in the local press on 07/03/2017 (see Figures 25-26 below).  

The notice of the planned burn was also dropped in the letter boxes of specific complexes in Royal Ascot 

on 09/03/2018 to alert them of the planned burn. Notices were also sent via emails to the body corporates 

by the Environmental Management Committee’s circulation list. 

*At the time of the completion of this report the planned burn had been approved and a permit was issued. 

The burn is scheduled to take place on 12/04/2018. 

 

Figure 25. Article about the planned burn in the local press. 

 

Figure 26. Article about the planned burn in the local press. 
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8.2 Several wildfires occurred in the Nature Reserve, including the following: 

 The Zoarvlei Section experienced five wildfires on 08/01, 09/01, 25/01, 13/03, and 28/03/2018.  

 The Diep River Section experienced a few small wildfires from 3-4/02/2017, as well as from 10-

11/02/2018, and again on 27/03/2018. The total area burnt was less than a hectare. 

 The Rietvlei Section experienced a wildfire along the boundary fence on the Rietvlei side of the R27 

on 16/02/2018. The fire reportedly started after one of the road workers flicked a lit cigarette into the 

field. The fire burnt an area of about 0.4 hectares in the Nature Reserve. Over 90 meters of fence line 

was damaged and had to be replaced. 

The City of Cape Town Fire & Rescue Services and the Nature Reserve staff worked together to supress the 

fires. All fires were mapped with a GPS (see Figures 27-29 below). 

 

Figure 27. Wildfire in Zoarvlei Section. 

 

Figure 28. Student mapping a fire with a GPS. 

 

Figure 29. Fire in the Rietvlei Section. 
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9 PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION 

9.1  Stakeholder Engagement 

9.1.1 14 Volunteers from the CapeNature Youth Environmental Service Project visited Table Bay Nature 

Reserve on 08/02/2018 to learn about the daily activities on a nature reserve. They participated in litter 

clean-ups in various management sections (see Figures 30-32 below) 

 

Figure 30. The CapeNature Youth Environmental Service group at Table Bay Nature Reserve office. 

 

Figure 31. Litter clean-up in the Milnerton Lagoon Section. 

 

Figure 32. Litter cleanups are not always fun. 
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9.1.2 Internal Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 10 official internal meetings during this quarter: 

 30/01/2018: Presentation on substance abuse procedures to Nature Reserve staff; 

 30/01/2018: Day Zero preparations for the Nature Reserve; 

 30/01/2018: Milnerton Racecourse prescribed ecological burn planning meeting; 

 12/02/2018: Management Effectiveness Tracking Tool of South Africa (METT-SA 3) review; 

 22/02/2018: Biodiversity Management Branch meeting at Steenbras Bulk Water Works depot; 

 23/02/2018: North Region Health & Safety and Management meetings at Tygerberg; 

 09/03/2018: Conservation student reserve proposal presentations at Tygerberg; 

 23/03/2018: North Region Management meeting at Atlantic Beach Golf Estate; 

 27/03/2018: Presentation on the new disciplinary procedure to Nature Reserve staff; and 

 28/03/2018: Biodiversity Management’s water quality monitoring system review. 

 

9.1.3  External Meetings 

Table Bay Nature Reserve staff attended no less than 14 official external meetings during this quarter: 

 18/01/2018: Protected Area Advisory Committee meeting; 

 25/01/2018: Dust control discussion with Environmental Health Department; 

 26/01/2018: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee meeting; 

 01/02/2018: Milnerton Racecourse prescribed ecological burn site inspection; 

 13/02/2018: Water hyacinth control site inspection at Milnerton Lagoon; 

 15/02/2018: Blaauwberg Area Development Environmental Liaison Committee; 

 19/02/2017: Milnerton Racecourse prescribed ecological burn site inspection; 

 23/02/2018: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee meeting; 

 26/02/2018: Electronic venue booking system discussions at False Bay Nature Reserve; 

 05/03/2018: Cape Peninsula University of Technology visit to work-integrated learning students; 

 08/03/2018: Presentation on Madagascar by Koos Retief and Landi Louw to the Friends of Rietvlei; 

 20/03/2018: Meeting with SAMWU about staff concerns; 

 23/03/2018: Milnerton Racecourse Environmental Management Committee meeting; and 

 26/03/2018: Bayside Canal Upgrade Basic Assessment discussion. 

 

9.2  Benefit to People 

9.2.1  Rietvlei Education Centre Usage 

The use of the Rietvlei Education Centre, excluding formal environmental education programmes, 

generated 99 person days of benefit to people over five event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

6-7/02/2018 
CCT Environmental Management 

NQF5 Skills Programme 
Learner support 24 

8/02/2018 Friends of Rietvlei Evening meeting 30 

15/02/2018 
Blaauwberg Development Area 

Environmental Liaison Committee 
Meeting 15 

08/03/2018 Friends of Rietvlei Evening meeting 30 

TOTAL 99 
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9.2.2  Rietvlei Boma Usage 

The use of the Rietvlei Boma generated at least 488 person days of benefit to people over 27 event days. 

DATE GROUP ACTIVITY PERSON DAYS 

18/01/2018 Protected Area Advisory Committee Quarterly meeting 21 

23-25/01/2018 
CCT Environmental Management NQF5 

Skills Programme 
Contact session 36 

30/01/2018 Nature Reserve staff Substance abuse procedure in the CCT 17 

5-9/02/2018 
Nature Conservation work-integrated 

learning students 
Induction workshop 75 

16/02/2018 Cape Town Environmental Education Trust NQF 2 Substance Abuse and CV Writing 26 

19/02/2018 SAPS Ballistics Section, Western Cape Management meeting 20 

22/02/2018 Biodiversity Management Branch Protected Area Expansion review  30 

23/02/2018 CCT Area Based Service Delivery Expanded Public Works Programme  40 

26-27/02/2018 Bright Idea Projects      Training CCT: IT Finance department 30 

02/03/2018 People & Conservation Officers Quarterly meeting 16 

5-6/03/2018 Bright Idea Projects      Training CCT: IT Finance department 30 

8-9/03/2018 Bright Idea Projects      Training CCT: IT Finance department 30 

13/03/2018 Biodiversity Management Branch Grammar training 21 

14-15/03/2018 
CCT Environmental Management NQF5 

Skills Programme 
NQF 5 final integrated assessment 20 

22/03/2018 Cape Town Environmental Education Trust NQF 2 final integrated assessment 24 

24-25/03/2018 1st Milnerton Sea Cubs Overnight education programme 52 

TOTAL 488 

 

9.2.3  Environmental Education and Outreach 

Environmental Education and Outreach generated 320 person days of benefit over 11 event days.  

See Figures 33-37 overleaf. 

DATE GROUP(S) LEARNERS 
TEACHER 

+ADULTS 

PERSON-

DAYS 
PROGRAMME 

3/02/2018 Nature @ heart (Kenridge Primary) 46 1 47 Wetlands programme 

9/02/2018 Nature @ heart (Homeschool) 21 9 30 Wetlands programme 

14/02/2018 Nature @ heart (Homeschool) 7 3 10 Wetlands programme 

15/02/2018 World Class Kiteboard Academy 8 1 9 Guided walk to bird hides 

19/02/2018 Private excursion 0 1 1 Guided walk to bird hides 

23/02/2018 Nature @ heart 21 3 24 Wetlands programme 

08/03/2018 West Coast Christian School 10 1 11 Wetlands programme 

15/03/2018 APEX High School Grade 8 40 2 42 Wetlands programme 

15/03/2018 UWC Community Biology class 30 1 0 Field excursion 

24-25/03/2018 1st Milnerton Sea cubs 42 10 52 
Overnight environmental 

education programme 

27/03/2018 Manzomthombo High, Grade 10 61 2 63 Wetlands programme 

 TOTALS 286 34 320 TOTALS   
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Images from environmental education activities at the Table Bay Nature Reserve this quarter. 

 

Figure 33. Contract reserve supervisor Kyran Wright with the UWC Community Biology class in the field at the Milnerton Lagoon Section. 

 

Figure 34. Learners from APEX high school visiting the Sunset Hide. 

 

Figure 35. 1st Milnerton Cubs after an overnight education camp. 

 

Figure 36. Student Robyn Klein helping learners from West Coast 
Christian School. 

 

Figure 37. Learners from Manzomthombo Secondary School doing 
bird identification. 
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9.3 Visitors and Income 

9.3.1  Income from visitors at the Rietvlei Water Area was R48,501 from 2,344 recorded visitors during this 

quarter. The number of visitors declined following a fish die-off in Rietvlei in November 2016 and a blue-

green algal bloom that lasted from March to June 2017.  

The fish populations at Rietvlei have not recovered yet, which means that the income from recreational 

fishing at the Water Area is still very low. The visitor numbers are still much lower than the record numbers 

recorded in 2016 (see Figures 38-39 below). 

 

Figure 38. Trend in monthly cash income at the Rietvlei Water area since 2010. 

 

Figure 39. Trend in monthly visitor numbers at the Rietvlei Water Area since 2010. 
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10 STAFF 

10.1 Staff establishment 

10.1.1 The annual training needs identifications (TNIs) of permanent staff based at the Nature Reserve were 

submitted to the Workplace Skills Programme coordinators. 

10.1.2 Integrated performance management (IPM) scoring templates were reviewed with all relevant staff. 

10.1.3 Competence assessments of the work-integrated learning students were conducted on 22/03/2018. 

10.1.4 Two new staff members joined the Nature Reserve team on 1/03/2018. 

Thozama Notshati (a former educator at the Cape 

Town Environmental Education Trust) was 

permanently appointed as a field ranger at this 

Nature Reserve (see Figure 40 below). 

Yolisa Dyasi (an intern previously based at the 

Tygerberg Nature Reserve) was transferred to the 

Table Bay Nature Reserve to complete her internship 

here for operational reasons (see Figure 41 below). 

 

Figure 40. Field Ranger Thozama Notshati. 

 

Figure 41. Intern Yolisa Dyasi. 

10.1.5 Two nature conservation work-integrated learning students from the Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology (Malikah Kassiem and Robyn Klein) were appointed to complete their practical year at the 

Table Bay Nature Reserve (see Figures 42 and 43 respectively). They will be employed from January to 

December 2018. 

 

Figure 42. Work-integrated learning student, Malikah Kassiem. 

 

Figure 43. Work-integrated learning student, Robyn Klein. 
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10.2 Training and development 

10.2.3  Training of permanent and temporary staff at the Table Bay Nature Reserve amounted to no less 

than 33 person days over 18 training event days, including the following interventions: 

Date(s) Course 
Number of 

days x 

Number of 

learners = 

Person 

days 

5-9/01/2018 
Nature Conservation work-integrated learning students 

introduction training 
5 2 10 

23-25/01/2018 CCT Environmental Management NQF5 Skills Programme 3 2 6 

29/01/2018 Mentorship training 1 1 1 

06/02/2018 Grammar training 1 1 1 

6-7/02/2018 CCT Environmental Management NQF5 Skills Programme 2 2 4 

08/02/2018 Grammar training 1 1 1 

14/02/2018 Mentorship training 1 4 4 

16/02/2018 CTEET NQF 2 Substance Abuse Talk and CV Writing 1 1 1 

14-15/03/2018 
CCT Environmental Management NQF 5 Skills Programme, final 

integrated assessment 
2 2 4 

22/03/2018 CTEET NQF 2, final integrated assessment 1 1 1 

 TOTALS 18 N/A 33 

 

 

Figure 44. A team "selfie." 
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11 LAW ENFORCEMENT 

11.1 Foot and vehicle patrols are conducted on a daily basis in various management sections of the 

Nature Reserve. Incidents of illegal dumping, illegal overnight structures, snare hunting, grazing of livestock, 

and damaged fences are observed and reported. During these patrols various other sightings are also 

recorded, including animal tracks and wildlife sightings. 

11.2 Illegal overnight structures and displaced people are some of the toughest challenges faced by the 

Nature Reserve. Displaced people generate a large amount of waste that is never removed, unless special 

teams are sent to do the work. Some of the locations are extremely unsanitary. 

The displaced people have no access to toilets, so they use the natural environment for their ablutions. They 

also sort through large amounts of disposed waste that they remove from wheelie bins during the waste 

removal cycles. They also collect waste from commercial and industrial areas. They extract items of value 

from the waste and then dump the remaining waste in the Nature Reserve, which contributes to 

environmental degradation (see Figure 45 below). 

If this problem is not addressed on a regular basis, the Nature Reserve will be completely overrun by illegal 

structures and waste in a short time. 

A joint operation was carried out with various City Departments, as well as Transnet Freight Railway Agency 

and the Paardeneiland City Improvement District (PECID) to remove 12 illegal structures bordering the 

Nature Reserve, mainly around the Zoarvlei Section. The waste and building material was disposed of at a 

City landfill site. 

These structures were either on public open spaces (POS) or in the railway reserve since significant efforts 

have already been made to keep this problem out of he Nature Reserve. Even then the impact of the 

displaced people on the Nature Reserve is still unacceptable. 

The City’s Social Development Department works with the displaced people to offer them opportuntiies to 

re-integrate into society by applying for identity documents, work opportunities, accomodation and 

rehabilitation. This offer of help is often rejected, as many people choose to live “off the record” since they 

might want to persist in patterns of addiction or evade criminal prosecution for other offences. 

 

Figure 45. Public open space bordering the Zoarvlei Section, where illegal structures are being removed. 
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12 INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT 

12.1 The damaged portion of fence on the Rietvlei side of the R27 was repaired after submitting an 

insurance claim. The fence poles were burnt through during a wildfire that was presumably started by a 

Provincial Roads Department worker or contractor that dropped a cigarette in the vegetation (see how the 

fence was damaged in Figure 29 under the section on Fires). 

12.2 The boardwalk in the Northern Area of the 

Milnerton Racecourse Section was dismantled in 

February in order to be replaced. The timber was 

becoming old and breaking in various parts. Public 

safety requires that infrastruture must be maintained 

in a usable condition to prevent injuries to people 

The removed timber will be utilised for alternative 

purposes and a brand new walking surface will be 

inserted during the next quarter. The new timber is 

being supplied by the Milnerton Racecourse’s 

Environmental Management Committee (EMC) and 

the Nature Reserve budget. 

The boardwalk allows visitors to access the Northern 

Area of this Section at times when the area might be 

flooded during winter (see Figure 46 right).  

Figure 46. Dismantling the old boardwalk. 

12.3 A small area of reeds in front of the Sunset Hide was cleared with a brushcutter (see Figure 47 below) 

to facilitate better bird watching from the hide. When the bird hide was built there were no reeds in front of 

it, however the expansoin of the reed beds over time has slowly taken up most of its view. 

 

Figure 47. Field rangers who cleared the reeds in front of the Sunset Hide, to the joy of many bird watchers. 
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12.4 Site cleaning teams were appointed with 

funds from the Expanded Public Works Programme 

and the Greenest Metro Awards.  

Their employment started in February 2018 and 

expired in March 2018. Workers were recruited from 

Joe Slovo, Brooklyn, and Rugby (see Figures 48-51).  

Their main focus was to do litter clean ups in various 

management sections of the Nature Reserve, 

including Zoarvlei, Diep River and Milnerton Lagoon.  

Figure 48. Site cleaning team at Diep River. 

 

Figure 49. Site cleaning team removing litter from Zoarvlei Section. 

 

Figure 50. Taking the litter in bags to the landfill site. 

 

Figure 51. Some alien plants were also removed. 
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12.5 Two blocked sewerage manholes in the 

Zoarvlei Section were reported to Water & Sanitaion 

Department. Overflowing sewerage manholes are a 

major contributor to water pollution in Zoarvlei (see 

Figure 52). 

Sewage contamination is not only harmful to people 

but can also degrade the environment and wildlife. 

We ask neighbours to report any sewerage overflows 

to the municipality as soon as possible. 

12.6 A number of damaged Nature Reserve 

signboards were either repaired, or removed. Some 

of the damage is due to weathering and strong 

wind, while others are damaged by vandals. 
 

Figure 52. Water & Sanitation unblocking a manhole. 

 

Figure 53. A vandalised sign board. 

 

Figure 54. A sign board damaged by wind. 

 

Figure 55. A natural wetland in the Zoarvlei Section impacted by overflowing sewerage. 
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 APPENDIX A: MAP OF THE MANAGEMENT SECTIONS OF THE NATURE RESERVE 
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 APPENDIX B: ADDITIONAL PRESS ARTICLES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO THE NATURE RESERVE 
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