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animals are!”  
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THE 
QUARTERLY BUZZ 

Kudus for CTEET! 

 
The 13th Annual SANParks Kudu 
Awards ceremony was held on 23 
November at the CSIR Convention 
Centre in Pretoria. These awards  
recognise conservationists for their 
contribution to the protection of the 
environment in South Africa.  
 
We were honoured to have received 
two awards on the evening! CEO Dr 
Anthony Roberts was awarded for 
Corporate Contribution to Conserva-
tion (Non-Profit Organisation) in 
recognition of our commitment and 
wide reach in developing young    
people and imparting environmental 
knowledge to communities and 
schools in Cape Town and surround-
ings.  
 
Ms Petro Botha, the Manager of the 
Gantouw Project, received the first 
ever award for the category “Women 
in Conservation”, for sustainable    
conservation of fynbos through 
ground-breaking research on using 
Eland as a management tool (as   
opposed to fire) to conserve the    
vegetation of the Cape Flats.  

Petro Botha and Dr Anthony Roberts with their Kudu 
Awards. 

AGM 2017 
 
The CTEET Annual General Meeting 
was held on 17 October at the Steen-
berg Golf Club. The event highlighted 
the successes and work of the past 
year, involving partners, donors and 
staff members. We would like to 
thank everyone who made the effort 
to attend the event to celebrate      
another exciting year with CTEET. 
 
One of the Conservation Leadership 
Programme learners, Raulston, 
shared his story with the group,     
explaining how he is able to impart 
his love for nature to his friends and 
fellow learners. His life really has 
been changed through nature! 
 
The highlight of the evening was 
guest speaker Dr Ian McCallum,    
renowned and inspirational conserva-
tionist. He congratulated CTEET on 
the work we are doing for conserva-
tion, saying “if our fight is to speak for 
the voiceless and to protect wild    
animals, we are wasting our time   
unless we can protect the land. When 
we lose the land we can never ever 
buy it back.” 

The AGM at Steenberg Golf Club. 

Happy New Year! We trust that 2018 will be a prosperous year for all!       
 Enjoy this summary of our activities for the last quarter of 2017. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Hits 
 
The CTEET Holiday Programme ran for four days 
in December and was full of fun, interactive     
nature-based games and activities. The children 
who joined us made their own paper from hippo 
dung, examined insects, searched through a 
scavenger hunt and even walked with the eland!  
 
What a great way to connect to nature and start 
your holiday off on a high note! 
 

Have you  
added us as a 
beneficiary? 

Eco-Buddies at Kalk Bay 
 
The Village Heights Eco-Buddies 
celebrated the end of an adven-
turous 2017 with a visit to the 
Save Our Seas Shark Centre 
in  Kalk Bay to learn about 
sharks and to explore the rocky 
shores at Dalebrook beach. They 
were even lucky enough to see a 
live octopus moving through the 
rock pools! 
 
Another surprise for the          
Eco-Buddies was the T-shirts 
and caps, sponsored by Quemic! The group then 
enjoyed lekker fish and chips for lunch at Kalkie’s 
restaurant on the harbour.  
 
This visit to 
Kalk   Bay 
was  a new   
experience 
for the entire 
group  and 
exposed 
them  to  a 
place  that 
they  never 
knew existed. 

Garden Route Gallivanting 
 
The senior Conservation Leadership Programme 
leaders headed off to the Garden Route for their 
year-end camp. They spent the 5 days exploring 
Natures Valley and Tsitsikama, being exposed to 
new organisations, habitats and a range of career 
opportunities in the environmental field. 
 
They were hosted by the Natures Valley Trust who 
took them through a mini-SASS assessment of the 
river, a canoe trip and ringing of newly-hatched 
plovers. The Brackenburn Crew presented a morn-
ing of ‘Forest Forensics’ - teaching the learners 
about all aspects of forest biodiversity. They toured 
MonkeyLand and Birds of Eden and they mastered 
a challenging hike to the waterfall at Storms River 
Mouth.  
 
The learners stayed on a working dairy farm in The 
Crags, near Natures Valley where they even helped 
with the early morning milking shift! 
 
After the day with the Natures Valley Trust, one of 
the leaders said “we had an amazing walk with a 
really informative botanist and the canoeing was 
really fun. Doing the mini-SASS was a great        
experience and gave me a taste of the work of a 
researcher.” 

A few of the Garden Route experiences with the Conservation Leadership       
Programme. 

The Eco-Buddies in their new T-shirts! 
Holiday programme participants learning about some of 

the indigenous plants found around them. 



Soralia’s Psoraleas 
 
Soralia Village is 
named after the   
critically endangered 
Psoralea glaucina 
plant, being home to 
this special endemic      
species. The plant is 
found in the Muizen-
berg area, occurring 
nowhere else in the 
world! P.glaucina is 
threatened by        
ongoing habitat loss 
and degradation due 
to industrial and      
residential develop-
ment and competition from alien invasive plants. 
A small population was also introduced to      
Capricorn Business Park where they are thriving. 
Both Soralia Village and Capricorn Business Park 
are part of the Muizenberg East Biodiversity  
Cluster, managed by Andrea von Gunten.     
Monitoring of this species regularly takes place 
and an estimated 400 plants have been mapped 
for Soralia Village Conservation area and about 
150 for  Capricorn Business Park. 

Flowery Finds 
 
Hester Pentz was managing the Coastal Section 
of Table Bay Nature Reserve during her intern-
ship and led the first ever Spring Walk in this sec-
tion. 

 
The walk took ten flower 
enthusiasts along    
Sunset Beach, Milnerton 
coastal path, through 
the endangered Cape 
Flats Dune Strandveld 
vegetation. She did a 
brief introduction to the 
Nature Reserve –     
specifically the Coastal 
Section and its challeng-
es and then handed 
over to Petra Broddle 
from CREW (Custodians 
of Rare and Endangered 
Wildflowers). Petra 
helped identify the 
plants that the group 
came across, along with 
sharing a number of  
interesting facts!  
 
Highlights were finding 

Harveya squamosa (a root-parasite) and Ferraria 
crispa. They also found four of the nine red listed 
species that occur in this section. 

To the Rescue 
 
The Burgher’s Walk African Penguin Conserva-
tion Project is a partnership between SANCCOB, 
the City of Cape Town, SANParks and CTEET 
focusing on managing the African penguins which 
are settling out of the Boulders Beach penguin      
colony. Conservators are appointed to monitor 
the penguin population and breeding, control 
public access to the penguins, move the         
penguins off the roads and out of peoples       
gardens, and collecting injured birds for rehabili-
tation at the SANCCOB facilities. 
 
All different penguin species around the world 
moult once a year. Moulting is the stage in the 
lifecycle of penguin when they shed the old  
feathers that can no longer protect them against 
the climate, and grow fresh, more waterproof 
feathers to assist the birds with the cold weather 
and water. 
 
During this time, most of the adults that have the 
chicks move away from their nesting area and 
their chicks to try to conserve their energy since 
they do not feed for at least 15 – 21 days when 
moulting. This year when the moulting started, an 
large number of chicks were abandoned.  
 
This is where the Penguin Monitors come in: they 
catch the chicks with assistance from SANParks, 
and transport them to the SANCCOB facility in 
Table View where the chicks are looked after  
until they are able 
to swim. Then 
SANCCOB brings 
them back to the 
colony to release 
them on the beach 
so that they can 
get food for    
themselves out in 
open ocean. 
 
On  22  November   
the   Penguin  
Monitors braved  
the  early morning 
rain and mud and 
caught  63 chicks  
which     were      
successfully 
transferred   to   
the  rehabilita-
tion   centre.  
 
Well   done  to 
everyone  who 
was  involved in 
a  successful 
chick   rescue! 

Top: Ferraria crispa; Bottom: Harveya 
squamosa 

Psoralea glaucina at Soralia    
Village 

Penguin Monitor Adrian Felix catching chicks  
for rehabilitation. Photo credit: Arne Purves 



Staff  Stories 

Chomping Bush Encroachment 

Catch of  the Day 

 
The Capricorn Business Park annual fishing day was 
started about four years ago and has become very 
popular with 83 people attending this year. Capricorn 
Business Park Lake is a privately owned, artificial 4 
ha water body in the middle of the business park. It 

was designed to serve the  dual purpose of   
being the drainage basin for the storm water 
system within the business park as well as an 
aesthetic feature. Because all the storm water 
in the Business Park ends up in the lake, it 
means that the ecological health of the lake has 
to be constantly monitored. This includes the 
lake biochemistry and its biological diversity. 
The fishing day is held to determine what fish 
are present in the lake, as well as to remove 
invasive species such as the common carp. 
 
A total of 47 common carp were caught and  
removed from the lake, with the biggest catch 
measuring 62 cm! This year no other fish took 
the bait… 
 

Well done and thank you to all sponsors, organizers 
and to everyone who was involved in the day, making 
it such a fun and successful event! 

Fishing fun at Capricorn Park 

Since the beginning of the Gantouw Project two years 
ago the eland have been making big strides in      
combatting bush encroachment in the Cape Flats 
Dune Standveld at False Bay Nature Reserve. 
 
In December, the City’s Mayoral Committee  Member 
for Area South, Councillor Eddie Andrews, visited the 
project to meet the eland in person. He said ‘It is great 
to be partnering with CTEET for research on this very 
innovative approach to conserve our biodiversity,   
including the endangered Cape Flats Dune 
Strandveld, which is not found anywhere else in the 
world and is being threatened by bush encroach-

ment.” The Councillor enjoyed walking with the eland 
through the reserve, learning their names and        
interacting with these special individuals.  
 
Preliminary results and observations are already 
showing that bush encroachment is successfully    
being combated by the eland; the eland target and 
browse the dominant plant species and alien invasive 
species; there is an increase in the number of plant 
species in the experiment sites and that the decrease 
in the dominant woody species is creating opportuni-
ties for other plant species to be established. 

Left & Middle: Councillor Eddie Andrews learning about the Project with Project Manager Petro Botha; Right: One of the Gantouw Eland at False Bay Nature 
Reserve (Photo credit: Black Bean Productions). 

We said goodbye to Louis Van Wyk, who has been 
the Site Manager of the Atlantic Beach Golf Course 
Conservation Area since last year and to Ismail  
Wambi, the long-time People and Conservation      
Officer at the Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation 
Area (KRCA). Thank you for all your hard work and 
mentorship. We wish you all the best for the future. 
Louis is taking up a position Koeberg Nature Reserve 

and Ismail started with the Cape Leopard Trust in  
October. 
 
Hester Pentz, (part of our internship programme until 
December), has started at Atlantic Beach and     
Abongile Madyolo, our Eco-Schools Officer will be the 
new People and Conservation Officer at KRCA in 
2018.  



Incoming Interns 

Find these stories & more on: ChangingLivesThroughNature 

 
 
 
 
 

Exploring Elandsberg 

 
The final development outing for the interns who    
finished their internships in November took place at 
Elandsberg Nature Reserve near Wellington. This  
visit was a treat as the interns experienced the      
various conservation projects taking place on the   
reserve and enjoyed a game drive. 
 
It was fascinating to learn about the breeding         
programmes and see them first hand. Amongst     
others, one revolutionary project is aimed at              
re-breeding the extinct quagga, a zebra-like animal 
with no stripes on its rump and legs, and reintroduc-
ing it into reserves in its former habitat. Additionally, 
the breeding of disease-free buffalo began in 1999. 
As most of the buffalo in Southern Africa battle with 
corridor disease and foot and mouth disease, ‘clean’ 
animals from the breeding programme are in great 
demand. The interns saw the reintroduced quagga on 
their game drive, as well as bontebok, Mountain    
zebra and eland. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The reserve is a critical conservation area for two rare 
fynbos vegetation types, Swartland Alluvium Fynbos 
and Swartland Alluvium Renosterveld – a highlight 
was spotting the endangered Watsonia dubia during 
the drive. 
 
A big thank you to the staff of Elandsberg for showing 
us around and sharing your work with us! 

A new group of 10 Graduate Interns joined us this 
October. Their welcome and induction was held at 
the Rietvlei Boma on the 19 October. The purpose of 
the induction day is to get to know the new interns 
before they head out to their nature reserve place-
ments and to inspire them as they start this internship 
year. 
 
Bongani Mnisi (City of Cape Town Biodiversity    
Management Branch Regional Manager) told the new 
interns to make the most of this opportunity, saying 
“this internship is a key, an entrance to something 
bigger. You might feel small right now but you can 
still make an impact. You are not your title, you are 
the role you play.” 
 
These internships are made possible by funding from 
CATHSSETA and we look forward to growing with 
these individuals as they begin their conservation  
careers. We currently have 19 interns placed across 

the City of Cape Town Nature Reserves, who are 
gaining valuable experience through their work and 
mentorship from the reserve managers. 
 
Welcome to the CTEET team and good luck for the 
year ahead. 

Intern induction on the 19th October. 

Top: The Interns enjoying  the day; Left: The herd of Quagga; Centre: Watsonia dubia; Right: The buffalo breeding programme. 

http://www.changinglivesthroughnature.co.za/news/

