
MINUTES OF THE CAPE BIRD CLUB CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 20 November 2017 at Dave’s house.

Present:   Dave Whitelaw, Felicity Ellmore, Gavin Lawson, Simon Fogarty, Dick Bos
Apologies: Suretha Dorse, Cliff Dorse.

1. Strandfontein – The cost of clearing the Hyacinth with the machine would be 
R300/hour, but how many hours would it take? Dave had emailed the person in 
charge of Alien Species in City and asked for glycophosphate to be budgeted for in 
next financial year but hasn’t received a reply.

 Erica, Roli and Dave met with the laborers that Dale’s money is paying for to 

suggest what needs to be done. Simon suggested some of the reeds in P1 
should be removed, he reminded us that the people who donated money 
need to benefit and also see what has been done.

 TMAK – Some members of the main committee are going to discuss this with 

NCC.
2.Other Sewage Works 

 Athlone – Sludge is being removed, counts are happening regularly

 Mitchells Plain – Amos doesn’t want Simon to work through Sherwon.

Pan’s are very full, no edge for waders etc, the pans with shallow edges have no 
water. Still no machinery there.
Simon feels that maybe Dave (as chairman) should write to them.

 Borchards Quarry – nothing to report.

 Wildevoelvlei – They’ve just formed a Catchment Forum, Lynn Jackson is 

chair. Gavin gave her Gillian Barnes’s contact details. 
3. Raapenberg – Dave went to the TRUP meeting – Raapenberg doesn’t get much 
time at the meeting. 
4. Philippi – There are two more developments in Philippi. Gavin contacted Pat 
Holmes and she said that someone would contact him.
5. PAACs – Zandvlei – The Environmental Education Officer, Mark, is managing the 
area at the moment. Dalton is worried that they will freeze the post. The water crisis 
has meant that a large percentage of all the Citys depts annual budget has been 
taken away to fund the desalination plants.
6. Penguins – Two CBC members are prepared to sit on the committee, Suretha 
was going to meet with them.
7. Waterfront Terns – The netting seems to have solved the problem.
8. LIBAs – W.C. Birding Forum weren’t happy with the new names, but Dave feels 
we need to keep BirdLife happy. BALCI (Birding Areas of Local Conservation 
Importance) is the name the CBC conservation committee supports. Dave has also 
emailed Kevin Shaw to see if Cape Nature will support.
Dave is looking at Dick Dent’s data – a good test case.
9. Knysna Warbler – we should still be looking.



10. Other: Black Eagle – Lucia Rodrigues wants to meet with the Conservation 
Committee to discuss the decrease in the numbers of Black Eagle on the Peninsula. 
Gavin will contact her to set up a meeting.
Felicity did a quick comparison of reporting rates for species from SABAP 1 and 
SABAP 2 for the Peninsula and discovered that there is a large number of species 
with a substantial decline in reporting rate.

We briefly discussed a Conservation Committee social function in the New Year but 
no decision was made.

NEXT MEETING – Monday 15 January 2018 at Dave’s house, at 7h30pm.


