
Conservation Committee Annual Report for 2014 - 2015. 

Your committee has remained unchanged from the previous year and I would like to assure you that our 
comradery is as evident as ever. Felicity deserves a special mention, producing concise minutes which help 
guide the course of each meeting. 
As always there have been highlight and disappointments.  
The highlight is undoubtedly the proclamation of the False Bay Ecopark, of which Strandfontein is an integral 
part, as a Ramsar site. What makes it more remarkable that it is an artificial wetland. Your club has worked 
hard to achieve this and a special word of thanks to Dick Barnes and his team who have provided much 
valuable data which was critical in achieving this. 
Erica’s research into how to improve the littoral edge as a feeding ground is progressing slowly. Several 
other possible research projects are in the pipeline 
The Birdathon on the 28th of March should be an even better event than last year. Generous sponsorship 
has been obtained which has allowed us to expand the event. 
Although Erica and her team have done a sterling job in removing the water hyacinth from many of the less 
infected pans, it remains a major problem. Plans are afoot to attempt to spray it, all else including 
introduction of biological controls (area is too cold for the weevil to survive) having failed. 
Other Sewage Works: Progress at the other sewage works has also been satisfactory. We are in active 
negotiations with the staff at Mitchells Plain to improve bird habitat while Dick Bos has attracted an active 
team to monitor the birds at Athlone. Plans are afoot to begin monitoring at Borcherds’ quarry. 
We are also in the process of applying to the City to have members on the Committee of a number of 
Protected Areas. We have also offered our services to all the Protected services should an issue affecting 
birds arise. 
Some of our other projects include: 
Knysna Warbler: Our attempts to locate this elusive yielded few but interesting results. Our current results 
suggest that the species may have migrated onto the slopes of the mountain from the Constantia greenbelt. 
We will focus our efforts in this new area in the coming year. 
Philippi Horticultural area: A number of companies have applied for mining rights, several of these sites 
would have a negative effect on wetlands. Your committee have submitted written objections. We have also 
made contact with a larger farmer who has asked us to put our proposals regarding “bird friendly produce” in 
writing. This has been done and we shall be delivering this to a number of farmers in the area. 
Terns in the Water Front: We have submitted plans to the Harbour authorities regarding alternative breeding 
sites. Unfortunately they have proved tary in coming to any conclusion. This is in part due to the number of 
committees which need to consider our proposal. 
Extension to other areas: 
We concluded a trip to the Orange River mouth to assist in organising CWAC counts, and, with the help of 
the Primary Science Programme, initiated conservation education at 2 schools in the area. 
We are liaising, together with BLSA, with the Dyer Island Trust with regard to attempting to improve the plight 
of the penguin population. Later in the year we will be meeting the fishing industry representatives to discuss 
fishing and its effect on the penguins. 
Finally we have assisted the Somerset West Bird Club in initiating a monitoring process along the sea shore 
to monitor tern and other bird species in the area. 
Dave Whitelaw. 
Chairman: Conservation Committee. 

 


